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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2020 
By Jane Walker (Chair)  

By the time you receive this newsletter 

we will have the result of the Neigh-

bourhood plan referendum. I hope that 

you all took the opportunity to read the 

NDP booklet that came through your 

door in January as it sets out the 

parishôs priorities and areas that will be 

developed over the next 10 years. If 

you voted to accept it, the NDP will be 

part of local planning law and the Bor-

ough Council must refer to it when de-

ciding on planning applications. What-

ever the result, which I do not know at 

the time of writing, I would like to 

thank the whole NDP team for all of 

their hard work over several years to 

get to this stage. The process is very 

legalistic and laid down in the law, but 

our team negotiated this brilliantly to 

give us a finished document that we 

should all be proud of. Thank you. 

Also through your door in January, you 

should have received a new Village di-

rectory. Once again this is an invalua-

ble resource to enable the village to 

support our local organisations and 

businesses. Thank you to Sara and her 

team for pulling it altogether and thank 

you to our sponsors and advertisers for 

continuing to fund its production. 

Parish Precept 

This year the Parish Council has agreed 

to increase the precept (The parishôs 

part of your council tax bill) to Ã54,400 

which is a 2% increase on a band D 

property. This works out as an extra 

Ã1.10 over the year for a band D prop-

erty. The new projects that we have 

identified for the coming year are: hy-

draulic gates at the Furlong play area 

as the current gates do not close 

properly and so are unsafe for chil-

dren; we are replacing litter bins 

around the village on a rolling pro-

gramme and we will embark on a pro-

ject to increase bio diversity in Brock-

well meadow.  

 

Continued on page 3 
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We hope this will make it more attractive for hu-

mans as well as building up another wildlife sanc-

tuary for the middle of the village in the same way 

that we have done so successfully at Linch Fur-

long. (More of this further on page 19). 

Following our pre-budget consultation on other 

ideas that residents would like us to spend money 

on, we are not pursuing the outdoor gym equip-

ment for the green as we had no requests for it. 

Community Litter pick 

We are planning to hold our annual Community 

litter pick at 10am on Saturday 2nd May, starting 

on the village green. The scouts and ATC will be 

providing help and refreshments and there will be 

chocolate eggs for all children taking part. Please 

join us to help keep our village clean. All litter 

picking equipment will be provided. 

Village trees 

I know that there has been some concern at the 

number of trees that have been felled recently, 

particularly on the Green. Unfortunately, the par-

ish council were instructed to take these trees 

down by our insurance company and we will be 

replacing them later in the year with more suita-

ble sized trees. Other trees have been removed 

for similar reasons and are usually taken down by 

Borough Council contractors. This includes any 

trees in the verges and some of the grassed areas 

in the middle of the village. 

The ownership of land in the centre of the village 

is very complicated. The Green and some other 

larger grassed areas are owned and managed by 

the Parish Council so we are responsible for main-

taining them. Most other grassed areas are owned 

by the Borough Council, with the parish council 

only cutting the grass on their behalf. However 

neither the parish council nor the Borough Council 

will take down trees unless they are causing a 

hazard to residents or their homes. 

Grange Close Green 

We have recently installed bollards around this 

green area to protect it from vehicles driving onto 

it. These were funded from our budget for replac-

ing the bollards on the Reynes Drive Green. We 

will continue with that refurbishment, but it will 

happen on a rolling programme over the next few 

years. 

Dog bins/ waste bins 

Also being renewed on a rolling programme are 

our waste and dog bins. The new bins will be dual 

purpose and the signs on them will show this. 

However the current bins around the village can 

already be used to dispose of dog waste. We are 

aware that the dog poo bins do fill up very quick-

ly, so if you come to one that is full, please walk 

on to the next bin and dispose of your poo bag 

there. Please do not leave it in a pile around the 

bin or overfill the bin to make it difficult to close 

the lid. We have also had reports of people leav-

ing poo bags hanging in trees and bushes, partic-

ularly along the river walk by Linch Furlong. This 

is very damaging to the environment as well as 

being unpleasant for other walkers. Please do not 

do it. We provide a large number of bins around 

the area for you to dispose of your dog waste but 

if you feel we need additional ones, please let us 

know. 

