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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2024 
 

An Invitation 

A date for your diary and an invitation to 

all villagers. Please come and join us at 

the Annual Parish Meeting being held at 

7.00pm, 2nd April at the Village Hall.  It 

is an opportunity to meet with your par-

ish councillors.  

You will be able to hear about the work 

done in the village and raise questions 

you may have on any aspect of work 

that we do, make suggestions, or give 

your views.  

Parish Council Budget.  

The Parish Council reviewed our budget 

at our January meeting. If you ever look 

at our accounts, you may be under the 

impression that the council has a lot of 

money to deploy on projects.  

Most of the money in the accounts is 

ringfenced and has been given under 

ñSection 106ò which is money from de-

velopers for maintenance. This money is 

set aside for specific spending on 

maintenance of the Furlong, the Grange 

and Parsonage Close plus a sum for the 

bus shelter near the High Street cross-

roads. 

For 2024 we are planning to invest in 

new Christmas tree lights. The lights 

looked lovely at Christmas. However, 

those at the Highfield Road Junction are 

now quite old and have a fragility to 

them. In putting them up, several of the 

icicles broke and they are really coming 

to the end of their life.  

We will be considering the options in re-

spect of replacement at our meeting in 

March. They certainly do make the vil-

lage look great at Christmas.   

We have reviewed all expenditure and 

the Parish Council has agreed a 2.36% 

increase in the precept to Ã58,200 which 

would increase the band D rate by 1.9% 

from Ã57.68 to Ã58.77. 

 

Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley Parish 
Council and delivered by parish coun-
cillors free to every house in Oakley ï 

about 1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Summer issue is  24th May 2024 

The publishing date is 1st  Jun 2024 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 
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Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733      

wrecklatch@gmail.com 

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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Neighbourhood Development Plan 

If you have been following the activities of the 

Parish Council in the minutes you will be aware 

that we have met with both Bedford Borough 

Council planning department, and separately with 

MP Richard Fuller, to reinforce the importance we 

put on the Neighbourhood Development Plan and 

to check that the plan is given the necessary 

weight when planning applications are considered. 

Early in January we had a very positive discussion 

with Jon Shortland, Chief Planning Office at Bed-

ford Borough Council. He confirmed that he would 

meet with Council/NDP Group again for both Sta-

tion Road and High Street sites once reserved 

matters applications were submitted.  We also 

agreed that the Parish Council would write to 

agents requesting meetings due to our interest in 

the proposals.  

Richard Fuller also set out the backing the govern-

ment gives to Neighbourhood Development Plans 

and has expressed support for ours.  

The application submitted for the High Street is 

for access only and relates to 10 dwellings. Fur-

ther planning details will be submitted as the pro-

cess evolves.   

A lot of you will be aware of the changes proposed 

to Lincroft School. Some members of the Parish 

Council attended the open evening on the 29th 

January. We will consider the application in due 

course, as it will be presented to the council 

through normal planning channels shortly. You too 

will be welcome to make comments as you wish 

on the plans that were laid out. 

 

Parking and Double Yellow Lines  

The Parish Council has agreed to request double 

yellow lines at the entrance to Reynes Drive and 

to Flax Close. We have done this due to the signif-

icant amount of traffic at school times. People 

park their cars too close to the ends of the junc-

tions making it difficult and dangerous for resi-

dents to leave their premises, and for children try-

ing to cross at the end of Reynes Drive.  The fact 

that there is continual movement as people stop 

for short periods of time also adds to the chal-

lenges in these areas.  

If you look at some of the comments on Facebook 

you see that residents regularly complain that 

cars park over their drives, blocking them from 

leaving. If this happens every day at school time 

you can see why residents get fed up with it.  

The Parish Council recognises that Oakley is a vil-

lage environment and we are not keen to agree to 

ongoing urbanisation of the village. To that end 

we are not seeking to implement double yellow 

lines in the village as a matter of course. Incon-

siderate parking, car ownership and volume of 

traffic are a symptom of todays society for all of 

us, no matter where we go.  We do have our 

speed cameras in the village and there continue to 

be notices of intended prosecutions for drivers 

who exceed the average speed.   

