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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2017 
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Hello everyone 

Welcome to the Spring 2018 edition of 

the Oakley Parish Council Newsletter.  

This winter, to my mind, has not been 

the best and I am very much looking 

forward to Spring, which thankfully is 

not too far away.  I know we must still 

expect some seasonal weather, but we 

can see light at the end of the tunnel.  

The sight of the spring flowers fills us 

with hope and anticipation. 

Christmas lights 

Our Christmas lights were switched on 

on Saturday 2 December 2018 and I 

think everyone will agree that once 

again they lived up to our expectations, 

particularly the striking display at the 

village crossroads.  We are so grateful to 

Phil Supple and his colleagues of Light 

Refreshment for the work they do. The 

installations were carried out on argua-

bly the coldest days of the winter and 

Phil and his team were working at the 

crossroads display from 8.30am until 

gone 8pm.  That is commitment and as 

a village we are very grateful. 

Brain Tumour Research 

The Parish Council was recently ap-

proached by the Brain Tumour Research 

and asked if we could help to improve 

awareness of Brain Tumours and raise 

funds for research into finding a cure. 

Unfortunately national charities are out-

side the grant criteria of the Parish 

Council, but as we know brain tumours 

are indiscriminate; they can affect any-

one at any age at any time and tear 

families apart.  Whatôs more they kill 

more children and adults under the age 

of 40 than any other canceré.yet only 

1% of the national spend on cancer re-

search has been allocated to this devas-

tating disease. 

There are many ways to help with this 

charity and maybe the starting point for 

anyone interested is to visit 

www.braintumourresearch.org 

 Continued on page 3 
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Annual Parish  Meeting 

The Annual Parish meeting will take place at Oak-

ley Village Hall on Tuesday 3 April 2018 com-

mencing at 7.15pm.  The agenda will be on the 

Parish Council notice board and the village web 

site well before the meeting date.  One of the 

items will be an update on the Oakley Village 

Neighbourhood Development Plan.  This is an ex-

tremely important piece of work. A number of res-

idents and the Parish Clerk and Councillors have 

committed an enormous amount of time and hard 

work to this plan, which will be ready for village 

consultation by early summer. Residents have 

contributed greatly to the plan so far and I would 

urge as many residents as possible to come along 

to the Annual Meeting to keep abreast of the situ-

ation to date.  On your behalf I thank Pat Olney 

and her team for their work. 

Speed Watch and Average Speed Cameras 

We had a rather extended break over Christmas 

and New Year whilst the mornings were dark, de-

pressing and cold.  We are back in action now, so 

please be warned. Speed restrictions around the 

village are in place for good reasons and we 

should all adhere to them at all times. From the 

figures provided to us on a regular basis, many 

people still fail to observe the speed limit in Lovell 

Road in particular, though some are not observing 

the limit in Church Lane and Station Road. Around 

250 people were issued with Notices of Intended 

Prosecution on these roads in January alone.  It 

really is not worth disregarding the warnings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring Litter Pick 

We have agreed to hold a litter pick on 28 April 

2018 from 10am to 12 noon, meeting at The Vil-

lage Green.  It is our intention to involve the Vil-

lage Schools too. We would urge as many people 

turn up, particularly our young people, to clean 

our village and in the process put the message 

out that depositing litter is irresponsible, unnec-

essary and against the law. 

Thank you for reading our Newsletter and thank 

you for your continued support. Once again spe-

cial thanks to our editor Bill Chalker for his ex-

cellent work.                         Paul Phillips. Chair     
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Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

 

Borough Local Plan 2035 

The borough plan consultation has been extended 

to 5pm on Thursday 29th March 2018. 

This is because an additional supporting document 

relating to the planôs viability has been made 

available and the extension of the consultation 

period is to provide time for those with an interest 

to consider it. The additional document specifically 

relates to the four new settlement proposals and 

can be found by looking at the ñsupporting docu-

ments listò on the Councilôs website 

www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035; it is num-

bered 25A. A paper copy is available in the bor-

oughôs libraries and at the Customer Services 

Centre, Horne Lane, Bedford. If you have any 

comments, please ensure they are in by 5pm on 

the 29 March.  