 Parked cars  

It is illegal and dangerous to park your car next to 

the junction of a road. However it is happening at 

various places around the village, in particular at 

the junction of Reynes Drive with Far Sands and 

also at the junction of Pavenham Road with The 

Furlong. We have asked the police to keep an eye 

on these areas and if they see anyone dangerous-

ly parked they will ticket the cars responsible. We 

have to stop this dangerous practice before there 

is a serious accident. 

There has also been a spate of cars and vans 

parked half up on the pavement around the vil-

lage. This has led to footpaths being blocked for 

pedestrians which makes it very dangerous, par-

ticularly for people with buggies or wheel chairs. 

Please consider footpath users when you are park-

ing your car and ask any contractors you are em-

ploying to do the same. 

Borough Council capital works 

Each year the Borough Council asks the parish 

council for our suggestions for capital works that 

we would like to see. We have requested that the 

Borough completes the cycle path from the village 

right through to Wixams and we have also asked 

for the footpath along Pavenham Road to Browns 

Wood, be completed, although this latter item will 

be part of our request to the developers of any 

new housing site at Clapham. 

Rural Skips 

The dates for the Rural Skips are :-  

Saturday 4th April 08.30 to 14.30 and Sunday 5th 

April 08.30 to 12.30.   

Details will be on the Oakley website and notice 

boards nearer the time. 

 

Jane Walker  (Chair) 



п 

.95Chw5 .hwh¦DI b9²{ 

Bedford Boroughôs Local Plan 2030  

Approved 

A meeting of Bedford Boroughôs Full Council on 
20th January approved the Bedford Borough Local 
Plan 2030. 

The Local Plan 2030 sets out proposals for growth 
and development in Bedford Borough over the 
next decade. As well as allocations for the build-
ing of new homes, it also includes provision for 
jobs and the development of facilities such as 
schools, transport and shops to support new com-
munities. 

Objectives of the Plan include providing the right 
amount and type of housing for communities 
across the Borough; supporting a strong econo-
my; improving transport infrastructure; develop-
ing a green infrastructure network; and high 
quality, inclusive, and safe built communities 
which value the local landscape and the historic 
environment. 

This means that The Borough Planning Committee 
can once again decide applications, without the 
tilted balance in favour of development being tak-
en into account.  

Council Budget Passed for 2020/21 

At a Full Council meeting on the 5th February the 
Budget for the next financial year was approved 
with cross party support. 

The balanced budget maintains the record of Bed-
ford Borough Council of protecting front line ser-
vices in the face of huge financial challenges 
which elsewhere across the country have seen 
widespread cuts and closures taking place. 

The Council faces a growing need for services and 
has suffered huge government funding cuts over 
recent years. In spite of this, this budget contin-
ues to protect the front line and key facilities such 
as libraries and children's centres. 

It also includes major investment for the future, 
with over Ã50m for new or enhanced schools and 
school buildings and the funding required to deliv-
er the new Wixams railway station, which will be 
recovered through fares. 

The core council tax rise is kept down for 2020/21 
at 1.85%, while the Government's Adult Social 
Care precept to Council Tax is applied at 2%. 

Bedford Visitor Information Centre is Moving 
to the Library 

Bedford Visitor Information Centre (VIC) will be 
moving to a new home in Bedford Central Library 
from March this year.  

 The VIC is a volunteer-run organisation working 
to promote Bedford to both visitors and residents, 
providing accurate, up to date and relevant infor-
mation about visitor attractions, events and the 
local area. Since its launch in St Paulôs Church in 
October 2018, the VIC has welcomed nearly 
2,000 people to the VIC.  

From March, this service will be moving to the 
ground floor foyer of Bedford Central Library. The 

move to the library will allow the VIC to develop 
and expand its services to the general public, with 
a larger area and increased space for displays and 
information.   

