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Parish Council News 

     Spring 2017 
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Hello again and welcome to our summer 

edition of the Oakley Newsletter.  The 

quality and content of our newsletter 

goes from strength to strength and I 

think the spring edition will be very hard 

to beat, but letôs keep trying. I know the 

Editor is always looking for interesting 

and newsworthy articles that are of rele-

vance to our readership. Summer is just 

around the corner and I hope we have a 

good one. 

Community Speed Watch 

Oakley Parish Council is introducing a 

Community Speed Watch because we 

are committed to make all of our roads 

and their users as safe as possible.  At 

the present time we have at least 12 

volunteers from the village who will be 

attending a training session at Bedford-

shire Police Headquarters on 27 July 

2017 and hopefully within a short time 

of that date you will see Speed Watch in 

operation.  We will never turn volunteers 

away so it is still not too late to offer 

your services. 

Lorry Watch 

For some while now the Parish Council 

has been concerned about the frequency 

and size of lorries trying to negotiate the 

crossroads to and from Highfield Road 

and travelling up and down Pavenham 

Road. Many of these very big lorries are 

not suitable for our village roads and are 

creating a potential danger to our chil-

dren, in particular many of whom use 

Pavenham Road. The majority of these 

lorries, we believe, are travelling to and 

from the Distribution Warehouse at Pax 

Hill Farm in Pavenham.  Bedford Bor-

ough Planners have recently given plan-

ning permission for a period of two 

years for this distribution warehouse de-

spite this Parish Council raising our con-

cerns on the grounds of road safety and 

that we believe distribution centres/

warehouses such as the one in Paven-

ham should be close to major road net-

works and NOT in the middle of rural 

communities. 

Continued on page 3 

 

OAKLEY PARISH  

COUNCIL 

 

PARISH CLERK 

Ann Paice  
31 Radwell Road 
Milton Ernest 
Bedford, MK44 1SH.   
824852       
parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk 

 
CHAIR 
Paul Phillips 
3 Station Road.  824260 
paulphillips65@gmail.com 
 
VICE CHAIR 
Jane Walker 
(Parish and Borough coun-
cillor)  
11 Dewlands.   824530   
jane@janewalker.co.uk 
 
Pat Olney  
(Parish and Borough coun-
cillor) 
33 Station Road.  824384 
pat.olney@btopenworld.com 
  
Jonathan Abbott  
11 Lincroft           826335 
ma55ey35@gmail.com 
 
Sara Fardon 
61 Lincroft.    824516 
sarafardon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Michael Frampton 
The Little House, The Drive  
822181 
michael_frampton@btinternet.com  

 
Phyllis Jones 
35 Ruffs Furze 910187 
phylmaj@gmail.com 
 
Stephen Nicholas  
44, Grenidge Way 824345  
sbnicholas@aol.com  
 
Gerry Sansom 
21 Pavenham Road.  
823295  
gerrysan-
som@btinternet.com 
 
Robert Saunders 
College Farm.  822328 
rjsaunders5591@gmail.com 
 
Paul White 
20 Reynes Drive. 825472 
paulwhite20rd@gmail.com 

 
 

Front Cover  

    Inspirations 
        by Terry Youngman  
 
The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley  

Parish Council and delivered by  

parish councillors free to every  

house in Oakley ï about  

1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Autumn issue is  25 August 2017. 

The publishing date is 1st  September. 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 

13 Bevery Close 

Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733 

bill@chalker.uk.net     

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
Bedford MK40 3RL  

 
Hello Children  
    look out for  
     10 more   



о 

It is our intention from now, and for an indefinite 

period, to monitor lorry movements through Oak-

ley and particularly in Highfield Road and Paven-

ham Road. [We accept that genuine delivery lor-

ries e.g. builders merchants and the like have an 

absolute right to travel these roads.] We would be 

grateful if Oakley residents could be our eyes and 

ears. If you see such large vehicles, whether they 

be creating a problem or not, then please obtain 

as many details as you are able such as location, 

time, date, registration number, name of compa-

ny, direction of travel etc.  A photograph would be 

very useful too.  Any information obtained should 

be sent to Ann Paice, Clerk to the Parish Council 

or any Councillor, details of whom can be found in 

the front of this Newsletter. Additionally, with the 

cooperation of our Community Speed Watch vol-

unteers, we may be able to incorporate lorry 

watch into that scheme too.  Once again the safe-

ty of our residents is paramount. 

