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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2023 
 

Spring seems to be on the way at last 

with warmer weather and more daylight 

in the evenings. Hopefully all of the bulb 

and tree planting that was carried out 

last year will soon burst into life. We will 

be planting more trees around the vil-

lage this year plus there are grants 

available in partnership with the Forest 

of Marston Vale and DEFRA, to anyone 

who has at least 0.1 hectares of land 

available i.e., space for 100 trees, as 

part of the governments Nature for Cli-

mate fund. The grants will cover the 

cost of the trees, tree protection and on

-going maintenance. If you would like 

more information on this, you can find it 

on the Marston Vale website at 

www.marstonvale.org/trees-for-climate.  

Brockwell meadow 

Brockwell meadow is another project 

that the parish council has taken on as 

part of our drive to increase biodiversity 

in the village. It will join the River 

meadow and Linch Furlong as places 

open to the whole village that have been 

planted to encourage wildlife. 

We had intended to organise a commu-

nity tree planting event on Brockwell 

meadow but unfortunately the trees 

were not available until the end of Janu-

ary and needed to be planted quickly so 

we did not have time. However, the 

Brownies have helped us by putting the 

mulch and tree guards around the trees 

so thank you to them. The trees are 

woodland and fruit trees and will be part 

of a complete scheme being managed 

for the Parish Council by environment 

expert, Patrick Knight. 

Keeping pavements clear 

Please can you ensure that your wheelie 

bin is moved back onto your drive as 

soon as possible after they have been 

emptied. On the High Street and where 

pavements are narrow, this is causing 

problems for residents with buggies, 

wheel chairs or mobility aids.  

Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley Par-
ish Council and delivered by parish 
councillors free to every house in 

Oakley ï about 1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Summer issue is  24th May 2023 

The publishing date is 1st June 2023 

Advertising rates 
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Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
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Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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Understandably on bin collection day you may 

not be able to do it until later in the day but in 

some cases bins are left out for several days 

causing an on-going nuisance.      

We are aware that the pavements on Church 

Lane have become quite dangerous with a lot of 

leaves that become slippery when wet. We have 

asked the Borough Council to clear them and are 

chasing them now to get it done. 

Tennis courts at the Oakley Recreation 
ground  

The parish council is very concerned by the Oak-
ley Recreational Associationôs decision to remove 
the tennis court. This was paid for by developer 
money that was given to the parish council, 13 
years ago, to improve sports facilities in the vil-
lage.  

At the time the council looked at various options 
for places to site the tennis/netball court but de-
cided the Sports field would be the most accessi-
ble to the most people. Therefore it is concerning 
that the ORA committee have now decided to 
disregard this agreement and have taken down 
the nets and part of the court to use for parking.  

They have assured us that they will look to re-
store the court for the summer months and the 
council are doing our best to ensure that this 
happens. Unfortunately, despite it being public 
money, we have not found any way yet in which 
we can insist they do this. 

Planning 

The Neighbourhood Development Plan, which 
residents voted on several years ago, has been 
challenged by potential developers of land at 
Pavenham Road. We have maintained our objec-
tions to this site as its not in the NDP but it is 
now going to appeal for the planning inspector to 
determine. 

The NDP was reviewed and the review approved 
by the Parish Council in December 22 and is 
available on the website at https:/
oakleyvillage.co.uk/ndp. No changes were need-
ed as all policies remained valid. 

The Parish Council has adopted a new Environ-
mental policy as recommended by the NDP group 
and this can be found at https://
oakleyvillage.co.uk/parish-council/minutes-
agendas-downloads . 

Reynes Drive Green play area  

The roundabout on the Green was an original 
one, funded by volunteers in the 1990s. It has 
now come to the end of its useful life after having 
been repaired several times, so the council is in 
the process of replacing it with a new one. We 
hope to have it installed by the summer. 

 

Fly tipping 

Fly tipping appears to be on the increase at the 
moment. We pay a litter picker to collect the eve-
ryday litter, but she cannot clear fly tipped waste. 
The parish council recently had to hire a skip to 
remove all of the waste which had been dumped 
on the allotments and car parts have also been 
left recently on High Street, Lovell Road and Pav-
enham Road.  

