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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2019 
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Hello Everyone 

It is hard to believe that the end of the 

year is fast approaching, but nonethe-

less it is a lovely time to look forward 

to.  Christmas is so magical for so many 

of us, starting with our Christmas Lights 

switch on with Carols, adequately punc-

tuated by mulled wine and mince pies.  

This event will have taken place by the 

time you receive this newsletter. I hope 

lots of you remembered the date and 

turned up to give your Christmas excite-

ment a kick start. 

 

Train Companies Delay/Repay 

For a long time now, we have heard 

about changes to our rail travel, time 

tables etc. It was decided at a recent 

Parish Council Meeting to remind rail 

users of the Delay Repay Scheme that 

train companies use to compensate us-

ers for unexpected delays and cancella-

tions.  Claims for compensation can be 

made online or by post within 28 days of 

a delayed journey.  Full details can be 

found online. 

Village Planting 

I am sure residents will have noticed 

that our volunteer Elspeth has been 

replanting the flower beds around the 

village.  As always they look really nice 

and once again on your behalf I would 

like to thank Elspeth for giving up her 

time in order to make our village look 

so attractive. Also for always doing it 

in good time prior to Remembrance 

Sunday.  Talking about Remembrance 

Sunday I would like to draw residentsô 

attention to the work done at the Vil-

lage War Memorial at The Cross Roads. 

This work has included clearing 

branches from overhanging trees, 

staining the woodwork, cleaning the 

masonry, building a structure to enable 

wreaths to be anchored, creating a 

shelf, ground work including constant 

removal of leaves, cyclamen in troughs 

and placing of tubs planted with 

shrubs.          

Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley 
Parish Council and delivered by 
parish councillors free to every 
house in Oakley ï about 1,000 

copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Spring issue is  22 February 2019. 

The publishing date is 1st March 2019. 

 
Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 
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07789 997733 
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Printers 

White Hart Press  
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Twelve more   
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More work is planned for next year.  I am sure 
this work made those attending the Remembrance 

Service at the memorial on 11 November 2018 

immensely proud to see what had been done. In 

additional to Elspeth, this work has been carried 

out by an enthusiastic group from Highfield Road, 

namely Dave (who masterminded it all) and Val 

Ursell, Jenny and Lionel Shopland and Chris and 

John Cooper.  On your behalf I thank them for 

what they have done. They got on with something 

that others of us only think about doing!   

John and Chris Cooper were also responsible for 

mowing the footpath around the field off Highfield 

Road bordered by the railway and the river. I 

know what they did was very much appreciated 

by dog walkers and ramblers alike. Whilst talking 

about volunteers from Highfield Road I would also 

like to thank Trevor and Christine Turvey for what 

they do; particularly clearing litter from Highfield 

Road from top to bottom and on the slip roads to 

and from the bypass.  Trevor has been doing this 

for many, many years now and we should be very 

grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can only comment about volunteers who I know 

about.  If you know of similar such work being 

done by willing volunteers, then feel free to write 

about them yourselves or tell me. 

                                     Continued on page 4 

Stones painted  

by Oakley Youth  

Club members 
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Lovell Road ï��Parrotts development 

This development on Lovell Road is steaming 

ahead now with the outline structure of a large 

number of the houses already in place. We have 

had some issues with lorries parked on the path 

opposite, blocking the only footpath heading from 

the village towards the town and causing prob-

lems for mobility scooters and pedestrians. The 

developer has now erected signs to say no park-

ing, but please contact Ann Paice immediately, if 

you see that these signs are being ignored. 

We had also asked as a condition of the planning 

permission that a pedestrian crossing be provided 

from the development as there are no footpaths 

on that side of the road. This wasnôt included 

however so the parish council are now pushing 

the Borough and the developers to help fund it. 

The initial money that will come to the parish 

from the developer, called CIL (Community Infra-

structure Levy) will be used to create a design 

and costing plan for the crossing. Any future 

monies will then be used to pay for the crossing. 

Play equipment 

The Parish council would like to apologise to the 

young people in our village for the problems we 

have been having with the play equipment on the 

Green and on The Furlong. We have had a year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

long battle with the manufacturer to get the in-

stallation finished properly and now the Zip -wire 

needs re-tensioning to avoid users hitting the 

floor when they are riding it. Hopefully by the 

time you read this it will have been done, but 

please be assured that we have not yet paid the 

bill for the new equipment and we will not pay it 

until we are satisfied that everything is complete 

and useable. 

Litter Picker and Bus Shelter Cleaner 

Matthew Lewis, our previous Litter Picker, has re-

signed and has gone to University.  We thank him 

for his hard work and wish him well for the fu-

ture. The position was advertised, Susan Lewis 

was appointed on interview and has started her 

work forthwith. We look forward to meeting her 

and seeing the results of her labours. Although 

better still let us lighten her load by not deposit-

ing litter in the first place or indeed picking up 

litter ourselves. 

As usual thank you for reading the newsletter and 

for your support.  Continued thanks to our Editor 

Bill Chalker for this excellent publication.  On be-

half of the Parish Council I wish all our readership 

a Very Happy Christmas and a                   

Healthy and Prosperous 2019.                    

Kind regards         Paul Phillips. Chair     