Village Signs 

For the last 12 months or more you will have read 

about our desire to replace the village signs at 

each of the village entrances.  We were very 

pleased that the new signs were put into place 

before the end of March this year.  We are happy 

with the finished products and what makes the 

signs so very special is the fact that each of the 

four signs shows two reproductions of drawings/

paintings of landmarks in this village.  Each one is 

the work of three talented and highly respected 

Oakley residents namely Terry Youngman, the 

late Robin Olney and former Parish Councillor Mi-

chael Taylor.  We are so pleased that Oakley resi-

dents and visitors to our village can see these 

works of art. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you again for your support and for reading 

my input.  On your behalf I would like to say a 

very big thank you to every one of our Parish 

Councillors and also our Clerk. As always a big 

thank you is also extended to Bill Chalker for his 

sterling work as Newsletter Editor.  

I hope you all have a good summer and happy 

holidays. 

Paul Phillips 
Chairman 
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Art and Design Summer School for children 8yrs 

plus running from Monday 4-8th August 9.30-

3.30 at the Old School. Flexible attendance 

from whole week to days or half days. Helps to 

improve grade profiles. Please pre book, details 

below. 

North Beds Arts is now running a new art group 

for adults on a Friday morning at the Old school 

on Lovell Road. We are a small friendly group 

and currently looking for new members. No pri-

or experience required, just a willingness to 

learn.  

All aspects of art and design are taught, with a 

focus on the basic elements such as line, tone, 

colour, composition, perspective, design devel-

opment, drawing, painting, printmaking and 

some aspects of 3D i.e. ceramics, foam board 

modeling and  other crafts such as crochet and 

felt making as requested. Students currently 

studying plant drawing and landscape. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

North Beds Arts is currently in its fifth year and 

is very proud of current and former students 

who have won prizes locally and Nationally and 

see students getting A grades in examinations. 

Past student currently nominated for National 

Clothing Award from 800 selected applicants. 

 
Classes operate from Harrold, Oakley, Milton Ern-
est and local Schools. 

After School Club running at Lincroft for Ks2 ï 
Mondays and Ks3- Thursdays. 

All current and past students are invited to submit 
work for our Fifth Birthday Summer Show  
held in Bedford between 18 and 23 July. Work-

shops in painting and drawing also held that 

week, please book in advance. 

Some students have stated attendance has 

helped with heath issues by having a new focus 

and has certainly helped confidence and making 

new friends. Social events and trips throughout 

the year and seasonal activities. 

Contact Leigh Hopkinson for further information 

and booking; 

leighmelanie7000@aol.com or (text initially for 

return call) 07532456871 Fully insured and DBS 

checked and 25 years experience teaching at all 

levels 

Art Summer School  

and Friday Adult Art Class 

mailto:leighmelanie7000@aol.com
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    Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

 

Borough Local Plan Consultation 

Thank you to everyone who has responded to 

this consultation. This plan when adopted is ex-

tremely important for everyone in Bedford Bor-

ough. We have a local plan that lasts until 

2021. This means that when any developer puts 

in for planning permission, they should adhere 

to the policies in that plan. The Borough can 

say where development should go. Unfortunate-

ly for various reasons; the need for houses with 

a growing population; the fact that Luton has 

little land left for expansion; London house pric-

es, all mean that there is pressure for Bedford 

to build more houses. In 2021 the present plan 

will be completed and the Borough will need to 

have a new plan in place. 

Bedford Borough now needs a Local Plan to en-

sure that development is sustainable. The Bor-

ough decided to look forward to 2035. It is con-

sidered that the plan will need to make provi-

sion for 8,000 + houses. The Borough decided 

they should ask for developers to put forward 

proposals for possible Garden Villages to relieve 

the pressure on the urban area and the villages. 

Three of those villages are next to the A6 which 

is why Oakley and Stevington Parish Councils 

have made you aware of the proposals so that 

you could respond with your views. 

All the responses will be collated and will inform 

the draft Borough Local Plan. That plan will be 

consulted on around Christmas, feedback again 

will be considered and then the final plan will be 

sent to an Inspector who will hold an independ-

ent meeting to agree the plan. The aim is to get 

the plan finally approved in the spring of 2019. 

It is extremely important that the Borough does 

have a strong sustainable local plan to which 

any future development  will need to conform. 

This was your first opportunity to influence that 

plan. At the end of the year you will have a fur-

ther occasion to put forward your views. 

Thank you again for all your responses. 

 

Road Closures 

Milton Keynes Council have informed us that the 
A422 will be closed from the 30th June to the 
12th July 2017 between Astwood and Chichely. 

