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Parish Council News 

     Autumn  2025 
Dear Residents,  

Welcome to the late summer into au-

tumn edition of the Oakley Newsletter.   

The Parish Council has been attending to 

village business as you would expect and 

you can follow all that we do by looking 

at the minutes on the notice board out-

side the Post Office, or on the village 

website which is 

www.oakleyvillage.co.uk 

There you will also be able to see the 

notice about the vacancy on the parish 

council. Caroline Walker recently stood 

down from the council.  On behalf of 

Oakley, we want to send her our thanks 

for all she has done whilst being a coun-

cillor.  

Now it is your chance. If you are inter-

ested in Oakley and making this village 

the best it can be for all villagers then 

this is the role for you!  If you wish to 

find out more, or put your name forward, 

then please do chat to the Clerk, or any 

parish councillor. 

80th Anniversary of VJ Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am writing this the day after the 80th 

Anniversary of V J Day. I took a photo of 

the War Memorial on the day. It was a 

baking hot day, as you can see. The flag  

Continued on page 3 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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is once again raised to mark a very special occa-

sion, so thank you to Adam Aylott. Additionally, 

the war memorial always looks in tip top condi-

tion and thanks go to Chris and John Cooper for 

their sterling efforts in this regard. 

Traffic and Parking  

At the June Parish Council meeting we were 

joined by Andy Prigmore from Bedford Borough 

Council. Mr Prigmore is Head of Highways, fleet 

and traffic operations. We had wanted to have 

discussion with the Borough over parking in the 

village at school start and finish time.  Mr Prig-

more assured us that the Borough were well 

aware of the parking issues - and unfortunately 

this is very common around schools in many 

places. As the expansion of Lincroft continues 

the Borough are considering further parking re-

strictions and widening the footway in Station 

Road.  

Their aim is to manage dangerous parking - 

hence the yellow lines at the entrance at Reynes 

Drive. We discussed a few different things, such 

as a one way traffic system around the village - 

Mr Prigmore feels that this speeds up traffic, 

whilst parked cars do have the effect of slowing 

traffic down. The council is not in favour of yel-

low lines other than at junctions as they cannot 

be enforced with cameras and it displaces the 

problem somewhere else. 

A proposal is to be prepared by Highways and 

forwarded to the Council for comment.  

Volunteer Opportunities  

We are still on the lookout for someone who 

would like to take care of the planting at the vil-

lage entrance signs at Highfield Road and the 

flower bed under the Oakley sign at the cross 

roads. The cost of new plants is met by the Par-

ish Council so just time, effort, care and atten-

tion sought! Please do let the clerk know if you 

are interested. 

Later in the newsletter, you will see the Oakley 

Youth Club are seeking new committee mem-

bers. The Youth Club has served the village well 

for many years. It is fully supported by the Par-

ish Council, making the Youth Club and the vil-

lage extremely lucky in this regard. If you would 

like to get involved, then please have a look at 

the detail later in the magazine. There is a team 

in place to run the Youth Club on a Friday night, 

so these volunteer roles are about helping with 

the overall running structure of the Youth Club.  

Thankyou to Bill Chalker  

Talking of volunteering, it is time once again to 

shine a light in the direction of Bill Chalker, the 

hard-working editor of this magazine. Bill pro-

duces the Oakley Newsletter four times per year 

- and what a good read it is.  Managing the con-

tent, layout, printing and publishing leads to the 

publication we see - always with an enticing 

front cover as well. The newsletter gives such a 

good representation of our village, reflects what 

has been happening and has something for eve-

ryone. Thanks, Bill, for all your efforts, which I 

am sure the whole village appreciates.  

Teas In Church  

This newsletter should be delivered in time for 

you to read about how fabulous the teas in the 

Church are and maybe go and sample them 

yourself before they finish for another year. I 

popped in earlier this year, on my way back from 

cycling and enjoyed a fabulous slice of coffee 

walnut cake, two refreshing cups of tea, accom-

panied by afternoon music. It was delightful.  

