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Parish Council News 

     Autumn 2016  
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

It is unbelievable that as I write my 
contribution to the newsletter it is mid 
August , the summer is rushing by and 
we are preparing for the Autumn 
Newsletter.  The weather today has 
been absolutely incredible and I hope 
that everyone has had a super Sum-
mer. Enough of the pre-amble so letôs 
get on with the business. 

Bedfordshire Day 28 November . 

Luke Blackstaffe
[ luke@friendsofbedfordshire.org.uk] 
wrote to Oakley Parish Council some 
while ago as follows;- 

óôI am writing on behalf of friends of 
Bedfordshire Society. One of our main 
goals is to promote Bedfordshire Day, 
an annual celebration of our County.  
We were hoping you too would like to 
get involved.  Bedfordshire Day falls 
annually on 28 November. However we 
realise this is not always practical and 
that often events will take place over 
the nearest weekend.  This year we are 
looking at 26/27 November as the best 
alternative dates. 

There is no set involvement with Bed-
fordshire Day as we want it to grow 
organically into a date that everyone 
knows and celebrates.  Last year some 
people displayed the County flag across 
their town/village while others went 
further and put on events to celebrate 
in style.  Is this something you would 
be happy to get involved in? 

We were hoping that nearer to the time 
you would at least be able to put a 
note about Bedfordshire Day in your 
Newsletter to help promote the day or 
indeed  something that might encour-
age your local residents to take part as 
well.ôô 

The Parish Council decided that we 
would not participate this year, but 
bring the day to the notice of all resi-
dents through this Newsletter.  If any 
resident is interested in getting further 
involved, then I am sure there would 
be no problem in contacting Luke di-
rect. 

Village Entrance signs 

We are still working on the new signs 
to be inserted in the stonework at each 
of the access points to the village.   

Continued on page 3 
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I would also like to say a huge thank you to the 

person who cleaned the Oakley sign at the Vil-

lage Cross Roads.  It was my intention to clean 

it, but was delighted to find that someone had 

saved me the trouble. Thank you. 

Village Planting 

The planting around the village that  has been 

taken on by Elspeth Dando and Leo Jones is 

lovely and is a credit to them. Unfortunately 

there has been damage on no less than two oc-

casions to the bed in Lovell Road.  It is difficult 

to determine how the damage was caused, but 

it may have been done by a dog.  I would urge 

everyone to protect these beds , acknowledging 

the hard work by Elspeth and Leo, but appreci-

ated by many and undoubtedly they do enhance 

the appearance of OUR village. 

Dog Fouling 

It seems to me that there has been a definite 

increase in dog fouling around the village partic-

ularly in the High Street and Highfield Road.  

Why this happens I donôt really know, but the 

fact that it is School holidays does make me 

wonder!!!!!  Please please please clean up 

after your dog and do not be one of those 

people who couldnôt care! The Phantom Sprayer 

is still highlighting the dog mess; offenders 

could be identified next. 

Nuisance Motor Cyclists 

Two or more male motor cyclists are terrorising 

residents by their reckless motor cycling on our 

village roads.  They seem to find it fun to drive 

at extreme speed and at the same time do 

ówheeliesô irrespective of who, or what is about.  

One of these days they could well run out of 

luck, but my concern is that if they do, might 

some innocent person also be involved. God for-

bid!  The Police are as anxious as we are to 

identify these individuals with a view to stopping 

this outrageous reckless behaviour. 

Please spread the word and should anyone 

know the identity of these individuals or witness 

such behaviour please obtain whatever evidence 

you are able to safely, including date, time, lo-

cation and pass it on to the Police or provide the 

information to me, Ann, Parish Council Clerk or 

any other Parish Council member. 

I am pleased to report that following these re-

cent incidents a team of six police officers spent 

two hours in the village from 1.30pm to 3.30pm 

on Monday 15 August.  They brought their mo-

bile Police Office to The Green, gave Crime Pre-

vention advice where necessary, did speed en-

forcement in the High Street and Highfield Road 

and monitored HGV movements in Pavenham  

Road.  We hope that this visit was the first of 

more to come. 

Proposed 3G Pitch and Relocation of Play-

ing Field at Lincroft School. 

The Parish Council has reviewed its position on 

the proposed 3 G Pitch and the site for the play-

ing field. 

