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Parish Council News 

     Autumn 2022 
Welcome to the autumn edition of the 

Oakley Newsletter 

It has been a very busy summer in the 

village with glorious weather for most of 

our events with lots of community pic-

nics over the Jubilee weekend in various 

green spaces around the village. It was 

lovely to see residents of all ages com-

ing together to celebrate. The editor was 

out and about with his camera and he 

has collated a lovely picture montage 

from other residents, in the middle of 

the newsletter, which shows how much 

we all enjoyed ourselves. Thank you to 

the organisers of the events and thank 

you all for attending. 

Brockwell Meadow 

The work to enhance Brockwell mead-

owôs environmental diversity will begin 

in December / January this / next year. 

Our contractor will be planting a range 

of wildflower seeds which he will man-

age in the same way as he manages 

Linch Furlong and the Riverside, with 

selective grass cutting and strimming to 

allow for the best environment for the 

flowers to flourish. He will also be help-

ing us to plant more trees and bushes 

and will manage the existing trees to 

give us increased diversity. We hope 

that once the meadow starts to become 

established we will be able to provide 

information sessions for all residents to 

understand the progress. 

As I mentioned in the last newsletter the 

new Pre-school will be able to access the 

meadow from their outside space to use 

as part of their curriculum. The parish 

council have agreed to provide a gate 

through new fencing into the pre-school 

area. However this will not be accessible 

to parents for dropping children off and 

will only be opened by staff during the 

school day. 

Jubilee tree 

The tree that was provided by the Bor-

ough Council as part of the Queens Jubi-

lee Green canopy has been planted on 

the village green and now has a plaque  

 Continued on page 3 
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to commemorate the event. As we have had such 
a hot dry summer, the tree may appear to be 
struggling to survive. If you live near the Green 
and see it appears to be wilting, please give it a 
bucket of water to help it thrive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincroft School planning application 

Shortly before the summer holiday Lincroft school 

applied for planning permission to erect a security 

fence between the primary school and secondary 

school playing fields. They also included a new 

multi-use games area with surrounding fencing 

alongside the current single storey classroom 

block at the edge of their current hard standing 

play area. Many residents were concerned as the 

application seemed to suggest that two metre 

high fencing would be installed around the whole 

perimeter of the field. Parish Councillors also had 

several questions about the application, so we in-

vited the head and senior leadership team from 

the new Multi Academy Trust (MAT) to come to 

our June meeting to answer our questions. Many 

residents also attended to hear from the school. 

The CEO of the MAT explained that Lincroft school 

needs a lot of money spending on the buildings to 

bring them up to date and they have pledged an 

initial Ã1.5m to do the most urgent works of which 

this and subsequent applications for a new dining 

hall and internal improvements are the priorities. 

He told us that the security fencing will only be 

between the two schools, not around the whole 

perimeter and that the MUGA is intended purely to 

be an expanded playground area and not to be 

used for regular PE sessions.  

The parish council supported the application, with 

some conditions, including a request for noise 

dampening on the side of the fence closest to 

housing. 

The parish council also asked the school for a pub-

lic meeting with residents to be scheduled for later 

in the year when the schoolôs longer term plans 

are known.   

 

Oakley Recreation Ground 

Residents around the Recreation ground have 

continued to contact the parish council with their 

concerns about the noise they experience as part 

of the activities that are held there. We asked the 

Oakley Recreation Association for a meeting in the 

early part of the summer and from that they 

agreed to meet with the residents themselves 

which they have now done. As the issues are on-

going it is important that they are reported to the 

committee so that everything can be considered 

when they review their summer activities, before 

planning for the autumn.  

A reminder that the ground is run by the Oakley 

Sports and Social club, not the Parish council, so 

please contact them if you would like to discuss 

any of their activities. Their email is:               

info@oakleyssc.com. The Parish councilôs repre-

sentative on the ORA committee, will continue to 

raise residentsô concerns so please copy us into 

any correspondence that you have with them.  

Footpath and verge Parking 

Parking on roads around the village is increasingly 

difficult as the number of households with multiple 

cars increases. However it is not acceptable to 

park on footpaths and verges. Parking on the 

verges damages underground services and makes 

the grass harder to cut, whilst parking on pave-

ments makes it impossible for people with limited 

mobility and parents with young children in bug-

gies to pass by safely. It may mean leaving your 

car parked a little further from your house than 

you would like, but please do not use the foot-

paths and verges to park on if you cannot find a 

space on the road near your house. 

We have a particular problem in the Furlong be-

cause of the number of houses there with their 

garages in a block. Parking on footpaths and op-

posite the entrance to the garages blocks resi-

dents from accessing their garages. The parish 

council have agreed to ask the Borough Council to 

install bollards on the path and mark white lines in 

front of entrances to help improve the situation 

there. 

Jane Walker   Acting Chair 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 



п 

Borough Council News 

Community Safety Survey  
  
The Bedford Borough Community Safety Partner-

ship wants to hear from you on their recently 

launched Community Safety survey. This survey 

will help assess crime and anti-social behaviour in 

the Borough and inform the new Community Safe-

ty Plan 2023-26. 

