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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2022 
Hello All 

I hope you had a good Christmas and 

also a good start to the new year.  It is 

great to see the days lengthening and to 

see the spring flowers starting to show 

their colours, predominantly the white of 

those fragile but strong and hardy 

snowdrops and the yellow of the aco-

nites.  To me Spring is such a lovely 

time of the year preparing us for what is 

to follow. 

Once again our Christmas lights were 

very successful.  The óSwitch Onô took 

place on the cold evening of Saturday 

27 November 2021, which seems an age 

ago, at St Maryôs Church.  A number of 

people turned up in good voice for carol 

singing and we were very grateful to 

Reverend Catherine Wilson for leading 

the carol singing and prayers and indeed 

the St Maryôs Volunteers for supplying 

the very welcome refreshments.  The 

lights remained on until 6 January 2022 

when they were switched off.  Many fa-

vourable comments were made about 

the lights, and we set ourselves a stand-

ard below which we must not fall! 

Inconsiderate Parking 

I was starting to think that car users 

were being much more considerate with 

the way they park and where they leave 

their vehicles, but of late I have noticed 

a massive change in behaviour.  It ap-

pears that it has almost become the 

norm to pull on to the pavement without 

considering the need of and the likely 

danger to pedestrians. If there is no 

pavement then the grass verge is used.  

This really is unnecessary, is inconsider-

ate and at this time of year the grass 

tends to get churned up.  Please do not 

do it and where possible please pass the 

message on.  Residents should be aware 

that Bedford Borough Council, along 

with many other local authorities, is 

consulting with a view to applying for 

increased powers in relation to both 

moving and stationary vehicles. Some 

offences that have not been enforced 

may well be in the future. 

 Continued on page 3 
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Horses on Footpaths 

In recent weeks we have noticed that horses are 
being ridden or walked along footpaths, particu-
larly the footpath that runs from Pavenham Road 
into Linch Furlong, along the river bank in the 
general direction of Milton Ernest and on grass 
areas at Browns Wood.  Please do not do it; there 
are adequate bridleways where horses can be rid-
den or walked.  Thank you for your co-operation. 

The Queenôs Platinum Jubilee 

As part of our celebrations for The Queenôs Plati-

num Jubilee over the four day weekend at the be-

ginning of June, this village will join forces with 

our neighbours Clapham, and possibly Milton Ern-

est and Thurleigh, to light the Beacon in the 

field at The New Brownôs Wood just off the High-

field Road roundabout. This is a special tribute to 

Her Majesty The Queen especially as this will be 

the last chain of Beacons lit in the Queenôs reign.  

Both nationally and internationally the support has 

been extremely positive. Activities will take place 

in the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of 

Man, UK Overseas Territories and in each of the 

Capital Cities of the Commonwealth Countries so 

timings and plans have to be quite precise.  Activ-

ities relating to the Beacon Lighting will take place 

during the evening of 2 June 2022 and will 

follow the official organiserôs program for the 

evening.  Those attending need to plan to be 

at the site of the Beacon in good time where 

at 9.35pm it is hoped that we will have a local 

Piper to play Diu Regnare. At 9.40pm we hope to 

have a local Bugler to play the unique Bugle Call ï

ó Majesty ó, then officially announcing the lighting 

of the Beacon at 9.45pm by Richard Fuller Con-

servative MP for North East Bedfordshire. We also 

hope that we will be able to invite a local choir to 

join us to sing the winning Commonwealth-wide 

song when the Beacon is being lit. It will be a 

unique musical tribute to Her Majesty The Queen 

that evening, filling the world with the sound of 

music and song. 

Furthermore to assist the sustainability of our 

planet, where possible and practical, the organis-

ers are encouraging those lighting beacons to 

plant a circle of seven trees at a later date at loca-

tions of their choice, with each tree representing a 

decade in the Queenôs seventy-year reign. Tree 

planting can be part of óThe Queens Green Cano-

pyô in honour of the Jubilee. Bedford Borough 

Council is giving away up to five trees for resi-

dents and up to twenty five for Community 

groups, Schools and businesses.  The Parish 

Council will be claiming  twenty five, some of 

which may well be planted in Brockwell Meadow 

and other parts of the village that may be consid-

ered suitable.  We also plan to plant an Oak tree 

in Riverside Meadow to mark the Corona Virus 

pandemic. 