Speeding, Consideration for others and our 

village environment 

We are very lucky to have our own Speedwatch 

team in the village. We met with them at our De-

cember Council meeting. They have now built up 

a significant amount of data, which is helpful for 

us to see trends of activity over several periods.  

A lot of people speed into the village as they come 

in via Highfield Road and the team have done a 

lot of work at the part of the village. Speed Watch 

events follow police approved procedure and re-

sults are sent to the police by the Clerk.   

I continue to appeal for all drivers to consider 

where you are parking, whether you could walk 

and the impact of parking on the pavements, or of 

driving over grass verges and tearing up the 

grass. We all live here and we want Oakley to be 

a lovely environment that can be enjoyed and ac-

cessible to all.  

See you in April? 

Finally, I do note some occasional comments on 

Facebook saying the Parish Council does nothing!  

If you are a doubter, then please do make contact 

and I would be very willing to take you through 

the areas, issues and projects that we get in-

volved in and maybe also set out some of the 

statutory boundaries the Parish Council operates 

within.   

Alternatively, just a quick reminder of the date for 

the Annual Parish Meeting ï 7.00pm, 2nd April - 

see you there ï doubter, detractor or fan. You are 

all welcome. 

Kind regards to everyone in Oakley. 

Sara Fardon, Chair 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Annual Parish Meeting  
 

being held at  

7.00pm,  

2nd April  

at the Village Hall.   

 

An opportunity to meet  

with your Parish councillors  

 

All are  welcome. 
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Borough Council News 
Footbridge under Lovell Road Railway bridge 

The problems caused by flooding under the rail-

way bridge continue, with the water affecting 

electricity cables, causing power cuts throughout 

Oakley. However, at the time of writing, the legal 

process is still underway to try and get Network 

Rail to repair the broken pipe that is causing the 

problem, or to allow Borough council engineers 

access to repair it themselves. 

As an interim measure, after two years of trying 

to find a solution to pedestrians having to wade 

through inches deep water, the current Deputy 

mayor, Councillor Jim Weir, authorised the instal-

lation of a raised footway to lift people above the 

flood water. We are extremely grateful to him for 

doing this and for setting in motion the legal pro-

cess to try and fix the problem permanently. 

Although the walkway has cost the council a lot of 

money to install, the cost will be added to the 

claim from Network Rail. 

Council Budget agreed 

At the Full Council meeting on the 7th February 

2024, the Council passed a budget with the pro-

posal receiving cross party support.  

The budget includes priorities such as: 

Continuing the roll out of 4 hours free parking in 

Borough car parks in order to encourage more 

people into our town centre 

A regular programme of town centre events, 

again to draw more visitors into town 

An improved cleaning and maintenance regime in 

the Borough 

Improvements to the standard and accessibility of 

public toilets 

Money for school improvement across the Bor-

ough 

Better maintenance of trees in streets 

Improved recycling, including trials for doorstep 

glass recycling and food waste recycling 

Council Tax increase 

Councils up and down the country of all political 

persuasions are facing significant financial pres-

sures for 2024/25.  

Bedford Borough Council will be seeking to in-

crease Council Tax by 2.99% and the Adult Social 

care precept by 2.00% in order to continue to de-

liver services to residents, whilst ensuring that 

budgets balance. 

 

Green waste 

Green waste collections will resume from 1st 

March 2024. You can check your bin collection 

timetable on the Borough council website. 

4-hours free parking in Bedford Town Centre 

The Council agreed in late 2023 to introduce a tri-

al of 4 hours of free parking at Allhallows. The 

current statistics point to the trial having a posi-

tive impact on the Town Centre with footfall con-

tinuing to increase and new shops opening. Fur-

ther information will be provided after the trial 

period has concluded and the data has undergone 

full analysis.  

