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Parish Council News 

     Autumn 2023 
Welcome to the late summer into au-

tumn edition of the Oakley Newsletter - 

ñThe Oracleò as my husband calls it. It is 

a really good publication setting out what 

goes on in this lovely village of ours. 

Whilst I am on this theme, I will just give 

a big thank you to Bill Chalker who vol-

unteers to produce this great publication. 

Thanks Bill - it is a good and informative 

read, with something for everyone. 

The Parish Council has been getting into 

our stride. We take on different responsi-

bilities and sit on different committees in 

addition to our Parish Council commit-

ments and I think it is worth setting 

these out for you.  

Finance Advisory Group: Chair, J Abbott, 

J Walker, R Worker  

Planning Advisory Group: C Bays, P 

Jones, P Olney, R Saunders, J Walker  

NDP Group: P Olney, J Walker, R Worker 

Allotment Group: P Olney.   Former Cllr. 

Nicholas to continue as Allotment Man-

ager. 

Speed Watch Group: R Worker.  Former 

Cllr. Phillips would continue as co-

ordinator  

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J 

Abbott 

Footpath & Waste Bins: P Jones 

Oakley Directory:  C Worker 

Oakley Recreational Association: P 

Jones, T Saunders, R Worker  

Village Hall: P White 

Oakley Carnival Committee: C Bays, C 

Worker  

Education Charity Trust: J Walker ( Re-

serve R Worker) 

The Villager Community Minibus: C 

Worker    

Tree Warden: R Saunders 

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney 

Youth Club: S Fardon 

Continued on page 3 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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You may be interested to find out more and lend 
support yourself as success comes from a good 
mix of villagers and councillors! Please do get in 
contact if anything grabs your attention. 

Development within Oakley 

I think it rather prudent to keep you appraised on 
the planning and activity surrounding the spaces 
on Station Road and the plot on the High Street.  
Both of these plots were agreed under the Oakley 
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) (and vot-
ed on by villagers) as areas for new housing. 
These also ensure Oakley meets with the require-
ments under the Bedford Borough Local Plan 
2030. 

The site on Station Road has now been to an ap-
peal after originally being refused permission by 
Bedford Borough planners.  The inspector has this 
week (24th July) allowed the appeal thus granting 
outline planning permission for the site. This was 
for an outline application (all matters reserved 
other than access) for the development of up to 
40 dwellings, vehicular and pedestrian access, 
green infrastructure including open space and 
landscaping and related drainage and other infra-
structure works on land off Station Road, Oakley.  
We gave our views to the Inspector, along with a 
resident who also attended. We agreed that the 
land is the site the village had chosen for our allo-
cation of houses, however, we feel that under the 
NDP the wording of allowing around 30 dwellings 
is not the same as a development of up to 40 
dwellings.  

The NDP group will now be reviewing the com-
ments made by the inspector which will help us 
give consideration to plans received in due course 
for the site development. If you would like to read 
what the inspector has said then the report is 
available on Bedford Borough Council website un-
der planning. 

[ Editor :- Not sure if this helps but here is the 
link - type in with no gaps  https://
edrms.bedford.gov.uk/PlanningBrowse.aspx?
id=pZ2YqrfhbViSOZSy5mHg8w%3d%3d ] 

Meanwhile we have again, this week, had contact 
from developers interested in the site on the High 
Street that was identified under the NDP.  They 
will be communicating their thoughts to nearby 
residents at the end of July and have asked to 
meet with us, as a Parish Council to share their 
ideal plans. Meeting with the developers does not 
confer any degree of acceptance or agreement to 
the plans, and we feel it is important to meet to 
understand what they would ideally like to 
achieve. We will be doing so along with our volun-
teers on the NDP group as soon as a suitable date 
is arranged 

Oakley Recreational Association 

In the Spring edition of the newsletter you were 
able to read about the tennis court at the ORA 
ground.  The ORA has repurposed the court and 
the Parish Council were rather concerned about it 

at the time - feeling that this was a great asset to 
the village and consequently a loss of amenity. 
Representatives from the Parish Council met with 
the ORA on 1 June to reset our collective under-
standing of the remit of both the ORA and our-
selves as a Parish Council.   

It is worth setting out here so villagers also have 
the same clarity.  

The Parish Council and the ORA are joint lease-
holders on the land that the Association occupies. 
The Parish Council pays the rent for the land. This 
ensures that if for any reason anything happens 
to the ORA then there is time in hand for any new 
arrangement to be put into place. Under the rules 
of the Charity Commission, the Parish Council 
cannot have ANY involvement in the running of 
the ORA.  That is for the ORA and Oakley Sports 
and Social Club (OSSC) to do and they must take 
the decisions that are in their best interests. Con-
sequently, it is for them to decide which amenities 
to provide based on usage, income, available re-
sources etc.  

