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Parish Council News 

     Autumn 2021 
Hello Everyone, 

I am putting my notes together on argu-

ably one of the hottest days of the year 

and it makes me reflect on the different 

sorts of weather we have experienced 

this year.  Earlier in the year we thought 

it would not stop raining when many of 

our walks were under water. Then we 

have had days of nearly record breaking 

temperatures with the Met Office issuing 

warnings of potential danger to health.  

For those of us that can remember 

1976, memories come flooding back. 

Anyway we must get on to business and 

during this last quarter the Parish Coun-

cil has been very busy, reflected in the 

minutes which are always available to 

all on the PO Notice Board and on the 

Village Web Site, oakleyvillage.co.uk/

parish-council The major issues and 

consultations have been East/West Rail, 

Oxford/Cambridge Arc and the Bedford 

Borough Plan 2040.  Councillors and 

Clerk have been beavering away on 

these and many others.  Recently we 

also drew up our own emergency plan 

for the village to be used in the event of 

an emergency occurring in our midst.  

We hope to have drawn up the very best 

emergency plan and that it never needs 

to be used. 

Highfield Road Railway Bridge 

Unfortunately our objections to Bedford 

Borough Council concerning the altera-

tions to Highfield Road Railway Bridge 

were unsuccessful.  On 25 May 2021 

Bedford Borough Council Planning De-

partment gave Network Rail (NR) prior 

approval to carry out their planned 

work.  Should you wish to read details 

of the application and the full report this 

can be done by going to 

www.bedford.gov.uk/searchplans and 

click the link VIEW & COMMENT and 

type in Application number 20/02157/

P18 in Simple search box, click on 

Search button.  For the documentation 

click on the DOCUMENTS tab, followed 

by VIEW ASSOCIATED DOCUMENTS.  

The document shows the decision and 

Officers Report, which explains how the 

decision was made.            

 Continued on page 3 
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The publishing date is 1st Dec 2021. 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 

13 Bevery Close 

Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733      

bill@chalker.eclipse.co.uk 

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
Bedford MK40 3RL  

 
Hello Children  
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Highfield Road Railway Bridge (continued) 

The brief the report concludes; ñIt is recognised 
that this bridge is a gateway into the village of 
Oakley and is prominent from the wider area be-
cause of its elevated position.  However there is 
also a real public safety need from the electrifica-
tion of this railway line and whilst a lower parapet 
and/or permanent masonry design solution has 
been considered and discussed, for the reasons 
set out in the report these are not viable or 
realistic options.   

The GRP brickwork design solution 
being put forward across the 
whole bridge, is therefore consid-
ered, on balance, to meet the 
safety needs of Network Rail, as 
well as ensuring the character and 

appearance of the area is not detrimentally 
harmed.  

The development is therefore considered to meet 
the tests (set out in Part 18, Class A to Schedule 2 
of the GPDO), of both being acceptable in terms of 
its location (criteria a), and in terms of the ensur-
ing the amenity of the neighbourhood is not in-
jured by reason of its design and appearance 
(criteria b) particularly when weighing up any 
harm against the public benefit and safety im-
provements that will result from the works.  

It is therefore recommended that the Local Plan-
ning Authority gives its prior approval to the de-
tailed plans and specifications.ò 

In respect of the first consultation Bedford Bor-
ough Council received 26 objections from 23 
households, but in respect of the amended appli-
cation there were only 4 objections from 4 house-
holds.  I am grateful to the 26 people who took 
the trouble to raise their objections, though I have 
to admit to some disappointment that there could 
not have been a lot more. 

Campaign to Protect Rural England 

Earlier this year CPRE Bedfordshire invited Parish 
Councils to nominate areas or projects for consid-
eration for awards under different categories.  