Thank you to Diane Alder, who brings everything 

together. Diane finds all the various groups and 

families that run the different Sunday sessions - 

they in turn bake cakes and make the tea for 

that afternoon. Diane also organises various mu-

sic groups to come on two or three of the ses-

sions over the summer. I understand Diane is 

also the one who bakes most of the scones! 

Thank you, Diane, for such an amazing contribu-

tion to Oakley.  

There is nothing like homemade cake!  

7th September - Oakley Show. It is 

great opportunity to promote a wide range of 

skills and talent from across the village; so do 

not hesitate to make and create;  to enter the 

relevant classes and to share and show off your 

produce, cakes, jams, photographs, chutneys, 

bakes, arts and crafts!  The auction at the end is 

a bonus and is a lovely way to be able to sample 

these delights.  

Community Litter Pick - 20th September, 

meeting at 10.00am at the OSSC  No need to 

wait until then though if you see some litter to-

day!  Thank you to everyone who picks up litter 

on a regular basis already. 

9th  November - Remembrance Ceremony at 

the War Memorial and at the Oakley Churches. 

Finally, please reserve the 29th November for 

switching on of lights, community singing and 

some seasonal fare for that all important 

time of year. Full details to be published 

nearer the time. 

Come and join us at the Parish Council Meetings 

Do not forget residents are always welcome to 

come and observe Parish Council meetings, or to 

speak at the open session if you wish to bring 

something to our attention. 

Kind regards to everyone in Oakley.  

Sara Fardon  
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Borough Council Report  

 
Kerbside Glass and Weekly Food Waste Col-

lections 

This year there will be several improvements in 

the household waste collection service. From Sep-

tember, all households will be able to recycle their 

glass waste in the orange recycling bin. This will 

include glass bottles and jars. Existing bottle 

banks will be phased out as households get used 

to recycling their glass in their orange bins alt-

hough some central ones may remain to enable 

residents in flats with limited access to recycling 

bins, to be able to continue to recycle their glass. 

From April 2026, there will also be a kerbside 

waste food collection. This will be collected weekly 

and households will be issued with a new tabletop 

kitchen waste bin to collect the waste in over the 

week. The aim of this is to reduce black bin waste 

and increase recycling of organic material. 

There has been some publicity about the possibil-

ity of a new charge for collecting Green bins 

(garden waste). Despite the council having to 

make significant savings in their budget, the 

Mayor has taken the decision not to introduce a 

charge on green waste. 

Bedford town centre highway improvements 

During the summer and through into the autumn, 

there will be several road closures and improve-

ments in two areas of the town. The St Pauls 

square improvements will continue to improve ac-

cess to the town from the river bridges and linking 

the town and the river for pedestrians. 

Around Dame Alice Street and Harpur Street there 

are overnight closures and lane closures. This is 

to enable improvements to be made to cycle 

paths and pedestrian areas to make moving about 

in that part of the town, safer and easier for cy-

clists and pedestrians. Please see notices around 

the town and online at the Bedford Borough coun-

cil web site for details of times and closures. 

Bedford town centre 

Just after Easter the Borough council reopened a 

Tourist Information centre in the town centre. Lo-

cated in the old Debenhams building by the Silver 

Street entrance, it also houses the Corn Exchange 

box office, plus a place for people to meet and 

plan their visits around the borough. There are 

leaflets and advice on all types of activity and 

events. If you would like your event or attraction 

to be included, please pop in and chat to the staff 

there who will be happy to help you to promote it. 

Work has also started on refurbishing the Corn 

Exchange. There will be improvements to the bar 

areas and entrances plus new seating which will 

help increase the capacity of the venue. This will 

then enable the promoters of bigger acts to use it. 

The Corn exchange will be closed for a short while 

after Christmas to allow for these changes but 

then look out for an exciting programme of acts to 

follow. 

