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Parish Council News 

     Spring  2025 
Dear Residents,  

A warm welcome to all villagers and to 

the spring edition of the Oakley newslet-

ter. 

Christmas Lights  

Since my last column, Christmas has 

come and gone. However, I wanted to 

mention the Christmas lights. I do hope 

that you enjoyed the new lights at High-

field Road crossroads which I thought 

looked magnificent. 

Many villagers enjoyed the Christmas 

lights switch on at the Church on the 3rd 

of December  - accompanied by carols, 

mince pies and mulled wine. It really 

made us feel that the festive season had 

begun. Thank you to all at the Church for 

organising the event and to Rev. Kathe-

rine Wilson for telling the Christmas Sto-

ry and leading the carol singing. 

It has become apparent that our Christ-

mas tree in the churchyard has grown 

significantly;  so much so that our lights 

do not reach the top of the tree. You 

may also have noticed that the lights in 

the trees were intermittent in nature. 

Our contractor tells us they are now 

quite old and difficult to maintain. Con-

sequently, the parish council will be hav-

ing a review of Christmas lights at our 

March meeting. 

Over the Christmas period I was able to 

spend more time walking around the vil-

lage. There are of course a lot of visitors 

to Oakley at this time of year and it was 

pleasing to see that the pavements were 

reasonably clean and tidy. I did ask the 

phantom sprayer to make one or two 

visits to highlight dog mess. We now 

have the big waste/litter bins in situ 

meaning there is plenty of space for all 

rubbish.  

Budget Details  

In early January the Parish Council met 

and reviewed all expenditure. If you look 

at the parish council finances you could 

be forgiven for thinking that we have a 

lot of money to spend.  

Continued on page 3 
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Council and delivered by parish coun-
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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We do have money, but these funds are re-

served for spending in certain areas. They are 

described as Section 106 funds, which the coun-

cil receive from developers for maintenance. This 

is set aside for specific  spending at The Furlong, 

The Grange and Parsonage Close, plus a sum for 

the bus shelter.  

We have reviewed all expenditure and details 

can be seen in the minutes of the Finance group 

which met on the 2/1/25. We recommended an 

increase in the precept of 4.98% to Ã61,100. 

The band D rate would increase by 4.4% from 

Ã58.56 to Ã61.38.    

Pride in Oakley  

I would like to draw your attention as to how 

everyone can maintain pride in our village and 

do their utmost to ensure we live in a pleasant  

environment. There are a few things that have 

made me think about this. 

In the last newsletter I wrote about the litter 

pick. I was contacted by a resident to say just 

how much litter there is, on a regular basis - not 

just at the time of a litter pick. A lot of people do 

pick up litter in  Oakley and the Parish Council 

also employs a litter picker.  Our village does 

have litter, but overall it does look clean and ti-

dy. Thank you to everyone who does pick up lit-

ter. If you drop it - maybe you could desist from 

doing so.  

I try to keep 

my eye on 

the verges 

in Oakley 

and you 

can, by re-

porting to 

the Parish 

Clerk where 

verges have 

been dam-

aged. There are bits of wear and tear on verges. 

However, large ruts and tyre tracks are just not 

acceptable.  It is with real disappointment that 

verges in the village have been ripped up - ei-

ther by households or by visiting commercial ve-

hicles. Verges do not belong to households and 

damage to them spoils our environment. Today 

(early February) 

there was a real-

ly extreme ex-

ample in Lin-

croft, of the 

damage that can 

be done, making 

the whole area 

unsightly, as you 

can see from 

these photos.  

This damage is entirely preventable. I think it is 

tantamount to vandalism, within our own locali-

ty. Repair costs are borne by the taxpayer.  It is 

not what we want for Oakley. We now have to 

ask the Borough Council to repair the significant 

damage, which will take time. Meanwhile, the 

unsightly mess remains and could have been 

avoided with due care and attention. 

Next on my list is parking. There has been a 

whole stream of comments on Facebook about 

parking and the effects of traffic in the village, 

particularly around the time the schools start 

and finish. It is surprising how many comments 

there were on people parking their cars over res-

identôs driveways and how they do not feel they 

can leave their homes at peak school times.   

In conversation with myself and other parish 

councillors, residents have suggested that we 

have double yellow lines to solve the issue. The 

view of the parish council is that we live in a vil-

lage and we do not want to be over zealous on 

double yellow lines. It only moves the problem 

around.  

