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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2021 
Hello Everyone, 

As I put my thoughts down I notice out 

of my window that the rain has turned 

to sleet and then to snow. I wonder how 

much more, if any, will fall, because it 

does not seem long since we had our 

last fall and that has not long gone.  The 

Snowman built next to the Oakley sign 

on the Green at the crossroads has not 

long gone.  He was there in all his 

splendour, then he was gone, so, might 

he return?  The young and the young at 

heart enjoy the snow, but the sight of 

the snowdrops, aconites and daffodils 

and other flowers that adorn our gar-

dens and other parts of the village, re-

mind us that spring is just around the 

corner.   

And if ever we wanted spring to come it 

is this year!  What a year 2020 was and 

who knows what 2021 has in store for 

us.  The Vaccination program is pro-

gressing which is such good news, but 

at present all other matters are so un-

certain.  At this point I would like to of-

fer our condolences to any family who 

has lost loved ones through this dreadful 

disease. The thoughts of the entire Par-

ish Council and I am sure all parishion-

ers are with you.  Looking forward we all 

must be positive, young and older alike, 

in the knowledge that things will get 

better and in the meantime do ALL you 

are told to do by staying at home and 

remembering hands, face and space. 

Budget and Precept 

All of our meetings are very important, 

but the January meeting has an addi-

tional element which is the setting of 

the budget for the forthcoming year. We 

try to balance what we would like to do 

with what needs to be done, always be-

ing mindful of the impact on our pock-

ets.  This year 2021/2022 the Parish 

Council has agreed to increase the pre-

cept, which is the parishôs part of your 

council bill, to Ã54,700, which is 1.9 

percent increase on a band D property 

taking it from Ã55.68 to Ã56.73 per an-

num.  Our annual budget is very much  

Continued on page 3 
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like that of our own households, where much of 

the money is accounted for on normal expenditure 

to keep the village functioning.  

The scope for us to spend money on new projects 

then has to be managed very carefully so that we 

try to keep pace with the requirements of the vil-

lage. At the same time we are always mindful that 

the extra money can only come from one place 

and that being from the residents through the 

precept or, if we are lucky, from the Village Direc-

tory.   

Childrenôs play equipment, by its very nature, is 

expensive. It also has to be regularly inspected. 

Any faults identified must be repaired for obvious 

reasons which is also expensive.  The Parish 

Council remains of the view, however, that ex-

penditure on the play equipment is important, 

bearing in mind our children are our future. 

The new projects this coming year include new 

village entrance signs, improvements to Brockwell 

Meadow, a new dual purpose litter bin, replace-

ment of rotten bollards on the Green and replace-

ment of part or whole of a piece of play equip-

ment. You will see later that the expenditure for 

the Village signs and Brockwell Meadow will be 

paid for by income from our very popular Oakley 

Village Directory. 

Christmas Lights 

Even though during December we had the intro-

duction of our second lockdown and many of us 

were forced to have a very different Christmas to 

what we would normally, we still had our lovely 

Christmas lights both at St Marys Church and at 

the Crossroads.   

We used a new contractor this year and I am sure 

you will agree he maintained the standard we 

have come to expect.  Though all around us there 

was depressing news we did have the Christmas 

lights to brighten our days and lead us to Christ-

mas Day and then the hope of the New Year.   

It was unfortunate that the lights at the Church 

failed around Christmas night.  The contractor at-

tended and rectified one problem, but storm Bella 

was responsible for causing more damage which 

could not be repaired in situ, so we went a week 

or so without lights at the Church.  

 The contractor has assured us that he will do his 

best to carry out the necessary repairs as part of 

our contract, but of course we remain mindful that 

there may be a need to replace those lights at 

some point as we cannot allow our standards to 

drop.   

I am very grateful to the contractor for attending 

and for all that he did in trying to keep our lights 

on. 

Inconsiderate Parking 

I long for the day when there is not a need to say 

anything about inconsiderate parking, but despite 

our best efforts we still see far too much of it.  

Why do so many drivers think it acceptable to 

drive on verges cutting up the grass unnecessari-

ly; to drive on and park on pavements creating 

danger to pedestrians, people with pushchairs and 

wheelchair users; park on junctions contrary to 

the Highway Code and park across driveways?   

All of these actions are totally unnecessary and 

more to the point are selfish.  A óNo verge parking 

schemeô has been introduced in Lincroft, Hunts 

Path and Copthorne Close and Bedford Borough 

Council Enforcement Officers have assured us that 

they will issue fixed penalty notices to those who 

do not comply.   

