
  

Autumn 2020 

Number 83 

Look inside for 

 High Sheriff - One of Our Own      VJ Day Anniversary     Day Centre Update 

Warning re Telephone Scam         Back Through Time 1934 



н 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council News 

     Autumn 2020 
Hello Everyone 

How time flys! Here we are with our Au-

tumn Newsletter and I hope everyone is 

keeping as well as possible during these 

continuing very strange times when we 

are all experiencing life so different to 

the norm.  We are however in it togeth-

er and if we continue to do the right 

things we will get through it together.  

Thankfully, for much of the time, the 

weather has been very kind to us. A 

couple of the days were uncomfortably 

hot and now we are experiencing those 

promised thunderstorms followed by a 

break in the settled weather pattern 

with cloud and rain being the norm! 

Village Bottle Bank 

Residents will remember that many 

months ago the village bottle bank was 

removed from the rear of the Bedford 

Arms and placed at the rear of the Vil-

lage Hall.  At the time of the removal we 

were not confident that this was an ideal 

place for the bottle bank to go. In the 

absence of anywhere better, and by that 

I mean away from residential proper-

ties, the Parish Council decided that the 

bottle bank was an important resource 

for the village and we would evaluate its 

use over a period of time.  It has been 

at that location in excess of 9 months 

now and many residents have been very 

respectful with their use, but sadly some 

people have misused it.  The bottle bank 

will be discussed on the 1st September 

at the Parish Council meeting. Whilst no 

decisions will be made until that meet-

ing, should we need to be on the look 

out for an alternative location please let 

us know your suggestions. Remember 

that we do not want it close to residen-

tial properties for obvious reasons.  

[Editors note - I took my bottles mid-

August only to find four smashed bottles 

on the ground with glass spread over 4 

square metres. Very dangerous for chil-

dren and dogs both of which were rang-

ing freely as I visited. Went back with a 

brush and only took five minutes to 

clear up - come on folks!] 

Continued on page 3 

 

OAKLEY PARISH  

COUNCIL 

 

PARISH CLERK 

Ann Paice  
31 Radwell Road 
Milton Ernest 
Bedford, MK44 1SH.    
07873 887370        
parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk 

 
CHAIR 
Paul Phillips 
3 Station Road.  824260 
paulphillips65@gmail.com 
 
 
VICE CHAIR 
Jane Walker 
(Parish and Borough coun-
cillor)  11 Dewlands 
07952 879587   
jane@janewalker.co.uk 
 
Jonathan Abbott  
(Parish and Borough coun-
cillor) 
13 The Furlong   950868 
jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

 
Pat Olney  
33 Station Road.  824384 
pat.olney@btopenworld.com 
  
Sara Fardon 
61 Lincroft.    824516 
sarafardon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Michael Frampton 
The Little House, The Drive  
822181 
michael_frampton@btinternet.com  

 
Phyllis Jones 
35 Ruffs Furze 910187 
phylmaj@gmail.com 
 
Stephen Nicholas  
44, Grenidge Way 824345  
sbnicholas@aol.com  
 
Gerry Sansom 
21 Pavenham Road.  
823295  
gerrysan-
som@btinternet.com 
 
Robert Saunders 
College Farm.  822328 
rjsaunders5591@gmail.com 
 
Paul White 
20 Reynes Drive. 825472 
paulwhite20rd@gmail.com 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Front Cover   :   Oakley Landscape 

  By   Laura Saunders 
 
 
The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley 
Parish Council and delivered by 
parish councillors free to every 
house in Oakley ï about 1,000 

copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Winter  issue is  20th  Nov 2020. 

The publishing date is 1st  Dec 2020. 

 
Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 

13 Bevery Close 

Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733 

bill@chalker.uk.net     

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
Bedford MK40 3RL  

 
Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   



о 

 

 

Inconsiderate Parking 

As I travel around the village I still see a lot of 

inconsiderate parking. Cars are either too close to 

road junctions, over dropped kerbs that have 

been deliberately laid to make life easier for par-

ents with buggies, young children, the elderly and 

people in wheelchairs, or on the pavement and on 

the grass verges.   

If you have been someone who has done this 

please do not. If you know someone who does it 

please tell them to stop. It might make life easier 

for them but it creates hardship for others.   

Only a few days ago I heard from a lady who was 

walking in the High Street with two dogs and two 

children when she came to a large white van 

parked pretty well over the entire pavement.  She 

spoke to the driver who was fitting new windows 

and could have used the driveway of the house. 

She said she could not get by without walking in 

the road and the driver responded by saying he 

refused to move and she had to get on with it.   

Such behaviour is sad and very irresponsible.  I 

wonder what his employer would have thought?  

The photograph above taken in The Furlong junc-

tion with Pavenham Road also shows exactly what 

I mean by inconsiderate parking, on two counts! 

 

Speed Watch 

The village speed watch has been in operation for 

a few years now providing a useful resource for 

the village, the Police, the local authority and the 

community at large.   