The VIC will be open in the Library from early 
March on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays 
from 11am to 4pm. 

Five former councillors recognised for their 
service 

Five former Bedford Borough councillors have 
been recognised for their years of dedication to 
public service. 

In a ceremony on Sunday 19 January 2020, for-
mer councillor Pat Olney was bestowed the title of 
honorary Alderwoman alongside former council-
lors Randolph Charles, Will Hunt, John Mingay 
and Mark Smith who were conferred the title hon-
orary Alderman. 

Pat Olney was elected to the Borough Council on 
8 May 1986 and served for 33 years as a Council-
lor for Oakley until the election in May 2019. She 
was Civic Mayor for 2001/02. She was also the 
Independent Group Leader 2009-19.  

[See Editorôs further article on Page 21] 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 
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Oakley  

Allotments 

 

I may have said it before: we might seriously 

have to consider growing rice on our allotment, if 

this weather continues. I was contemplating mak-

ing a small wildlife pond on my plot - maybe 

Alexa was listening, and somehow Amazon have 

delivered! 

Storms Ciara and Dennis have just passed within 

the last week, leaving devastation in many parts 

of the country. Locally, damage has been less se-

vere but a lot of ground is waterlogged, making 

any planning quite uncertain at the moment. 

Some sheds have been readjusted to a horizontal 

position but there has not been a lot of structural 

upset. My own shed has remained steadfast, as I 

anchored it to the ground when I installed it - it 

seemed like a good idea at the time. 

We are just over half-way through February and I 

have not had an opportunity to do much garden-

ing. There is still a bit of tidying-up to do ready 

for planting, when that becomes possible. Seeds 

have been acquired ready for spring, if it ever tru-

ly arrives, but existing, over-wintering plants are 

looking quite sorry for themselves and have not 

yielded much. If we had to subsist on this lot then 

we would be on a severe, rather than healthy, 

diet. Fortunately (and apparently) we do it all just 

for the sheer fun. 

I do not know if our resident vole population is 

enjoying the adventure but last time we looked, 

it/they had enjoyed most of what was left of the 

strawberry plants in the raised bed. I suspect 

they are water-voles. In any case, with the sea-

level rises seeming to happen from the inside of 

the country, outwards, there really cannot be 

much water left up there, surely? And, we could 

still get some snow down here... itôs being so 

cheerful that keeps me motivated. 

On a brighter note, I am working on ideas to im-

prove the few areas of poor ground: an extended 

orchard/community garden on the far end of the 

field by the orchard would be an asset to the vil-

lage. All ideas are welcome, if anyone would like 

to see a particular facility made available there. If 

funding and help allow, we hope to make some 

progress with the project to mark our 10th year. 

We are in the happy situation of having a full 

complement of tenants once again and the wait-

ing-list is now at zero. If I have inadvertently 

missed someone or you would like to join a new 

list then please contact me. 

 Happy gardening... eventually. 

Steve Nicholas 

JD CARPENTRY 

 

All types of carpentry and joinery 

From roofs and studwork to cupboards 

In hardwood and softwood 

 

Property maintenance and refurbishment 

Doors, architraves, skirting 

Stairs  etc etc 

 

Kitchen fitting a speciality 

 

Always happy to give a free quote 

and to discuss your requirements 

 

Contact James on: 

07799 077791 

 hassall_james@yahoo.com 

Snippet No. 42 

I am writing this Snippet in a new way. (Yes, 

there are other solutions, but these are my 

toys).  

Following Storm Ciara, our telephone line became 

noisier, with loud crackling obliterating incoming 

calls and eventually no dial-tone available when 

attempting to make outgoing calls. Broadband, 

which had hung-on so far due to its magic tech-

nology, failed to reconnect after I tested the sys-

tem, leaving it unable to find any service to hang 

on to. 

My Broadband providerôs Web site has a diagnos-

tic page so I was duly able to test the line and 

establish that a fault had been found near to the 

exchange. Fault logged automatically, we awaited 

its repair, promised for some days hence.  