Please note, the enforcement officers do not have 

to see the vehicle being driven; the fact that the 

vehicle is parked contrary to the regulation com-

pletes the offence and it is the driver or owner 

who is liable.   

When you think about it,  it is not worth taking 

the risk, so do not do it.  We are in the process of 

arranging a meeting with the Police to discuss 

these  parking matters;  I do however believe that 

with a little bit more thought and consideration we 

could overcome these problems and save the Po-

lice a job.   

Please think about what you are doing and if your 

actions are likely to impact adversely on others 

then do not do it.  Leaving your vehicle properly 

parked on the road actually helps with traffic 

calming, but a vehicle half on and half off the 

pavement achieves nothing. Let us all work to-

gether and stamp this behaviour out. 

Village Directory 

I am confident that by now every household in the 

village will have received the 2021 edition of  the 

Oakley Village Directory and that you all know ex-

actly where to lay your hand on it.   

The Parish Council is so grateful to Councillor Sara 

Fardon and her team for the work that they put 

into its preparation and publication and also to Old 

Road Securities for having sponsored the directory 

since it was introduced.      Continued on page 4 
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We are so grateful for this continued sponsorship 

and as a consequence the directory has provided 

the Parish with an additional Ã20,000 over the 15 

editions, meaning that the new Village entrance 

signs and the work in Brockwell Meadow will be 

funded by the directory. 

Captain Sir Tom MOORE 

Of course our nation was saddened to hear of the 

death of Captain Sir Tom Moore from Marston 

Moretaine on Tuesday 2 February 2021.  He was 

indeed an inspiration to us all and he had a real 

ability to put a smile on all of our faces.   

As a tribute and as a mark of remembrance to 

him and to all those who have died since the start 

of the pandemic we flew the union flag at half 

mast at the War Memorial on Wednesday 3 Febru-

ary 2021. 

Leopold Hector  PLATER 

As a final thought, I am researching how Leopold 

Hector PLATER aged 19 years, a Craftsman with 

the Royal Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, 

was fatally injured at an incident in Clapham on 5 

November 1945.  Should anyone have any infor-

mation at all then please contact me on 

07968122301 or email me at paulphil-

lips65@gmail.com 
Paul Phillips. 

mailto:paulphillips65@gmail.com
mailto:paulphillips65@gmail.com
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Borough Council Report 

We have entered 2021 in a similar fashion to how 

2020 ended, but there is hope ahead. The vaccina-

tion programme is working well, with the three cen-

tres in Bedford all being used. By the time you read 

this, we should hopefully have had a pathway back 

to some social contact announced by the govern-

ment. Even when this is happens we cannot become 

complacent to Covid-19. As we saw when the last 

lockdown ended, infection rates in Bedford rose to 

nearly 1,000/100,000 of the population.  They are 

back down to under 200/100,000 but this is still far 

higher than in the spring of 2020.  

Please remember Hands, Face, Space. 

Finances 

The 2021/22 Bedford Borough Council budget was approved at the Full Council meeting on the 

3rd February, with cross-party support.   The budget maintains the Councilôs record of saving 

frontline services and protecting the vulnerable, despite severe government underfunding and 

the financial challenge caused by the pandemic. 

The context in which the budget will be delivered was laid out in stark terms during the meet-

ing, including the Ã24 million cut in the Councilôs main government grant since 2015, and the 

need for Ã10.9 million of ongoing savings to be delivered in one year.  

Savings are targeted at the way the Council operates including the use of new technology and 

streamlined ways of working, with savings within directorates and increased income genera-

tion, all in order to protect vital frontline services. 

There are also a range of measures to continue to reduce the Councilôs environmental impact 

and help tackle climate change, including a major investment in a Solar Energy Farm that 

makes new use of the former Elstow landfill site. 

Meanwhile, ongoing support for the vulnerable includes full Council Tax Relief for those least 

able to pay, more investment for Adults and Childrenôs social care services, and more emer-

gency accommodation for the homeless. 

Investment in the Borough also includes 

further town centre regeneration, expand-

ing schools to create more school places in 

growing areas and road and pavement re-

surfacing and improvements. 

Transport 

Zebra Crossing for Lovell Road 

In March work will start on the installation 

of a new zebra crossing on Lovell Road, 

Oakley, just east of the junction with Par-

rott Close.  

This is being jointly funded by Bedford Bor-

ough Council, Oakley Parish Council and 

my Ward Fund. 

