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The Oakley Newsletter

is published quarterly by Oakley Pari
Council and delivered by parish coun
cillors free to every house in Qakley
about 1,000 copies.

Opinions and information

in the Newsletter, both text and
adverts, may not be endorsed by
the Editor or the Parish Council.

Next issue

Final copy date for the
Summer issue is 15th May 2026
The publishing date is 26th May 202

Advertising rates

Colour Advertisements
Quarter page: £30

Half page: £60
Whole page: £120

Four consecutive quarter page adverts

discount 10%

Black & white advert rates are availa
upon request.

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £10
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice
payment to Oakley Parish Council.
Editor
Bill Chalker
13 Bevery Close
Oakley
MK43 7SH
07789 997733
wrecklatch@gmail.com
Printers "j
White Hart Press
58a York Street \E.bllg-ﬁi
Bedford MK40 3RL J 2F 220
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little ones © o4&

OAKLEY PARI SH
COUNCI L
PARI SH CLERK
Ann Paice
31 Radwel | Road
Mi Il ton Ernest
A warm welcome to all |gédf@9@&rsvrRra24d 18H.
the spring edition of |[0hge7Daggpry70ewsl| et -
ter . pari shclerk@oakl eyvil
Christmas Lights CHAI R
sh Sara Fardon
Since my last column, |[Chriis?amhaelf has
come and gone. Howeverszfsﬁgnéed t o -
mention the Christmas ??b%t%t cnb%%%@gmal
again, they brighten Uy @Q@eklaer and of
fered a warm welcome ORoRkeérti vEagndeato
Oakl ey. Col l ege Far m.
07770 232469
Many villagers enjoyedrljithaumcheri $»mat@g ma
Il ights switch onaatcotmhe Church
pgnied by carol s, minc%?&ﬁ%gaémgrﬂﬂ%m%ﬁ c
wine. It really made u§1fg@W|5£@§ t he es
tive season had begun|o7dmsmpkgyoesgtro all
at the Church for orgapnaseée @gamndwalkemico.
s’and to Rev Katherine|W | son for tell ng
the Christmas Story arﬁom%%@@%gA@%%tkir—
ol singinag. (Parish and Boroufgh c
9 9 13 The Furlong
Budget Details ?ggiﬂim.abbott7l@im
I n early January the Ppaisdl #@pncil me t
and reviewed all expend3t8rati oM Roadl] ook
et the parish council 824384es, you could
be forgiven that we aRat Ll Ingy @y opgyey ! d
@o spend. We do have mgﬁfyrigujoaggse
fitnds are reserved fongspPRRNAdi S9Nz &€€d 101
tain areas They are dgprg¢grmRedgmai Seedmon
106 funds, which the ¢ouncil receives
from developers for maPatlenWhicte
20 Reynes Drive 82
This is set aside for |[Bpekwhitel2Prd@ myi la
The Furl ong, The Gr ang¢ and arsonage
Cl ose l us a sum for f %I® §a§% 1
v P X ) % R y e Bﬂlﬁé
The Parish Council itsetigoeE3 NP aye
big reserves of money, canida Wi WO&K@hot mai
carefully to think about the projects|tha
we should consider fornRithkRkawd| Waglker t he
affordability and the gakok@@g%schurcf L a
26111
We have reviewed all ekipehyerikere@ahgail.
dgtalls can be seen |rTﬁg%ay|§5gﬁ§eP§ t he
Finance group which megapPnNatdenbud@Nwestf
2026. We recommended aRoAMCORPREGE 146751
the precept of 5% to ABdadbder Ies @amtll oo
D rate would increase|by 5% to A64. 42
Continued o/n page 3
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these were recorded as being i
tion. By 2025, that had fallen
Borough Counci l pFDo[EIjéolerepairs al so increased
1,343 in 2020/21 to 6,308 in 2
Green Waste Collections Counci l putting more focus on
tive maintenance to reduce rep
As part of ®Shéudgenciclonsul hauiganj todees not ffeel i ke it
of the options the Governmemtus®s Wed tweatbeunadaialkkes the pr
to consider was introducindid&deisr de&pPfAdr SgarPddn roads are
waste collections. AIthougﬁhlﬂepnﬁht?orrc?usdhoéoﬁrhe country a
cillors were not supportlvé’vzc?fn cet{atjdppr{ggvjvir Wooﬂstkisogrgpg?f:
was |nc!uded 'r] the ConSU|th%tgh?/vrbyssomat?q’]tteneashcierf n¥est men
could give their views. Borough Council
FoIIowipg t he consultatlon,DatVi?% rnqjotg/rc“ tLye|%furree5i_ii'm|ted c o
dehts did not _support a chqrog%l %rbqoehsgha result of
this the Caowitbeei li nwirlolduci ng charges
for green waste collectiond®eddeodgi BoOrwwath Ko nwddn has ag
written in the press. Oasis Beach Pool site on Cardi
. vid Lloyd Leisure Limited, who
Food Waste Collections it into a modern health and r a
From Week beginning Monday CPmnMadch s2owog king on a Commun
Bedford Borough Council wilmenjitntsmoodbhed ewavékIily be cl ear be
food waste collections for pdlel, BewPeed addg fllograd. school s,
, ) facilities Iike swimming.
Homes will get a small kitchen caddy and a | arger
outdoor food waste bin for Twe€ekleyeye®ll lIo@pdnteindn.i sFlextpect ed
will receive a kitchen caddy dWwidmheijitoks, ugae welmk as appr
munal food waste bins or hdwdailtaesl. ~NekXxitestieprs are to fi
points set up where communadnendt @amalgd hieg patbmi t a plannin
availabl e target timings during 2026) .
Residents can |ine their kiStomemtedydy tihei £Pumrcdil - has AB6
nary plastic bags, paper orf reewopdpgpeonor dreicshdagesd aci |l itie
to buy liners (optional). site, and wil |l consult with re
_ would |Ii ke to see there.
Gl ass Recycling success
_ ) The Couonch)lhdg
Bedf ord Borough Counci l introduced S bottle
and jar recycl-indded brasgéd 1Hhte pd-me of writing, counci
cember 2025. Early figures agugegdsta budged Jgrodgv dhiBs pywaar
successful with residents. timnD@de mBe&r fD02Mexctheygear has
Council collected over 220 Iltikenéd mddd recycl99%g i ncrease
from orlaingieced bins than t hewislalmebenocnaamf itrhreed i n the counc
previous year, an increaseWwWifl lalbeus®enz4%0o all househol ds
As a reminder, before puttiCognigdttsl @agriossotdegeountry ar
|l idded bins: severe financi al pressur e, bec
ing fast for essenti al service
1 Rinse bottles and jars. required to provide. (Temporar
q Leave metal lids on. chil &reservices and adult soci
T Remove corks (put tHeddaqigne tchoes tblo&Ckrovi ding these se
bin). around 25% and Government f und
1 Remove plastic spray topesh ot plhegs tsiagnel ipdasce. At the sa
from jars, but these can'set ibei NPy ajskeidy d 0grdo more, su
angkidded bin separatelyseparate food waste collection
Roads maintenance and Pothttl gi dHiG?:Iggp;Nlotsihotnhgolszn ?ﬂ'ea
In 2023, the local road netrm/driuTbrﬂadloaJnlt:a'\rlg@Skkeecdk-the Gove
l og of maintenance built ugEmMevdenicye fgdaamcdadadel p to co
Unclassified roads (the evédrdPd@) £O05dSts bddt dih@ad reaquest
homes, schools and workplaces) make up aroymk i nued on P:=
60% of t he &B orrooaudgsh. In 2023, 38% of