Universal  

The Council has been hosting meetings with rep-

resentatives from Universal Studios since May 

2023 and facilitating briefing sessions with local 

stakeholders including ward councillors and parish 

councils. Due to the commercially sensitive nature 

of the discussions it will be confidential. However, 

the Council have committed to being as transpar-

ent as possible during the process. 

EWR Routes 

Mayor Tom Wootton commissioned research into 

all proposed routes, including several southern 

routes proposed by local pressure groups, to ena-

ble the council to compare the costs and benefits 

of each. He held a special meeting of councillors 

and the groups to explain the results. The meet-

ings webcast and report is now available on the 

Borough web site along with minutes of the resi-

dents meeting that was held in Clapham Village 

hall in the autumn.  

GLL/Leisure sites  

The new leisure provider GLL have taken over the 

leisure sites around the Borough, with all leisure 

facilities outside Oasis Beach Pool now re-opened. 

Our leisure sites have undergone major work to 

address the over 1000 issues that have built up 

over the last decade and bring them to a safe and 

reasonable standard. There are still many im-

provements planned for the future. 

Download the BETTER app at https://

www.better.org.uk/booking to find out about what 

will be on offer at: 

Bedford International Athletic Stadium 

John Bunyan Sports and Fitness 

Robinson Pools and Fitness 

Kempston Pool and Fitness 

Mowsbury Golf and Squash Centre 

Continued on Page 8 
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Borough Council News 

- Continued  
Resident Recreation  

In an effort to improve the leisure and recreation 

options available for residents across Bedford 

Borough, the Council has secured a 12-hole mini 

golf course that will be opening at Russell Park. 

The project commences in the coming weeks with 

an expected duration of 8-12 weeks, aiming for 

completion by the Easter break. 

The John Bunyan Museum will be reopening on 

Tuesday, 20th February at 11am with a new gift 

shop and entrance.  

The Panacea Museum and ñGarden of Edenò has 

opened in Bedford. This exhibition explains the 

origins of the Healing, how it became so well-

known, and why it finally ended. 

Bedford Park Tennis Courts 

For a number of years, the Council has not done 

any significant maintenance work on the Bedford 

Park Tennis Courts, apart from replacing tennis 

nets and undertaking chemical treatments for 

moss. The lack of maintenance has resulted in 

Bedford Park tennis courts now being considered 

dangerous and in serious need of maintenance.  

To help address the lack of maintenance the 

Council has now secured Ã370,000 from the gov-

ernment and the LTA Tennis Foundation to im-

prove the courts through resurfacing, repainting 

and the installation of new gate-access technolo-

gy and an online booking system. 

The courts will be reduced from 9 courts to 3 as 

the council has been advised that they need to be 

repositioned to protect the trees in the surround-

ing area.  

Jane Walker 

Borough Councillor for Oakley 

If you need any further information or assistance 

with issues at the council, you can contact us on  

Jane Walker 

Email:  jane@janewalker.co.uk 

07952 879587 

Facebook: Cllr Jane Walker 

Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Demo-
crats 

Oakley resident publishes first novel. 

If the old clich®, óEveryone has a book inside 

them.ô is actually true, it took decades of procras-

tination and excuses before mine escaped. I final-

ly put pen to paper in late 2021 and began creat-

ing Finding Carla. More than two years later I 

proudly held a copy of my first novel in my hand, 

admiring its distinctive cover. It was just as I had 

imagined it right from the beginning of this long 

and rewarding project.  

They say write about what you know. Despite the 

many interesting days I spent, back in the day, 

as part of Folly Stores and plenty of tales I could 

recite from many an evening spent in the local 

watering holes, I decided to write a novel drawing 

on numerous adventures I shared with my hus-

band, Dave, whilst touring around the USA in our 

eye-catching hot-rod, purchased in Denver, Colo-

rado, in 2007. 