Currently we have 13 volunteers, all friendly peo-

ple, but we are always on the look out for more 

volunteers.  The demands are not great, so if you 

are interested please give me a call. 

 

Social Media 

Social media is a very big part of our lives and I 

am aware that some village issues are raised on 

social media and discussions then take place.   

Where appropriate that is fine and not an issue. I 

thought that I should point out that where some-

one wants to bring something to the attention of 

the Parish Council or raise an issue that they re-

quire to be discussed and/or a decision made then 

there is a correct process. This could be a person-

al discussion, a letter, an email or a phone call to 

any Councillor or the Clerk. Alternatively by at-

tending a Parish Council meeting in person, or 

joining via Zoom at this particular time, and rais-

ing the issue during the Public Open Session at 

the start of every meeting.   

The Parish Council cannot make any decisions un-

less the matter has been discussed in the open 

forum and the item must have been part of the 

agenda published one week before the meeting. 

 

Christmas Lights Switch On and Carols 

The Christmas Lights Switch On and Carols 

will take place at 5pm on Saturday 28th  

November.  

I think I have covered everything I wanted to, so 

it just remains for me to say thank you to all 

those volunteers who have done so much for resi-

dents within the village during the last few 

months.   

As usual without volunteers where would society 

be?  I hope you will forgive me for singling out Bill 

Chalker, our Newsletter Editor who continues to 

publish a Newsletter that we are very proud of.  

Thank you Bill. 

 

To everyone thank you for reading the Newsletter 

and thank you for your continued support. Keep 

well and keep safe. 

Kind regards                            Paul Phillips. 
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Since the last newsletter we have seen a bit 

more of a return to normal, although Bedford 

Boroughôs Coronavirus infection rate has re-

mained higher than some of our surrounding lo-

cal authorities. Thanks to the majority of people 

listening to the guidance issued by the Borough 

Council the infection rate is currently falling but 

they are urging the public not to get complacent. 

It has been noted that all across the country it 

does not take much for an area to have a sudden 

increase in cases. So please keep staying 2m 

apart from others, washing your hands and wear-

ing a face covering in busy places, and help 

slow the spread of coronavirus. 

 There are now two permanent test centres in 

Bedford: a drive through centre at Borough Hall 

and a walk in centre in the Prebend Street car 

park opposite. This facility is for those arriving on 

foot or bicycle. These are expected to remain for 

the foreseeable future. 

Transport 

Works have begun to build a new footbridge over 

Manton Lane, which will make it easier for pedes-

trians to cross this busy road, improving road 

safety and reducing congestion.  This new bridge 

is part of the Transporting Bedford works, which 

have already seen this stretch of Manton Lane 

widened with new traffic signals installed to help 

ease congestion and make the road safer. 

Construction work on the foundations of the new 

bridge has now started, with the bridge expected 

to be complete and open by the end of the year. 

Preparation works to move utilities on Clapham 

Road are also happening this Autumn ahead of 

major improvements starting in the new year to 

help ease congestion in this area. This will see 

part-time signals introduced on the Paula Rad-

cliffe Way / Great Ouse Way roundabout to help 

traffic flow better during peak times. The Manton 

Lane / Clapham Road roundabout will be recon-

structed with full-time traffic signals and pedes-

trian and cyclist crossings. Clapham Road will be 

widened to help create more space for traffic.  

The works to complete the repairs to the bridge 

over the A6 between Lovell Road & Clapham 

have finally been completed, with the full 

strength of the bridge now restored. 

It is expected that shortly Network Rail will pre-
sent their proposed permeant bridge parapet ex-
tensions for the Highfield Road bridge. These will 
now cover the full length of the bridge after it 
was used for unauthorised access to the tracks. 
In the short term Heras Fencing is proposed to   
be installed to secure the parts of the parapets 

that have not yet been raised.   

Leisure Facilities 

Libraries 

Bedford Central and Kempston 

libraries have opened for a new óSelect and Col-

lectô service, as well as for customers to return 

books they have had on loan during lockdown. 

Select and Collect gives customers the opportuni-

ty to borrow library books again by making re-

quests based on their favourite genres or sub-

jects, online or via the phone. Library staff will 

then choose books based on these preferences 

and issue them. Customers will be notified when 

they are ready to collect from library entrances 

during Select and Collect opening times. Please 

remember that you must wear a face covering 

when visiting a library, unless you have a legiti-

mate reason not to. 

When books are returned they will be quaran-

tined for 72 hours and safety measures have 

been developed for the selection, issuing and 

packing of books for collection. Customers will 

also be able to return the items they have at 

home to Bedford Central and Kempston libraries 

during Select and Collect hours. Due dates will 

continue to be extended for any items already on 

loan and charges will remain paused for any 

items that are already overdue. 

Leisure Centres  

With lockdown measures easing over the sum-

mer, various shops and other facilities locally be-

gan to open and Fusion Lifestyle and the Council 

are looking at options for local leisure facilities. 

The Council have a 10-year contract with Fusion 

Lifestyle to manage eight leisure facilities on be-

half of the authority, which is set to run until 

February 2024. 