n



HAZEL KAYE

AWARD WINNING SALON
HAIR, BEAUTY & FACIAL AESTHETICS

Indulge in Luxury

e

40 High Street, Oakley, Beds, MK43 7RG
Tel: 01234 826502
www.hazelkaye.com r@ n

p



Borough Council Repnoepct it. Bedford Borough Counc

with Council tax charges and s
-Continued our | eisure facilities along w

support you receive as a foste
The Coumclhludgebnti nued . . .

I f you are ¢ ns!derlng taklng
means the Council has had t®lfeundgotwuhe&ah2 frhinid| jogdh tnorse: /i/n
from its own budget, addin Wé’Vxtbreéjffolrrﬁjarg@r‘faalmdeﬂf-‘k‘@saia|h/
sure to the finances. ost er i ncgaHiwohsot cerr contfact eus

i ng@bedford. gov. uk
An | mprovement Plan which is being overseen by
Government officers, wildl ensure tighter control of
spending and income and gnj%%[)el 'V\fa'?tk'e?n for a
government overdraft facildi h a been requested.
The Improvement plan will 3&toadgihdgLoungdd | #4dfor Claphanm
advice to help the counci l run mor e effici(?ntl)f1 so .it

bl . | f Y9, need any u.rlt er inform

can return to a stable fingpghalisRASist Qe (W o umc?1, yo
tecting frontline services. 07952 879587

or enjaine@ anewal ker . co. uk
Fostering for Bedford BorodW@®m ca@wna@illso find me and/ or me
We are always looking for HmACELOLK 1GCLd rdanpMap ker .

|l ook after our most vulnerable children. A home
environment rather than an institution, gives
them the best chance of ov%ro%orﬁlbrbg)tqny trauma
or |l oss they may have experienced

] Emai | : jonathan. abbott71@i cl o
The Borough council supports our own carers with
a scheme called Mocking biOd78Hi &6H9di8Ms to pro-
vide a community of <carers wh of fer respit.e .
car e, advice and a friend to eé)l IOrE(OnC|aeDrJ|1eavme%‘ yOOaukIey Lib

@ Select Travel Holidays

Claytons

-4pm, 21 and 22 March

532 Goldington Road, Bedford,
MK41 0DX -

Meet cruise experts from =——
Select Travel Holidays,

'.'__}5 1t Regent Seven Seas Cruises,
OREg Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines,
Hebridean Island Cruises,

FRwle fHaF DB aRdR

and Silversea
Special event cruise offers!