One of the categories was ñLiving Countryside 
Award for Better Places to Live.ò   

We put a case together for Linch Furlong, Com-
munity Orchard and Riverside Meadow to be con-
sidered.  Abbeyfields Roundabout in Elstow won 
this category, but I am delighted to tell you that 
our submission was runner up and has been 
HIGHLY COMMENDED.   

The judges said they were pleased to be able to 
recognize all the hard work and positive impact 
our projects have on the local community. The 
Parish Council is extremely grateful for this recog-
nition and our award is a result of the way Patrick 
Knight manages these sites for us; we thank him 
very much.   

On behalf of the Council I would also like to thank 
everyone who contributed to the initial work to 
make Linch Furlong and the Community Orchard 
viable in the first place. 

Litter Pick 2021 

Our annual Litter Pick will take place on Saturday 
11 September 2021 between 10am and noon 
the day before The Oakley Show. YOU are very 
welcome to attend and help. Children with an 
adult are also very welcome and the meeting 
point is the Scout Hut near the Village Hall.  

Please do your best to attend. It is a really good 
way to re-enforce the message to our young that 
you do not drop litter. We are so lucky to live in 
this village; let us keep it looking nice. 

Footpath Cutting 

On behalf of all walkers, with or without dogs, I 
would like to thank John Cooper who lives in High-
field Road for the way he has regularly cut the 
footpath around the field bordered by Highfield 
Road/the railway line/the River (known as Broad 
Green).  

 This has been quite a commitment for him ena-
bling us to walk without getting our feet and legs 
soaking wet from long grass and weeds.  Thank 
you John we are all very grateful. 

Christmas Lights Switch on 

I know it seems very early to be talking about 
Christmas, but I would like to give you good 
warning that, restrictions at the time permitting,  
the annual Christmas Lights Switch On will take 
place at St Marys Church on Saturday 27 No-
vember 2021 at 5pm. Your support on the even-
ing would be appreciated. I think I have exhaust-
ed everything I have to report on.   

As always thank you for reading this publication 
and thank you for your on going support.   

On your behalf I also thank our Editor, Bill Chalker 
for once again producing an excellent Newsletter. 

Paul Phillips, Chairman.  

[ Editors Note : Diagrams extracted from NR Application ] 
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AMIGO 
As will have been seen from the June issue of the Parish News a garden party is due to take 

place on Tuesday 28th September at the home of Pat Olney at 33 Station Road, Oakley from 

5.30 p.m. Light refreshments and drinks will be available.  Please let John Dixon know by the 

14th September if you wish to come.  John's telephone number is 01234 824959 and his e-mail 

address is                  jwdixon30@gmail.com  

Please note that on the 26th October Nick Cooke 

will be giving a talk at Oakley Methodist Church on 

the activities of the code-breakers at Bletchley Park 

beginning at 7.00 p.m. 

The following further events have been 

planned.  Further details will appear in the Churches 

Together Newsletter for October and on posters dis-

played on Village Noticeboards. 

 

23rd November 2021 

- A visit to the  

Planetarium and  

Telescope at  

Bedford School 

 

 

 

14th December 2021 - Carol Singing  

at The Bedford Arms, Oakley from 8.00 p.m. 

 

 

25th January 2022 - A film show at Oakley 

Methodist Church from 7.00 p.m.  The film 

will be "The Personal History of David Cop-

perfield." 

22nd February 2022 - A light hearted Quiz 

hosted by Sue Brecknock beginning at 7.30 

p.m. at Oakley Methodist Church. 

I am pleased to say that Charlie de Wet has 

agreed to lead us on another London Walk 

on Thursday 23rd June 2022 

 It is also proposed to arrange a talk by the 

Bedford Historian, David Fowler and a guid-

ed visit to "Linch Furlong" led by Patrick Knight as well as an evening ramble. 