 

The Causeway between Oakley and Pavenham will 
be closed from the end of July through to Septem-
ber please see the separate article on page 14. 

Street Light upgrade in Oakley 

The upgrade should be complete by the time this 
newsletter is published. All the lights should be 
operating correctly and switched off between 12 
midnight and 5.30am. 

The Higgins 

Two new exhibitions at the Higgins Museum. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blue Sky Thinking is about the Short Brothersô 
Airships from 1917, the R31 at the Cardington 
Sheds and the airships that are being developed 
today. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Romance and Rebellion ï The Art of the Victorian. 
How different styles developed alongside one an-
other. There will be paintings by Edward Burne- 
Jones, Rossetti, Whistler and Richard Dadd 
amongst other artists. 

There will also be a full summer holiday pro-

gramme for children plus other community 

events. Please go to the website, 

www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk 

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  

email pat.olney@btopenworld.com,  
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Guiding in North Beds 

This recent spell of beautiful weather has got our Rainbow, Brownie and 

Guide units thinking about plans for the summer term with lots of opportuni-

ties for outdoor activities and fun. The Guides, along with Clapham Brown-

ies, visited Gallones ice cream parlour in Bedford and made (and ate) their 

own ice cream which was the best they had ever tasted! They have also 

been practicing sucker archery and learning about ñhelping dogsò, when they had a visit from Canine 

Partners. Whilst the weather was not so good the Guides found out about opportunities to work for 

Guidingôs highest award and become a ñQueenôs Guideò. They also learnt about the Duke of Edin-

burghôs award which can also be gained through Guiding.  

After completing their latest challenge badge ñIôm a Brownie, get me out of here!ò, which involved 

lots of jungle fun, Oakley Brownies have been working on their healthy heart badge. They are also 

planning their Scarecrow entry for Oakley Carnival. If you would like more information about Rain-

bows, Brownies, Guides or indeed volunteering with Guiding, look out for them on the field on 15th 

July and have a chat. The girls are also working on a special treat to give to their dads on Fatherôs 

Day but my lips are sealed!! 

Rainbow groups in Oakley and Clapham have seen lots of girls make their Promise as the youngest 

members of Girlguiding, They said their Promise confidently watched by proud parents and friends. 

Afterwards everyone enjoyed tea, squash and chocolate cake. They are looking forward to lots of 

outdoor games and fun in the park. North Beds Trefoil Guild (Guiding for adults) meet once a month 

for fun and friendship and in July they will be having a go at ñhayboxò and other unusual methods of 

cooking. Please e-mail Jane on div.nbeds@bedsguiding.org.uk  or visit  www.bedsguiding.org.uk for 

more information about any of the Guiding groups in Oakley and North Beds, including Trefoil Guild, 

or to have a chat about volunteering. We look forward to hearing from you.                       

Jane Thompson, District Commissioner  

 

 

 

      Come  

 fly with us! 

  

 

 

Oakley Air Cadets, based in Bromham, prides itself on being a small friendly squadron that of-
fers exciting opportunities to young people (aged 12 and in Year 8 and above).  Contact us for 
details of the next recruitment evening. 

The cadets follow a national programme throughout their whole cadet career which enables them 
to learn the basic principles of flying, gain confidence and most importantly have fun whilst 
learning these new skills.  When the cadets have gone through their mandatory training, at 16 
years old they will gain a Level 2 BTEC in Aviation which is recognised by employers and educa-
tion establishments.  The cadets also have the opportunity to go flying, play music, play and 
compete in sports, go shooting, visit different RAF stations, achieve a Duke of Edinburgh award, 
gain a St John Ambulance first aid qualification and go on adventure training courses.    

Sgt Ella Day has been in the Air Cadets for over 5 years: ñI have enjoyed every part of it.  One of 
my favourite things about being in cadets is that I have met so many new people and made lots 
of friends. So far I have gained various qualifications such as a Level 2 BTEC in Aviation, an In-
structional Methods qualification which allows me to teach cadets and I attended an Advanced 
Drill Course which allowed me to instruct the cadets in foot drill effectively. I have also passed a 
St John Ambulance Activity First Aid course, which allows me to teach cadets their Youth First Aid 
qualification. Thereôs just too much to mention as Iôve made the most of the opportunities Iôve 
had.ò 

To register or for more information on the recruitment evening,  

please email 2462@aircadets.org . 

mailto:div.nbeds@bedsguiding.org.uk
http://www.bedsguiding.org.uk
mailto:2462@aircadets.org
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Spring at college farm has been a busy oneé 

I am writing this on Friday 19th May with it pour-

ing with rain outside just like it has done for the 

last few days. A week ago every farmer was hop-

ing and praying for rain as we had endured one of 

the driest periods on record. The crops were be-

ginning to suffer but luckily and hopefully it has 

arrived in time. 