Voice calls are now possible again but we still 

await the return of Broadband. So, I have res-

cued a small Bluetooth keyboard, thought to be 

redundant, and proceed to write this newsletterôs 

contributions on my smartphone, which is prefer-

able to applying my spade-like fingers to a tiny 

virtual keyboard.  

The wonders of modern technology: create a 

problem and then present a solution to it.  
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    Oakley Neighbourhood Plan - Cllr Pat Olney 

 

Everyone in Oakley has received the final copy of the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan. I have had 

many people say how much hard work has gone into the plan and I hope that everyone will 

have voted in the referendum.  

Unfortunately, the referendum will be over by the time the newsletter is published and there-

fore I cannot say whether the Plan will become the statutory planning document for Oakley 

or not. 

However, I do wish to thank all the people who contributed to the plan. You, the residents 

who gave your views, the Oakley Parish Council and the Neighbourhood Planning Group. 

They were all volunteers, who gave many hours to meetings, wrote the document and made 

sure that all the policies reflected your views as well as conforming to Government National 

Planning Documents and the Bedford Local Plan. They are Cllr Olney Chair, Mr Atkinson, Mr 

Carr, Cllr Frampton, Mr. Leinster, Mr. Musgrave, Mrs.  Randell, Cllr Sansom, Mr. Saunders, 

Cllr Walker, and the Clerk Mrs. Paice. I also wish to thank Mr. Edwards who wrote the Road 

Study 2016 ably assisted by Mrs. Edwards. 

My thanks also go to Dave Chetwin of Urban Vision our consultant, Bedford Borough Council 

for reading the drafts and making helpful suggestions and our Examiner who checked that 

the document was compliant.  
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by 

receipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Promoting Young Artists in Oakley 

  

The front page of the Newsletter has included 

work volunteered from local artists over the 

years focusing on ñOakley and the Surrounding 

Countrysideò. Another local Artist, Laura Saun-

ders has picked up the baton passed on by Ter-

ry Youngman and has agreed to provide our 

front covers for the Spring, Summer and Au-

tumn Editions for which we are very grateful. 

Talking to Anne Youngman, after Terryôs pass-

ing, her wish is that we start an initiative to get 

young local artists more involved by producing 

art work for a competition that will form part of the Oakley Show in September. Anne has spoken to 

Oakley Primary Academy to gain the school's involvement and to discuss the most suitable age rang-

es.  

The selected examples of art work will feature in the show's exhibition and one or more will be includ-

ed on the front cover of the Winter edition of the Newsletter, with the rest of the prize winners fea-

tured inside. 

There will continue to be the opportunity for older artists to enter into the Oakley Show under existing 

submission categories and a trophy in memory of Terry Youngman will be presented to the overall art 

winner. 

I received a lot of response to the article in the Winter 2019 Edition and Anne asked we include the 

following in this article: 

ñArt was such a large part of Terry's life and he always encouraged children and adults alike to realise 

their artistic talents. I am keen to continue promotion of art in Oakley, particularly among the young, 

and add to the legacy of work already produced here by Terry and others before him, to document 

the changes and social history of our community. 

Anne also said 

ñ(On a personal note), I should like to express my most sincere thanks for all the cards and messages 

received during Terry's final illness and after his death; to the many who attended his funeral and 

those who made donations to the Sue Ryder Palliative Care Hub and Cancer Research UK. I'll be for-

ever grateful for the love and support shown by the people of Oakley, a very special place to live". 

                                          Bill Chalker, Editor 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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Oakley Pre-school News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we are taking part in in the Early 
Words Together research project, which is 
being run by the National Literacy Trust. We 
are very excited to be a part of this and for 
some of the sessions we will take small 
groups of children to the mobile library that 
visits Oakley on Thursdays. 

The final fundraising figure for the Santander 
Pool tournament was Ã3,135! This was a 
fantastic amount for pre-school funds. Thank 
you again to all involved. 