Additionally, on this same weekend, Reverend 

Catherine Wilson will be holding a service of cele-

bration for Her Majestyôs Jubilee at 10.30am on 

Sunday 5 June 2022. This service will be support-

ed by members of the Parish Council and it is 

hoped that it will also be well supported by village 

residents. 

It is likely that further information about the Jubi-

lee celebrations and activities will be found on no-

ticeboards, the Village Web Site and social media, 

because our next publication of the Newsletter will 

be at the beginning of June 2022, but obviously 

too late for good notice to be given. 

Residents may well have plans for their own cele-

brations to mark this incredible achievement by 

Her Majesty, and each and every one of us should 

feel proud to be able to witness it. 

Litter Pick 

It is likely that we will be holding our annual litter 

pick on a date to be fixed during springtime on a 

Saturday morning between 10am and 12 noon. 

Please look out for details on noticeboards, the 

village website and social media.  We anticipate 

that we may well be supported by our local Scout 

Group and if so we will start and finish from their 

hut and, as in the past, refreshments may be 

available.  Please give us your support if you are 

able and bring along your children too.  Unfortu-

nately there does seem to have been an unrea-

sonable and unacceptable increase in litter around 

the village.  I am told by the volunteer who regu-

larly collects in Highfield Road and the slip roads 

to and from the Paula Radcliffe Way that fast food 

cartons, cardboard coffee cups, cans and bottles 

account for most of the litter he collects.  The 

chances are that those who deposit this litter do 

not read this newsletter, but just in case they do I 

would ask that you do not do it and that you put 

your litter in a bin or take it home and put it in 

the bin there.  

I know many people around the village regularly 
pick up litter and whilst we do not necessarily 
know who you are we thank you for doing what 
you do; with special thanks to Trevor and Susan. 

Oakley Speed Watch Volunteers- See Page 7 

Well, I think that is about it and it remains for me 
to thank everyone for doing what they do for this 
village.  On your behalf I thank all Parish Council-
lors and Ann  Paice, our Parish Council Clerk, for 
all of their hard work, all of our contributors to 
this Newsletter and to you for reading it.  

Last but by no means least thank you to our Edi-
tor Bill Chalker who has once again put together 
another quality publication.   

Kind regards  Paul Phillips, Chair.  
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Borough Council News 

Council Tax 

The Council Tax Increase for 2022/23 has been 

set at 3.99%, this comprises of a core council tax 

rise of 1.99% and 2% adult social care. The budg-

et for the next financial year was passed unani-

mously. This once again means that key areas 

such as buses, roads, social care and childrenôs 

services have been protected. 

Extra Powers for Council to Enforce On Our 

Roads - Have Your Say 

As part of the Traffic Management Act (2022), the 

Government will be giving councils the option to 

apply for powers to enforce against ómoving traffic 

offencesô. Currently, only the Police can enforce 

against these offences. 

Bedford Borough Council is considering acquiring 

these powers, and wants to hear the views of lo-

cal residents, businesses and interested parties. 

These powers would enable the Council to expand 

the work it already does enforcing against illegal 

and dangerous parking, and misuse of bus lanes. 

The Council Parking Services Team would carry 

out this enforcement work, as part of their current 

duties. 

Other offences would be enforced where the ap-

propriate signs are in place. These include one 

way streets, no U-turn allowed, no left/right 

turns, no entry, box junctions, as well as areas 

where cars are not permitted such as cycle lanes. 

To see the full list of offences, for further infor-

mation and to have your say, please visit 

www.bedford.gov.uk/mtoconsultation 

You can have you say online at 

www.bedford.gov.uk/mtoconsultation, by emailing 

highway.consultations@bedford.gov.uk or by writ-

ing to Traffic Operations, Room 109, Borough 

Hall, Cauldwell Street Bedford MK42 9AP. Hard 

copies are available on request via the Highways 

Helpdesk on 01234 718003. 

Comments should be received by 18 March 2022 

and may be published. 