Spring at College farm has been a busy one. Many 

people have been asking me about the tree felling 

that took place around the bridges a few months 

ago. This was to harvest the bat willow trees 

which will be processed and made into cricket 

bats. Around 75 trees were felled and next winter 

over 100 will be planted to replace these. It takes 

about 16 years for the trees to grow to the right 

size and each time they are felled we hope to 

plant 25% more. 

Our spring drilling campaign finished on Tuesday 
just before the rain came. This spring nearly 
1,000 acres of drilling has been done which has 
kept us busy. Alongside this we have been spray-
ing, fertilising and completing lots of other jobs. 

Charlie drilling spring barley  & ñSpringerò 

Calves have been born and some are now out in 

the fields. It is a great sight to see them all run-

ning around in the evening. Laura has started 

naming some of them, my favourite is óSpringerô 

as he has similar markings to a springer spaniel. 

As we approach the end of May we have started 

silage making. This process involves mowing the 

lush green grass, leaving it a day or two to wilt 

and then baling it up and wrapping it in plastic to 

keep the air out. This then conserves it for the 

winter. When you open it in 6 monthsô time it will 

hopefully smell quite sweet and the cattle will go 

mad for it. It is a similar process to pickling. 

As the days get hotter and longer we will then 

move onto hay making. This is where we cut the 

grass and leave it to dry before baling it and it 

doesnôt need wrapping in plastic. The feed quality 

generally is not as good and you will need good 

weather and some luck on your side to get it 

made well. 

Harvest is not many weeks away with the ears out 

on the barley and just starting to show on the 

wheats, they say 8 weeks from ear to shear! 

Henry Saunders 

The weather is turning warmer and days 

longer which can only mean one 

thingé..harvest is nearly upon us! 

Farmers love harvest - spending time on their 

combine admiring their crop and the hours of hard 

work they have put into producing it. It definitely 

is something to be very proud of, however for a 

farmerôs wife it means one thing - goodbye to 

your husband for two months! Days are long so I 

often take dinner out and make sure everything is 

running smoothly. 

As Henry has mentioned the cows have started 

calving and I have helped calve a couple when 

needed although the majority have calved on their 

own, one down the river meadow! They seem to 

be enjoying the warmer weather and they all have 

their unique personalities. 

In addition to farming, I have also been working 

on my latest painting which is a commission for 

Pat Olney of a beautiful view in the village which 

you may recognise? 

Recognise the view? 

A selection of my paintings and photographs are 

now up at the Bedford Arms pub in the village. 

Gallery is also open Thursdays and Fridays from 

10am at the farmhouse. If you are passing feel 

free to stop by. If you would like to commission 

me to paint a picture or take a photograph then 

please give me a call on 07815 045272.   

               Until next timeé           Laura Saunders  
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    OAKLEY BELLS 

 
         Ding dong merrily on high 

        in heaven the bells are ringing 
 

 
Just as well because as our young people go off to Uni there will not be much ringing in Oakley. 

Perhaps you may not mind not hearing them on a Sunday but it would be a different story if they 

are wanted to celebrate a wedding or any other family event.  

Eôen so here below, below 
Let steeple bells be swungen 

 
Money was raised to celebrate the Queenôs Silver Jubilee with a sixth bell, to have them fall silent 

because there is no one to ring them would make all the hard work go to waste and an ancient art 

disappear from Oakley.  

Pray you, dutifully prime 
Your matin chime, ye ringers 

 
It is not just youngsters we need, almost anyone can learn to ring.  Of course, if you are too small 
you will have to wait a while to reach the ropes but an age in double figures is usually enough. 
 
Ding dong merrily on high was written by George Ratcliffe Woodward 1848-1934 and was first 

published in 1924. Woodward took an interest in church bell ringing which no doubt aided him in 

writing it. 

Interested?  We practice (almost) every Friday from 8.00-9.15pm - just check with the Tower 

Captain Bill Sellars in case we have to cancel a Friday practice which rarely happens. Or if you 

hear us ring knock on the tower door (loudly) and we will let you come up and see what is going 

on.  thesellars@btinternet.com Tel: 07980 745292 

 

Open Afternoon at Linch Furlong 

 18th  June  2017 

From 2.00pm 

Come and find out about the plants 
and wildlife in the Nature Reserve. 