I will keep you informed of further developments.  Further details of each event will appear in 

the Churches Together Newsletters nearer the date and in the September issue of the Parish 

News.                                                                                                                 John Dixon 
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Summer at College Farmé 
 
Well, what a harvest it has been and its not over 
yet! I thought last yearôs harvest was very stop 
and start but this year has proved to be more 
challenging! The weather is entirely to blame. It 
appears that our ósummerô is now April and May! 
It has been very frustrating at times but we are 
getting there! 
 
In between harvest we have been cultivating, 
preparing the ground for crops to be drilled later 
in the year, muck spreading to improve the 
ground, baling grass, largely for silage which is 
used to feed cattle in the winter months when 
they come in from the fields. 
 
Our cows are enjoying the grass down the river 
meadows and in the field opposite the farmhouse. 
Grass seems to be growing well now compared to 
earlier in the year where all farmers were worried 
we would run out! Most of our cows are in calf 
and should start calving soon. 
 
We had pest control at the farm earlier in the 
week ï I am sure you can imagine we attract all 
sorts of wild rodents and they can get quite out of 
control. We therefore have to keep the matter 
under control to protect crops and ensure our 
farm animals donôt catch harmful diseases.   
 
We were disappointed that the police had been 
called on this occasion. Our farm contact details 

are easily located online so if anyone has any 
concerns we would appreciate they called us first 
rather than waste police time and resources. The 
police helicopter disturbed our cows and probably 
woke most of the residents in what was a com-
plete waste of time. 
 
We are pleased that life is getting more back to 
normal, village events are back on and teas in 
church has restarted. Its great to see the local 
community come together and raise money for 
fantastic causes. 
 
Farming wife dutiesé 
Our young calves are growing nicely and the older 
ones will hopefully become mothers in the spring 
next year. We are looking forward to seeing the 
calves they produce.  
We are still feeding them nuts in the morning but 
they have the grass to graze on all day. My 
daughter and I went to the Fairy Garden and 
were blown away by the range of activities on of-
fer and the level of detail that the organisers had 
gone to! Thank you for such a lovely afternoon 
out. 
In addition to helping on the farm, I have recently 
completed a Cockerel commission and launched 
some new homeware products, including person-
alised Christmas baubles and tractor bone china 
jugs. Feel free to browse my website ljcrea-
tivestudios.com 
We hope you have enjoyed reading about life on 
the farm. 

Henry and Laura Saunders 
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MERRI FLOWERS & MERRI CHRISTMAS 

TREES 2021 

Welcome to our 2021 overview of our Flower and 

Christmas tree season. Yet again it has been a  

challenging year. The weather has been all over 

the place! The merri month of May óshouldô have 

been the start of our flower selling season, but 

the weather was far too cold to kick start our sea-

son and we had to postpone all of our May events 

to June. 

Come June, things were on the up. Wedding flow-

er orders cancelled in 2020 started trickling in, 

but they were no way near as big as we were 

used to in 2019 because of the 30 person re-

strictions. What we did not sell to Florists, we 

gathered for Friday Flower deliveries within Oak-

ley and five miles of our farm. Picked For You gift 

orders also picked up, many of which we also de-

livered within Oakley. 

Fast forward to July and we started re-hosting 

our Pick Your Own Flower experiences. By the 

end of July we were able to add in more and 

more dates as our flowers flourished and now we 

are near enough fully booked on all our PYO days 

up until the end of September. We even managed 

to get a mention in The Floral Arranger magazine 

as a venue to come and Pick Your Own Dahlias in 

the UK, so if you are a fan of Dahlia maybe see if 

you can visit us soon too.  

Come the end of September our flower season 

óshouldô be over, but who knows, we might be 

gifted with an Indian Summer. September is al-

ways a strange month for us. It is the month we 

start height tagging Christmas trees for wholesale 

orders and re-

numbering 

our rows of 

Christmas 

trees to en-

sure our Tag 

Your Christ-

mas Tree 

days go 

smoothly. 

Year on year 

our trees 

grow another 

foot but fear 

not we shall 

be opening a 

new plot of 

trees this 

year to tag and our first date for tagging will be 

30th October. 