Bedford Borough Council Launches Fly-

Tipping Information Appeal 

Bedford Borough Council has invested in new, 

portable CCTV cameras that they are deploying at 

fly-tipping hotspots around Bedford Borough. 

The Council is using footage to help identify vehi-

cles present in the vicinity of fly-tipping or individ-

uals who may have information about fly-tipping 

so that enforcement action can be taken against 

the appropriate persons who are engaged in this 

activity. Fly-tipping is a criminal offence and can 

be punished with a maximum fine of Ã50,000, or 

a 12 month prison sentence if convicted by a 

Magistrates Court. 

The footage will be posted on the Councilôs 

óCaught on Cameraô webpage at 

www.bedford.gov.uk/caughtoncamera. If you rec-

ognise a vehicle or an individual, you can let the 

Council know on that webpage. This will assist the 

Council in deciding if an offence has been commit-

ted.   

Fly-tipping is a criminal offence which costs the 

Council thousands of pounds to clean up. It can 

also be a hazard to local people & wildlife and is a 

real blight on the environment. 

New Exhibition at The Higgins -  Edward 

Bawden Exhibition: Artist Plantsman 

29th January 2022 ï 15th January 2023 

Artist Plantsman, a new exhibition exploring influ-

ential British artist and designer, Edward Bawden 

(1903-1989), and his lifelong love of plants and 

gardens, opened at The Higgins Bedford on Satur-

day 29th January 2022. 

Drawn exclusively from the Edward Bawden ar-

chive, this exhibition invites visitors to discover 

Bawdenôs love of plants and gardens through a 

wide range of his work, including early wallpaper 

designs, well-known prints, advertising campaigns 

and private commissions. 

Exotic and favoured plants have been weaved 

throughout much of Bawdenôs work, with ivy ten-

drils wrapped around wallpaper and exhibition in-

vitation designs, whilst architectural plants like 

gunnera, hosta and hogweed act as framing de-

vices for images of gardeners and greenhouses. 

From the grand gardens of Carthage and the bo-

tanical gardens at Kew, to Bawdenôs own gardens 

at his parentôs home in Braintree and his beloved 

one-acre plot in Great Bardfield, visitors can see 

Bawdenôs passion for plants and gardens across 

decades of his work, featuring pieces that have 

never before been on public display. 

Visitors will also be able to see The Bilstoe Garden 

Seat on permanent display. Bawden was commis-

sioned to make it in 1956, resulting in a combina-

tion of tradition and modernity patterned with a 

spiderôs web-like design. 

Artist Plantsman is free to visit and will run until 

15th January 2023. Visit The Higgins Bedford 

website for more information at 

www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email :  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Yey, we have finally re-opened! This term 

we have welcomed back our members past 

and new. It has been great to see our 

members mixing with their friends.  

We also have a new addition to our youth 

club. Welcome Jules. Jules is a great asset 

to our youth club especially as she is su-

perbly organised.  

We have made cookies, chocolate gift 

bags for valentines and blew the dust of 

our equipment to play activities including 

table tennis, pool, tabletop hockey as 

well as crafts, gaming, and competitions. 

I would also like to take this opportunity 

to express our sincere thanks to our 

Treasurer Emma for stepping in whilst 

we have been in and out of lockdowns. 

Thank you, Emma.  

Whilst we are talking about staff chang-

es, I would also like to take this oppor-

tunity to advertise for a new leader to 

take over from myself from Septem-

ber 2022. I have been running the Youth 

Club for quite a while now and due to my 

demanding job and having busy teenagers 

to run around, I am reluctantly stepping 

down. This is a great opportunity to do 

something great for the community and 

provide somewhere warm, fun, safe and 

enjoyable for our young members. If you 

are interested in running the youth group 

then please get in touch with the commit-

tee at oakleyyouthgroup@gmail.com.  

I have been incredibly lucky to have great 

members and supportive parents over the years and I would like to say thank you as 

we could not have run for this long without you and, of course, the constant support 

we receive from the Parish Council.  