The borough explained in December that the 

council had changed the timetable for the prepa-

ration of the local plan to meet the governmentôs 

deadline for the update of national planning poli-

cy. As a result the borough were intending to sub-

mit the Local Plan for formal examination by the 

end of March 2018. 

The extension of the current consultation deadline 

is possible because the governmentôs timetable 

has changed. The Borough was notified recently 

that the new national planning policy is now ex-

pected by the end of the summer rather than the 

end of March 2018. 

If you have already sent your comments to the 

borough and would like to add to them, thatôs fi-

ne. Please provide the same contact information 

so that the planners can more easily identify and 

combine your submissions. You do not need to 

repeat comments already submitted.  

The Executive and Full councilôs meeting was 

scheduled for 28th March 2018 to consider the 

main issues raised during the consultation. It will 

now be rescheduled for the middle of May 2018. 

Dates will be added to the website.  

Awards for the Boroughôs Foster Carers 

The awards took place at the University of Bed-

fordshire on the 26th of January 2018. The cere-

mony was to highlight and give recognition to our 

foster carers in Bedford Borough for the fantastic 

work they do. It was attended by over 30 fami-

lies. Five awards were given including an award 

for five years service and another for 25 years 

service. There were 46 nominations for the three 

special awards ï Fantastic Foster Carer, Corporate 

Parent and Kids who Share Award. 

 

 

The fantastic Carer Award was given to Mel Grant 

and Jason Rider. They were nominated by their 

foster children who said ñChildren have come into 

this house scared, worried and unhappy. They 

leave more positive, with more understanding and 

stability. Not all super heroes wear capes. Some 

go into hiding to make a difference without all the 

fame and double the gloryò. 

If this has inspired you and you would consider 
becoming a foster carer you will be supported all 
the way. Please get in touch with Bedford Borough 
Councilôs Fostering Team on 01234 718718 or 
email adoptionandfostering@bedford.gov.uk. 

 

Health and Wellbeing Consultation 

Bedford Borough Council and Bedfordshire 

CCG are consulting on the new Joint Health 

and Wellbeing Strategy. 

The strategy underpins the work of the Health and 

Wellbeing Board, which brings the NHS, public 

health, social, care, childrenôs services, Health-

watch, and elected representatives together to 

consider the health and wellbeing needs of those 

living in the borough. 

The strategy has three priority areas: to give chil-

dren and young people the best start in life, set-

ting the foundations for good health and wellbeing 

throughout their lives; to enable adults and older 

people to live well and remain independent; and 

thirdly to promote strong, safe and healthy com-

munities. 

It is good that all these organisations are talking 

to one another AND ALSO WORKING TOGETHER 

Please look at the strategy and add your com-

ments. Remember that this strategy will be the 

blueprint for your future health and wellbeing. 

You can view and respond to the consultation 
online at Bedford.gov.uk/hwb or email at consult-
ingbedford@bedford.gov.uk . There are paper 
copies in the libraries and at the Customer Con-
tact Centre in Horne Lane, Bedford. 

 

The Higgins Museum is celebrating the  

Women of Bedford from 10th ï 23rd Septem-

ber 2018 

Bedfordshire has a long history of great women 

and the exhibition highlights the achievements of 

60 women who have achieved in the fields of Poli-

tics, Education; Sport, Community, Wartime, 

Business and the Arts. Women have been nomi-

nated, researched, shortlisted and selected by an 

exhibition panel made up of volunteers from the 

local Community. 

 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/localplan2035
mailto:adoptionandfostering@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:consultingbedford@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:consultingbedford@bedford.gov.uk
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Women of Bedford 

Whilst I am writing about the women of Bedford, 

Bedford Borough have presented a cheque of 

Ã1,000 to Women of Bedford. This is a community 

group established to celebrate the achievements 

of women in Bedford with the aim of inspiring 

women of the future. 