The parish council did request double yellow 

lines on the corners of Reynes Drive and Flax 

Close - because of safety - cars parking right up 

the edge of the road, children trying to cross and 

cars wanting to turn into those roads. In fact the 

highway code was totally disregarded.   I did 

read a sign once, whilst in traffic which said ñYou 

are trafficò. You could be part of the problem and 

maybe, with a slight change in behaviour then 

you could be part of the  solution. Please be con-

siderate to residents and other road users.  

At the time of writing, we have set up a parish 

council open meeting to discuss the consultation 

from Lincroft school about additional pupils, 

which has led to the many views I have read on 

Facebook.  The meeting itself was attended by 

Executive head, Richard Spencer. Richard set out 

the detail that the consultation is covering. The 

school is currently undergoing major building 

and construction works to improve the facilities 

and create the necessary infrastructure to meet 

the anticipated increase of pupils in future years. 

 Continued on Page 4  

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Parish Council News - Continued :-  

A lot of the debate at the meeting centred on the 

disruption to the village from traffic influx. The 

Department of Education consultation does not 

specifically cover this aspect, which is frustrating, 

as an increase in pupil numbers, will have an im-

pact on the village locale. It was clear from the 

meeting that school activity does affect nearly 

every road in Oakley.  

Whilst the school is working hard to ensure that 

there is courtesy to residents from pupils and that 

buses are monitored and despatched as quickly 

as possible, there are no easy solutions to this 

problem.  The infrastructure of the village is not 

designed for the continuing increase in the vol-

ume of traffic. There were some great sugges-

tions of drop off zones being created - the chal-

lenge of course being to identify where these 

could be situated. 

Two  areas in the village - Lincroft and Hunts Path 

are classed as no verge parking areas.  Appropri-

ate signage is in place. If you do see cars parked 

on the verges in Lincroft or Hunts Path then Bed-

ford Borough Parking Services have said to call 

them on 01234 718359 or message on the text 

only number 07553895403 if there is a vehicle 

parked actually on the verge  and they will send 

someone as soon as they are available.  Please 

keep these numbers to hand and use if needs be. 

See you in April?  

We have the annual Parish Meeting on 1st 

April at 7.00pm . All villagers  are welcome 

and there is plenty of opportunity to ask 

questions, find out more about the parish 

council, or suggest new ideas.  

Failing that here are the dates of Parish Council 

meetings for the coming year.  

01.04.25. Annual Parish Meeting          06.05.25. 

03.06.25.                     01.07.25. 

02.09.25.                            07.10.25 

04.11.25.        02.12.25. 

06.01.26. Finance Advisory Group   

13.01.26.       03.03.26. 

07.04.26. Annual Parish Meeting 

Members of the public are always welcome to at-

tend the public open session at the beginning to 

put any questions to the Parish Council. You can 

even stay and observe the whole meeting! 

I look forward to seeing you there.  

Kind regards to everyone in Oakley 

 Sara Fardon, Chair 

Needs You to keep our 

streets safe! 

Our team  has been pared down to just 8 volun-

teers and it is clear that we urgently need 

new recruits if we are to continue to deliver 

our current level of involvement.  

We are a welcoming group and operations are 

pleasant social experiences; there is plenty of 

time to chat. If would find it helpful to come with 

a friend, we are very able to train and deploy you 

as a partnership. 

Call Paul on 07 968 122 301    or email him on 

paulphillips65@gmail.com 

  Paul Phillips ï Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

 

2025 Oakley Show 
The 2025 Oakley Show will take place on Sun-

day, 7th September so please put the date in 

your diary. 

It is time to start sowing your seeds and get 

your crafting started ready for showing. 

We would love to hear from you if you have any 

ideas or suggestions for the show, you can 

email the1juliamn@aol.com or call on 

07778537427. 

Keep up to date with what is going on our Face-

book page, Oakley Show. 

Oakley Show Committee  
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Borough Council Report  

Council budget 

The Borough Council budget for 2025/2026 is 

based upon a 2.99% increase in core Council Tax, 

supplemented by a 2% increase in the Adult So-

cial Care Precept. As this is below the government 

threshold for council tax increases, we will not 

have to go to the government for permission to 

implement this. 