  

The Partnership is made up of a number of differ-

ent local organisations working together including 

the Council, Bedfordshire Police, Fire & Rescue 

Service, the Probation Service and local health 

leaders. 

 

They work with housing associations, local busi-

nesses and voluntary/community organisations to 

tackle crime, disorder, anti-social behaviour, drug 

and alcohol misuse and increase peopleôs percep-

tions about safety and well-being in our communi-

ties. 

The survey will ask questions about how safe peo-

ple feel in their local area and in the town centre, 

any crime or anti-social behaviour they have ex-

perienced, and wider questions about experiences 

of and perceptions of these issues within parts of 

Bedford Borough. 

Visit https://www.bedford.gov.uk/

CSPConsultation to find out more. 

You can also request a paper version of the sur-

vey by emailing CommunitySafe-

ty@bedford.gov.uk or visiting one of the collection 

sites across Bedford Borough. Paper surveys are 

available for collection at Borough Hall, Cauldwell 

Street, MK42 9AP and all Bedford Borough librar-

ies. 

Have your say by completing the online survey by 

Friday 30th September 2022. 

 

Bedford Borough Parks Retain Prestigious 

Green Flag Awards 

The Green Flag Award scheme recognises and re-

wards well-managed parks and green spaces, set-

ting the benchmark standard for their manage-

ment across the United Kingdom and around the 

world. 

Addison Howard Park, Bedford Park, Harrold-Odell 

Country Park and Priory Country Park, have all yet 

again been included in this yearôs winners list. 

This is alongside the retention of the Green Flag 

Community Awards for Hill Rise Local Nature Re-

serve, Mowsbury Hillfort and Putnoe Wood, all 

managed through our wonderful volunteer groups, 

the Friends of Hill Rise and the Friends of Putnoe 

Wood and Mowsbury Hillfort respectively. 

For Harrold Odell Country Park this is the fif-

teenth year in a row that it has received the 

award. Priory Country Park is celebrating its twen-

ty first award by receiving its highest score to 

date, which is a testament to the quality of the 

park and those responsible for maintaining it.  

Over the last year, both Priory Country Park and 

Bedford Park have benefitted from significant im-

provement projects.  For Priory Country Park this 

has been through the introduction of new all-

weather footpaths around the lake and the instal-

lation of a new outdoor gym area. The large play-

ground at the east of Bedford Park is currently 

having a sprinkling of fairy dust with its fairy-tale 

themed refurbished.  

If you would be interested in volunteering in one 

of the Councilôs parks and green spaces, please 

visit www.bedford.gov.uk/volunteering or 

sign up to the Community Volunteering email bul-

letin at www.bedford.gov.uk/stayconnected. 

Northern Gateway Scheme 

The scheme is now complete and appears to be 

making a positive impact on traffic flows, with the 

right hand filter into Sainsburys from Paula Rad-

cliffe Way significantly reducing queues around 

the Manton Lane roundabout. The traffic lights are 

currently switched on permanently. Their effect on 

traffic flows is being monitored to see the impact 

this causes. This data will be reviewed after six 

months of operation and decision on switching to 

part time operation will be taken.  

The lane markings on the approach roads are also 

being monitored to see if modification may be re-

quired. 

 

Disruption due to Emergency Road Works 

The Borough is aware of the disruption caused 

when emergency road closures are put in place 

due to utility emergencies or Network Rail. The 

recent problems with Highfield Road and water 

mains bursting on the roads linking to Oakley 

have put pressure on our local roads.  The council 

works with the companies to set up suitable diver-

sion routes and also to try and ensure public 

transport provision is maintained.   

By the time you read this, Highfield Road will have 

reopened. The Council will be asking Network Rail 

to try and limit the future impact of works on this 

bridge, but they are aware that the current work 

may not resolve the longer-term problems.  

Continued on Page 6 
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Are you registered to vote? 
   
The Annual Canvass of households, to update the 

Electoral Register, is now live. Each year the Bor-

ough Council have to, by law, find out who is eligi-

ble to register to vote. 

Communications (via email, letter or form) were 

sent, in stages, to all residential properties in Bed-

ford Borough from 21st July 2022. You can re-

spond by internet or by phone. If these options 

are not accessible to you the response can be 

posted back. If you have received a form please 

do not return it if you have responded using one 

of the digital methods, as we only need one re-

sponse. 

As required by the Government, if you do not re-

spond, they will have to send you another com-

munication to remind you that you need to re-

spond and this may also involve a personal visit to 

your property.   

If you have recently moved address it is important 

you look out for your communication and check 

whether you are registered at your new address. 

Every year the Council check the electoral register 

to make sure that any resident who is eligible to 

vote can do so. Follow the steps you have been 

sent so that you can have your say in future elec-

tions. 

 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email :  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

OAKLEY RAILWAY STATION SIGN 

I have 

been 

contact-

ed by 

someone 

who is a 

railway 

memora-

bilia buff 

and he 

has to downsize.  

Part of his collection is the 7ft by 2ft Oakley Sta-

tion Sign which is available to anyone interested 

in purchasing; please make contact through   

Graham Palmer on 07710 462535. 
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