I drew on these memories to write a fictional tale 

about Carla, a prematurely retired 50-something 

mum and grandmother who jets off to America 

for the trip of a lifetime along the legendary 

Route 66, after her husband ups and leaves her 

out of the blue. All bar one of the characters are 

fictional, but many of the events happened in real 

life, with the more outlandish stories actually be-

ing true! The book chronicles the background and 

landscapes of historic Route 

66, which runs from Chicago. 

Illinois to Santa Monica, Cali-

fornia, bringing it to life 

through Carlaôs eyes during 

her exhilarating and some-

times perilous journey, in a 

classic red Corvette (my 

dream car!). 

I have been delighted by the 

positive feedback and reviews 

I have received so far from both men and women 

alike. This five star review, posted on Amazon, 

says, óGreat read, Lesley's style of writing takes 

you along with her for the ride through the twists 

and turns of the adventure along the famous 

Route 66. The various characters throughout the 

story definitely make the book fun and enjoyable. 

Hoping there is a sequel to come, made me want 

more adventures...ô and has spurred me on to 

write a sequel.   

Finding Carla is published by Wrateôs Publishing 

and can be purchased direct from me for Ã9. 

Contact me by phone/text/ WhatsApp 07946 

520651 or via my Facebook page Lesley Anne 

Brown ï Finding Carla. The Kindle version is 

available from Amazon priced at Ã2.99.  

Lesley Anne Brown 
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Oakley Speedwatch Report 
We were delighted to be invited to the Parish Councilôs 

December Meeting to give a short presentation of our 

work and share samples of the data we have collected 

and analysed. This was well received and in the ensu-

ing discussion and questions we felt that the Council 

had a real interest in the data. We have subsequently 

been invited back to the March meeting and look forward to taking part in a further discussion.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the locations that is bound to be 

discussed is the 40mph section of High-

field Road. We mentioned in our last re-

port our recent visits there and the chart 

below shows all visits up to the end of 

2023. The vertical red lines show the 

range of speeds achieved by the fastest 

25% of vehicles in these six hours. We 

analysed this in more detail to show how 

the speeds are distributed in this range. 

As might be expected the fastest speeds 

are outliers (some way from the majority 

of the data) though the likelihood of pe-

destrians walking up hill being confront-

ed by approaching traffic above 50mph 

is concerning, especially since we know 

data from our observations is always 

about 4mph lower than when we are not 

there. 

In our next report we will be looking in 

more detail at some of the data collected 

from the remote monitoring equipment. 

Meanwhile, warmer and dryer conditions 

for operations is something to look for-

ward to (we hope). 

Paul Phillips (Speedwatch Co-Ordinator) 
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Phantom Sprayer 

Spring is around the corner, and we now have many spring flowers showing, bright-

ening our lives, despite the constant rain and floods. 

With all this rain, any dog mess left lying on footpaths can be a source of even more 

problems that usual, as it could be very slippery and cause someone to fall over. 

Bad enough falling,  but to fall in such a mess a really horrible thought. 

I see comments on the local Village Facebook page complaining bitterly about those who still re-

fuse to clean up after their dog. I appeal to you, let us have a perfect Village with absolutely no 

dogôs mess anywhere. The majority do pick up after their dog and we 

have the red bins and the ordinary black bins  all over the village for dis-

posal. They can all take the rubbish and the black bins of course can 

take the ordinary litter.  It is not hard to carry a few plastic bags in your 

pocket and just pick up the mess and dispose of it in a bin. 

If your children want to walk the family pet, please first train them how 

to safely pick up in a plastic bag and bin it. 

 

Oakley Youth Club  

    is looking for staff 

Oakleyôs Youth Club has been running for many 

years, each Friday night during term time and is 

much loved by young attendees.  

We are seeking a Youth Club Assistant to help su-

pervise activity, organise games, engage and sup-

port the Youth Club Leader. Contracted for 3 hours per week. One Youth Club Assistant is already in 

situ. 

We may shortly have a vacancy for a Youth Club Leader so if this appeals to you then please get in 

touch to find out more  

Tell Me More.. 