Continued on Page 4 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 

One of several Planning Layout Options 
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Oakley Recreational Association - Continued 

To that end, whilst we were concerned as a Par-

ish Council, we totally accept that the decision 

regarding the tennis court, and any others relat-

ing to amenities provided is for the ORA/OSSC to 

make.  

Reviewing and refreshing our engagement with 

the ORA has been most helpful in resetting the 

boundaries for all parties. The Parish Councillors 

who liaise with the ORA, noted at the beginning 

of the newsletter, joined the recent bi monthly 

ORA meeting which was held on 18th July, along 

with other interested groups. A report will be giv-

en to the Parish Council at the forthcoming meet-

ing on the 5th September and recorded in the 

minutes accordingly.  

What did emerge through our discussion was that 

there are events taking place both on the recrea-

tional field and in the social club which are acces-

sible to the broader community. These are over 

and above specific member events and really 

help to demonstrate the importance of the ORA 

to the village.  

Finally, if any residents have queries, suggestions 

or comments requiring responses from the ORA 

or OSSC then they have requested that they 

should initially be raised directly with them. Only 

if a satisfactory agreement between the resident 

and the ORA could not be met should the matter 

be escalated to the Parish Council or other appro-

priate body. 

Parking 

I feel I could write several pages on inconsiderate 

parking in the village and I do not want to do 

this. Parking is a modern day challenge for us all. 

We have asked the Borough to refresh the yellow 

lines  in the area by the Post Office which they 

have done. However, we do not want the village 

painted yellow and so the best thing to do is to 

ask you to consider your own responsibility to 

other users - pedestrians and road users alike 

when you are parking your vehicle. If you are 

trying to walk along the pavement and your route 

is blocked by a vehicle then please take a photo 

and send to our Parish Clerk. We will send to the 

police and they will talk to the driver about the 

impact of such parking. 

Litter - would you like to be a volunteer 

picker? 

A resident wrote to me to let me know that any 

villager can contact the Environmental Services 

Officer at the Borough Council, who can provide 

equipment for litter picking free of charge and 

delivered to your door. The Officer is June Laban 

(Events and Infrastructure Officer) and she can 

be reached at the following email address -      

volunteering@bedford.gov.uk. 

You will be provided with a hoop, bag, picker, 

high viz jacket. If this is of interest to you then 

please make contact.   

She also asks that individuals register as volun-

teers and then asks every month for a rough es-

timate of time spent volunteering and the num-

ber of bags collected.  

The Parish Council does employ a litter picker, 

but all contributions to picking up litter are very 

welcome - or even better - let us not drop it in 

the first place!  

A couple of dates  for your diary 

The Oakley Show is taking place on the 10th 

September and is a great opportunity to pro-

mote a wide range of skills and talent from 

across the village. Do not hesitate to make and 

create, enter the relevant classes and to share 

and show off your produce, cakes, jams, photo-

graphs, chutneys, bakes, arts and crafts! 

 

Christmas Tree 

Lights  

Finally, it is still ra-

ther early to be men-

tioning the ñCò word 

but maybe I could 

ask you to reserve  

2nd December as a 

date in your diary for 

the switching on of 

lights, community 

singing and some 

seasonal fare.  

Full details to be published nearer the time. 

Finally, residents are always welcome to come 

and observe Parish Council meetings, or to speak 

at the open session if you wish to bring some-

thing to our attention. 

Thank you                          Sara Fardon, Chair 
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Borough Council News 
East West Rail (EWR) 

Earlier this year the Government announced its 

decision on the proposed route for EWR which the 

Mayor and Council are now reviewing the details 

of, to better understand the implications of the 

proposals for the people of Bedford Borough. 

In order to explain the councilôs position on the 

EWR announcement Mayor Tom Wootton is ar-

ranging meetings over the next few months. 

These meetings are to let residents know what 

the council is doing about EWR and for Mayor Tom 

and councillors to listen to residentsô opinions. It 

is not a protest meeting and no-one from EWR will 

be there, but council officers will be and they will 

give residents as much information as they have. 

The closest meeting to Oakley will be in Clapham. 

The date will be the evening of 12th October with 

the venue to be advised. Please look out on Social 

media and noticeboards for more information. 

Fusion 

The Fusion contract for the Leisure sites in Bed-

ford Borough, is coming to an end in January 

2024. These sites are: Robinson Pool, Kempston 

Pool, Oasis, The Athletic stadium, Mowsbury Park 

golf course, The Bunyan Centre, The Kempston 

Outdoor Centre 

and Blue Peris 

in Wales.  