Ne ~ PLUS enjoy DOUBLE DISCOUNTS -
Fred.Olsen Cruise Lines 10% off all items in-storel™ ey ~



https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering/who-can-foster
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering/who-can-foster
mailto:fostering@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:fostering@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:jane@janewalker.co.uk

| e
LOOKING FOR A NEW SPORT?
WHY NOT GIVE BOWLS A TRY THIS YEAR?

~ at

Oakl ey Show |p CH O

SHARNBROOK BOWLS CLUB
Anot her year and another|Jgrowing eas t
l ook forward to al cs@gakwiel§h thi s §°§E§i‘°aa'§ham8r°°k
Show to |l et us see the ol . Me f [ | ogr hard .

work, both growing, cr alf tcl'iﬁlﬁn]‘grlenglxtautadg%rigl}l\bnogfgrsanopportumtyto

We are just starting & oshldwange thﬁlagthlﬁgrgaltgame.
so now is the time to | etf]us kn%cdrdiall?ihvﬂé\ﬁ)uﬂo%uran'

ything new you would like to see included: we

Qrep Bays an Menday 4% May apd.Synday 24" May

are always grateful for |s
comment on our Facebo|qk pgéifercoaching for beginners and free
emaitlhhelj uli amn@aol . ¢dpm
) membership fees for your first year
or phone 07778 537437.
Look out for the show prf{dgr amme which wil/|
arrive through your door|| aForrmdredetails ofitherlubnand to arrange a visit
June.
Oakley Show cld +Gantact Penny Mann (Secretary) on 01234 781660

OAKLEY VILLAGE MONTHLY
?

. ~17 7
SN

?

?

7
: b

-

-

277

Run by Dakley Parish Council and held in Oakley Village Hall

Friday 20 MARCH 2026

Friday 15 MAY 2026

7.30pm start
Maximum 6 people per team
£3.00 per person (cash payment only please)

Bring your own snacks and drinks (alcohol allowed)

If you would like to enter a team please advise
Richard Worker at richworker@hotmail.co.uk

Come along and have some fun and socialise with

fellow quizzers

Stuart’s
Gardening
Services

Exceptional Gardening Solutions

Enjoy a tidy, well-kept garden without the hassle.
| offer dependable, professional lawn and garden
care tailored to your space, ensuring your outdoor
area looks its best throughout the year. As a local
gardener with 8 years’ experience, | take pride in
providing reliable, high-quality service you can trust.

£20 per hour

(Labour cost only)

Materials, waste disposal, specialist equipment and other
job-related costs charged separately (agreed in advance).

Contact me today for a free quote
07954 107696 | Stum4rshall@gmail.com

Public liability insured

« Garden maintenance . Planting

« Hedge cutting « Brush cutting & overgrown clearance

Services

« Lawn care « Waste removal




Oakley Rural Day Centre

Oakley Rural, The Old School, Lovell Road, Oakley, Beds, MK43 7RX

Tel: 01234 824935 Mobile: 07733 227374 L

Email: oakleyruraldaycentre@yahoo.com a_k ey
Web: www.oakleyruraldaycentre.weebly.com Rur‘a - 2 13
Registered Charity No: 1060283 o

SPRING 2026

Our Day Centre provides our older people with a place where they can make =
friends in a warm and comfortable atmosphere. We provide various activities S
including crafts, word games, board games, bingo and
other mentally stimulating activities.

the I"":l'r'l.ll'l.lIllu'r..1_'|"'.. SCTHOTS

We also provide chair based exercise classes. Our clients really enjoy taking
part and we are finding them to be very beneficial. Choirs and entertainers
also visit the centre.

We serve freshly prepared home cooked lunches and desserts together with
tea, coffee and toast at the start of the day with beverages throughout. The
Centre is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 10.00am to 2.30pm.

For details of costs, advice and to book a visit please contact Lynne on
01234 824935 or 07733 227374.

Enquiries welcome from Bedford and surrounding villages in North
Bedfordshire.

Please visit our website at www.oakleyruraldaycentre.weebly.com

The site is updated regularly with the latest news from the centre.

We also have a Facebook page. This will be updated with the latest news and photographs of events at the centre.
The Facebook page can be found at www.facebook.com/oakleyruraldaycentre

We have articles in various publications throughout Bedford and surrounding areas to raise the profile of the centre.
L B NEWS
| TRUSTEE REQUIRED

. Our day centre is looking for a new Trustee. For details contact our chair at
& andreafvirgo-associates.co.uk

CHAIR AND TABLE PERSON REQUIRED

A person is required an hour per week to put tables and chairs out very early
Tuesday momings and put them away Thursday evenings. This is two half hour
sessions to do the job. For details contact our chair at
andreafivirgo-associates.co.uk

Clients have carried out various activities since the last newsletter. These
include water colour painting, making birdfeeders, Chinese lanterns and Dragon
boats, painting and decorationg model butterflies.

Everyone really enjoyed Christmas Party week. We played lots of games
including bingo, pass the parcel, hoop the reindeer and a raffle. We also had a visit from Santa and his helper!