Our statement reads as follows; 

Following the exhibition by the consultants DLP 

Planning on 13th May 2016, which set out the 

proposals to relocate the playing field, reroute 

Station Road and develop the adjacent land, the 

Parish Council has reviewed its position on the 

3G pitch and the site for the Playing Field.  A 

copy of the proposed plan for the site is at-

tached to this statement. 
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3G Pitch 

Council has agreed to continue to oppose the 3G 

pitch because of the noise, traffic and parking ob-

jections which have been raised and which we un-

derstand, represent the majority of residentsô 

views.  Councilôs visit to the 3G pitch at Redborne 

School has reinforced the decision that Lincroft is 

an unsuitable site for a 3G pitch.  The Redborne 

pitch is much further away from housing, has bet-

ter access and planting and bunds have been put 

in place to reduce the noise and light pollution.  

The current Lincroft proposal does not take ac-

count of the restricted accesses to Oakley or lack 

of parking space and does not include screening 

to reduce noise and light levels. 

Relocation of the Playing Field 

Council has also agreed to continue to oppose the 

proposal to relocate the Playing Field as set out in 

the Borough Councilôs Call for Sites i.e. funded by 

the building of 250 dwellings adjacent to the new 

Playing Field.  Residents who responded to the 

Neighbourhood Plan questionnaire wanted the 

proposed site to remain as open green space and 

considered 20 ï 50 new dwellings as the appropri-

ate level of growth to avoid overwhelming the ex-

isting village.  Housing numbers were not dis-

cussed at the May exhibition and traffic lights at/

on the bridges were put forward as a solution to 

the access problems but these have previously 

been rejected by residents.  The current proposal 

does not address the school parking on roads ad-

jacent to Station Road or the narrow roads and 

footways throughout the village, would increase 

the number of houses affected by traffic conges-

tion, parking and noise from the Field and 3G 

pitch and does not reflect the views of the majori-

ty of residents.   

The statement has been published on the Village 

web site and displayed on the Parish Council no-

tice board at the Post Office. 

Annual Christmas Tree Lights Switch On and 

Carols  

If we follow the usual pattern the annual Christ-

mas Tree Lights switch on and Carols will take 

place at St Maryôs Church on Saturday 3 Decem-

ber 2016.  Please note this on your calendar and 

confirmation will follow nearer the time on the vil-

lage web site and Parish Council notice board.  

The publication of the Winter edition of the News-

letter is likely to be after this date. 

Once again thank you for reading my ramblings 

and thank you for your support. As usual a huge 

thank you to The Editor Bill Chalker for his con-

sistent hard work in producing such a quality pub-

lication. I wish everyone a very enjoyable Christ-

mas and a Very Happy New Year.    Paul Phillips. 



р 

 

    Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speed cameras 

in Oakley will be operational in, Lovell Road, 
Church Lane, Station road and Pavenham Road 
Oakley from the Ist of September 2016. I am 
pleased to say that since the white lines ap-
peared by the cameras the majority of people 
have kept to speed limit in Oakley. This was 
confirmed when the police did a speed check in 
the village. Thank you to everyone who have 
made Oakley a much safer place. 

Bedford Borough Consultation 

This consultation will ask whether pensioners 
and disabled pass holders should pay Ã1.00 for 
an early journey on the buses. The consultation 
is open for everybody and will run until 5th Oc-
tober 2016. Please go to www.bedford.gov.uk/
earlytravel to give me your thoughts. 

Bedford Borough Local Plan to 2035 

The Borough Council expect the first draft for 
consultation to be ready in February 2017. The 
planning officers have been carefully analysing 
all the proposals that were put forward in the 
call for sites earlier this year.  
 
Two sites that will particularly affect our villages 
are the proposed 6,000 at Twinwoods over 2 
adjacent sites and 2,500 at the Colworth Unile-
ver site at Sharnbrook. These are being careful-
ly considered as to their sustainability and the 
impact on the road system and the wider area 
of the great Ouse Valley north of Bedford. 
 