The team wants to fundraise towards the creation 

of the first statue of a woman in Bedford. The 

statue will recognise the work of one of Bedfordôs 

leading citizens, Amy Walmsley. She was head of 

a local school, business leader, Suffragette and 

became Bedfordshire ós first female county coun-

cillor in 1922. 

The second phase of fundraising begins next 
month ï for more information visit their Facebook 
page www.facebook.com/BedfordWomen or email 
womenof bedford@gmail.com 

 

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  

email pat.olney@btopenworld.com 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Empowering Vulnerable Children   
( EVC ) Uganda 

Vacancy for Treasurer  
 ( Volunteer role ) 

 

This is a local Willington charity provid-
ing education for some of the poorest 
children in the world. We are very suc-
cessful in our work and are managed 
entirely by local volunteers.  
We seek a new Treasurer, as our cur-
rent one is now standing down. The 
person we seek needs to be competent 
with finance / spreadsheets and be able 
to present financial data at Board meet-
ings. Financial qualifications helpful, but 
not essential. May suit a retired person 
or someone wishing to volunteer for a 
good cause.  
We are a friendly, informal and welcom-
ing group. If interested please contact: 
Judi Fawcett at 01234.838134 or  
email judi.fawcett@evcuganda.org 
Please look at our website: 
www.evcuganda.org for further infor-
mation. 

The Joyful Company of Singers 

The Joyful Company of Singers is an internationally 

renowned chamber choir, formed in 1988 by its pro-

fessional conductor Peter Broadbent. One of the 

company, Cath Caunt, has lived in Oakley for 21 

years. Perhaps you can spot her above? Cath has 

persuaded the choir to perform at  

St Mary's Church Oakley  

on Saturday July 14th at 7.30pm. 

It will be a programme of English acapella choral 
music, including pieces by Parry, Vaughan Williams 

and Rutter, amongst others.   Proceeds after the 
choir's expenses will go towards the church organ 
fund. 

 You can reserve your ticket, price Ã14.00 by email-
ing james-sudworth@sky.com or phoning Hilary 
Worley (churchwarden) on 01234 262166.  Book 
early, tickets will go fast for this rare opportunity to 
hear this excellent London based choir.                         
      Jenny Sudworth 

http://www.facebook.com/BedfordWomen
mailto:judi.fawcett@evcuganda.org
http://www.evcuganda.org
mailto:james-sudworth@sky.com
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Inconsiderate parking/driving on verges 

It was my aim to try and complete my items for this 

newsletter without having a moan.  I very nearly suc-

ceeded, but sadly the irresponsibility and inconsideration 

of some motorists gets me started. Especially when I see 

drivers ignoring the yellow lines at High Street/Reynes 

Drive junction, stopping on the zigzags outside the 

schools, obstructing our pavements causing extreme dan-

ger and driving on our soft grass verges, which are now 

being cut up terribly.  We live in a beautiful village, but 

the scars on our verges look horrible.  I know I am 

preaching to the converted and believe that the majority 

of people who read this newsletter agree with my senti-

ments on the subject. The offenders, in many cases, 

probably cannot be bothered to read the newsletter or live outside the village and do not have access 

to it.  I am not advocating that we all become vigilantes, but what I think would be a good idea would 

be for the conforming majority to find ways to show the irresponsible/inconsiderate few that their be-

haviour is not acceptable. Letôs work TOGETHER to make this better.                     Paul Phillips. Chair 

 

BEDFORD BOROUGH COUNCIL 

COLLECTION OF BULKY WASTE 

OAKLEY 
 

Please take your domestic waste to the following 

Locations :- 

Saturday 7th April 2018 

Lovell Road & Station Road      8.30am to 10.30am 

High Street  & Station Road      10.30am to 12.30pm 

Reynes Drive & High Street      12.30pm to 2.30pm 

Sunday 8th April 2018 

Dewlands                8.30am to 10.30am 

Reynes Drive & Station Road   10.30am to 12.30pm 

Times are approximate to allow for travel between sites 

 PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE RUBBISH AT 

THE SITE IF THE COLLECTION 

   VEHICLES ARE NOT THERE 
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Oakley Rural Day Centre 