Please let us know if you see this happening and 
we will report it to the police, but if you do see 
anything that has already been dumped you can 
report it directly to the Borough Council on their 
website at https://Bedford.gov.uk/save-time-do-it
-online or let the parish clerk know and Ann will 
report it.  

Parish Council precept 

The council voted in January to increase their part 
of the council tax by 1.9%. This is below inflation 
but will allow us to carry on with important pro-
jects around the village. 

Annual Parish Meeting 

This yearôs Annual parish meeting is on Tuesday 
4th April starting at 7:00pm in the village hall. 
Everyone is welcome to attend. You will hear a 
report from the council on their work over the 
past year and see the full accounts. At the end of 
the meeting there is the opportunity for residents 
to pass on their views and question councillors on 
anything that is going on in the village. 

May elections 

All parish councillors will all be up for election on 
4th May. The council consists of 11 councillors, 
and we currently have some vacancies although 
there are residents interested in joining us. If you 
would like to consider standing for election please 
contact the clerk, Ann Paice, and she can give you 
more details and a nomination form. 

If you would like to find out more about what be-
ing a councillor involves please speak to any of 
the councillors on the contact list in this newslet-
ter or call the parish clerk and she can explain 
more. We meet once a month on the first Tuesday 
of the month, in the village hall. If you would like 
to see us in action, please come along to any 
meeting, as residents are always welcome to at-
tend.                                      Jane Walker  Chair 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Borough Council News 
This is my last Borough Council report as 
the Councillor for the current Oakley Ward 
(including Oakley, Pavenham & Stevington), 
from May 4th Oakley will be part of the new 
Clapham Oakley Ward, represented by two 
Borough Councillors. 

It has been a pleasure and an honour to 
have been your Borough Councillor for the 
last four years, having followed in the giant 
footsteps of Pat Olney who served the Oak-
ley as Ward Councillor for 38 years, and still 
serves the village as a Parish Councillor.  

In these last four years we have lived 
through some unprecedented times. When I 
was elected in 2019 none would have fore-
seen that we would need to spend nearly a 
year indoors avoiding even our closest 
friends and family. The way the residents of 
Oakley rallied round and supported each 
other has been amazing to see.  

Resurfacing planned for Paula Radcliffe 
Way in Summer 2023 

Resurfacing works are planned for Paula 
Radcliffe Way in summer 2023. Signs will 
soon be put in place to give advance warn-
ing of the dates of the roadworks. The works 
will see the dual carriageway resurfaced be-
tween Great Ouse Way and Bedford Road, 
Clapham. 

The work will also provide the opportunity to 
review and repair the bridges, street lights 
and crash barriers along this stretch of road, 
minimising the need for future disruption 
and keeping this route safe for all road us-
ers. 

The contractor will soon carry out an investi-
gation to confirm the full scope of these 
works. This will involve some lane closures 
on the dual carriageway. 

 

Residents will need photo ID to vote in 
person at elections in May 

For the first time, electors voting in person 
at polling stations will need to show photo-
graphic ID to vote at this yearôs local elec-

tions, including electors in Bedford Borough. 
Residents are being urged to make sure 
they are ready to vote in May by not only 
checking they are registered to vote but also 
making sure they have an accepted form of 
ID. 

Accepted forms of ID include a UK, Europe-
an Economic Area (EEA) or Commonwealth 
passport; a UK, EEA or Commonwealth driv-
ersô licence; some concessionary travel 
passes, such as an older personôs bus pass 
or an Oyster 60+ card. Voters will be able to 
use expired ID if they are still recognisable 
from the photo. 

Anyone who does not have one of the ac-
cepted forms of ID will be able to apply for 
free ID online at www.voter-authority-
certificate.service.gov.uk/ or by completing 
a paper form. 

Residents who do not have one of the ac-
cepted forms of ID can apply for free ID ei-
ther online via Gov.uk or by completing a 
paper application form and sending this to 
Bedford Borough Councilôs electoral services 
team. If you need any help with applying for 
the free ID or want to request an application 
form, contact the electoral services team by 
phoning 01234 718078 or by email-
ing elections@bedford.gov.uk. 