Pat Knight 

will be there to guide you around and tell you about the plants 
and wildlife that inhabit the reserve. 

Pat manages the nature reserve on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Many of you already have seen the violets and cowslips that have been blooming 
this year. There will be different plants in flowers on June the 18th if you are lucky 
the orchids might be in flower. You could continue your afternoon with a walk to 

Browns Wood along the river. 

Linch Furlong is on Pavenham Road and the entrance is by the junction with Willow 

Vale and opposite the allotments. 
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The Phantom Sprayer 

This is a map of where to find the 

dog waste bins in Oakley.  The 

red spot marks the bin 

You may also use the large waste 
bins or your own dustbin, so long 
as the waste is wrapped in a plas-
tic bag.   

Please do not use the small bins 
at the bus stops as these are for 
tickets and small rubbish only.  

Please do not throw the full bags 
in the hedgerow or on the verge, 
this is worse that leaving the 
waste - it will not rot away 
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Celebrating 25 years - Whiteôs 
Engineeringé and the man be-

hind the business 

There may be one or more people you have en-

countered who are particularly notable or memo-

rable, for all good reasons - they may be talented, 

personable, adventurous, accomplished, admira-

ble, é the list goes on.ò - see Steveôs Snippet 28 

in this newsletter. 

This seems appropriate for a man who probably 

wouldnôt accept that he was worthy of inclusion in 

such a list. There are many people who would in-

sist that he is very worthy. Paul White, you are 

most definitely worthy. 

Paul comes across initially as quite a brusque 

character. His speech is considered and restrained 

and he seems passive. Daughter Nichola describes 

him as a man who wonôt use two words when one 

will do. Appearances can be deceptive - he hasnôt 

practiced it for some time (he is always working 

or with his family) but Paul has a black belt in 

Taekwondo and is qualified to judge competitions. 

It may be that he can afford to be passive. 

He is definitely a family man, first and foremost - 

the business is the means of providing for his 

family and they participate in its running: his wife, 

Ellie, works part-time in the office. Eldest daugh-

ter, Nichola is now full-time in the office. Paulôs 

sister looks after the accounts side. He works long 

hours and, when he does return home, sits in his 

chair, half-watching TV with a laptop computer by 

his side (so he can continue working or dealing 

with community issues) and his Cocker spaniel, 

Ruby, at his feet. He is also quite passionate 

about his Koi carp. 

Paulôs program-to-watch is Emmerdale - probably 

a good choice for a country man with a commit-

ment to his community as well as his business. 

Community work has included Oakley Sports and 

Social Club, although the added incentive of an 

occasional beer helped, and he was chairman of 

the club for a number of years. He has also been 

a member of the village hall management com-

mittee for even more years and is a parish coun-

cillor. Commitment is Paulôs nature and he is al-

ways ready and able to assist with community 

matters, often providing maintenance and emer-

gency repairs at little or no cost to the village. 

Whiteôs engineering, started by Paul in 1992, has 

become a strong and ethical family business. It 

wasnôt Paulôs plan to follow this path at the start 

of his career. He was apprenticed as an agricul-

tural engineer after leaving school at 16, with 

Bedfordia, then based at The Grange in Oakley. A 

grant from the village helped to provide his first 

toolkit. He progressed to become the Service 

Manager of three depots for Bedfordia. 

His last position with Bedfordia was as manager 

of their Leighton Buzzard depot. Following a 

change in company regime, Paul was made re-

dundant and left Bedfordia. Shortly afterwards 

the depot caught fire and burnt to the ground - 

there was no connection, Paul says with a smile. 

In fact, Paul was still on good terms with the 

company and was permitted to continue using a 

small facility in Kempston for his own interests. 

Those interests included looking after a small 

customer base of his own and a passion for trac-

tor-pulling, something which he no longer partici-

pates in but which enabled him to demonstrate 

his considerable engineering skills at the time. 

However, as Paul explains, the agricultural-

engineering world was changing with the advent 

of more complex technology, which was starting 

to exclude any who could not afford a big invest-

ment in diagnostic tools or who werenôt main 

agents. 

Following further disruption to farming practices 

after foot-and-mouth outbreaks and the BSE cri-

sis, Paul began to concentrate on smaller, horti-

cultural machines. Also, various manufacturers 

were looking for agents for their machines so he 

started to take on the agencies in this area for a 

number of well-known manufacturers. 