We are proud of our little club and the 

opportunities it has given young people 

to have paid jobs in addition to us sup-

porting young people from Lincroft with 

their Duke of Edinburgh award. We 

have a great community in Oakley and 

it has been a sincere pleasure to be 

part of it.  

Dawn, Sara, Pat and Emma. 

mailto:oakleyyouthgroup@gmail.com
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

Reinventing stamps 

for the future 
Over the coming months, you will notice that more of our stamps will 

start to feature barcodes.  

Following a successful national trial we will now be adding unique barcodes to all our regular 

óeverydayô Definitive and Christmas stamps. Each barcoded stamp will have a digital twin and the two 

will be connected by the Royal Mail App. The unique barcodes will facilitate operational efficiencies, 

enable the introduction of added security features and pave the way for innovative services for our 

customers. 

Definitive stamps are the stamps that will be very familiar to most people. They feature the profile of 

HM The Queen. The barcodes match the stamp colour and sit alongside the main body of the stamp, 

separated by a simulated perforation line. The new barcode is an integral part of the stamp and must 

remain intact for the stamp to be valid.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Transition to Barcoded Stamps 

Non-barcoded stamps will be phased out but will remain usable until 31 January 

2023. Customers are encouraged to use their non-barcoded stamps before this 

date. Alternatively, non-barcoded stamps can be exchanged for the new barcoded 

version through Royal Mailôs óSwap Outô scheme.  

The óSwap Outô scheme will open on 31 March 2022. Forms will be available via a 

variety of channels, including local Customer Service Points; the Royal Mail website 

and via our Customer Experience team. Customers will be able to use a Freepost 

address. Further details will be announced shortly.              

 [Editors Note - Public Information Article] 

 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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Oakley Speed Watch 

- Volunteers Needed 
Even though no volunteers have been forth-

coming from our recent plea for volunteers 

to join our speed watch team, we continue to 

try to operate twice each month, recently 

giving attention to Highfield Road, Pavenham Road and Lovell Road. Previous to that we were in 

Church Lane.   

Maybe some of you did not see the article when we asked for volunteers to come forward,  or be-

cause of all the demands of preparing for Christmas it slipped your mind, so I will renew our PLEA 

FOR YOUR SUPPORT.  Provided we have enough volunteers, one hour a month is all that we ask 

and yes, you would be helping the Speed Watch Group, but more importantly you would be helping 

your village and you would be meeting new friends ï some of us might be getting on, but we are 

okay really!!  In mid January 2022 around 11am the speeds of two of the cars, which were noticea-

bly slowing down, were recorded at 38 and 36 mph coming into the village.  This is not acceptable in 

a 30 mph limit and they were only slowing down because their speeds were being recorded    

Are you happy with these speeds? I most certainly am not particularly at times when our children or 

grandchildren might be going to or from school or indeed going out to play.  Let us make sure that 

our village is as safe as it can be and it really would be great if two or three or more volunteers could 

come forward and ensure the continuation of Speed Watch.  If you require further information please 

contact me on 07968 122301 or paulphillips65@gmail.com                                         Paul Phillips 
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Spot and protect yourself 

from scams 

It can be hard to tell if something is a scam - that 

is why they work and cost us Ã470M last year. 

How to spot a scam 

Ask yourself the following questions. If you an-

swer yes to any of them, there's a good chance 

it's a scam. 

Have you been contacted out of the blue? 

Cold calls or unexpected emails or messages 

should raise suspicion, especially if youôre asked 

to give personal or payment details. 

Have you been asked to share personal de-

tails? 

Never share your personal details with anyone if 

you cannot confirm they are who they say they 

are. 

Are the contact details vague? 

Scam websites often Vague contact details can be 

a PO box, premium rate number (starting ó09ô) or 

a mobile number. 

Are you being asked to keep it secret? 

It is important you can discuss any agreements 

with your friends, family or advisors. 

Is the offer too good to be true? 

Scams will often promise high returns for very lit-

tle financial commitment. They may even say that 

a deal is too good to miss. 

Are you being pressured to make a decision? 

Fraudsters often try to hurry your decision mak-

ing. Do not let anyone make you feel under pres-

sure - it is OK to take a break and think things 

through if you are not sure. 

Are there spelling and grammar mistakes? 