Anyone who wants to have their say in the 
elections this May must also be registered to 
vote. It only takes five minutes to register 
online at www.gov.uk/register-to-vote. Vot-
ers wishing to apply to their council for free 
ID should first make sure they are regis-
tered to vote. 

The requirement to show photo ID at the 
polling station, is a new requirement, intro-
duced by the UK Governmentôs Elections Act 
which was passed last year and comes into 
effect for the first time this May. 

 Council Tax 

The Borough Council are continuing to sup-
port residents by keeping Council Tax down, 
freezing charges and protecting key services 
so that our most vulnerable can get support 
when they need it most and ensures no li-
braries or Childrenôs Centres close. 

The key headlines are: 

¶ Core Council Tax will rise by 0.9% as well 
as a 2% rise for the governmentôs Adult 
Social Care precept. In total 2.9% ï well 
below inflation and below the maximum 
allowed by government. 

¶ Key services that residents rely on will be 
protected yet again. 

¶ Council charges to residents, such as car 
park charges, will be frozen. 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email :  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

http://www.voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk/
http://www.voter-authority-certificate.service.gov.uk/
mailto:elections@bedford.gov.uk
http://www.gov.uk/register-to-vote
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Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 

Celebrates Its 70th Anniversary Year 

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (Beds RCC) 

is the leading community development agency work-

ing across Bedfordshire, with a proven track record 

built over 70 years. 2023 is the 70th Anniversary 

Year of Beds RCC, and it is a fantastic opportunity to 

celebrate the charityôs achievements during this 

time.  

Beds RCC have a wide range of projects and services 

that benefit local communities across Bedfordshire. 

The work is carried out in four main areas: Supporting Communities, Rural Development, Community 

and Wellbeing, and Community Transport. The charity also owns three non-profit businesses: The 

Barn ï Cardington, Ridgemont Station Heritage Centre and Tea Room, and Warden Abbey Communi-

ty Vineyard. 

Over the past 70 years, both past and current staff and volunteers at Beds RCC have been an inte-

gral part of improving the lives of those living in Bedfordshire.  

Beds RCC was originally set up in 1953 as part of the Rural Community Councils set up across the 

United Kingdom. During the first three years, they became associated with many social aspects of 

rural life ï such as playgrounds and playing fields; clubs and services for the elderly; village halls 

and Parish Councils - which promoted improvements to their local communities. Many of this work 

still continues today, alongside new projects and services which have evolved over the years. 

Chief Executive Tracy Cowan said: 

ñI am incredibly proud of our wonderful staff and volunteer teams ï both past and present - for all 

their hard work over the past 70 years. The fact that we can celebrate the year as the SME Awards 

óCommunity Business of the Yearô makes the achievement even greater and I am looking forward to 

celebrating the year!ò 

2023 will be a busy year for the Charity as they celebrate their anniversary. Plans for the year in-

clude a ball, staff celebration, 70th Anniversary AGM, and more commemorative events. Keep an eye 

out on Beds RCCôs Social Media for more information on these. 

If you would like to find out more about Beds RCC, please contact us: 

The Old School, Cardington, Bedford MK44 3SX (registered office). 

Tel: 01234 838771 / Email info@bedsrcc.org.uk  www.bedsrcc.org.uk 

Follow us on Social Media: Facebook: @bedsrcc      Twitter: @bedsrcc 

Instagram: @bedsrcc      LinkedIn: Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 

 

 

Some of our 

2023 

Initiatives 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

Oakley Show  

2023 
 

Please put Sunday 10th September in 

your diaries for this yearôs Oakley Show. 

We are just about to start our show preparations so now is the time to let us know if you have any 

suggestions for show classes this year. 

You can keep up to date by visiting our facebook page, contact us on messenger or give us a call on 

07778537427 if you have any questions or ideas or if you would like to volunteer to help us. 