Foster carer initiatives  

Bedford Borough Council, in partnership with GLL 

(BETTER), has shown its appreciation for the Bor-

oughôs foster carers by offering free gym and 

swim access to them, their household members, 

and foster children at local leisure centres. This 

initiative aims to support foster carers by promot-

ing their health and wellbeing. 

 

If you are interested in Fostering for Bedford Bor-

ough council, you can find out more at https://

www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/

fostering 

Rivertree - New SEND School 

On 10th February 2025, Bedford Boroughôs offi-

cially opened the new state-of-the-art SEND 

school in Kempston and welcomed its first 60 pu-

pils. 

  

The new school is located on the site of the for-

mer Robert Bruce Middle School on Hillgrounds 

Road and when its full it will have 200 children on 

roll making it one of the largest purpose built spe-

cial schools in the country. The facilities are won-

derful with an interactive room, sensory room, 

swimming pool and purpose-built sports hall and 

classrooms.  

If your child has additional needs and you would 

like them to be considered for a place, please 

speak to your childôs current school or early years 

setting. It is intended that the children will grow 

up with the school so currently there are only 

places for younger school aged children. 

Telecare 

To ensure the long term sustainability of the Tel-

ecare service the council will be introducing 

charges for the use of the service, to some users. 

We are aware that Telecare supports vulnerable 

residents to live independently and safely in their 

own homes but it comes at an extremely high 

cost. The new charge will make a contribution of 

less than half of the cost and virtually all other 

councils currently pass on the full cost of the ser-

vice.  

 

Continued on Page 6 
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Borough Council Report  

- Continued 

Telecare - Continued 

The most vulnerable users on care packages, just 
out of hospital or on benefits, will continue to pay 
nothing.   

Family Hubs 

In the spring all of the Boroughôs Childrens cen-

tres became Family hubs, which will allow them to 

support a wider range of families and age groups. 

Childrens centres were restricted to families with 

children under 5, but Family hubs can offer pro-

grammes and advice to Families with children up 

to the age of 19 or 25 for Children with additional 

needs. 

The Family Hubs will offer easier access to a wide 

range of services ï including parenting support, 

early years development, health advice, mental 

wellbeing, and community activities ï all in one 

place or through digital and outreach support.  

With seven main hubs and local 'spokes' across 

the borough, plus a dedicated web site, families 

will be able to get help close to home and when 

they need it most. These hubs will be located at 

Pine Cones, Queens Park, Eastcotts, Cherry Trees, 

Daisy Hill, and Bluebells (Bromham). 

In September a brand new Family hub designed 

for young people and their families will be opened 

in the old Nat West building on Allhallows. This 

has been co-designed with young people and will 

be a hub for teenaged children and their families. 

Its full programme will start in the autumn term 

and over the summer holiday there will be free art 

workshops and the space will be available for 

youth groups to use as a meeting place. If you 

are a professional, working with young people and 

you would like to use this space in the town cen-

tre, please email us on                                  

familyhubs@bedford.gov.uk.  

For more information on the full Family hub pro-
gramme go to the website at Fami-
lyhubs.bedford.gov.uk.  

Jane Walker 

Borough Councillor for Clapham and Oakley 
If you need any further information or assistance 
with issues at the council, you can call me on 
07952 879587  

or email jane@janewalker.co.uk.  

You can also find me and/or message me on  

Facebook @CllrJaneWalker. 

 
Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Democrats 

Dog Owners 

Public Safety Reminder  

for Dog Owners  

As part of our commitment to keeping 

our rural communities safe, weôd like to remind all 

dog owners of the importance of keeping dogs on 

leads in public places. This helps prevent: 

Ŀ  Dog-on-dog attacks 

Ŀ  Dogs biting or intimidating people 

Ŀ  Dogs being dangerously out of control 

Under the Dangerous Dogs Act 1991, it is an of-

fence for a dog to be dangerously out of control in 

a public place. This includes situations where a 

dog: 

Ŀ  Injures someone 

Ŀ  Makes someone fear they might be injured 

Ŀ  Attacks another dog 

To avoid incidents and ensure everyone can enjoy 

public spaces safely: 

Ŀ  Always keep your dog on a lead unless in a des-

ignated off-lead area. 