% i ©@alleyy
SPECIAL SERVICES & EVENTS COMING UP

Sun 15th Mar 1030am Joint Mothering Sunday Service - 5t Mary's
Sun 29h Mar 10.30amn  Palm Sunday Serince wnih donkey procession -
St Leonard's Stagsden
1030am Palm Sunday Service - Oakley Methodist
Church (OMC)
Thurs 2nd Apr 6.3pm  Joint Maundy Thursday Meal and Commumnion -
Oakley Methodist Church
Fri 3rd Apr 1000am Good Friday Craft Workshop- 5t Owen's Bromham

200pm  Good Friday Service - St Mary's
Easter Sunday 5th Apr 1030am Family Commumnion Service & Egg Hunt-5t Mary’s
1030am Easter Sunday Service - OMC

TEAS IN CHURCH MESSY CHURCH SESSIONS

St Mary's popular ‘Teas in Church’ is backl| Mezsy Church runs on Thursday morn-
Sundays from 3.30pm to Bpm, begins 5th |ings at 10am during termtime in St

July. Why not come along and enjoy Mary's for preschool children and their
delicious refreshments in beautitul carers,
surroundings, while supporting your local

Mezsy Church For All is for all ages and
is meeting on Tuesdays 17th March, 21st
April & 19th May at 3.30pm at Oakley
Methodist Church.

Mezssy Church Plus is a school holiday
session in St Owen's Bromham 11.30-
1.30pm. Any age (accompanied) children
*For more details on all our events visit | welcome- next session Mon 4th May. The

church?

www.bromhambenefice.org or session includes a free light lunch.
www.northbedsmethodist.org.uk
CONTACTS

5t Mary's: Revd. Catherine Wilson: 01234 825665 vicar®bromhambenefice.o

Church Wardens: Hilarie Worley 262166 & &Graham Palmer 07710 462535

Administrater Sarah: 07494 ﬂﬁ?SnflE administrator@bromhombenefice.org
Oakley Methoedist Church:

Revd Paulette Tedd: 07391 139940 paulette tedd®methodist.org.uk

Church Steward: Jeanette Letch 825204 jenletch®hotmail .co.uk

¢



N
L1 Good Neighbours

Oakl ey Good Neighbour Scheme
We have made great progress in working to s
Oakl ey with the support of the Parish Counc
| age.
We aim to |l aunch the scheme in March, offer
mi nor DIY, hospital transport, and companio
We have a team of volunteers who will all b
Pl ease | ook out for posters and other promot

the group for help.
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Asi an HoOr gamotvn here at a

|l arger than
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Yelow-legoed hormet abdormen is slmos! entecly
dark exoépt for 4th sbdoming segment.

Eurcpesn homet

Please report sightings immediately with a photo:
« with the iPhone and Android recording app: Asian Hornet Watch
« online at: nonnativespecies.org/asianhornet
« by email: alertnonnative@ceh.ac.uk

Find out
more and
report a
sighting:

M

e



An emerging threat to our

Asi an hornets ( Measlpsao vkenlowtni rhae ggeldl dlwr net s) are startling
UK.
We recently attended a talk atitthlee sMe&rakteaon whAser et e@Qefetr i &
with a detailed knowledge of the Asian Hornet, its sfprea
i mpact on European pollinators and ecosystems.
Cl i mat el Slightlysmallerthan the native European homet. May be confused with other species, shown
change below in actual size for comparison.
enabl ed
many sp
cies to .
spread
idly fr
their n / ‘
ranges i
start t Asian hornet European hornet Median wasp Hornet mimic Woodwasp
ulate areas hoverfly
where -eehgbl i shed species have I|little or no defence Jagai
Across the UK, scientists and beekeepers are increasfngl
l'y stages of Asian Hornets establishing a presence iJn th
sects have been moving further west since arriving iIn Fr
up i n Britai®,gaodwi hgeerewvei dence that they are about tjo be
The first confirmed UK record was in 2016, in Gloucefgter
year after year, especially in the south and southealst o
ride on ships or lorries arriving at our shores, or Jeven
the weather. Most recently, the first Asian hornet njest
scoring how their range is c¢creeping further north anjd we
Wh at makes these hornets particularly worrying is thlir
atoryd t hey hunt i nsect s, and a single worker can catch do:z
wi || hover outside hives and wai't for returning beesj| Ea
quickly destr@®yvingbial ht webef ore moving on to the nex hi
In parts of continental Europe where the hornets are] est
insects have suffered serious decline under this susfain
fence against this attack, whereas Asian bees have; t hey
them to overheat and die.
An overwintering queen hornet will quickly establish|] a n
can eventually produce a | arge nest over the summer Jand
hundreds of new queens, ready to spread further aftefr ov
Scientists and government agencies have been racing to Kk
Nati onal Bee Unit has responded to sightings by destfoyi
Asi an Hornet Watch has become a key part of early deftect
wi despread establishment sodfiarc, ulditngr deoemtetfsi ndhionugh|t t c
tered i ndBmigtgeisn eradication is becoming more difficlult.
Whil e Asian hornets are not more dangerous to people] tha
ni ficant ecol ogi cal threat. With warm summers and a fhigh
t al Europe, experts warn that the next few years coufl d b
sects become a per mané&nti nperctt dofautnhee UK
Scienti st s, environment al groups, and b é eksekd pnegr st hceo ngtuibn u
|l earn how to identify Asian Hornets and to report anly si
be taken before nests grow and spread further.