NEWSLETTER February 2018 

Welcome to our latest Newsletter. If anyone has access to 

the internet please visit our website, 

www.oakleyrural.org.uk The site is now updated regularly 

with the latest news from the centre. We have also produced 

a Facebook page for anyone who has a Facebook account, 

This will be updated with the latest news and photographs of 

events at the centre. The Facebook page can be found at 

www.facebook.com/oakleyruraldaycentre We are also 

producing articles in various publications throughout Bedford 

and surrounding areas to raise the profile of the centre.  

PLACES AVAILABLE 

Our Day Centre provides our older people a place where they can make friends in a warm and com-

fortable atmosphere. A range of activities including crafts, entertainment, quizzes and good old con-

versation are at the heart of our day. We serve freshly prepared home cooked lunches together with 

tea, coffee and toast at the start of the day with beverages throughout. The Centre is open Tuesday, 

Wednesday and Thursday. For details of costs and advice regarding transport, contact Lynne on 

01234 824935 or 07733 227374  

CHRISTMAS PARTIES 

Despite the weather all our Christmas parties went ahead. Our clients, 

staff, trustees and volunteers had a wonderful time!  

We started each day with tea/coffee and mince pies. We played cha-

rades in the morning and also a Christmas quiz which took us to our 

Christmas dinner when everyone sat together to enjoy a lovely meal 

cooked by Angela, pictured right. In the afternoon we carried on with 

our quiz and then played pass the parcel. Each of our clients were given 

a free raffle ticket and everyone drew out a prize. Finally we had a visit 

from Father Christmas who gave all the clients a gift bag. Christmas 

music was played throughout the day providing a lovely festive ambi-

ence.  

I would like to wish everyone who provided raffle prizes and cakes on the lead up to Christmas. Also a 

massive thanks to everyone at the centre, especially the volunteers who provide their skills and assis-

tance in making our centre a great place for our clients to come and enjoy their day.  

Many thanks to Morrisonôs for providing Ã50 worth of goods for our 

Christmas parties.  

EVENTS 

KEMPSTON HAMMER CHOIR visited once again in December to en-

tertain our clients with a selection of Christmas songs and carols.  

Many thanks to Bob Barron and the Salvation Army for providing en-

tertainment for us. Bob brought in players from Bedfordshire and 

Northamptonshire to perform for us. Our clients really enjoyed singing 

Hymns in the first half and Christmas Carols in the second getting us 

all in the Christmas spirit.  

Sharnbrook Learning for Pleasure Choir also entertained us with a 

mix of Christmas songs. Many thanks for attending, our clients fully 

enjoyed the afternoon!  

       20TH ANNIVERSARY 

 This year our day centre will be celebrating our 20th year. We will be having a celebration in June. 
More details will be available in our next newsletter.                                                                  David Swallow 
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Oakley Pre-school News 

 

 

Spring term is flying by and the children have 

enjoyed celebrating the spring festivals of Chi-

nese New Year, Shrove Tuesday and Valentineôs 

Day This term we have also explored colours, 

numbers and the weather. We are thinking about 

staying safe in the cold weather and looking after 

the birds. 

Our annual Easter Egg Hunt will take place over 

the Easter Holidays and will run from 30th March

-16th April inclusive. Follow the clues around 

the village to receive your Easter prize. Clue 

sheets will be available from the pre-school and 

from the post office once we have gone on Easter 

break. 

Our 50th Birthday Celebration is looming and 

preparations are well underway. Please keep the 

date for your diary, Saturday 23rd June. 

Admissions  

If you would like to register your child for a place 

at pre-school, please contact us on 01234 

826452 or by email: info@oakleypreschool.com  

Our website is updated regularly; please do visit 

it for an insight into Oakley Pre-school. 

www.oakleypreschool.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up with our latest 

news and events.  