Emails or messages littered with spelling and 

grammar mistakes are a scam giveaway.  

For more information go to  

https://www.which.co.uk/consumer-rights/scams 

Oakley Sports & Social Club would like to ex-

tend a belated warm welcome to our new 

Stewards Tom Mackay and Jasmine Keen, who 

pick up the reins following the retirement of 

Mick and Barbara Hewitt last November. Alt-

hough not from Oakley but neighbouring Clap-

ham, many local members will know and rec-

ognise Tom and Jasmine as they have been 

the landlords of the Fox and Hounds, Clapham 

since 2020 and by all accounts have turned it 

into a very successful local pub!  

Jasmine has a wealth of experience in the hospitality trade having been employed in previous pubs 

and hotels for several years whilst Tom was a tradesman as well as a pub Landlord. Tom has hung 

up his tools to concentrate full time in the hospitality industry and on running Oakley Sports & Social 

Club. 

Both have a passion for trying new food and drinks whether in restaurants or their own kitchen and 

furthermore Jasmine enjoys growing fruit and vegetables, she said ñIôm a big believer in sourcing lo-

cal produce and you canôt get more local than your own gardenò 

Tom said ñWe see Oakley Club as a great community facility and an exciting challenge. It was some-

thing we really wanted to do and now we have that opportunity. We look forward to welcoming both 

old and new members, supporting the various associations already using the facilities and we intend 

to bring in further community minded activities, functions and new menus. We want to take this club 

onwards and upwardsò 

The Committee are finding it a pleasure to work with Tom and Jasmine and they have every faith 

that OSSC will continue to grow and prosper under their Stewardship.                           Robbie Bays 
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Steveôs Snippet No.55 

A Theme Continuedé Anomalies in usage (and abusage) of (our) language in modern timesé 

I have noticed the addition of, ñofò, where it is neither needed nor (not ñorò, please) logical to include 

it: is this becoming too big ñofò a problem? 

I think I have an answer to why the rogue word is inserted needlessly in this way: it is inserted be-

cause there are discarded and homeless ñofòs, evicted from other sentences, a couple blocks down 

the road. Not, ñcouple of blocksò, note. 

I just wanted to share that with you. I feel so much better now. 

On a positive note:-  

If we are going to abbreviate language then there could be environmental advantages in going full 

text-speak. 

Ink can be saved in printing and energy can be saved throughout the entirety of information technol-

ogy. The subtleties and accuracy of communications may suffer, but who cares. 

Meetings will start again in  

Spring and Summer  

starting in April. 

Times and Dates to be   

finalised shortly 

Steveôs Snippet No.56 

Something different for March. 

You may have noticed that a popular 

game has been getting some publicity 

recently. 

Here is our version: DIY-dle. We have 

started you off with the first 2 lines, so 

you just have to complete the rest. 
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How to help  

local homeless people  

 

 

Have you ever walked past someone sleeping rough 

and not known how to help?  

Homelessness is a big problem across the UK, and 

sadly that includes our local area. 

In Bedfordshire and the Milton Keynes area thereôs a 

lot of amazing work going on to help homeless peo-

ple, but there are simply not enough affordable 

homes. As well as those sleeping rough, there are 

many hidden homeless people who are also sofa-

surfing or stuck in temporary accommodation, often 

lacking basic essentials for daily life. 

How to help 

Christian Coley (pictured) used to be homeless and is now being supported by Bedfordshire charity 

Emmaus Village Carlton. Along with others from Emmaus, he now volunteers every week to help 

local rough sleepers.  

We asked Christian to answer some questions about how people can help... 

If I see someone sleeping rough, what can I do?  

ñYou can help connect someone with local services by calling Streetlink on 0300 500 0914 or by 

downloading their app (but if someone needs urgent medical assistance or is in danger, do call 999). 

Loneliness is also a big problem so if you can, please stop and talk. You could ask if thereôs anything 

they need, like a hot drink, something to eat, or warm clothing.ò  

How do I find help locally, for someone whoôs at risk of becoming homeless? 