Ŀ  Make sure your dog is under control at all 

times. 

Ŀ  Be aware of your surroundings, other dogs, 

livestock or people nearby. 

Letôs work together to keep our parks, streets and 

countryside safe for every-

one ð including our pets. 

 Thank you for your coop-

eration.  PC 5729 NAPOLI   

North Rural Community 

Policing Team  Riseley  

Bedfordshire  

mailto:familyhubs@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:jane@janewalker.co.uk
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Phantom Sprayer 

The summer is nearly over, and thankfully the streets remain mostly clean from 

those unpleasant dog messes, which is wonderful thank you, and so much nicer 

for those walking around the Village.  There are sadly still a few dogwalkers who 

refuse to pick up and possibly some children walking dogs during the school holi-

day, I hope Mums and Dads will instruct their children on how to do this job and use the bin, also 

to train their children not to not drop their litter wherever they are but to use the bins. There are 

plenty around the Village. Some of the new ones the Parish Council have provided are beautifully 

large, so there is plenty of room for all the rubbish and that helps to keep our 

Village looking smart and clean and very nice to live in. 

There is a new large bin on the little green near the post office, please use 

this one or the red one on the opposite side of Reynes Drive, to dispose of 

your dog mess bags. The post office bin gets overfull of sweet wrappers and 

containers and also they tend to leave a bit of a smell and that is not at all 

nice next to a post office and shop 
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Clapham and Oakley Ward Report 2024/2025 

This report gives a summary of the work we have done for clients of 

Clapham and Oakley Ward between 1st April 2024 and 31st March 

2025.  This also provides details of the outcomes achieved following 

our advice. 

During the last reporting year, the number of clients and issues we ad-

vised on increased.  The financial outcomes achieved for clients in 

Clapham and Oakley Ward was Ã81,965, this was a significant increase of 52% on the previous year.   

Outcomes 2024/2025   During the year we saw a huge increase in the successful outcomes that 

we helped clients achieve.  This highlights the importance of clients having access to quality profes-

sional accredited advice to ensure that benefit applications are done in conjunction with advice and 

debt solutions are appropriate and sustainable. 

We helped our Clapham and Oakley Ward Clients to achieve the following financial outcomes: 

¶ Ã52,179 of income gained. 

¶ Ã255 of food parcels were provided by the local foodbanks due to referrals that were made 

through our service. 

¶ Debts Written Off of Ã27,523 

¶ Repayment rescheduled of Ã761 

¶ Ã1,247 of other outcomes.   

The following graphic shows a summary of activity, issues, outcomes and profiles of Clapham and 

Oakley Ward residents accessing our service during 2024/2025.  

This year we have been able to achieve some fantastic outcomes for our clients through providing 

them with quality advice when they most need it.  With further resource we could do so much more.  

As a charitable organisation we rely on funding to deliver advice and casework that is free to those 

accessing it.  If you can support the work we do through grants or donations then we would 

be most grateful as it will help us to achieve even more for our clients.  
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Speedwatch Report 
                         

How many did you catch? 

 

On July 11th Community Speedwatch schemes from across the 

UK joined together in a co-ordinated day of action as part of the 

National Police Chiefsô Councilôs Operation Spotlight which focus-

es on tackling the fatal four driving offence: speeding, driving 

under the influence of drink or drugs, not wearing a seatbelt and 

mobile phone use. You can see members of the Oakley team 

playing their part in the Day of Action carrying out an operation 

in Pavenham Road where we saw 100 vehicles travelling from 

Pavenham towards the crossroads.  