Our next fundraiser will be on 6th March, 
when we have the fab drag artist óCandy 
Coutureô putting on a show for us at the vil-
lage hall! The evening will consist of a show, 
quiz, raffle and auction, if you receive your 
newsletter before the 6th and would like to 
join us; tickets are available from pre-school 
on the number below.    

We will run our annual Easter Egg Hunt over 
the Easter holidays in April. Look out for 
posters on the village noticeboards for de-
tails of how to take part. 

Admissions  

If you would like to register your child for a 
place at pre-school, please contact us on 
01234 826452 or by email: in-
fo@oakleypreschool.com Our website is: 
www.oakleypreschool.com  

Follow us on Facebook to keep up with our 
latest news and events.  

For information on funding you can contact 
the Family Information Service 0800 023 
2057 

Sally Martiello 

Snippet No. 43 

Language - now, there is a subject to keep you 

amused for hours! 

I may not always get it right, but punctuation is 

quite important, unless you really want to eat 

Grandma. 

My concern, right now, is that our language is 

evolving rapidly before our very eyes, and it is 

becoming more important that accuracy of com-

munication is maintained, as it is vital for convey-

ing ideas quickly and precisely, particularly in our 

complex societies.  

Wandering (and possibly wondering, too) around 

Keswick some years ago, I noticed an outdoor-

adventure shop called, "The Sick and The 

Wrong" . Fairly new to the game of word-

hijacking, in its most blatant form, it took me 

some application to determine that the "sick" at  

 

The Brownies are 
settling in well to 
our new meeting 
place ï The Scout 
Hut. We are very 
grateful to the 
Scouts for not on-

ly allowing us to meet there, but also for provid-
ing us with some storage space. 

This term we spent a couple of meetings working 
on the Chinese New Year badge. The girls made 
fans, decorated hair combs, did a chopsticks chal-
lenge, drew chalk pictures, played óPin the Tail on 
the Ratô and, perhaps most enthusiastically, tried 
Chinese food.  

Another highlight of the term was a visit from a 
four-legged friend, Flora, kindly brought in by 
Brownie mum, Heidi.  Heidi, with the help of 
many of the girls, explained how to look after a 
dog and how to approach a dog. Lots of the 
Brownies enjoyed giving Flora a cuddle after-
wards.  

We are now working on the Make Change badge, 
where Brownies think about how they can im-
prove the world around them. Some of the ac-
tions taken by individuals have included collecting 
litter, walking to Brownies (rather than driving) 
and planting a tree. Later in the term Brownies 
will do some junk modelling as another part of 
this badge. 

least, meant the exact opposite.  

I think the shop is no longer trading under its 

original name, if it exists at all. One reason for 

this is  - I would like to think - the diligent at-

tention their first accounts received when they 

were presented to the Inland Revenue/Customs 

and Excise (now HMRC) at the time they were 

due. I rest my case.  

Momentarily dazed, I turned away from the of-

fending shop and noticed a pub - now that, I 

understood immediately...and I thought it was 

starting to rain...  
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MERRI Flowers 

What a year we have had already! Storm Ciara and Dennis have made it near impossible to work at 

our flower farm. However, this bad weather has (just about) allowed us to recover from what was our 

best year yet selling Christmas Trees, so we should not complain.  Some of the Christmas trees still 

need to have their height tags removed, but they can wait. Just over 20 local charities took part in 

our Christmas Tree Fundraiser this year, including Oakley Pre-School, Oakley Primary, Lincroft, Oak-

ley Methodist & St Marys Church, so if you were one of many local families who supported both us 

and a local charity, ñTHANK YOUò so much. 

As already mentioned the stormy, wet weather is holding us back at the moment. This time last year, 

the weather was mild and we were ploughing up a new flower growing plot. This year, it is so muddy 

that we are digging trenches to cope with the surface water which is setting heavy on our over-

wintered seedlings. The wearing of waterproofs is an essential everyday act to avoid being caked in 

mud whilst Julian prunes Christmas trees and I prune rose bushes. But let us not dwell on the weath-

er, it is what is it, and nature tends to make amends later in the season.  