This year we have some wonderfully local wreath 

makers onboard to help us create wreaths and 

more delivery people recruited to offer more de-

livery slots around Bedfordshire. 

We do hope more Oakley residents will come our 

way to support our businesses. Supporting local 

businesses is so important for the local economy, 

especially a seasonal one like ours that is on your 

doorstep. Do not be surprised if you see Rachelle 

judging an óoh so relevant to our farmô category 

at the Oakley Show on 12th September. 

Best wishes to you all.   

Rachelle & Julian Merrill , www.merriflower.co.uk 

Linch Furlong and the  

Community Orchard   

The Community Orchard which is behind the Al-

lotments has been delightfully full of wild flow-

ers under the fruit trees. There are apple, pear 

and plum trees, all heritage varieties. Do come 

along and visit as you might find apples to pick 

and blackberries.  

The allotments are flourishing at last this sea-

son. There should be bumper harvests. Do not 

forget Oakley Show in September. The posters 

will be up soon. 

Linch Furlong has been a delight. The Pyramid 

and Bee Orchids were lovely as were the field 

Scabious, Alexanders. Wild carrots are blooming 

at the moment. Eggs and Bacon were very 

cheery with their yellow and dark orange flow-

ers.  

By the way the blackberries are delicious. I eat 

them nearly everyday when taking the dog 

through there. I was pleased to see that the 

meadowsweet seeds were flowering this year by 

the hedge at the beginning of the Linch Furlong. 

It is great to sit there to take in the lovely view 

and to relax. 

I am so pleased to see that many people are 

now visiting and found the walk under the via-

duct by the river and back to Highfield Road. If 

you wish to venture further do cross the A6 and 

on to Browns Wood.  

Pat Olney 
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Oakley Show 12.30 pm 12 September 2021 

It is lovely to be arranging a show again this year and if you are reading this as soon as your 

Newsletter arrives you will still be in time to get your entries in for the Show.   

Your form needs to be delivered to Wendy at 21 Ruffs Furze or Karen at 43 High Street by    

Saturday 11th September and remember that all entries for under 16s are free.   

If you need any more information on the show please get in touch with Wendy 

Gater: wendygater21@btinternet.com: Tel 824633  

or myself: Julia Nicholas : the1juliamn@aol.com: Tel 07778537427. 

We are looking forward to seeing you on the day with your entries from 9.00am with all the lovely 

produce, baking, arts and crafts. Entries please by 10.30am ready for Judging to start. 

But even if you are not entering please come along to see the exhibits and enjoy a cup of tea and 

a piece of cake from 12.30pm. You can also enter our raffle for lovely prizes donated by Oakley 

businesses.  

You could also go home with some of the entries in the auction at the end of the show after the 

presentation of the Prizes at 2.30pm. 

Julia Nicholas 
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Oakley Speedwatch ï 

Needs YOU! 
We need more volunteers so that roadside speed-

monitoring exercises can be arranged without re-

lying so much on the few volunteers we have at 

the moment. About two exercises are arranged 

every month: they take place at various times in 

daylight hours, at various locations in the village 

and last for around two hours. 

Please contact Paul Phillips or Ann Paice if you 

would be willing to volunteer and are over 18 

years of age. 

Speedwatch operations had been largely aban-

doned due to Covid, apart from the monitoring of 

speeding at various locations, using the Morelock 

equipment. 

It was apparent that speeding had become worse 

over the last year and it was decided that the 

speedwatch exercise should be resumed. The 

speedwatch volunteers met in mid-June to consid-

er developments and arrange the resumption of 

road-side exercises. 

The following numbers (part of the full report) 

make disturbing reading and show that speeding 

in the village is again a serious issue, having be-

come worse than before the start of the pandem-

ic:-  

Location: Highfield Road.  

Direction: Facing roundabout off Paula Radcliffe 

Way.  