Community Speedwatch is actually a national initiative where 

proactive members of local communities join with the support of 

their local police, in an educational scheme aimed at raising 

awareness of speed restrictions and encouraging drivers to re-

duce their speed to the legal speed limits, in order to improve the 

quality of life of those affected by vehicles driving at excessive 

speeds within their community. Groups first launched across Bed-

fordshire during 2009 and are now active in over 50 communities 

across the County.  

The basic idea is that a Speedwatch operation shows road users 

an instant visible notification of the speed at which they are trav-

elling, which encourages awareness and compliance with the relevant speed limit. It is not an en-

forcement initiative and as volunteers we have no powers to prosecute drivers. However, we are ex-

pected to share details of vehicles which are speeding to the Police and drivers initially receive a let-

ter to encourage a change in driving habits. Persistent offenders will receive more targeted advice or 

prosecution by the Local Policing team.  

The Oakley team are very mindful of the educational focus of the scheme and our responsibilities 

within that and we aim to do this with the reports we share in this magazine. Our data taken from 

operations and the speed recording devices we have are showing speeds have increased significantly 

in the last 12 months, to the point where in a week in June, one in four vehicles passing the speed 

monitor in Highfield Road did so at a speed of more than 30mph, one in 7 in excess of 35mph! 

However, it was interesting that national press reports of the Day of Action focused on the number of 

vehicles caught, and to be honest, itôs the question we are asked most often. For example, it was re-

ported that in Kent, 14,264 vehicles were observed, and 959 (6.7%) were caught speeding. In Bed-

fordshire 105 volunteers carried out 31 sessions and 195 vehicles were caught speeding.  

And just so you know, we caught just three!!           Paul Phillips  Oakley Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

Oakley Newsletter 26 Years Old 
Issue No. 1 came out in the Autumn of 1999 under the Editorial of Robin Olney. He 

was restricted to black and white which meant his natural creativity came to the fore. 

Ten years later the baton was picked up by Barry Holmes who handed it to me in the 

Autumn of 2013. All of us volunteers, who wish to keep the village informed of what 

is going on. Personally I have found that volunteering either as a Scout Leader, School Governor, 

College Governor or Editor has widened my business skill sets and my circle of friends and contacts. 

This column gives me the opportunity to thank Sara for her kind comments but then to pass them on 

to all our Contributors, who spend time marshalling their thoughts and then put finger to keyboard. 

Or who additionally create graphics or search their phones or devices  for an appropriate picture to 

bring more colour to our everyday lives. Thank you all.                       Bill Chalker, Volunteer Editor 
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Lost Property 
This bike has been left on the Village Hall 

site.  An enquiry as to the owner was placed 

on Facebook with no response. 

 If you or someone you know 

thinks that it is theirs can they 

please email the Hall to say what 

make it is, any other identifying 

details and when they lost it.  

oakleyvillagehall@gmail.com 
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East West Rail ï How much do you know about what it 
means for us? 

At least five years of construction and travel impacts for you and your community.   

This huge rail scheme known as East West Rail (EWR) is currently going through the planning pro-
cess.  If and when it receives consent and starts to be built, it will have a huge impact on our commu-
nity and our daily lives. 

The timeline for the project is always moving and will continue to do so.  Depending on the planning 
permission process (known as the Development Consent Order process), construction could start as 
early as 2028 and last for years.  Wherever you live, this means a huge impact on access along key 
roads in and around Bedford and noisy and visible construction in the countryside. 

There is more information on the EWR website www.eastwestrail.co.uk  

East West Rail stretches from Oxford to Cambridge. The section which concerns us, stretches from 
Bletchley, along the current Marston Vale line, through Bedford, then through or near some of the 
north Bedfordshire villages, before it heads off towards Cambridge. 

There are more maps on the EWR website. 

Next step ï public consultation ï make sure you know whatôs happening 

The next key phase will be a public consultation which is likely to take place in early 2026 ï this is 
your chance to express your views and ask East West Rail how they are going to mitigate the impacts 
of the scheme and how they are going to build it.  The scheme will affect our environment the land-
scape and our journeys.  