This will allow children who live in Parrottôs 
Close to safely cross the road when walk-
ing to school, It will also allow  the resi-
dents of The Lovell Homes to reach the bus 
stop for buses into Bedford.  
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Parking 

Lincroft/Hunts Path/Copthorne Close 

A no verge parking scheme has been introduced in these 

three roads, to counter the actions of a selfish few who con-

sistently park on the grass verges and pavements, so ruin-

ing the environment for everyone and making access for pe-

destrians, pushchairs & wheelchair users more difficult.  

This has been introduced at the request of the Parish Coun-

cil and has been paid for from my Ward Fund. With the in-

stallation of the signage, Bedford Borough Parking services 

are now able to issue fines to offenders caught parking in-

considerately.  

 

Environment 

Making Bedford Borough Friendlier for Bugs and Bees 

As part of the óBugs and Beesô project, the Council is planting new hedgerows and wildflower mead-

ows. 

The Bugs and Bees project launched in the summer and saw the Council receive lots of requests from 

local residents for areas where a more wildlife-friendly maintenance regime could be put in place. 

As a result, the Council is trialling more areas where the grass is not mown but instead left to grow 

naturally. By not cutting the grass it creates natural wildflower meadows, allowing local native spe-

cies to bloom and provide pollen and nectar. 

The Council also brought this approach out of the parks and onto the streets last year. On roadside 

verges the grass must be cut short to ensure that people can see and that junctions are safe. How-

ever, the grass is often left long at the back of the verge away from the road. This is an important 

way to encourage wildlife such as invertebrates, butterflies and bees into the heart of the urban area. 

If you would like further information about this project, or to suggest an area that the team could 

look at, then please email bugsandbees@bedford.gov.uk. 

   Councillor Jon Abbott      Telephone: 07784 549180  Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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MERRI Flowers 

After a bit of a break from the farm, February and 

March are our key months for planning for a suc-

cessful 2021. 

Home-schooling our boys has prevented both of 

us from going up the farm on a daily basis but, 

like everyone else, we have learnt to adapt to a 

ónew normalô. Sowing seeds, plant propagation 

and potting on seedlings are now carried out from 

our home on our kitchen table, whilst the boys 

are cooped up in their bedrooms staring at 

screens doing online schooling from 8.30am to 

3pm. Their planned breaks have become our 

breaks, so it is not all bad. 

This time of year is all about future proofing our 

cut flower and Christmas tree businesses. The 

most tedious task is checking our rabbit fencing 

around the entire perimeter of our farm to pre-

vent pesky rabbits nibbling on our over wintered 

flower and Christmas tree seedlings. Thankfully, 

the few days of snow helped us no end with this 

task, because it is far easier to see pawprints in 

the snow to discover their entry points than 

pawprints in mud.  

Which has just reminded me to say a big THANK 

YOU to everyone in the village who donned their 

wellies and came up to our farm to buy their 

2020 Christmas Tree from us in November or  

December.  

Our 2020 Merri Christmas Tree Fundraiser raised 

money for twenty-five local charities, including 

Oakley Pre-School, Oakley Primary, Lincroft and 

St Marys Church. It is hard to believe that in 

2018 we only had five charities involved (three of 

which were in Oakley).  

We would also like to thank everyone within Oak-

ley who bought flowers from us during the Merri 

months of May to September 2020. We must 

have delivered flowers to someone in Oakley 

nearly every day last year. So when it comes to 

May 2021, please do not forget about us when 

you need flowers to brighten up someoneôs day.  

Anyway, it is time for us to go and sow some 

more seeds for a brighter future. Stay safe. Stay 

positive. 

Rachelle and Julian Merrill, (opposite Oakley Post 
Office) 

 It is with some sadness that we realise that it has been almost a 

whole year since Brownies last met face-to-face, but we are continu-

ing over Zoom and we hope that it will not be too much longer until 

we are able to meet off screen. 

Brownies have kept busy playing games, telling stories with puppets 

they made, learning about birds ready for the RSPB Birdwatch, cook-

ing (rocky road and peppermint creams) and celebrating Chinese 

New Year. Instead of a beetle drive we had a óDragon driveô and Brownies created these lovely drag-

ons:-  

Sadly Mel (Barn Owl) will be leaving us at 

Easter as she will be busy on Friday evenings 

with her party tent business. We will all miss 

the fun activities she organised, her care and 

consideration and the hard work she did be-

hind the scenes, such as communicating with 

parents and purchasing badges. I would like 

to pass on big thank you to Mel for all that 

she has done for Brownies.  

As a result of Melôs departure, we are on the 

lookout for a new volunteer. There is 

plenty of flexibility in the role and attending 

every meeting would not be essential.  