We are aware that we raise this money from resi-

dents in order to improve services and facilities in 

the area. The budget demonstrates that council-

lors are committed to protecting and investing in 

services. In November 2023 the Executive 

launched a 4-year Efficiency Plan to transform 

service quality, improve productivity, tackle waste 

and inefficiency, and enhance customer service 

experience ï Service EFFICIENCY rather than ser-

vice cuts.  

The revenue budget has, therefore, been carefully 

prepared, delivering efficiency savings driven by 

productivity gains or effective contract manage-

ment/negotiations. It enables carefully planned 

and affordable investment that recognises the 

need for support and investment for town centres, 

to respond to the needs of communities, to re-

spect the environment and essential maintenance 

needs and, in addition, deliver capacity to deliver 

quality services. 

The capital budget that was passed earlier in Jan-

uary, included proposals to invest in the Corn Ex-

change, refurbish and modernise Kempston and 

Robinson pools plus renewal of  the track at the 

Athletics stadium; Regeneration in both Bedford 

and Kempston town centres is included via a se-

ries of short, medium and long term projects and 

in partnership with the NHS, new doctors surger-

ies are proposed for Great Barford, Wixams, 

Wootton and Kempston. 

East West Rail (EWR) update  

On 15th January, in response to the EWR consul-

tation, Conservative councillors, led by Independ-

ent Councillor Gribble, tried to overturn the coun-

cilôs long standing support for Route E. Whilst it 

was argued that this was unlikely to have made a 

difference to the outcome of the recent consulta-

tion, we felt that by withdrawing the lead authori-

tiesô support in the area, would send a clear mes-

sage to the EWR company who do not appear to 

be listening to any of the requests or concerns 

that residents and parish councils are passing on 

to them (including the request for a tunnel rather 

than a cutting through Clapham).  

Unfortunately the motion was not supported by 

enough councillors from other political groups so 

the councils official position is still in support of 

this route. 

The next stage is a Statutory consultation later 

this year but the project is fully supported by Na-

tional government and will be determined by 

them. 

Positive report for SEND services in Bedford 

Borough 

Inspectors have given a positive report for how 

Bedford Borough Local Area Partnership provides 

for children with special educational needs and 

disabilities (SEND). 

Ofsted and the Care Quality Commission (CQC) 

carry out inspections at councils across the coun-

try, and returned to Bedford Borough in Novem-

ber. 

The report describes how children in Bedford Bor-

ough have their ñvoices heard effectivelyò, with 

the parent and carersô forum (PCF) being a key 

part of the partnership. It also cites a culture of co

-working with children and families to help to 

shape services. 

It adds; ñMostly, the needs of children and young 

people with SEND are identified early and accu-

rately across education, health and social care.ò 

ñWaiting times in many health services have de-

creased, which aids the prompt identification of 

SEND. 

ñEducation, health and care (EHC) plans are com-

pleted with excellent timeliness. This means chil-

dren and young people with SEND do not normally 

experience frustrating delays before the area 

identifies and puts plans in place to meet their 

needs.ò 

Overall this was a positive inspection outcome 

which highlighted the strengths of the Local Area 

Partnership in respect of meeting the needs of 

children with SEND. There are areas for improve-

ment and an action plan to address these areas 

will be published by beginning of March. 

If you would like to read the full report is available 

at:  https://files.ofsted.gov.uk/v1/file/50268244. 

Free parking in the town centre 

The free parking scheme has been extended for 

the coming year and will include 4 hours free 

parking in Lurke Street car park to add to the cur-

rent offer of 4 hours free parking every day in All 

Hallows multi story. All-day Sunday parking in 

most council owned car parks will remain free of 

charge. 

 

Continued on Page 8 
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Borough Council Report  - Continued 

Devolution 

The government is currently encouraging all 

councils to come together to create large strate-

gic authorities that will be responsible for issues 

such as planning, transport and other cross 

council responsibilities such as health and polic-

ing. They have also expressed their intention to 

abolish district authorities as part of this, but as 

Bedford Borough is already a unitary authority, 

we will not be affected by that. 

Mayor Tom has been in discussion with his coun-

terparts in Milton Keynes, Central Beds and Lu-

ton, along with the two councils in Northampton, 

but as there was not a consensus on which ones 

would be included as part of the new grouping, 

the government has decided not to make us one 

of the first wave of new Strategic authorities to 

be created. This will be looked at again in around 

18 months time. 