For information on funding you can contact the 

Family Information Service 0800 023 2057 

 

Sally Martiello 

 

 

mailto:info@oakleypreschool.com
http://www.oakleypreschool.com
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A Day of Celebration ï 20 years together         

and still going strong! 

On 14th January, St Maryôs Anglican church and 

Oakley Methodist church joined together to cele-

brate 20 years of our ñLocal Ecumenical Partner-

shipò, known as Churches Together in Oakley. We 

had a celebratory service at St Maryôs in the 

morning followed by a joint meal at the Methodist 

church, attended by 80 people.   

Archdeacon Paul and past priests, along with the 

present incumbents, the Rev. Gill Baalham of the 

Methodist church and the Rev Di Harpham of St 

Maryôs joined us for the celebrations, and Di and 

Gill led the service at St Maryôs, Di stepping in to 

give the address at short notice when Karen ad-

vised us that she would unfortunately be unable 

to attend. It is that spirit of co-operation that has 

been the hallmark of the partnership since it 

started. 

It was indeed a sadness that the two driving forc-

es behind the partnership, the reverends Pat 

Quint and Karen Murphy were unable to attend. 

The two of them had started the idea in 1997 and 

by the end of that year, we had agreed on a for-

mat for the covenant between the churches, and 

completed the formalities that continue to hold us 

together now and into the future. Together Pat 

and Karen were a force to be reckoned with! Eve-

ryone in the village at the time will recall them 

being labelled ñLittle and Largeò.  

Our thanks go to all those down the years who 

have helped the partnership to prosper. We have 

regular joint services and village services 

throughout the year, a monthly newsletter and 

many other social gatherings, including our 

monthly Amigo meetings where we get up to a 

variety of things from pub skittles, to carol sing-

ing and guided London walks. Many villagers will 

also have taken part in the all age Christingle ser-

vice, the Christmas Tree Lighting and carols in the 

pub. 

Other joint enterprises that have resulted from 

our desire to ódo things togetherô include our 

weekly ñMessy Churchò for carers, toddlers and 

pre-schoolers ï the initiative of Rev Martin and 

Rachel Hartley 10 years ago - and our monthly 

ñMessy Church For Allò which is for parents, chil-

dren, grandparents ï in fact, anyone and every-

one. These sessions of craft, stories and singing 

are the essence of our partnership, and, together 

with all our regular joint gatherings,  are a great 

legacy of the vision of Pat and Karen 20 years ago 

and the work of so many since. 

On this day of celebration in January we gave 

thanks for the past 20 years and very much look 

forward to serving the people of Oakley in the fu-

ture.            

Cutting the cake ï Archdeacon Paul, Rev 

Di Harpham and Rev Gill Balaam 

Jan and Graham Follett     Pp the LEP Committee 
ï Churches Together in Oakley 

80+ sit down to eat at the Methodist Church 

Carrying the banner from  

St Maryôs to Oakley Methodist 
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AMIGO  

A very enjoyable evening was spent at the Bed-

ford Arms, Oakley on the 19th December when 

we sang Christmas Carols.  Musical accompani-

ment was provided by Pauline who played a port-

able keyboard and our singing was revital-

ised  with mulled wine and mince pies kindly pro-

vided by the Pub.  As usual a good number of 

people attended. 

An evening of delight was spent in singing along 

to the songs featured in the film "The Sound of 

Music" that was shown at Oakley Methodist 

Church on Tuesday 23rd January. 

By the time the Oakley Newsletter for March is 

published we will have enjoyed listening to Pat 

Olney talk about the History of Oakley at 8.00 

p.m. on Tuesday 27th February at Oakley Meth-

odist Church. 

On Tuesday 27th March a light hearted Musical 

Quiz hosted by Sue Brecknock will be held at 

Oakley Methodist Church beginning at 8.00 p.m.  