Steve Nijchol




Oakley Village Hall for Hire

Main hall with stage, capacity 100 seated
Air-conditioning
PA system
Smaller meeting room with bar
Well-equipped kitchen with hatch to main hall
Wheelchair-friendly, and accessible toilet
Parking

Perfect for your family events, meetings,
clubs & societies

Church Lane, Oakley, Bedford, MK43 7RJ
www.oakleyvillagehall.org.uk

Contact us at pakleyvillagehall@gmail.com or 07788 796996

DAVIDUJAMES

COOK

MANUFACTURE DESIGN INSTALLATION

We are a local manufacturer of beautiful kitchens. We sell
direct to save ?/ou money. The factory showroom has an
extensive display of different styles.

SAVINGS ON ALL KITCHENS
& Up To 25% Off Top Brand Appliances

01525722230 PULLOXHILL BEDS MK45 5EU

WHITE’S

Lawnmowers &
Garden Machinery

Sales ~ Service ~ Parts ~ Hire
Briggs & Stratton Service Centre

STIHL VAl /'TIGI\ ALI(D

|AWNFI.IT [{ F,,w_, [/ lndespms:on
& many more
LARGE SELECTION FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN!NG NEEDS

01234 826066

iInfo@whites-online.co.uk

www.whites-online.co.uk
College Farm, Oakley, Bedford,Bedfordshire, MK43 7RX



Down Memory (loanenot)
Oakl ey Mil|

When wr it iiDhogwnt hMe mor paiLtainel es | tr
hi story of thefiweabegdenyh penmrd onal me
this occasion | make no apol ogies ori e:
you wi ||l soon discover why, but t t h

would be of interest if only for h Il

With a riverside |l ocation it shou a 0 T pris.

that our village once had a mill. Oakl ey Mi filmiild Iwosttehd

shillings addWh2ax0 ceaenl syou get nowadays for 200 eels ?27? |

ing in the village of Achel ei, the name of our village
hel ea. '

The Doomsday Book states t
manor of Robert de Tosny a
part of the Manor of Oakl e

chased by the Duke of Bedf wester
this point ofownke shiulpes hat K& _ the arc

of information about the migt W= s |
Records from 1737 indicate

every few miles along the river servingftuhemhbabkt poguh
t he Stevington pari sh boundary near a field call ed B
i wool lcémt hmaknivnogl vi ng t he cl eamdiofignardfi cwalgdirelhyo el i min
(Langlioni |l s and dirt, to produce a smoot h, tightly-fini
repell ent . This mil|l pr asb atbd iyl osrusp paorrd edir eOsaskrheaekyer s whi ch

time growing to fourteen by 1841.

The mill referred to in the

ter drgirvaem | | with three pai
the main bridges were built

in the Aut umn 2025 News |l et t
stanti al road bridge and t h e
rate <channel s. Vehicl es us e s
stream of t he mi | | and s mal
crossed each of the channel s

at an annual rental of A14 1
north bank of the river i mmd
archtloé current Oakl ey Bridgh

t owards Br 8

OAKLEY MILL c1737 as shown on the attached map.
after Russell Estate Map R1/57

NS References made to the names of the mi
M,"'ey /—--—ﬁ__Oakley$ fiRobert Hewlett of Oakley is to have n

mi | | and | and accorsdidnigr etwol hheinss Grsa cneo i
cation as to why ! In 1835 Mr Rogers
fixed annual rent of A100. The 1l ast m
census of 1861 indicating that the mil
1861 187 1probably because of the indust
the invention and introduction of the
that the mill was d8m®®I6i sbedpi hethke p
over 165 years traces of the old mil!l

Oakl ey end of the main bridge the rem
side of the bridge, believed to be tF
l eading from the mild]l ovVesreet tpehortioser ,T|
are also two unusual oval buttresses

east parapet bet ween the river and mi
?—structural purpose and may be part of
Take a wander to the river and | et you
you back into the midst oRfi cthiamed. Wor ker

' '.IL


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woolen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clothmaking
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cloth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wool
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lanolin

Oakley Village Méedtekbkgé@eéi z

Since the |l ast newsletter we have held three highly succ
ber Quiz waBlhworChleyesiyyAPudmsexception their team was made
ed Arthur, crad@& edr m®, hwiso Daplparently made more of a con
considerably ol der teammates. Festive fun was had at the
a guest appearance. A tie break identcemeéemedpe hpdOwuarn T&d 3§ yw
Br otteo achieve their first ever win. The first quiz of 2
fiThe Aveoagmarsging as the i@amhensr swodDhl sgbond. All winning

pictured.