Year of Reading 

Bedford Borough Council has recently launched 

its ñYear of Readingò. which will take place 

throughout 2025, with a wide range of events 

and initiatives to celebrate and promote reading 

across the Borough, including town centre per-

formances, literary trails, and author readings. 

There will also be a range of volunteering oppor-

tunities, such as the chance for adults to volun-

teer in local primary schools, helping to improve 

childrenôs reading skills and life chances. 

To find out more or to get involved visit 

www.bedford.gov.uk/yearofreading or email 

yearofreading@bedford.gov.uk 

Solar Farm off Twinwood Road 

We have just had notification from developers of 

a proposed new solar farm off Twinwood Road. I 

have included the map with the redline showing 

the location of the site although the actual devel-

oped area will be smaller. Residents and council-

lors will have a full opportunity to hear about the 

plans at public consultations which are currently 

being arranged.  

Jane Walker 

Borough Councillor for Clapham and Oakley 

If you need any further information or assistance 

with issues at the council, you can call me on 

07952 879587 or email jane@janewalker.co.uk. 

You can also find me and/or message me on Fa-

cebook @CllrJaneWalker. 

Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Democrats 

Proposed Site of Solar Farm 
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News from the Tower 
Did you know that the ótunesô we ring on church 

bells are called methods? Bellringers learn where 

their bell is supposed to ring throughout the 

method. There are hundreds, if not thousands of 

methods, depending on how many bells are being 

rung and the complexity. One of the first and 

easiest methods to learn is called Plain Hunt. 

There are many weird and wonderful names for 

different methods, such as Grandsire, Great Ouse 

Bob Minor, Apathy Surprise Major 

(this sometimes describes the ringing 

band at a Friday night practice!). 

There is even one called Vegetarian 

Sausage Doubles! Someone was hav-

ing a laugh when they named that 

one. The first part of the method 

name is personal to that method; the 

second part, e.g. Surprise, describes 

the method category; the third part 

indicates the number of bells involved. 

Doubles is five bells, Minor is six bells, 

Major is eight bells, for example. 

If you have experience of church bell 

ringing, please come along to a prac-

tice night and see if you would like to 

join our band. The Oakley Band of Bell Ringers 

practice on Friday evenings from 8pm to 9:15pm 

and ring on Sunday mornings before the services 

at St Maryôs Church. New members are very wel-

come too!  

If you wouldd like to come along on a practice 

night to see what itôs all about and to have a go, 

please contact our Tower Captain, Bill Sellars on 

07980 745292 or email  

thesellars@btinternet.com.             Shelley Eden           

Steveôs Snippet No. 77 

    

You might call me a (very) late de-
veloper, but my ageing brain has 
developed an improving grasp of 
certain mathematical concepts and 
an appreciation for associated puz-
zles. 

 

Purely for your entertainment, I pre-
sent 2 puzzlesé 

 

1.  In a room of 100 people, 99% 
are right-handed, 1 person is left-
handed. 

     How many right-handed people 
must leave the room so that 98% of 
those remaining are right-handed? 

 

2.  Find x when x = 422 + 42 

                              42 

 Allow 10 seconds to solve each puzzle. 
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The Foundation exists to assist young people between ages 16 - 25, 

who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books and 

tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications and more information can be obtained from 

the Parish Clerk from the end of March. 

 

For an application form please email parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk 

 

Applications accepted by 2nd May. Itemised receipts for purchases of  

goods must be provided. 
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Oakley Village Monthly Quiz ééééééééé.. 

The Oakley Monthly Village Quiz continues to be extremely well supported and in 

January we had a record number of quizzers in attendance. The December Quiz was 

won by ñThe Jingle Bellsò and the January event by ñThe Pavenham Gamersò in a tie 

break, both teams are pictured. The publication date of this Newsletter means we 

will announce the February winners in the next edition. The ñteam namesò always 

cause amusement and our favourite in the recent quizzes was ñIs Oakley Bridge 

open ?ò, those who use social media will understand why. 

It was with pleasure that the Parish Council and the Quizzers made donations from 

the quiz profits to the Day Centre and to the villageôs residential care home for peo-

ple with learning disabilities. The Day Centre is held in the Old School opening every 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday and the care home is situated in the High Street 

on the crossroads. Both used the donations to support their Christmas celebrations, 

a couple of photos are attached. 