Quiet and considered as ever, Paul has progres-

sively grown Whiteôs Engineering by acquiring 

other businesses as they have closed, often due 

to their proprietors retiring. He has diversified 

further by taking-on automated gate systems 

and, most recently, Almond Garage Doors. Quite 

a change from the early days in 1992, when he 

moved to Oakley and set up the original work-

shop in a single shed at College Farm. 

Thanks, are also due to James, Sarah, Steve, 

Dave and of course Terry, Paulôs Dad, who used 

to do some driving for collections and deliveries 

(even though now in his eighties, he still helps 

out where he can). Everyone has helped to make 

the business what it is today. 

The new lady in Paulôs life is his granddaughter, 

Holly. Paul now takes Mondays off, trusting the 

running of the business to his very capable staff 

whilst younger daughter, Charlene, trusts the 

doting grandfather to look after her daughter.   

As with all marriages, it is probably wise to let 

the wife have the last word - Ellie says that Paul 

is not what he appears to be at first meeting. He 

has a heart of gold and is probably too kind, of-

ten helping people when others wouldnôt. Donôt 

take advantage though! Still waters run deep, as 

the saying goes. Steve Nicholas                          
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AMIGO 

Revised itinerary for the day out in 

Greenwich on Thursday 27th July, 2017  

8.00 a.m. Leave Oakley Village Hall ï A 39 seat-

er coach has been booked 

10.00 -10.30 a.m. Arrive at Visit Greenwich 

Visitor Centre, 2 Cutty Sark Gardens, Old Royal 

Naval College, London, SE10 9LW for tea, coffee 

and use of toilets.  We will be met by our Guide, 

Charlie de Wet at 10.30 a.m.   

11.00 a.m. Leave the Visitor Centre for a 

guided tour of Greenwich on foot led by Charlie 

which will last for approximately 90 minutes.

 The cost of the tour is Ã10.00 a head. 

12.30 to 12.40 ïp.m. It is proposed that you 

please yourselves where you might have lunch.  

There are plenty of eating places to choose 

from.  Charlie will point out possible eating plac-

es during the walk.   

2.25 p.m. A tour of the Painted Hall Ceiling at 

the Old Royal Naval College has been arranged.  

The party will need to be split into two groups 

with a twenty minute gap between the start of 

each tour.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whiteôs Engineering is opening its doors on 
the 11th and 12th of August. Please come 
along and see what Paul, his family and his 

staff have achieved in 25 years. 

 

The tours will begin at 2.40 p.m. and 3.00 

p.m.and will last for approximately one hour.  It 

will be necessary for people to arrive 15 minutes 

before the start of the tour at the Painted Hall 

i.e. by 2.25 p.m for the earlier tour and by 2.45 

p.m. for the later tour.  By 4.00 p.m. the tours 

will have finished and there will be an opportuni-

ty for tea, coffee and cakes before boarding the 

coach at 4.30 p.m. for the journey home. The 

cost of the tour will be Ã10.00 a head which has 

already been paid for. 

There will be 34 people on the tour, of which 30 

people will be on the Painted Hall Ceiling Tour.  I 

will be contacting those people individually with 

the "Health and Safety" requirements as passed 

to me by the Old Royal Naval College.  

A very enjoyable evening was spent at the Bed-
ford Arms Souldrop for a skittles match on Tues-
day 25th April.  After a closely fought game, the 
winner was Jean Savill.  Many congratulations 
Jean. 

The most recent event was a garden party held 
in the beautiful garden of Pat Olney on Tuesday 
23rd May. The weather was perfect and a very 
enjoyable evening was spent by those who 
came.                                            John Dixon 



мн 

Oakley Rural Day Centre 

 

Oakley Rural is a centre for frail elderly people. It  
provides a nutritious meal, has activities for the 
people to enjoy, speakers on a variety of topics 
and much more. The Centre operates for 3 days a 
week except for a fortnight when it shuts down 
over Christmas. 

The centre is a Charity and is for people in North 
Bedfordshire. We have had long serving Trustees 
and now some wish to retire. 

Our centre is full of life and much laughter and is 
based at the Old School, Oakley surrounded by 
lovely grounds. 

If you feel that you would like to become a trus-

tee of this charity that provides a good time and 

companionship for our elderly people - please 

contact.  

Pat Olney, the chairwoman by email 

pat.olney@btopenworld.com or by telephone 

01234 824384.  

If you would like to visit please contact Lynne 

Godfrey by email info@oakleyrural.org.uk or 

phone 07733 227374 

Pat Olney 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