If YOU like working with children, are creative and responsible and would like to be part of a small 

friendly team then this roles is for you. You may have experience of working with children, be a par-

ent, or just fancy something different. 

The team have a great time running the 

Youth Club and it is a much loved part of 

the Oakley Village Scene. 

We take the governance and safeguarding 

of the Youth Club very seriously and have 

a clear set of rules and procedures in 

place. DBS checks will be carried out. 

Competitive rates of pay apply. 

The Youth Club is fully supported by the 

Parish Council and there is a small commit-

tee, of Chair, Secretary and Finance Man-

ger to help with the running of the Club 

How to apply or find out more 

Candidates are being sought now. 

To find out more please contact Sara Fardon Secretary at oycsecretarial@gmail.com 
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Oakley Methodist Gift Service and Songs of Praise for Christmas 

on 17th December 23 

Sunday 17th December was the Oakley Meth-
odist Church Gift and Songs of Praise Service 
where it was lovely to welcome some Oakley 
visitors and friends to join members of our 
regular congregation.  

During the service people donated items for 
the Bedford Food Bank including some Christ-
mas treats. The service was led by the Oakley 
Methodist Worship Group and headed by Sue 
Plant.  

Various Oakley Methodist church members 
had chosen some of their favourite carols and 
we sang them not necessarily using the tune 
that is in common use nowadays. We cele-
brated two of the tunes for óO Little Town of 
Bethlehemô and sang a very different but 
beautiful tune to óAway in a Mangerô. The Ca-
lypso Carol ï óSee Him Lying on a bed of 
Strawô was a favourite of several of the congregation.   

Sue shared a couple of very meaningful Christmas Poems as well as her Christmas Message, during 
the service. The Village Christmas Card is such a great way of reminding us all of the very many ac-
tivities that are held in our village at this exciting time of the year. Thanks to all who took part in this 
service, it being the third Sunday in Advent. Carol Singing in the Beds Arms was to follow in three 
days!  

All this might seem quite a long time ago but it is salutary to remind ourselves of the good things that 
take place in our village during the year.                              Jan Follett      Oakley Methodist Church 

North Bedfordshire Rural Community Policing 

We have been given a quantity of these cards to give out at events we attend. The idea is to place it 

next to your phone to remind you to take steps to ensure that you do not fall victim to fraud. The 

advice is to STOP. THINK. TELL. If you are not sure what to do, hang up the phone and call someone 

you trust. Tell them what has happened. You can then take whatever action you feel is appropriate. 

You may feel you wish to report an attempted fraud. Even if you do not think you need to be told 

this, you may know someone this advice could help.  

 

      When the phone rings   

 

       STOP.  THINK.  TELL. 

Do you know who the caller is? 

If not it could be a fraudster!  

Even if the caller is claiming to be from the Police, 

a Government Agency or a Bank - it could still be a fraudster!  

Hang up the phone and call your trusted person. 
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Down Memory Lane ï The Old School and learning to swim éééé.. 

In the early 1800ôs Oakley children 

were educated in two cottages, in 

ruinous condition, that stood on the 

entrance to Oakley House owned by 

the Marquis of Tavistock. In about 

1840 he decided to build a new en-

trance but the cottages were an ob-

struction.  

He demolished the cottages but in 

return built, on a new site in what is 

now Lovell Road and at a cost of 

Ã480, a solid and attractive school 

including accommodation for the 

schoolmaster.  Building started in 

1841 and the new school opened in 

1842 with 40 boys and 10 girls at-

tending.    

As a life long Oakley resident my primary and secondary education was undertaken in the village. 

Living in Station Road opposite the Playing Field I walked 100 metres up Station Road to Lincroft. 

Prior to that my primary education started in 1964 when I took a similar walk down Lovell Road to 

what was, by then, the 122 year old building that had become Oakley County Primary School. 