With Brexit finally/nearly done, we are definitely seeing an increase in florists wanting to be enlisted 

onto our wedding and events wholesale mailing list for their 2020 wedding requests. To cover these 

requests, our conservatory has once again become a temporary greenhouse to home masses of seed-

ling trays. Quite ironic really, because we have just invested in a greenhouse for our garden at home, 

but the day it arrived Storm Ciara arrived, so it remains partially built until the weather forecast pre-

dicts brighter weather. 

Because we know busier times are ahead we are also making the most of the quiet time by planning 

for this yearôs events. We will continue to offer Pick Your Own Flower experiences and stock flowers 

at Oakley Post Office. We also plan to offer a Picked For You Subscription, which was an idea I copied 

(with permission) from another Flowers From The Farm member in Cheltenham and tested out last 

Autumn. Co-hosted workshops with local florists and artists are already planned, so if you fancy try-

ing out Flower Arranging, Scrapbooking, Calligraphy or Painting please head to our website, Facebook 

or Instagram pages for their dates or watch out for our posters on the Oakley Post Office Notice-

board.     

Hereôs hoping sunnier days are ahead for us all.                                                    Rachelle Merrill 

Bell ringing jargon from St Maryôs bell tower 

 

Ringing down the scale, which is the familiar sound of bells we all 

know from weddings, is called óroundsô.  

Change ringing involves different bells changing places with each 

other. The sequence in which they change is called the ómethodô. 

Methods have names such as Plain Hunt, Plain Bob Doubles, Grand-

sire and Reverse Canterbury. 

If you hear church bells ringing for a long period, the ringing band 

may be ringing a ópealô. Peals 

can last for 3 hours and are 

rung from memory! They are 

rung to celebrate special occa-

sions and are often commemo-

rated on boards in the bell tow-

er. We have a few of these 

boards hanging on the walls in the bell tower at St Maryôs. 

A shorter version of a ópealô is the óquarter pealô, which lasts 

around 45 minutes.  

If you are interested in finding about more about bell ringing at 

St Maryôs please contact our Tower Captain, Bill Sellars, on 

07980 745292 / thesellars@btinternet.com to find out when the 

next practise night is taking place. We practise on a Friday even-

ing.                                                               Shelley Abbott 
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.ƻƛƭŜǊ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎΣ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜǎΣ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ Ŧŀǳƭǘ ŬƴŘƛƴƎΣ  

ǎŜǊǾƛŎƛƴƎΣ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜΣ Ǝŀǎ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ϧ ƭŀƴŘƭƻǊŘ ŎŜǊǝŬŎŀǘŜǎΣ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎΣ  

ŀƭƭ ƘŜŀǝƴƎΣ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎΣ ŘǊŀƛƴŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝŀǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǳƴŘŜǊǘŀƪŜƴΦ 

!ƭƭ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΣ ǊŜƭƛŀōƭŜΣ ǘǊǳǎǘǿƻǊǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŜƴƎƛƴŜŜǊΦ 

/ƻƴǘŀŎǘ wȅŀƴ ƻƴ 

¢9[Υ лтфул нлфрут  

ƻǊ 9a!L[Υ  ǊȅŀƴƎŀǎŎƻȅƴŜǇƘƎϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ  

 



мо 

 

David Swallow 



мп 

College Farm  
Let us not say too much about the weather over 

the last few months other than it has been wet!  

Due to this, the agricultural contracting side of 

our business has been relatively quiet, other than 

carting muck out to fields and trying, where pos-

sible, to spread slurry for farmers whose storage 

was overflowing due to the excessive winter rain. 

This means there is a massive backlog of work to 

catch up on in the spring and after not doing 

much for so long I am certainly looking forward to 

the challenge. Getting out into the fields and see-

ing the dust flying behind the seed drill will be a 

great sight for me. 

So, what have we been doing all winter?  