In partnership with Fusion Lifestyle, the Council 

are continuing to work hard to put in place ar-

rangements that will allow the residents of our 

Borough safe access to the vital services that 

these facilities provide, whilst ensuring staff are 

protected also. Fusion Lifestyle have requested 

significant financial support from the Council to 

enable them to reopen facilities locally. 

Bedford Borough Council is facing a huge finan-

cial challenge, with the costs of responding to the 

coronavirus pandemic creating a funding gap of 

over Ã20million in their budget. With responsibil-

ity for adult social care, caring for vulnerable 

children, and statutory duties to keep the roads 

safe, collect waste, and a range of other services 

the Council is already facing very difficult deci-

sions in the coming months.           Continued :-  
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SYDNEY HOWARD LOVELL MEMORIAL 

ALMHOUSES AT OAKLEY 

 

The Lovell Homes is a small independent 

living community comprising two bed-

roomed bungalows and one/two bed-

roomed flats 

Applicants over the age of 60 are invited 

to apply to go on the register of interest 

for a property - priority will be given to 

those with an agricultural or related back-

ground. 

If you would like to be considered please 

visit the website 

www.lovellhomesoakley.co.uk  

Or contact the Clerk :  

Mandy Newton On 07736 466965 

 

Registered Charity Number : 200480 

There are ongoing discussions between Fusion 

Lifestyle and the Borough Council, both around 

the long-term and an interim solution that will 

enable some leisure facilities to open in the near 

future. 

Green Waste Collections 

These have now re-

turned to fortnightly 

collections. These col-

lections were suspend-

ed and then reintro-

duced on a monthly ba-

sis to ensure that the 

bin crews could contin-

ue an uninterrupted 

collection of household 

waste and recycling, 

whilst ensuring they 

could social distance. 

Now, with crews stabilised the Council has rein-

troduced garden waste collections on a normal 

schedule of every two weeks, with the recycling 

collections. 

You can check your bin collection dates at 

www.bedford.gov.uk/bins, and the schedule will 

be back to normal, so if you have a printed cal-

endar for your bin collections this year that will 

also be correct.                         

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

We are very pleased to welcome 

you back to  

The Higgins Bedford. 

  

We have introduced several new measures in line 

with Government and health guidance to help en-

sure that you have a safe and enjoyable experi-

ence. 

 Please do not visit if you, or anyone in your 

household, has had any COVID-19 symptoms in 

the last 14 days. 

 Timed Entry 

To help manage the number of people in the mu-

seum at any one time, capacity has been reduced 

and visitors must book a free timed entry ticket in 

advance here. 

 If you are unable to book online, please telephone 

the Box Office on 01234 718044 and a member of 

staff will be able to assist. The phone line will be 

available Monday to Friday from 11.00am to 

3.00pm (phone line open from Monday 24 Au-

gust). Please note that the Box Office in the 

Harpur Suite, Harpur Square is not currently open 

for collecting tickets in person.   
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V.J. Day. 

Saturday 15 August 2020 saw the 75 Anniversary of V.J. Day marking 

the surrender of Japan  and the end of the Second World War.  The 

Parish Council were privileged to have Mrs Susan Lousada DL, High 

Sheriff of Bedfordshire, present at the village War Memorial together 

with many local residents.  We broadcast to Facebook Live and togeth-

er remembered and recognised all those who served and sacrificed 

their lives in the Far East until that surrender, in awful circumstances, 

brought an end to the Second World War.   

The two minutes silence was observed at 11am following which The 

High Sheriff laid a wreath.  Pat Olney laid a poppy in remembrance of 

her father who was one of those serving in Singapore.  We were also 

reminded that the late Bill Knight formerly of Middle Farm Oakley, 

known by many as a lovely gentleman and the village historian, also 

served in the Far East.   

My father-in-law was serving in Burma at that time too, so the whole occasion was very meaningful 

for our family especially as we were able to include our Grandchildren in the preparations of the War 

memorial with custodian Dave Ursell in the morning. Then in the afternoon, again at the crossroads, 

we were able to toast the end of the War and listen to Wartime tunes and songs played by resident 

Steve Gadsden on his euphonium.   

Sadly it was still raining, having started about noon, but 

not to be beaten we decided to go ahead donning our wet 

weather gear and armed with umbrellas, drinking glass-

es, bottles and chairs. Though there were only 12 of us 

there we made the toast and celebrated as they would 

have 75 years ago enjoying all of the music played.  

Thank you Steve.  Steve played his euphonium every 

Thursday evening at 8pm during the Clap for the Carers.  

We were delighted to receive two sixteen foot lengths of 

poppies, each poppy having been knitted or crocheted by 

members of Oakley WI. They went all around the railings 

at the memorial. Two more similar lengths decorated the 

sign at the Bedford Arms. We have placed an order for 

two more lengths to be draped over the óroofô at the war 

memorial for Remembrance Sunday.  To the Ladies at 

Oakley W.I. we thank you so much for your hard work. 

 

  Paul Philips, Chair 
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David Swallow 