A day time visit  to the Military Intelligence 

Museum at Chicksands will take place on 

Thursday 26th April 2018.  If you would like to 

come, please let John Dixon know as soon as pos-

sible as he is required to give the names of those 

people attending in advance.  He will also need to 

know the make, colour and registration number of 

all cars being driven to Chicksands as well as the 

name of the driver and the names of the passen-

gers.  There will be a maximum of ten cars. Eve-

ryone will need to bring along evidence of identity 

meaning a passport or driving licence (with pho-

tograph).  It is proposed to begin the tour at 

11.00 a.m. so that people should arrive by say 

10.45 a.m.  In giving the required details to the 

Museum, John will need to have the passport 

number or driving licence number.  Please contact 

John for any further information.   

You are welcome to a Garden Party by the kind 

invitation of Pat Olney at 33 Station Road, Oakley 

on Tuesday 22nd May from 6.30 p.m.  Drinks 

and light refreshments will be available 

 An evening ramble to be led by John Dixon will 

be held on Tuesday 26th June.  Details to fol-

low. 

An itinerary has been prepared for the Coach trip 

to London that will take place on Thursday 

26th July.   

8.00 a.m Leave Oakley Village Hall ï A 33 seater 

coach has been booked    

10.00 -10.30 a.m. Arrive at The Royal Ex-

change, London, EC3V 3LR for tea, coffee and use 

of toilets.  We will be met by our Guide, Charlie 

de Wet.  There may be time for Charlie to show  

 

us some remarkable murals depicting pivotal mo-

ments of Londonôs history.  The party may split 

into two groups, but this can be arranged on the 

day. The cost of tea and coffee will be included in 

the overall cost.  Anything extra by way of bis-

cuits, cakes, etc., will need to be paid for sepa-

rately. 

11.00 a.m.  After a short walk we will arrive at the 

The London Mithraeum, also known as the Temple 

of Mithras that was discovered in Walbrook, a 

street in the City of London, during a building's 

construction in 1954. The entire site was relocat-

ed to permit continued construction and this tem-

ple of the mystery god Mithras became perhaps 

the most famous 20th-century Roman discovery 

in London.  Charlie has said ñThe Temple is im-

pressive but what is utterly stunning are the Ro-

man remains which have been put on display 

along one wall. Unmissable!ò After 45 minutes we 

will be met by Charlie who will take us on a walk. 

The tour is booked for our group at 11.00 a.m. 

and tickets will be handed out to you.  There is no 

admission charge. 

11.45 a.m. The walk will take us to Tower Bridge.  

On the way we will pass merchantôs houses, se-

cret gardens, the once tallest building in London 

and of course the wonderful things along the Em-

bankment such as the Belfast, the gardens and 

some interesting statues and features..   

1.00 to 1.30 p.m. for arrival at Tower Bridge The 

Group have the pleasure of seeing some stunning 

views as we walk along the glass floor walkway of 

Tower Bridge (there is a hard floor for those who 

would prefer not to do so).  There are lifts availa-

ble for getting up to the walkway and descending. 

Allow up to 45 minutes for crossing the bridge as 

there are display panels to read and some of you 

will wish to gaze at the views. The exit from Tow-

er Bridge is near the south end of the bridge. The 

cost will be Ã6.15 a head and will be included 

within the overall cost.  A provisional booking has 

been made. 

2.00 to 2.15p.m. Charlie will be pointing out vari-

ous places to eat.  She mentions that the south 

side of the river is very atmospheric.  Apart from 

pubs and restaurants there are sandwich bars 

with opportunities for people to sit by the river-

side for their lunch. A time and meeting place 
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will be given for the group to re-assemble after 

lunch.   Charlie will then take us around some 

more places of interest south of the river before 

we pick up the coach at 4.00 p.m. for our return 

journey to Oakley. 

I have calculated the cost per person to be 

Ã37.00.  This will include Charlieôs fees, the cost 

of the coach, tea and coffee upon arrival at The 

Royal Exchange and the cost of walking along the 

glass walkway of Tower Bridge. Please let me 

know as soon as you can if you wish to come on 

the trip and let me have your cheque for the cost 

drawn in my favour.  