Oakley Show Committee  

St Maryôs Church Oakley Open Day 

Sunday June 25th 2pm 

 

 

 

 

 

You are invited to the Church Open Day a chance to see            

the pipe organ in action, a presentation on the restored church 

clock, bell ringing, a history of the church                                   

and a look at some of the artefacts.  

Teas in Church from 3.30 onwards will be part of the Open Day.                       

Graham Palmer Church Warden 07710462535 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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Oakley Speedwatch Since our last report we have continued our plan to use the speed 

data we have collected on operations to give us a better understanding of where the community is 

most at risk from speeding traffic. In the last months we have been concentrating our efforts around 

school opening and closure times. As is usual we did not need to report any drivers to the police but 

you can see from the graph below Lovell Road eastbound is the fastest location we visited having 6 

vehicles breaking the limit in a 30 minute session and is therefore very much on our ówatch list.ô 

The speed profiles generally paint a positive picture of speeds around the village. The range shown 

by the green and yellow boxes represents the speeds between which half the drivers feel  comforta-

ble. The length of the red line is noteworthy as it shows the extent to which  those at the top end are 

driving faster than the norm. The longer the line the greater the concern.The average speed hovers 

around the mid twenties but could be higher if the speed of  the one in ten or so drivers held up by 

the vehicle in front and all of the vehicles below 15mph were ignored.  

Our real concern at the moment is the 40mph limit in Highfield Road. Our operation in July last year 

outside the oil terminal seemed to be going as expected when two walkers politely suggested we 

were looking the wrong way as they had just had a near miss with a speeding car leaving the village. 

How right they were! Our operation in October looking westbound found 5 vehicles to report, more 

than we have reported in the previ-

ous two years of operations.  

We therefore revisited a few weeks 

ago and another two vehicles were 

reported. In addition 25 vehicles 

were over the limit but not suffi-

ciently to be reported. This west-

bound stretch up towards Clapham 

is particularly hazardous as despite 

the fact there is no footpath, and is 

frequented by walkers (often with 

dogs) on their way to Browns 

Wood. It is therefore a location we 

will be revisiting.  

Paul Phillips 
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Thank you to everyone who has 

supported the youth club this term 

We have a wonderful group of   

children. 

We look forward to opening up the 

outside as spring approaches and 

have lots of activities planned. 

We have spaces available for new 

members too, please contact us. 

7-9pm every Friday during term 

time. 

Ã2 entry plus money for our ever 

growing tuck shop. 

Sonya, Jules, Maddison and jj. 
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Volunteers Of All Ages Wanted 

to Protect our Children 

Our present volunteers mostly come from the 

older age bracket and to ensure we continue in-

to the future we would like to appeal to other 

volunteers (over eighteen) to join Oakley Speed 

Watch. 

Are you one of several concerned villagers or 

maybe in an existing village group who are hap-

py to diversify and would like to commit to one 

hour a month, in sets of three, to keep our fami-

lies safe? 

Would you like to go together to the 2 hours of 

training at Police HQ in Kempston? 

Then why not contact Paul Philips on             

paulphillips65@gmail.com or call him on 07968 

122 301 and talk it through with him. 
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Phantom Sprayer 

We seem to take a step forward and then a step backward, there have been 

many complaints on Oakley Village Facebook regarding dog mess from a large 

dog being regularly walked in High Street, where the owner just leaves the 

mess and walks on. 

I notice other places where we still find this nasty stuff left around, 

Ruffs Furze Green has had a few piles lately, where it had been 

spotless for a long while, keeping it clean and nice for our local chil-

dren to play. 

Spring is just around the corner, it would be lovely if I could report 

next time that we had a beautiful dog mess free village.  

I have not walked the muddy fields so much recently but I have 

noticed that they do seem to be a lot cleaner and more pleasant to 

walk ï and much cleaner and safer for the school children running 

round the Station Road field. 