The team names al ways cause amusement and a cisunplwe gk er e
iBi g ®ormGr eenl andodathodl itdhaey st o pi cfiaél7f bwh incahmeids used pri marily

pha to playfully confuse adults and succeeded in our cas
It was with pleasure that the Parish Council and the Qui
A200 to each of the Day Céntrressiamedtticamlt lcearwi lhloange f or pec
abilities. The Day Centre is held in the Ol d School open
and the care home is situated in the High Street on the
port their Christmas celebrations, a couple of photos fr
nations will be mademadsedoohganivs dd iagres i n March.

Remember anyone can enter the quiz to have a great ti me
The neQWRui zzes will 210e Maelcdéh, o4 April, 15 Mhyaawnpdné9wis
to enter a team, maxi mum 6 peoplrei,c htvhoernk eprl @hacstemaeima.icl o .mek

iThe Cheesyo Puffs Richard Worker

Winners of the November Qui z

iGardeners Dé&light

Wi nners of the December

AThe Avengers

Wi nners of the January

Day Centre Christmas Cel ebrati




Sales, Lettings & Auctions L an& ENMAYFAR  move (T)
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Our wealth of experience
and friendly service makes

us the team you can trust.

01234 327744 | sales@laneandholmes.co.uk | laneandholmes.co.uk
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Oakley parish
YOUTH CLUB
FRIDAYS 7PM-9PM L

OLD SCHOOL. I.OVEI.I. ROAD OAKI.EY
Y o . 01 9 .
B A ."“*W L

leader JJ on 07463653826 or emc : we do have an entry fee for

oycsecrefariolagmallcom | o  the youthclub but it is only
£2.50 per person.,

we have a range of activities thatvary =
depending on you what to do such as going |
outside during the warmer weatherand
small football matches. we have indoor &

activities and an area you can go and hang ¢
out with your friends. :

we have a tuck shop filled with all of your |
favourite snacks and treats and if we don't
have anything that you want let us know and
we can add it to the tuck shop so you can
enjoy it with the rest of your friends. The
prices are also cheap!!!!

y
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' Oakley Sports & Social Club

6 Family & Sports Bar

We are over the moon

our extension and ful

December | ast year,

uing at pace. This project is very much

an initiative by the

community, supported

men to ensure everyth

back locally. It is

vi sion taking shape

for you to enjoy thi

l ent facility servin

We wi || be hosting a

event on Friday 20th

by a l|live singer and . o

we | ook forward to welcom| n]_q]e edrgbersltlofcele- b i

brate this significant mi oné Ywit us.eat_ure ouncy ¢

en and |l 1ve music from | pcal

Despite the extension belngBrlort hfeulsl. fAln@w ,heirt fa eret &ivleent f

l'y did not deter us from hgqgwotyi mg QurtsedorncteChr iOStS-C me mt

mas Fete & Market. Sant_a, hOInS 1e7lc}h rhelperWeanwdIII oncel| age

even his reindeer were in attendanc W1h usker .

singers mar ket stalls andmfemfereiS(r(:laurr?u'sVeershe Phtooelvent. Liv

' . 17 e ro d" by’ Mr_ Stikx

there was plenty of festlvéNlcheer aPt d%éj(? Ity h'as L
classics, o.n i s saxophone, | whi

been wonderful to see |S|0nma{r11ye Iboocuanlc faccaesst 8 and arknt s

cluding those who may not be ‘'regul P idSi P i )

coming down to join in the "&d92%" 4% '?énnsrm'ldh nk and bjte

event has quickly become a Wei gamet wurl es oo @d e&xiserd ftor-conf i rr

the Club and plays an i mportndmtmorus!l & iirrewhoelkpiDng pdsay Wi | |

deliver our mission to be &tthr N veiombmweunhery detbai | s tag fo

for the village. is always one of the highl ght

We are therefore delighted Weo haoref iprl mntthyatmotrlee event s| up

Christmas Fete & Mar ket wilalreredtourmlaoreaSagt froddywi ng lus ¢

12t h December, with Santa &and hHiys rreciomdneenrd alo-i ng so [for

ready firmly booked. dates on news and events:

We cl osed 2025 with a fantehstttipcs:Mdvf/aY:eeabrood<eIceDbTr/a)-akIey.ss

tion fea_turing a DJ_and phootuor weQDthteS|nd'r]%o egularly

members into 2026 with plenty eln%ss' and ber s h i

yet another free event prOV|dnecpgas part Oénseén P

me mber shi p. https://oakleyssc.com

We have also introduced a nrew yionui tciaamt iswewe ,t o thdsats beep ar

live entertainment inside tahte Oalkdlelyo Bp®ordmrs t&h &Soci al Cl ut

first Saturday of each montph,0ogfrrese i fg amdr ggen fexrci ti njg pr

members. It is just anot hermumdefiivte nofevieaitsg apneratd, wg |

of OSSC. I f you have not yeveljcoimed drotrherfeawdd i ar anfd ne

your membership for 2026, ywde oga&mrdo so online

at Robbie Bays

https:// oakl eyssc. com/ membeorssshbl% ORA Chair

For the first time, we YVI|| th NN tcﬁ'edeorakq‘ HOgSoort

Roast event on Bank Ho"dayCo‘?‘nlfnq Elyee%‘“ May .