From Saturday May 1st 12.12pm to Tuesday May 

25th 8.30am 2021, 23.8 days  

Out of the 3,584 Departing speeders in the 23 

days (151 per day) there were 34 instances of 

50mph and over. The fastest of these was travel-

ling at 62mph as it passed the Morelock device 

near the bridge. What is worse is that it was a 

lorry! It was at 5.34pm in the evening a busy 

time for pedestrians. 

There were 2,027 Arriving speeders (85 per day) 

with 31 at 50mph and over. The fastest was a car 

at 64mph at 6.27 in the morning and second was 

again a lorry at 62mph at 5.54 in the evening.  

Further analysis of information recorded by the 

Morelock equipment suggests that the display of 

speed, when presented to motorists, has a notice-

able effect on their compliance with the speed 

limit. This could justify considering the installation 

of further displays in key locations round the vil-

lage. 

The additional equipment would be costly and 

warrants further research and careful considera-

tion. Some of the team have carried out initial 

surveys and costings so that a report can be pre-

sented to the parish council at the September 

meeting. Funding would need to be sought before 

further progress could even be considered, but 

this is a matter of safety, high on the list of many 

residentsô concerns.                      Steve Nicholas 

Snippet No.52 

 

...and while we are on the subjecté(well, you might not have been, but I am, again)... 

I would like to suggest a possible new taxation scheme to government ï frequent and inappropriate 

use of some words might be a lucrative source of income.  

The word ñlikeò comes to mind, because the word ñlikeò is used unnecessarily, like, all of the time, 

in, like, everyday conversation and stuff. 

You might hear a gem of a statement such as, ñMe and my friends was, like, going away for the 

weekend, like, for the first time since, like, lockdown.ò (A real example, possibly unfortunately). 

There is so much wrong with that sentence, but my age-addled brain hears that as an attempt to 

convey, ñMy friends and I were, resembling, going away for the weekend, the same as, for the first 

time since, similar to, lockdownò.  

There is no logic in my choice of synonyms, thus emphasising the point. 

I will will leave it here ï I need a lie-down. 

Steve Nicholas 
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Welcome back to the Staff and Clients to the Old School on the 31st  August. All the clients are keen 

to come back and be able to socialise.  The Staff have been contacting the clients by phone and pro-

vide a weekly newsletter and quizzes to entertain them but it is not the same as being at the centre 

said one client. 

At the moment we are taking clients who have already had been attending the centre to make sure 

that they are comfortable and we are able to see that they settle in happily.  

We have additional people who would like to attend the centre and will be, during September, when 

our existing clients are happily settled.  

If you would like to attend the centre, please contact Lynne on 07733 227374 and she can arrange a 

date for you to visit.                                                                                                   Pat Olney  
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OAKLEY EMERGENCY GROUP 

 

 

 

 

 

An Emergency Group has recently been set up in Oakley to provide a first 

response in the event of a village emergency. 

The Group will complement the work of the emergency services and the 

Borough Council and will help vulnerable residents, where possible.   

If there is anyone in your property or neighbourhood who might need 

particular assistance in an emergency, please let us know  

on parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk or 07873 887370. 

If anyone is interested in joining the Emergency Group or could provide 

help e.g. medical training, 4 x 4 transport etc. please also let us know. 

Personal information will be held for use in an emergency only and will 

only be passed to Emergency Services when necessary.   
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Oakley Village Hall  

Defibrillator 

For a heart attack, or any medical emergency, 

residents need to dial 999 and ask for an am-

bulance and the controller will give them the 

code to open the defib if they decide it is 

needed.  It is sometimes used for other medi-

cal emergencies as it records the patientôs 

condition and can then be taken to hospital 

with them. 

Do not leave the patient alone get help to 

bring the defibrillator to you.  

 

 

 

The defibrillator has voice and  

display instructions  

and is very easy to use.  

 Bill Chalker, Editor 