Remember anyone can enter the quiz to have a great time and catch up with friends 

and neighbours. The next THREE quizzes will be held on: 21 March, 25 April and 

16 May. If anyone wishes to enter a team, maximum 6 people, then please email 

me at richworker@hotmail.co.uk.    

    Richard Worker 

ά¢ƘŜ WƛƴƎƭŜ .Ŝƭƭǎέ 

¢ƘŜ /ŀǊŜ IƻƳŜ 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀȅ /ŜƴǘǊŜ  

ά¢ƘŜ tŀǾŜƴƘŀƳ DŀƳŜǊǎέ 
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Down Memory Lane  

    Railway tragedies in Oakley éééééééé. 

For decades the railway has played a major part in the lives of Oakley residents. Until the 1960ôs the 

railway line from Northampton to Bedford ran south of the village cutting across the Stevington 

Bromham ñTò junction with remnants still visible today. More significantly the railway line from Lon-

don to the Midlands forms an eastern village boundary with bridges in Highfield Road and Lovell 

Road. Even today the railway causes much debate whether this be the regular flooding under the 

Lovell Road bridge or the route that the East West Rail line should take !! 

The railway came to Oakley when the Midland 

Railway opened the station on 8 May 1857 as 

part of its extension from Leicester to Bedford 

and beyond taking between eight and four-

teen minutes to travel from Oakley to Bed-

ford. The ñRailway Cottagesò, still standing 

today on the opposite side of the line, were 

built between 1883 and 1901 to accommo-

date railway workers. The ongoing develop-

ment of the railways created a period of ñrail 

dominanceò. However, two fatal rail accidents 

caused Oakley to ñhit the headlinesò. On 21 

January 1938, at Oakley junction to the south 

of the village, an Express train collided with 

an empty stock train killing three and injuring six people.  

Then on 4th October 1949 another fatal rail-

way accident occurred. Two Wellingborough 

men were killed in a collision between two 

goods trains, one of which was stationary, on 

the Stafford Bridge Viaduct. 

The damage caused was extensive with one 

engine hurtling over the viaduct through the 

18-inch-thick bridge wall causing a 30-yard-

long gap. In the meadow below hundreds of 

tons of coal from loaded trucks from both 

trains were heaped on top of the wrecked en-

gine, trucks blocked the lines, others dangled 

over the bridge, and more trucks and mason-

ry littered the meadow. Burning lumps of coal 

had been catapulted 50 yards from the 

bridge. Two hundred men were required to clear the blocked lines and lay a 100-yard stretch of pre-

fabricated line. 

In the early 1960ôs a major change to the railways 

took place when Richard Beeching, Chair of the 

British Railways Board, implemented a countrywide 

closure of many rail routes and stations. What was 

dubbed ñThe Beeching Axeò resulted in the closing 

of the Northampton to Bedford line and following 

the closure of Oakley Station to passengers on 15 

September 1958, due mainly to being uneconomi-

cally viable with the advent of widespread motor 

traffic, the station was completely closed in 1963. 

There was a spark of ñre birthò caused by the suc-

cessful electrification of the Bedford to London line 

during the 1980ôs. British Rail proposed that the re

-opening of Oakley Railway Station be considered. 

However, despite benefits being recognised, strong 

local opposition prevented this idea being progressed.  

The Wrecked Express 

21 January 1938 

Stafford Bridge Train Crash 

ï 4 October 1949 
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Down Memory Lane  - Continued 

My personal railway memories are certainly 

post tragic accidents!! But my childhood fam-

ily home was at the bottom of Station Road 

so the sound of trains was constant although 

you soon learned to ignore it.  

Unless my memory is playing tricks, I also 

remember being taken out of primary school 

to watch the famous ñFlying Scotsmanò pass 

through.  

Also a primary school friend lived on the sta-

tion site, and at one birthday party a passing 

train caused the jelly and ice cream to 

ñwobbleò more than usual and we shook in 

fear just as much !! 

Many of the former station buildings still 

stand, some preserved for business use with 

the former goods shed and coal offices cate-

gorised as Grade II listed buildings.  

What the future of the railway holds for Oak-

ley is uncertain, but one thing that is certain 

is that it has played a major part in our vil-

lageôs past. 

Richard Worker 
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