Over the period 

of this contract 

there has been 

a lot of dissatis-

faction with the 

way that Fusion 

has run the sites on behalf of the council so they 

have not been asked to extend the contract. Offic-

ers and councillors are currently putting together 

a tender which will go out to interested operators 

in September. Unfortunately, because of the tight 

timescale, there will not be time to consult with 

residents over the details of what is provided, 

however the intention is that initially this contract 

will be for two years and all centres will remain 

open for the time being. The contract will be 

awarded in November for a beginning of February 

start. 

Local Plan 2040 hearings  

The hearing sessions of the Examination of the 

Bedford Local Plan continue in the autumn and 

are open to everyone to come and observe, alt-

hough you will need to have written in to the In-

spector beforehand if you wish to speak. 

The hearing sessions will take place: 

Block 2 hearing sessions  

Week 3: Monday 11 September to Friday 15 Sep-

tember.  

Week 4: Monday 18 September to Friday 22 Sep-

tember. 

Free parking in Bedford Town centre 

Bedford Borough Council has launched a trial 

scheme to support local businesses in Bedford 

Town Centre by offering up to four hours of free 

parking at Allhallows car park. 

Shoppers visiting Allhallows car park can enjoy up 

to four hours of free parking starting from Tues-

day 1 August 2023, until Thursday 1 February 

2024. 

The new Administration, led by Mayor Tom, are 

committed to working on a range of innovative 

projects around the Town Centre which will sup-

port local businesses to thrive and prosper. This 

trial will be monitored to see how it influences 

shopper behaviour and results will be used to in-

fluence future parking policies. It is the first initia-

tive being trailed along with other ideas which will 

be introduced to attract more residents into the 

Town centre. 

If you need any further information or assistance 

with issues at the council, you can contact us on  

Jane Walker 

Email:  jane@janewalker.co.uk 

07952 879587 

Facebook: Cllr Jane Walker 

Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Demo-
crats 
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Oakley 

Youth 

Club 

needs a new 

Treasurer 
The treasurer is retiring after many years 

due to work commitments. The Youth 

club thanks her for her sterling work on 

behalf of the youth club.  

She will handover the accounts and she 

assures us that is not time consuming. 

If you are interested in a treasurers 

work; 

Please contact: OYCsecretari-

al@gmail.com  

Thank you Sara Fardon and Pat Olney 

 

Oakley  

Village  

Directory  

2024 
Do you want your club/society/business  

to be in the 2024 Oakley Village Directory?  

It is free to get your details printed,  

or for a small charge you can advertise. 

  There is no better way to help local people  

support you than by telling them 

 you live/work in Oakley! 

The Directory is printed once a year in January 

and distributed free to all residents in the village. 

To be included in the 2024 directory 

 please contact Caroline Worker ï 

 oakleyvillagedirectory@gmail.com  

mailto:oakleyvillagedirectory@gmail.com
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

Phantom Sprayer 

We are still reading reports on facebook of people being upset and annoyed by dog 

fouling on High street and other pavements, and certainly, I find it on the alley 

ways and also in the Sports field, where the children 

knock around playing football. 

So many people are now so diligent at picking up, and on the whole 

our village is cleaner now, despite there being more lovely dogs, but I 

do wish those last few people would just put a bag or two in their 

pocket to pick up and make our streets, greens and fields absolutely 

free of any dog mess. 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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Seeking enthusiastic historians to investigate the 

Oakley Village Hall archive 
On 28th June 1943 ï in the middle of the War - 

18 residents of Oakley gathered to form the 

Oakley Village Hall Building Fund, with the aim 

of purchasing land ultimately to be used for a 

Village Hall.   

As we know, their tremendous efforts were ulti-

mately successful and our first Hall was built in 

1954, on land gifted by the Charles Wells Brew-

ery. When that became unsuitable, the old Hall 

was replaced by the current one, which opened 

in 1995.    

We have the hand-written minute books from 

1943 onwards, and typewritten records from about 1988.  These give a fascinating insight into life at 

that time and into the history of the Hall.  For example: 

¶ The first Oakley Fete was held on 2nd August 1943, in óNewellôs fieldô, with refreshments 

served in the Home Guard hut.  There was an entrance fee of 6d per adult and 3d per child. 

The programmes were numbered as entries to the raffle - the prize was a War Certificate.  The 

accounts of the fete show that a profit of Ã125-10-8d was made.  The decimal currency equiva-

lent of this is Ã125.53.  That profit in todayôs money would be over Ã4,000! 

¶ Food was on ration in the UK until 1954, with strict limits to the amount of bacon, ham, sugar, 

tea, meat, cheese, preserves, butter, margarine, lard and sweets that could be bought.  This 

probably explains why menus for Village Hall fundraising events were the same, time after 

time, over the years. The most common menus were Fish & Chip suppers, or Sausage & Pota-

to, with apple pie. 

¶ The Water Carnival in September 1949 had a swimming competition in the river! 

We know broadly what is in these records, but it would be lovely to have a proper history of Oakley 

Village Hall.   