I have many happy memories of my time there including using, in the warmer months, an open-air 

cold water swimming pool built above ground with wooden changing rooms. Built in the mid 1960ôs 

such a school facility was unusual at the time. Villager donations covered half of the building costs, 

the local Council providing the balance. Sited on an area now covered by Flax Close, access was by 

a footpath that ran from the school through what is now The Spinney. School swimming lessons 

were provided and many Oakley children, myself included, learned this life long skill in that pool. It 

was also available outside of school times on the condition that a parent volunteered to supervise.  

Many parents did so but one volunteered frequently; Mrs ñPaddyò Brown. ñPaddyò was our ñheroò 

for volunteering to regularly supervise our sessions and for giving up her time over a number of 

years to clean and maintain the pool. ñPaddyò moved to Oakley with her parents in 1939. Now in 

her 90ôs I am not aware of anyone who has lived in the village longer than her.  

The late 1960ôs saw the ñnew estateò housing development and a rapid increase in the village pop-

ulation. For comparison, in 1961 the village population was 624, in 1971 1335 and in 1981 2296. 

In 1971 the primary school, with 114 registered children, was deemed unsuitable for the growing 

numbers of children and in July 1971 was closed and affectionately became known as ñThe Old 

Schoolò.  

On the closure the new Oakley 

Lower School was opened in 

Station Road and the swimming 

pool re sited. The photos show 

the ñOld Schoolò in c1900 and 

in 2011 showing little has 

changed !!  

Today the now 182 year old 

Grade 2 listed building is used 

as a Day Centre for the elderly 

and by the Youth Club and is 

available for hire for regular or 

ad hoc bookings. 

Richard Worker 
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Oakley Allotments 

 

This report only resembles last yearôs in that I 

have no guest contributor for this issue. Other-

wise, the over-winter story has been totally 

different, the weather having been much 

warmer and very much wetter. 

 

Last year very little survived repeated severe frosts. This year we have harvested leeks, carrots, 

parsnips and some greens throughout winter. We also have brussels sprouts still to pick, although 

they are smaller than usual and late to develop. 

 

There were some short periods of drought during 2023, but also some very wet periods. We used 

the mains water at the allotments very little, compared to some past years. We can look at some 

of the winter numbers as we record our solar power generation figures and rainfall at home daily. 

The power generated by our 2.2 kilowatt system gives an indication of intensity and duration of 

sunshine day by day. 

 

2022-3 (average daily generation in kilowatts and total rainfall for month in millimetres):-  

November   2.32  104 

December   2.13    29 and 10mm of snow 

January   3.10    46 

February   4.38      5 (yes, only 5mm!) 

 

2023-4:-  

November   2.89    55 

December   1.24    72 

January   2.80    69 

February   2.79    78 (up to the 22nd of February) 

 

This February has been a lot wetter than average with flooding in many areas of the country. Alt-

hough our rainfall has not been as extreme as in other areas of the country,  Oakley bridges have 

been flooded a few times this winter. This has been a rare occurrence in recent years. 

 

With the weather being more unpredictable it is not easy, or possible, to plan much at the allot-

ment. It has been so wet in the past week that it has not been practical to do much work on the 

ground. However, our allotment will need the soil enriching as soon as the ground dries and 

warms up a bit. We use a combination of pelleted chicken manure, our own compost and bags of 

farmyard manure.  

 

Fortunately, our plot is mostly clear of weed cover, so we have been pruning fruit bushes and our 

blackberry, which produced a massive crop again last year. I have also cut the wild blackberry 

back that encroaches on the track by Pavenham Road. It seemed to have ambitions to gradually 

take over completely! 

 

I hope to have contributions from our younger enthusiasts for the next newsletter, as there are a 

number of allotments where tenantsô children, and even grandchildren, are taking an active inter-

est in gardening. 

 

Please contact me or Ann Paice if you are interested in taking on an allotment. We have a short 

waiting-list at the moment, 

 

Let us hope that 2024 will be a more calm and predictable year for gardening! 

 

Steve Nicholas 
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