My



ngley Cubs ac Scoutsr\o’"
h i hest award ¥
g Oakley (Bedford)
I n Oakley Cub Scouts this term, we have been triallihg s
for the ol der Cubs who would be moving on to Scouts f O
At the beginning of term, we continued with pioneerihg.
pult, and the younger Cubs | earnt how to tie various| kno
Our Cubs hold a forum in which they discuss with the|lea
air rifle shooting are just a couple of the exciting|] act
supervision of trained instructors. We are |l ooking fbrwa
this term too!
Last year, eight Cubs eadw nRidl wehrei Awarhd'e fA S
achi evement and one they should be very pr
award that a Cub can earn. To complete]it,
ty or Staged Activity Badges and al l seven
has been made possible by teaming up wjth
our Cubs to go on camps. We have e®joyed a
Worl d, a climbing sl eepover, and a joint c
And we have got | ots more planned or begeing
fupacked -Weelg jamboree; there is @anwbhgd;t
we would also |Ilike to do a 110th birthday
possible sleepover at Shuttl eworth.
Al | these activities take a | ot of time for the | eaders
have great fun and are safe. More hands on deck would he
andvoul d also allow us to reopen the Bedvewoanavosd dut|i kec
volunteering opportunities with Oakley Scout Group, b | ea
Janet , on 07758 872172 or at Janetscoutbits@outl ook. com.
L
@ Oakley Educational Foundation K
g
The Foundation exists to assist yadhu,nlg p
who |ive in the Parish, with grants| to
t ool s, et c. i n furtherance of |t he
Applications and more information| ca
the Parish Clerk from the end of
For an application form please email p a
Applications accepted by 2nd May. I t e mi
goods must be provided.




IMPORTANT!

ChEE;;?:adE.cnm @

Where reputation matters

FICIDFEAFIE LTD

H FIND & REPAIR LEAKS from £150

Bl MOSS REMOVAL & MOT from £295

H REPOINTING CHIMNEYS from £275

l VALLEY, GABLE & RIDGE REPOINTING £37%
H SPRAY FOAM REMOVAL from £995

B UPGRADE LOFT INSULATION from £385

CALL THE TEAM
07307 928427

01234 634016

info@ultimateroofcare.co.uk ultimateroofcare.co.uk




North Beds Ra

We are 50!
North Beds Ramblers, the olffdes
in Bedfordshire turns 50 im 20
RAMBLERS A recently discovered wal kijng
1976 wi ll all ow us to recreg¢ate
North . . 1
wal king as a celebration. he
scant, with one monthly walk o
Saturday afternoon of the ont
Saturday afternoons! The onfgly
start time (2:15pm), a meefding
|l eader .
Sadly, we have no idea how |l ong the walks were. althpugh
starting at 2:15pm in the winter hey
were not very |l ong! -
So, 2026 starts a year of celebrat :’: ZZ: st
ating the 1976 programme but we al 2 DI at e
parts of the North Bedfordshire He [« e el RPN ma ny
these wal ks. Recentl vy, a number of Awad  Mowt Milln Cm 2.0 D een
involved in resigning the North Be |vww Nest Tamas #ed e Tr
and so it wild!l be |l ovely to see S0 |mm o 21000 rst
As with any big birthday, we pl an o . 2”: on
and will be producing some memorab " S 1 Bl s,
watch this space. All the memorabi =% G e 7‘15 23 ma
rial will include our new 50th yea “ SO ,l 5| gne
one of our -ndeumhbiearnsna Jagi el ska. R i e e
If you are in the locality please e ab Mokt L bh on
our birthday wal ks or any other. a y Sa
urday, not just the first of the month.
https: //www. rambl-wabkbng/ vmblierss
nor-tbrkedf or detho u e Sandra Kel sey
North Beds Ramblers Walk every Saturday: Please note| cha
wal KisWinter start€Com&: @add join us for a walk. We walk]eve
prox. 6 miles and Saturdays twice a month i n fiRambdong| f or
first Saturday moriishggaatly mbotrher, sl ower pace
Mar ch Wal ks
7t hamARamb loeCr anfield, 5 miles, pmBWobhdaw wabkmil es
l14tadm Mi Il t on Keynes, 10 mil es, pm Wil den, 7.5 miles
21sppm Carl ton, 7 miles
28téhm Ol d Warden 12 miles pm Cranfield, 6.5 mil es,
April Wal ks
4t hamiRambloeRi sel ey, 4.5 miles, pm Milton Ernest 6 miles
11tém Harr ol d, 12.5 mil es, pm Roxton, 7.5 miles
18taéhm LondonfiUWdlolc k Choyr crmigbtses, pm Ol d Warden, 7 mil es
25téam Sharnbrook 13 miles, pm Great Denham, 6 mil es,
Contact; Margaret Sawyer 07780933729 Facebook; North| Bed
https:// www. rambl erbse.dofrogr.duskh/inroer t h