[hhYLbD Chw ! b9² {thw¢Κ 
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¢Ƙƛǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ Ŏƭǳō ƻũŜǊǎ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ 

ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎŀƳŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǊŘƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
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млΦлл ŀƳ - мнΦллǇƳΣ ŀƴŘ нΦллǇƳ - рΦллǇƳ 

CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōΣ ǊƛƴƎ  

tŜƴƴȅ aŀƴƴ ό{ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ ƻƴ лмноп тумссл 

Steveôs Snippet ï No. 63 

The previous cryptic clue:- Sounds like Weatherfieldôs 50s matriarch earned a nickname performing 

on stage. (10,8) Answer: Concertina Sharples    The prize remains unclaimed, but one person came 

close.   

The next one is a bit easier:- ñI hear a tree lapped by sea.ò (5 letters)  Contact me by email, the 

first correct email I see wins ï the prize is real. 
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Steveôs Snippet - No. 64 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) is the talk of the present age and promises (or threatens) so much. 

(There is the argument that Real Intelligence has not been discovered yet, but that is a different 

discussion). 

I was about to invite ChatGPT to assist me with writing an article for this newsletter but it is cur-

rently at full capacity, so you have been sparedé for now. 

There are many articles available to study, ranging from deeply technical to generally informative 

and downright scary. I like to think (more on that in a later Snippet) that the ñdownright scaryò 

is sensationalist nonsense for the most part, and that AI will never resemble the scenarios por-

trayed in the Terminator film series. 

No, AI looks as if it could contain minefields of a different sort, as previously unrecognised prob-

lems arise: one of the major issues is that of the use of copyrighted materials used to train AI 

systems. 

Getty Images has instigated a lawsuit against an AI company which they claim has accessed 

many of Gettyôs images in order to train its system. The system uses AI to generate pictures, 

some of which contain distorted renditions of the original ownerôs watermarks etc. The initial 

claim is for damages of 1.8 trillion dollars ï yes, trillion. 

Also, if AI develops in its ability to enable us, say, to compose literary masterpieces (eg, home-

work essays), is that merely plagiarism and not any real contribution to learning? 

Regurgitating processed information does not demonstrate learning or understanding, so just 

how useful will AI be in information systems?    Let the debates begin! 

Steve Nicholas 
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News from the tower 
The St Maryôs Church bells are getting new bell ropes.  

Church bell ropes are traditionally made from hemp fibres, alt-

hough flax is now the most widely used natural fibre for bell 

ropes. Interestingly, because these natural fibres absorb mois-

ture, the ropes are affected by weather conditions. When damp 

and cold, the ropes become stiffer. The weather also makes 

them lengthen or constrict so a bell rope that is the perfect 

length for a particular ringer one day, might be too short for 

that ringer the next time they ring that bell! 

Rope makers, of which there are not many left in the UK, need a 

long workspace for winding the long strands of fibre together and 

these are called óropewalksô. Perhaps that is where Rope Walk in 

Bedford got its name?! 

The thick woollen grip on the bottom of the bell rope is called the 

ósallyô. The sallies can come in many different colours and those 

of St Maryôs are currently burgundy. 

Our bell ropes at St Maryôs come in two halves nowadays. The top half of the rope (the part that at-

taches to the bell wheel) is made of polyester and is more hard-wearing than the natural fibres. The 

bottom half of the rope (the part we pull) is still made from the natural fibres and the two parts are 

spliced together. Several of the bell ropes at St Maryôs are wearing out or becoming stiff with grime 

from years of use so we have made the decision to replace them all. This means that the bells of St 

Maryôs will fall silent for a few weeks. Thankfully, we will not miss our practice nights as we have 

been invited to practice at St James Church in Biddenham. 

But before that happens, you may have heard a prolonged bit of ringing by the St Maryôs Band on 

Saturday 25th February as we rang a quarter peal, roughly taking between 35-45 minutes. 

We are also planning to join in with Ring for the King, to celebrate the Kingôs coronation. 

We practice on Friday evenings from 8pm to 9:15pm and ring on Sunday mornings before the ser-

vices at St Maryôs Church. If you would like to come along on a practice night to see what it is all 

about and to have a go, please contact our Tower Captain, Bill Sellars on 07980 745292 or email the-

sellars@btinternet.com. 

Shelley Abbott 