ñIôd recommend two useful websites which list local organisations and services that can help. For 

Bedford borough www.bedfordhomeless.org.uk and in the Milton Keynes area www.mkhp.co.uk 

ñEmmaus Village Carlton is the charity thatôs helped get me back on my feet. Based just outside of 

Carlton, north Bedfordshire, it offers a 

home, support, meaningful work and train-

ing to people who are homeless or are at 

risk of becoming homeless. If you know 

someone who Emmaus might be able to 

help, you can call their Support Office on 

01234 720826.   

How can I help a local homelessness 

charity? 

ñThere are many great homelessness or-

ganisations in our local area, which all need 

support. The charity thatôs helped me is 

Emmaus Village Carlton. You can help by 

visiting their three charity shops and bistro 

on School Lane, Carlton (open Wed ï Sat 

9.30am ï 4.30pm / Sun 10am ï 4pm) and 

by passing on your unwanted things for re-

sale. You can also donate online and find 

out other ways to help, on their website:  

www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton  
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Linch  

Furlong  

 

December was cold and wet. Linch Furlong was 

very wet and there was a lot of moss around 

particularly by the southern edge.  

January was drier and there were some frosts. 

The first sign of life was the catkins on the hazel 

trees.  

The moss was still there and some evidence of 

plant growth. There were very few birds singing 

and the area was regularly patrolled by the Red 

Kite and the Falcon. At last towards the end of 

January there was some signs of plant move-

ment -  a few daisies raised their heads. 

In February with some warmish days there were 

some signs of the Ash tree black buds swelling 

and the Blackthorn buds fattening up, ready to 

hopefully burst out with blossom. Many more 

birds were singing possibly to claim their territo-

ry and perhaps to attract a mate. Certainly the 

blackbirds were courting. There were long tailed 

tits and blue tits piping up. I was down there on 

Monday and I saw cowslips unfolding their leaves 

and the dog daisies were starting to peep up. 

However, by now the violets were out last year 

but there has been no sign of them yet. I am still 

hoping. If we have some warm days, and with 

longer daylight hours, we will be able to see 

much more growth.  

In March I will be looking for the blackthorn to be 

in bloom so that I can pick sloes in the autumn 

to make sloe gin.  Hopefully the violets will glad-

den my heart. Many more people are enjoying 

our countryside by walking here and along the 

river either to do a circuit to Highfield Road or to 

go to Browns Wood.  

 Pat Olney 
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College Farm   

We have just about survived storm Eunice at Col-

lege Farm. Plenty of slates are off the older roofs 

and a few roof sheets missing but given all the 

hype from the media, I was expecting it to be 

much worse. Hopefully I have not jinxed it and 

storm Franklin passes tomorrow without too 

much disruption. 

Winter is usually a quiet time for us but due to a 

dry January this year we have been able to get 

ahead on a lot of jobs we would not normally be 

able to do. Couple this with cows calving and 

many meetings and discussions on the new Agri-

cultural Policy, the first part of 2022 has flown 

by. 

Farming at the moment is facing huge pressures 

from a number of directions; subsidy payments 

are reducing, we are being encouraged to enter 

into environmental schemes, the Government 

want us to farm in a greener way. Our input costs 

have had massive inflation in the last 6 months. 

For example this time last year fertiliser was 

Ã270 per tonne, today it is Ã680 per tonne. If you 

can get it, fuel is 30% more than 12 months ago 

and machinery costs are ever increasing.  

Luckily, we are receiving a higher grain price than 

we have for many years. Unfortunately this is on-

ly helping to offset the increase in costs, so basi-

cally, we are where we were a year ago, it is just 

costing a lot more money.  

These changes are very daunting. If I was 25 

years older I am not sure if I would be carrying 

on. However, as I am only 36 I have a few years 

to go yet so I am hoping these changes will bring 

many opportunities and I am spending a lot of 

time looking into solutions to be able to farm in a 

more resilient, greener and profitable way. There 

are ways to do this and it involves doing things 

differently to the generations before. I hope to be 

less reliant on expensive pesticides, make more 

use of organic manures to improve our soil fertili-

ty and am looking into non farming based diversi-

fication opportunities. 