If you are interested in finding out more,  

please email Lindsay at oakleybrownies452@gmail.com.    Lindsay Saunders 
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Nosey Editor 

As one of the side effects of our present circumstances I now spend part of a morning taking exercise 

while my wife braves Sainsburyôs shopping emporium. Consequently as I passed Brewpoint I noticed 

large tractors and earthmovers working on the rest of the site. As a committed silver surfer and re-

membering vaguely about a hotel and an activity centre I started to do some virtual digging. 

First of all I found that Cut Throat Lane is now being renamed Fairhill.  There are more than a dozen 

streets called Cut Throat Lane in Britain and Ireland. In some cases local legends speak of a terrible 

murder having taken place there, in other cases the name is attributed to the existence of an abattoir 

on the road where animals had their throats cut. Personally I think the latter in Bedfordôs case alt-

hough there has been a  trial trench evaluation revealing evidence for a possible late Iron Age/early 

Roman settlement in the north of the site close to the river Great Ouse. 

As you can see there is going to be a mixture of residential, retail and food outlets with the mi-

crobrewery and potential multi-activity centre. 

1. Highway Access Point 

2. Hotel - Up to 80 Bedrooms 

3. Car parking 

4. Coach Parking 

5. Country park 

6. A6 - The Great Ouse Way 

7. River Ouse 

8. Fairhill 

9. Brewpoint : Charles Wells Brewery 

10. New roads 

11. Fast Food Outlets 

12. Adrenalin World - multi-activity centre from Da-

vid Lloyd Developments have an option here 

13. Area for further housing development 

14. Sainsburyôs Supermarket 

15. Electricity Distribution Site 

16. A6 Clapham Road 

17. A6 Paula Radcliffe Way 

18. Railway 

19. Aldi Supermarket  

Oakley Band of Bell Ringers update 

It has been a sad time for the Oakley bell ringers. Shortly before Christmas we lost 
one of our small band. Marion Ridgway joined the Oakley Band of Bell Ringers in 
1971 and her husband, Graham, took over the role of Tower Captain in 1972. As 
Graham recalls, Marion and the rest of the band raised the money for the treble 
bell, the newest bell in the St Maryôs bell tower, by holding jumble sales and discos 
in the village hall, as well as fundraising in the church. The treble bell was cast in 
the Whitechapel foundry in 1978 and was delivered to St Maryôs on the 18th Decem-
ber that year. Graham remembers installing the girder in the bell tower while the 
Nine Lessons & Carols was taking place in the church. Graham and others in the 
band installed the frame fittings and the bell on the 28th December, just in time for 

the practice that evening. Marion was the first person to ring the new treble bell and it was the first 
time that six bells had rung out in Oakley. 

Three of our band members (in a family group) were able to ring the bells at St Maryôs in honour of 
Marion before a beautiful service in the churchyard. Marion will be greatly missed by us all and our 
thoughts and best wishes are with Graham and their family. 

It has almost been a year since we have all been able to ring together at St Maryôs and we miss it so 
much. All we can do at the moment is keep our fingers crossed that the control measures work, and 
we can start getting back to normal. By Shelley Abbott, on behalf of the Oakley Band of Bell Ringers 
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    CAMEO 

 

      (come and  

   meet each other)  
 

Sadly the Oakley WI has found it necessary to close, we have done our best with Zoom meetings 

each week to chat and having the monthly talks on Zoom, but many of our members are unable or 

have not joined us and unsurprisingly, after the last year of lockdowns, the uncertainty of next year 

too,  and being unable to meet, are not considering re-joining WI for the next year, which makes it 

unviable for our group to continue. 

To keep our village in contact, we propose starting a new group for any lady to join, no subscription 

at present, we will call this CAMEO (Come and Meet Each Other)  

At the start this will obviously be regular weekly zoom meetings, just to have a cup of tea and chat 

with your friends ï or make new friends.  The aim for the future is to try and form a casual social 

gathering, based around the Knit and Natter group who made the poppies for Remembrance, where 

people can drop in for a chat probably start-

ing with meeting regularly at the Bedford 

Arms. This does not mean you have to knit 

or crochet or sew, it means those who wish 

to, can, and the rest can just chatter over a 

coffee or tea etc. It is purely social at pre-

sent and we will build from there. 

Contact please if you are interested:-  

phylmaj@icloud.com  

9ŘƛǘƻǊǎ bƻǘŜ - ƴƻ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛǎŜ ŀƴȅƻƴŜΗΗ 
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David Swallow 