There will be local consultation events and online information about the scheme ï and we all need to 
feed back our responses, as individuals, and as parishes. That is the only way we can influence the 
scheme. 
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Celebrating 30 Years of Oakley Village Hall 

We are proud to announce that Oakley Village Hall is celebrating its 30th anniversary!  

This hall was built to replace the original 1956 hall that - as many of you will remember - had be-

come very cold and structurally vulnerable.  The new building made a huge difference, and since its 

opening on 7th December 1995 the hall has become a cornerstone of our community. Over three  

decades it has hosted countless events and activities, making it a vibrant hub for village life. 

The hall bustles with activity every weekday, offering a variety of classes including  dance, exercise, 

sports, and community group meetings. On weekends, it becomes a venue for parties and other 

events. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The event will include displays showcasing the hall's history and some of the many events it has 

hosted over the years. We are planning a range of activities including live performances and demon-

strations.  And of course there will be cake! 

The Village Hall has been a part of many special moments ï and weôd like to hear about some of 

them.   

As part of our display, we would like to hear from Oakley current and past residents and 

other users ï tell us your memories of the Hall.   

It might be a reminiscence of a childôs birthday party, an activity class that you loved (or hated!), an 

eventful WI meeting, its role as a Polling station, or maybe the time one of Oakleyôs frequent power 

cuts plunged your event into darknessé  all memories are welcome.  We will display them at the 

Open Day (anonymised if you prefer) so that we can all enjoy reminiscing. 

Please join us in celebrating this milestone.  More details will be available nearer the time on Face-

book and the village noticeboards.  We look forward to seeing you there! 

To mark our Pearl Anniversary, we are 

hosting an Open Day on the afternoon of 

Sunday 7th December 2025,               

and everyone is invited. 
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Down Memory Lane  

ñAre the Oakley bridges open ?ò 

The River Great Ouse has played a major part in the day to day lives of Oakley residents for thou-

sands of years. Historical evidence of a settlement in our village dates back to c7000ï6000 BC and 

Iron Age (c1200 -c550 BC) evidence was found near the river when excavations for the Lovell Homes 

were being undertaken. A riverside location inevitably means the presence of bridges and we have 

Stafford Bridge in Pavenham Road and the two bridges in Church Lane. Stafford Bridge is worthy of a 

dedicated article, and I will therefore write one for a future edition of the Newsletter. Therefore, this 

article will solely focus on the Church Lane bridges and briefly my memories of them. 

The two Church Lane bridges are known as Oakley 

Bridges. Records show that the larger of the two, Oak-

ley Bridge, was completed in July 1815 and built of 

ñcoursed limestone rubble with five semi-circular arch-

es and no cutwatersò. Before this date there was no 

major bridge at this location, vehicles used a ford just 

downstream of Oakley Mill which stood on the 

riverbank on the village end of the newly built Oakley 

Bridge.  

The single arched 

bridge standing south 

of Oakley Bridge is 

known as Oakley South Bridge. It, too, is made of coursed limestone 

rubble and has a set of wooden railings which according to the 1997 

book ñBridges of Bedfordshireò is the last road bridge in the county 

to retain them. It can be assumed from records that it, too, was 

completed in 1815. For context, in 1815 the Battle of Waterloo 

marked the final defeat of Napoleon leading to his abdication and 

exile. 

Following completion, the bridgesô maintenance was undertaken by the Duke of 

Bedford and work was required as early as 1819 when two arches required repair. 

Further repairs were necessary following an exceptionally high flood on 1 November 

1823, the level of which is indicated by a mark on a limestone pillar on the Oakley 

side of the bridge. Today, during times of flooding, you will see on social media reg-

ular ñpostsò asking ñare the Oakley bridges open?ò. I am not sure of the communi-

cation methods used in the early 1800ôs but whatever they were on the 1 Novem-

ber 1823 the answer would have been a resounding ñNOò !!! 