 When I was younger all I wanted to be was a 

farmer. To kickstart my farming career I become 

an agricultural contractor and I now feel my job 

role is changing to a land manager. I am nerv-

ously excited about where it might lead to.  

Time flies when you are enjoying yourself. Two 

years ago we bought 7 calves to hand rear and  

they are due to have a calf of their own any day 

soon.  

Hopefully in my next article I will be able to tell 

you that Dotty, Dorothy, Cinderella, Princess 

Belle, Elsa, Ariana and Anna are all down the field 

with their calves at foot. And yes, they were all 

named by our daughter Emily who was 2 at the 

time! 

Farmer wife duties at College Farm 

Gone are the days of the óstereotypicalô farmerôs 

wife where it is believed they spent most of the 

time in the kitchen baking and making food for 

the farmer and workers. I cannot say I ever fitted 

that mould but these days farmers wives get as 

stuck in as their husbands. When I am not work-

ing in marketing, or art, you will often find me 

tending to our cows. We hand rear approximately 

six per year to increase our herd. They are very 

tame and have their unique personalities. 

Farming is not just about being practical though, 

as Henry has mentioned you do need to have a 

business mindset, as all business owners do, and 

think about how you can make the best return 

with the opportunities you have. Diversification is 

key to surviving these days so we do often have 

lightbulb moments. A few years ago we looked at 

turning a barn into a nursery and got planning 

permission, but the stipulations the planners add-

ed to the approval meant the project cost was no 

longer viable. 

On a separate note my art business has really 

picked up in the last six months. For those that 

shop at Milton Ernest Garden Centre, you have 

probably seen my tractor homeware range which 

is now available to buy there. I also sell online so 

feel free to check out my website ljcreativestudi-

os.com. I am continuing to add to my range and 

am launching a new collection this year so watch 

this space. Life is never dull at College Farm 

Henry and Laura Saunders 
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Oakley Village  

Show 2022 

 

 

Where has the time gone? Another year ruled by Covid!  The one thing that a lot of us discovered 

during the first difficult year was a newly acquired love of our gardens and in some cases allotment 

vegetable production.  Well you will again this year have the opportunity to demonstrate your 

achievements at the Oakley Village Show.  It only seems yesterday that we were announcing the 

2021 Village Show which was held in September last year. We had another successful show held in 

The Oakley Village Hall where entries were received from gardeners, cooks, crafters, photographers 

and artists of all ages. The most popular classes displaying home grown produce were the tomato 

and runner bean classes, firm favourites.  The home baked brownies and homemade jam classes 

displayed mouth watering cookery skills.  The ñlockdown project classò showed just how many tal-

ented crafters we have in the village! 

One comment which was heard repeated by many people who visited the show was ñwe would 

have entered if we had only known it was onò.  Well for all of you living in Oakley please take 

this opportunity to put the date of this yearôs show in your diary - the 18th September!  With clas-

ses for adults and children alike, of every ability,  there will be a class for everyone.  The summer 

Village Newsletter will contain the programme of events and the entry form. However for those of 

you who are much happier with Facebook you can follow the announcements for the show via the 

Oakley Village Show Facebook page.  

Julia Nicholas 

 

An update from the Oakley Band of Bell Ringers 

 

The Oakley Band of Bell Ringers are so pleased 
to be back ringing the bells of St Maryôs as 
normal and we hope you are enjoying hearing 
the bells ringing out over the village! We re-
cently rang for an extended session in honour 
of the anniversary of our Queenôs accession to 
the throne. 

During the time we were away from the bell 
tower, we very sadly lost two of our experi-
enced bell ringers. Also, another of our long-
standing members has moved away from the 
area. A big loss to the band. So, as we gradu-
ally return to normality, we are seeking new 
members to join us. We are a very friendly 
bunch and are happy to teach those new to 
bell ringing and encourage former ringers who 
may feel a bit rusty. 

We practice on Friday evenings from 8pm to 
9:15pm and ring on Sunday mornings before 
the services at the church. If you would like to 
come along on a practice night to see what itôs 
all about and to have a go, please contact our 

Tower Captain, Bill Sellars on 07980 745292 or email thesellars@btinternet.com. 

mailto:thesellars@btinternet.com