As well as Amigo Activities, I am arranging for a 

concert to be given by the Ouse Valley Singers on 

Saturday 19th May at Oakley Methodist Church 

beginning at 7.30 p.m.  The concert will be in aid 

of the Beds. Prostate Cancer Support Group, 

which is a registered charity (Charity No 

1174019).  I should be grateful if you would ar-

range for the attached advertisement to appear 

in the March issue of the Oakley Newsletter. 

Please contact John Dixon for any further infor-

mation. My address is 30 Hunts Path, Oakley, 

Bedford, MK43 7SR.  Tel. No. 01234 824959.  E-

mail jwdixon30@gmail.com              John Dixon 

mailto:jwdixon30@gmail.com
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College Farm 

When two became threeé 

Winter this year has had two historic moments for 

the Saunders family, the first being that John and 

Margaret, my Grandparents, had Christmas away 

from the village. This we believe was the first time 

in 64 years! Can anyone beat that? 

Secondly on 4th January Laura gave birth to Emily 

Grace Saunders, the sixth generation at College 

Farm. Emily was born six weeks early at a little 

over 5lbs but she was home within 2 weeks 

thanks to the great work of both Bedford and Ad-

denbrookes neonatal units. 

I must admit I do quite enjoy the quieter months 

of winter, although they havenôt been that quiet 

for me, but there is a lot less work that needs to 

be done and this gives everyone a chance to have 

some downtime before the spring workload be-

gins.  

As some of you may have noticed our big stacks 

of straw have all gone, all of our hedges have 

been trimmed and the trees that were felled 

around the river bridges have all been replanted. 

The cows started calving on New Years day which 

was a nice way to start the new year and I am 

hoping it is not that many weeks until the grass 

starts growing and they can be turned out down 

the river meadows. Watching cows and calves let 

out to grass after being inside for winter is a won-

derful sight to see as they go running off with the 

sun on their backs. 

We try our best as farmers to keep our fields and 

hedges tidy. One thing that does annoy me is the 

amount of rubbish people are dropping along foot-

paths, especially those who make the effort to 

pick up their dog muck but then leave the bag 

hanging on a fence 

or tree! Others drop 

litter out of car and 

bus windows whilst 

waiting at the bridg-

es and some who 

drive out with a car 

boot full of junk, re-

verse into a gate-

way, chuck it out 

and drive off. Some-

how they are never 

seen. If anyone ever 

sees this happening 

please take a picture 

or get a registration 

and report it so ac-

tion can be taken 

against them. 

There are a few un-

sung heroes of the village who will occasionally go 

out and litter pick for a couple of hours. This work 

I believe is completely voluntary and done off 

their own initiative. Again these people are rarely 

seen, but I know they do it so thank you. 

I have also woken to problems on two consecutive 

Sunday mornings recently. Firstly I found some-

body had let our cows out in the night. Luckily 

they did not get onto the road. On the second oc-

casion one of our gas bangers (pigeon scarring 

devices) had been stolen. With the cows no dam-

age was done but the gas banger has a value of 

about Ã500. We do have CCTV and caught an im-

age of somebody taking this so hopefully the 

crime will be punished! 

By the time everyone reads this we hope winter 

will be over and the days starting to get warmer 

and longer, crops will be starting to grow again 

and we can start looking forward to getting the 

spring crops sown.  

It all so leads me to wonder what events may 

happen this year. Hopefully we will not see a mi-

crolight in the power lines again or our cattle in 

someoneôs garden but you never know what will 

happen! 

All changeé 

Well my duties as a farmerôs wife have become 

somewhat at a standstill over recent months as I 

adjust to life as a mum and all the joys that come 

with it. Instead I have had to spectate calving 

cows and Emily witnessed her first calving at a 

farm Henry works on in Stagsden recently.  Of 

course, she wonôt remember the hard work and 

effort required but we hope one day she will get 

involved. My duties will no doubt recommence in 

the next couple of months when the farm gets 

busier.  