In 1918 the Duke of Bedford sold the vast majority of his Oakley Estate and in 1919 Bedfordshire 

County Council approved Oakley Bridge as a county bridge and thus took on the responsibility of re-

pairing it and in 1923 the Oakley South Bridge also became a county bridge. 

As I write this article I am sitting in my cool study avoiding the third heat wave of the summer. As a 

child such days would be spent swimming ñdown the riverò opposite Oakley House, near the boat 

club. The river was like a mill pond, not too deep, and cleaner than it is today providing a great place 

to swim and us ñvillage kidsò would spend hours there. Winters also provided opportunities, and we 

would earn a few pence pushing cars out of the ñcausewayò between the two bridges where the driv-

ers gamble of beating the flood water had not paid off. 

Both bridges are narrow, wide enough for only one vehicle, but 

the volume and types of traffic has increased significantly over 

the last few years. Frequent, extensive repairs have been nec-

essary, as shown in the attached photographs which I believe 

were taken in the early 1980ôs. The riverside meadow area 

with the church and the bridges provides a ñbeautiful gatewayò 

into our village. This area is arguably Oakleyôs most attractive, 

and we must therefore do everything possible to ensure that 

the bridges stand for at least another century.     

                                      Richard Worker 

MAINTENANCE WORKS (courtesy 

of Steve Nicholas)  

OAKLEY SOUTH BRIDGE 2011 
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As the long summer holidays draw to an end, it 

has been another lively and well-supported sea-

son here at Oakley Sports & Social Club ï and we 

are grateful to everyone who has joined us along 

the way. 

We kicked things off in style with our ñSchoolôs 

Outò event on the last day of term. Blessed with 

sunshine, bouncy castles and live music, it was a 

brilliant way to mark the start of the summer 

break. It was great to see so many local families 

turn out and enjoy the day ï smiles all round from 

both kids and grown-ups alike. 

As tradition dictates, we also hosted our ever-

popular ñLazy Sundaysò across each of the sum-

mer bank holidays. These relaxed afternoons of 

live music and inflatables have once again proved 

to be a hit with members of all ages. We are 

proud to keep these community favourites going ï 

and we are already looking ahead to next years. 

The warm, dry summer has brought with it some 

challenges ï particularly when it comes to main-

taining our football pitches. While the lack of wa-

ter has made things tricky, weôre incredibly proud 

of the hard work put in by Committee member 

Chris Marshall, our groundsman Andy Nash, and 

volunteers from AFC Oakley. Thanks to their ef-

forts, our pitches are holding up well ahead of the 

new season ï especially when compared with oth-

ers in the local area. 

Looking ahead, the second half of the year has 

plenty still in store: 

Childrenôs Halloween Disco ï Friday 31st Oc-

tober  

Always a popular one ï fancy dress, party games, 

spooky music and treats for the kids. 

Fireworks Night ï Saturday 1st November  

Our flagship event returns, promising another 

spectacular evening with fireworks, laser shows, 

live music, headline artist Baby D, fun fair, food 

stalls and much more. 

Christmas Fayre & Market ï Saturday 13th 

December  

A festive day out for the whole family, with stalls, 

seasonal food & drink, music and more. 

New Yearôs Eve ï Wednesday 31st December   

We will be ringing in 2026 with a members only 

party featuring a DJ and photo booth ï a great 

way to end the year in style. 

As always, we want to extend our sincere thanks 

to our members and the local community for your 

continued support. Without you, we wouldnôt be 

able to offer the facilities, events and welcoming 

atmosphere that make the Club what it is. Wheth-

er youôre attending an event, volunteering your 

time, or just dropping in for a quiet drink, you 

play a vital part in keeping the Club going. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 

Robbie Bays 

Chairman, Oakley Sports & Social Club 