If you fancy a project (volunteers please)  and are interested in getting to grips with our archive, 

please contact Ruth Bender, r.bender@cranfield.ac.uk for more details. 
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Steveôs Snippet No.67 

Courgettes ï the simple to grow seasonal vegetable, often so successful you wonder what on earth to 

do with them all! 

I prefer yellow varieties as they are often slightly firmer. They are often not quite so prolific as green 

varieties, and, letôs face it, they are more interesting in colour. 

1. Roasting ï this reduces the volume and water content, increasing flavour. 

Cut a green and a yellow courgette into slices, at a slant to increase their size and make them a more 

interesting shape. Spread the slices out on a baking tray, season them in experimental ways, as you 

like, and roast them for up to 20 minutes at around 190 degrees C, turning at half-time to even-out 

the roasting.  An air-fryer is ideal for this ï I have also heard of courgette crisps, but never tried 

them. 

2. Courgette Soup ï healthy and delicious, this can be made in larger quantities and frozen ï great! 

(You can now enjoy courgettes in winter too!). 

There are many recipes available online for soups using courgettes. Explore! That glut of courgettes 

can be used for many other recipes, including cakes. However, a soup can be flavoured in many ways 

and be a healthier alternative to sugar-containing recipes. 

Our favourite soup is:-  1 kg courgettes, 1 leek or 1 large onion, 4 cloves of garlic,  2 tbsp vegetable 

oil,  750 ml vegetable stock, 200 g frozen peas, 20 g fresh basil or 3 tsp dried basil, 50 g cheese,  

salt and pepper to taste 

Simply prepare, oil and roast (40ish mins at 200C) the courgette (1cm slic-

es), leek or onion (chop) with garlic (leave peel on). While the roasting 

happens make up the stock with boiled water and add the frozen peas. 

When the vegetables are roasted to your liking, squeeze the garlic cloves 

out of their skins and add all of the ingredients together in a blender ï 

blend until smooth.  Enjoy immediately or freeze in portion sizes when 

cooled.  
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Harrold-Odell Country Park 
In July, Harrold-Odell Country Park was awarded Green Flag status for 2023/2024 for the 16th 

year in a row! This is judged to an international standard and means that we meet a wide range of 

criteria ï the park attained overall top marks (over 80 out of 100) which is testament to the hard 

work and dedication of the volunteers and staff (past and present) that has gone into making it such 

a wonderful place. 

The Friends of Harrold-Odell Country Park were also nominated in the CPRE Living Countryside 

Awards where they jointly won the óKeep it Wildô category. The Friends deserve all the recognition 

they can get as they put in an enormous number of hours of hard work into making the park a spe-

cial place to visit. 

This summer, we have produced a Childrenôs Activities booklet that contains a maze, nature sudoku, 

word search, colouring in and sheets to do some brass rubbings (which are located in the shelter belt 

and around the lake). You can now buy this for Ã1 from the caf®! Last year, we produced an I Spot 

booklet (designed to get children all the way around the park) that can also be bought in the caf® for 

Ã1. If you like feeding ducks, we sell grain (small bags 30p found outside and large bags Ã1 found 

inside the caf®) ï this is much healthier for the ducks than bread. 

Every other Thursday, there are health walks around the park and/or local area. Meeting at 10:30am 

at the woodland entrance to the 

Dragonfly Caf®, they last about 1 

hour. The dates are 7th & 21st Sep-

tember, 5th & 19th October, 2nd, 

16th & 30th November and 14th & 

28th December. More info can be 

found at https://hocp.co.uk/get-

involved/health-walks/ 

In return for a donation, we have a 

pile of woodchips that are available 

for collection. Please call us on 

01234 720016 or e-mail 

hocp@beford.gov.uk to arrange. 

Only while stocks last! 

We hope you enjoy your visits to 

Harrold-Odell Country Park! 

Ed Green  Country Park Officer 

 

Oakley Education Foundation 

The costs of textbooks, tools or equipment can be daunting when starting a new 

school, apprenticeship, college or university course. If you are 16-25 years old 

and live in Oakley, you are eligible to apply for a grant from the Oakley Educa-

tional Foundation, a charity run by a board of trustees since the 1950s.  

To apply, simply complete an easy application form, attach the original receipts 

and the foundation will assess it. If successful, they will reimburse you with a cheque. There are two 

occasions each year when applications are considered. 

I was supported by the Foundation in my undergraduate and Masters degrees; the charity massively 

helped me by taking the stress away of costs associated purchase of an expensive textbook, that I 

otherwise would have needed to use my student loan to cover. My brother, uncles and cousins have 

also applied over the years for books and tools. It would be ridiculous not to apply!  

Email Louise Tunley, at louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk for more details about eligibility, details of 

funds available and request an application form.                                                       Alice Worker 