Bedford Hospital and the wider Health Ser-
vice in Bedford Borough 
 
The review has been restarted and now in-
cludes the Luton and Dunstable hospital as well 
as Milton Keynes Hospital. This is part of the 
Health Transformation process now put forward 
by the National Health Service. It will look at 
the way that the Bedford Health Service and 
the Social Services can work together and pool 
budgets. I do hope the patients and their carers 
will not lose out in the draft plan that will be 
put forward for consultation. I do believe it can 
work but only if the patientsô and their carersô 
physical and mental health are central in this 
draft. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A level Results 
 
Congratulations to Bedford pupils. The pupils at 
the Bedford Borough schools achieved 99.3% A+ 
to E results. It is good send off for their future 
career whether they are to apply for apprentice-
ships, work based training, vocational training or 
university. If you are looking for work please con-
tact the Job Hub which gives advice and assis-
tance in getting that job. The telephone number is 
01234 223510. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Higgins 
 
The next exhibition from the 15th October is go-
ing to be a real treat. It is Picasso and the Mas-
ters of Print. All 7 Picasso prints owned by the 
Higgins Trust will be on display. Each one shows a 
different method of printing that Picasso mas-
tered. Other great print artists will be on display 
including Rembrandt, Matisse, Warhol and Hock-
ney. There will be a programme of gallery tours, 
talks and workshops. The present Exhibition is 
also wonderful. If you have not been please go on 
the Higgins website and see what talks and gal-
lery tours are available. They are of a high stand-
ard and I for one have learned so much about the 
techniques that the artist used and where they 
got their ideas. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Heritage Weekend Sept 10/11th 
 
Here is a chance to find out more about Bedford 
Boroughôs Heritage at The Higgins, Bromham Mill, 
The Moot Hall at Elstow ,Foster Hill Cemetery and 
Bedfordshire Archives at Borough Hall. Please 
check the websites. 
 

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  
email pat.olney@btopenworld.com,  

 
 

[ Editors Note - Picasso Prints are representative 
rather than those on show at The Higgins ] 
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Farming and Country ð Autumn 2016 

By John Saunders 

Despite the mild winter and cold spring in March 

& April when it looked as though hardly anything 

would grow, May & June saw a tremendous 

growth in grass, hedges, trees and crops. The 

20th July saw the first crops combined which 

looked a very good crop until it was harvested. 

The samples of grain were very poor and thin. 

You need a bold grain with plenty of flour in it but 

everybody's crops are the same this year which is 

probably due to the mild winter, cold spring and a 

wet summer with a lack of sunshine. The rape 

crop seems to be the same. 

Early August the wheat was ready to harvest and 

this was a better quality and yield. The wheat is 

either feed wheat used for animal feed for pigs, 

poultry and cattle etc. or milling wheat which is 

used for bread making, biscuits or Weetabix. The 

Weetabix factory being close by at Wellingbor-

ough buys most of its wheat locally within a 30 

mile radius. 

The hay and silage crops have been good due to 

the wet May & June but most people are cutting 

their hay at the end of July which is a lot later 

than usual. Listening to the news the other day 

they were talking about parents wanting to take 

their children to work in the summer holidays as  

 

the playschools were closed. It reminds me of my 

younger days, when father was a market garden-

er, and housewives came to the farm to pick 

peas, potatoes and fruit. They all brought their 

children in prams and pushchairs and the children 

all played in the fields.  

Nowadays, with large machinery in the fields, 

health and safety would have their say. Generally 

the health and safety do a good job although they 

do go over the top with some of their ideas. When 

I was farming we had an inspection on all the ma-

chinery to make sure the moving parts were all 

guarded but they never seemed to be concerned 

about the Friesian bull which we had in those 

days or whether we had him in a proper pen. 

Even today several people are killed each year by 

mainly dairy bulls such as Friesians, Ayrshires or 

Jerseys which you always had to be careful with. 

The beef bulls are not so dangerous. 

I have decided this will be my last article for the 

village newsletter as I have been doing this long 

enough. lf there is anybody else who would like to 

write something on country matters please con-

tact the editor Bill Chalker. 

I will just finish by saying you could survive with-

out your car, mobile phones, televisions and com-

puters probably but you would not survive very 

long without food and water. 

                                                 John Saunders 
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John Saunders  

 

 

Writer of the 

Farming and Country 

Articles for the  

Oakley Newsletter 

 

I am sure everyone is like me and looks for-
ward to Johnôs articles about farming and coun-
try life in the magazine. 

Sadly he has decided to hang up his pen and 
will no longer be submitting articles. The one in 
this magazine will be his last one. 

On behalf of you all, I wish to thank John for his 
very informative articles. They are always inter-
esting whether about farming in the past or like 
the last one explaining about why farmers kept 
cows in especially during wet weather. I partic-
ularly enjoyed the way the farm was tidied up 
for the family wedding. The same thing hap-
pens when we have visitors and the house gets 
a spring clean but a farm - wow some task! 

Thank you so much John, take a rest and enjoy 
the beautiful view from your house. 

Pat Olney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 