Laura and I decided over Christmas we would buy 

six calves and rear them ourselves, the start of a 

new herd at College Farm. We have been trying 

to do this with our 2-year-old daughter who has 

absolutely loved it. We brought four British Blue 

heifers and two Hereford heifers, they are now 

three months old and we are slowly weaning 

them off milk onto hay and nuts. We hope that by 

mid-April they will be able to go into the field in 

front of the house where they will spend the sum-

mer grazing. Once they get to 18 months old we 

plan to pick a suitable sire and fingers crossed 

nine months later six cows will become 12. 

The other cows at the farm have been steadily 

calving away, luckily so far without too many 

complications and again hopefully it is not too 

long before they can go back out and graze the 

river meadows. 

We also have had some sheep grazing the excess 

winter grass, sheep are great for tidying up the 

grass the cows do not want and you always seem 

to get lovely soft hay from the fields they have 

grazed over winter. One thing that was nice to 

see was the amount of people standing at the top 

of the drive with their children and grandchildren 

admiring them. We get to see and interact with 

the animals daily and often forget how lucky we 

are to do this, so it is great to see others showing 

an interest.  

Hopefully the warm spring days are not too far 

away now, we seem to have had a grey damp 

winter that has dragged on for too long. Next 

time I write I hope to be reporting on the fact we 

have had the most fantastic spring weather for 

many years! 

Front cover artisté 

In addition to helping Henry with the cows on the 

farm, I have also been painting. I felt very privi-

leged to be asked to paint pictures for the Oakley 

newsletter front cover. Oakley Church, the view 

from our garden, features on the front cover of 

this issue. I have used acrylic paint onto A4 can-

vas using a variety of palette knives to create a 

textured finish. The original is available to buy for 

Ã80, of which 25% will be donated to the Church 

fund. Limited edition prints are also available to 

buy which start at A4 size for Ã35. If you are in-

terested in buying the front cover image, either 

the original or limited edition print, then please 

email me at ljcreativestudios@gmail.com or call 

07815 045272. If you would like to see other 

paintings in my collection, my portfolio is availa-

ble on my website www.ljcreativestudios.com  

I look forward to working on the front cover of 

the next issue very sooné  

Henry and Laura Saunders 
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Youth Club is kicking at the moment, we have a good mix of ages which means we are pretty 
full! Therefore we need another member of staff, if you know of anyone that would be interest-
ed in a position at  youth club every Friday night (term time only) then please get in touch. 
They must be over 18 years old and can work 3 hours every Friday night. 

I also want to say thanks again for the continued support of parents and members, our little 
youth club is thriving and we have a brilliant mix of members. Since we have been back we 
have baked, cooked, done some pebble painting for óBE KINDô week, had an evening of festival 
glitter and shiny tattoos (sorry parents), made valentines cards, had a race night and had a 
quiz. Most weeks the members just like to chill, listen to music and chat to their friends, it is 
great as there is something for everyone.  

Thank you to the Carnival Committee for our donation. We are really chuffed and the members 
will be very pleased when I tell them after half term. I will ask them what we should buy, then 
after I have said ñNOò a zillion times to WIFI, I am sure they will be happy with a new archery 
set, some balls, a new console, some new games and maybe some musical bitséwho knows we 
are just very thankful.  

The Parish have been so kind to us for giving us somewhere for young people to hang out with 
their friends, so again thank you to the Parish and to the Carnival Committee. It just proves 
that getting involved with your community is good for everyone.  

A big shout out to Rachel, our previous youth club mentor. She is now a Student Ambassador 
at the University she attends and is off to Camp America for the summer! I just love this and it 
makes me happy to know we helped send her on her way! Well done Rach x  

On April the 3rd we are having a family quiz night to raise funds for some new TVôs for 
our gaming stations. If you would like to come then please get in touch as we will be 
selling tickets. You can contact me at oakleyyouthclub.co.uk or on 07796 264542. We 
are also looking for raffle prizes so if you are able to donate something, please get in 
touch.  

Dawn  Pither 

Cookie  

monsters! 

Quiz  

winners! 

Chilling! 
Quiz night 

 

Race 
night! 
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