Oakl ey Al l ot ment s
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knocks
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However
|l § endur
Possi bl
ar e, | o

proper pause. FrostEs

t had been dusted wi

solid. Gardeners i no&s

and unrealistic opt |SEEES

mild winter, the alTlo ent o no

ke up in spring as giRRLY ar §hlakSe sl t eR@WGcal 1y st

bed. Across the coynthpy $FAVeSS alaY R erTher ec avs t |

d downllrn Fe.br.uary %%g%qh%%gymb%nlafll%qe frost. |

y and i nésacetaidviftojundSuspi ci ous

y . The mild winter cr eateaersd aBifiatl -
) i sh weather |l oves nothing mor e

barb is already fle>f|nng\.pr'|'r|1€; overwintered

ver stopped. Broad beans, instead of hud-

uietly through the ®dled umentrres-eehlesd dedr a mil d wi

as if they have chddic@adpremnrs aneLt Pé® t Aspghaasi dno.t men t

ided winter was canddleredusesd t®wWebgurfddene when y

s like a bonus. A hd&@&dest drdimnkmérea, gradli dgetend vy

smug sense that yowr&dacddomehyw AN®Pwadhere is alvy

dule, even though y®&Ndin® nSoMeéthi N9 ppageuUting. S

g. But seasoned all @&themt i §&rdeners know

Nature does not gi Wwe|QiifmehHt hbol Y& hS°Wnce toc
d arrangements. suddenl y poppgii ngt dtomdoncrhleyx kt, o

I winners of a mildewenger tayoe hpyt st h@t@ir| having

e
gent cofhmuaster s or-stowd negarelngghdy -hel d three conversations 3
s

l't is the slugs. | heangrO®ye&r wihet eomppségstheap. 1

them back. |16 osBethsllg@dhmdéyedidffesenaboob surviva

e pest control del@Revedmikdmankieetyrr.

, without hard freezpgs. oflr8®s BaNMe nd! "he humour s
ed. They have wintergdseomieyedblhynters are not |
y with hobbies. Lifta3iPlbank 3pdal4Rerenihey the o
oking rested. Plumpg, QRioph® SELf-to climate change

The same goes for aphids. Ndwara@ehti tSpbpapabPredictable.

crash,
and wha
ten car

no reset button predaede.JPestguivét howtvipeaal ty.
t feels |like stratedU@r@gnad®®ing. 1 f you |is-

efully, you can al mgst gheah st R8®M. by nature, adarg

fExcell ent. Mild agai n. We sbc?\ﬂiiﬁ‘gaciatd@é’v.n'We mulch more. V

A mild winter often means Wwétktter Mt @Ymd meyeprologists. v
you can dig. No, you probablle@rshéhrd hde. onhyrEandtanati
is a special kind of regret htehg&d ugémas ef Psg@aansSKRY-
siastically striding onto A wWahLghey9ehaRlc®r 2Rd cantri b
realising you are now co@pag¢thishg enext summer
carrots into submission. The soil | ooks inviting. 1t
is not. It is a trap. The Al l otment After a Mild Wir
to Turn It Off and On Again
Eart hworms, however, are thriving. They have . _
been busy all winter, impr&Hidg &ir Ot §rFd ad Md NPe@and i nsi
ation. The worms are fine. Wehdayg&r #®hehad gyghgprol ongeoc
dcaught between impatienceP@a@a® YRRYkWOW) edge

that patience is the only rpep%las%kiclolnttaréitsmréok?t?yyroed- woul o

qui res.

We have a sholritstwai ti ng

Fruit trees rely on proper cold spells to set them-
selves up for the season ahead. Without enougHeve Nichol
fichill ompwprls,s and pears can fl ower uneven-

l'y or sulk. So now we have trees tentatively bud-



RP TESTA

PLUMBING & HEATING SERVICES LIMITED

A professional service with over
30 years experience for
all general plumbing and heating requirements
and full design and installation for:
¢+ CENTRAL HEATING inc.LPG
+ BATHROOMS: inc.tiling etc.
+ UNDERFLOOR HEATING

#WGHCEETER
b i
A LOCAL AND RELIABLE SERVICE

01234 781827
www.testaplumbingandheating.co.uk

NAO Cattery

goOK NOW!

07411 136691

naoservices111@gmail.com

www.naoservices111.weebly.com

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Road, Clapham, Bedford MK41 6AN
Opening Hours: 9.00-11.00 Mon-Sat & 18.00-19.00hrs Mon-Fri
Sunday and Bank Holidays Closed

* Note hiat af boarding cats must be heaithy on arival and fuly innoculated againet cat fu and contagious enterits
lerms and Condons apply, charge inchudes insurance and vet on call

NAO Cleaning

® Moving In & out clean

® Regular cleaning
(Weekly, Fortnightly. Monthly etc)
o Builders before and after clean
® Home Care Cleans
® Tenancy beginning & end clean
® Spring cleans

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE CALL TODAY ON

07411 136691

Bramble Lodge, 29 Oakley Rd, Clapham, Bedfordshire MK41 6AN
www.naoservices111.weebly.com
naoservices111@gmail.com

We cover all of Bedfordshire




