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Parish Council News 

     Summer 2017 
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Hello Everyone 

I cannot believe that it is 3 months 

since I wrote something for the last 

Newsletter.  At that point we were 

looking forward to a lovely spring, but 

all I recall for many weeks after that 

time was rain and more rain.  As a dog 

walker we seemed to live in wellies and 

we were constantly washing and drying 

dogs.  That is behind us for the time 

being and we now look forward to the 

summer.  Letôs hope that it is going to 

be a good one. 

Annual Litter pick 

 

 

 

The village annual litter pick took place 

on  Saturday 28 April 2018.  I am sure 

many of you will recall it was a particu-

larly cold and wet Saturday morning 

following an equally wet Friday.  

Doubtless such weather put off ówould 

beô litter pickers but some hardy souls 

did ignore the conditions and felt it 

their duty to clear litter for the good of 

the community.  To all those who at-

tended we are very very grateful and a 

number of bags of litter were collected.  

Amongst the intrepid souls were eight-

een young cubs, two beavers and two 

explorers from Dragons Explorer Unit, 

most of whom were accompanied by 

their parents who also collected. 

Someone must have known that the 

weather was going to be awful because 

the Scout group set up a marquee on 

the village green and served hot drinks 

and cakes raising over Ã40 for Group 

funds. 

All the young people who took part 

thoroughly enjoyed doing the litter pick 

enhanced by their wearing high visibil-

ity vests and using the litter picker 

tongs. 

Thank you so much to all who took 

part.                  Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley 
Parish Council and delivered by 
parish councillors free to every 
house in Oakley ï about 1,000 

copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Autumn issue is  25 August 2018. 

The publishing date is 1st September 
2018. 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 
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Village Volunteers 

Saying thank you to those who participated in 

the litter pick moves me on to recognise resi-

dents who volunteer to carry out tasks for the 

benefit of the community.  

I know there are a number of Oakley residents 

who give up much of their valuable time for the 

benefit of the community. I do not need to iden-

tify those of you who provide this service to 

Oakley. You all know who you are and exactly 

what you do.   

I, my fellow Parish Councillors and many resi-

dents are very grateful to you and value your 

selfless contributions.  Let us all ensure we keep 

our village looking the best it can possibly be. 

 
Neighbourhood Development Plan 

The neighbourhood development plan is still pro-

gressing well and a consultation on the draft 

plan took place at the Village Hall on Sunday 13 

May 2018.  We are grateful to those of you who 

turned up and gave your thoughts on the plan.   

Many people will know that an enormous 

amount of work has been put into this plan over 

the last 3 years or so by a number of people.  

The plan has been compiled sympathetically and 

with the best intentions for the future of Oakley 

and its residents.  

Since starting on the plan we, the Neighbour-

hood Development Group and the Parish Coun-

cil, have tried to involve the village every step of 

the way. We publish articles in the newsletter, 

the plan is always on Council meeting agendas 

and we regularly update the village web site.   

We have also put other information in the form 

of flyers through doors and published details of 

the Bedford Borough Plan from their ócall for 

sitesô up to their consultation earlier this year.   

It is good that a number of residents have fol-

lowed the process through, because it is so im-

portant for us all.   

I know the journey has been long and involved, 

but its outcome will be for the good of us all. 

Once again thank you for reading the Newsletter 

and thank you for your continued support.  

As usual a huge thank you to the Editor Bill 

Chalker for producing such a quality publication. 

Kind regards   Paul Phillips. Chair     

Photographer : Jonathan Abbott,  

                     Group Scout Leader 
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Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

 

Bedford Borough Local Plan 2035. 

Unfortunately the consultation of the Borough Lo-

cal Plan that covers until March 2035 showed that 

the Colworth Garden Village could not be deliv-

ered at the present time. 

The Village would have delivered 2,500 houses up 

to 2035 with a further 2,000 beyond that date. It 

would have included a new access to both the 

Colworth Business Park and Santa Pod to take the 

traffic away from the rural roads and Sharnbrook 

Village. There were plans for a railway station to 

take traffic from the A6 and high-quality employ-

ment land.  

The success of the scheme relied on agreement 

between the site promotor and the operator of 

Santa Pod to enable appropriate noise mitigation 

measures to be put into place. After extensive ne-

gotiation the operator of Santa Pod does not sup-

port the proposal and has not entered into an 

agreement with the promotor of Colworth Garden 

Village. 

This means that this 2035 Local Plan is not sound 

and could not be progressed. 

So ï moving forward, officers will review the evi-

dence base. They are considering the possibility of 

changing the timescale which means the number 

of dwellings required would be reduced. Other op-

tions are being considered as well. 

The priority is to get a ñsoundò plan, a plan for 

delivering growth. This is the best way to ensure 

continuing the delivery of the homes that are 

needed and to protect communities and the coun-

tryside from speculative development. It also ena-

bles those groups preparing Neighbourhood De-

velopment Plans to make progress. 

The six weeks consultation for the second local 

plan, Regulation 19, is to start in September 

2018. The Local Plan will be submitted for Inde-

pendent Examination before the end of December 

2018. 

Flooding in Stevington 

Has been a bigger problem in recent years. High-

way and flooding Officers from the Borough met 

with myself, members of the Parish Council and 

concerned residents in Court Lane to review ways 

to relieve the problem.  

There was agreement that the highways engineer 
will fit one-way valves to the offlets in Court Lane. 
This work will help manage the flow of the two 
water sources, highway runoff and environmental 
water. Highways will schedule the work as soon 
as possible. Work will continue with  

 

 

 

 

regular checking and cleaning of debris at the 

grating of Court Lane drain 

The Environmental Officers will work together to 

find a longer-term solution and present a strategy 

to the Parish Council by the end of June. They will 

identify flood specialists and obtain three quota-

tions for what could be done to alleviate the flood-

ing in the centre of the village. Possibilities are 

diversion or holding flood water in natural ponds 

or at barriers higher up the water course. 

River Festival 

I do hope you are looking forward to the River 

Festival in July. There will be lots to see and do. 

There will be great music on the music stages, the 

fair, many activities taking place on the river plus 

the procession. Please go the River festival web-

site to see what is on offer.  

For more information of what is on in Bedford 

Borough go to the Love Bedford site. Villages 

can also access the site to promote their village 

activities.  

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  

email pat.olney@btopenworld.com 
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Volunteers  

Wanted 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Royal British Legion is currently recruiting for volunteer caseworkers across Bedfordshire & Hert-

fordshire. Case workers play a vital role in enabling the Legion to deliver our Welfare services, and 

are often the only person who will meet with our beneficiaries face to face.  The role involves visiting 

Service personnel, reservists, veterans and their families in their home, and completing our applica-

tion for assistance. Case workers also write a narrative report and complete an outcome star cover-

ing six areas of need; Finances, Well-being, Health, Housing, Activities and Social Life.  After com-

pleting their report, case workers make recommendations to a paid member of staff, a Case Officer, 

as to what kind of assistance may be required.  This can include financial grants, referrals to internal 

specialists (debts, benefits, War Pension/Armed Forced Compensation Scheme, mental health, inde-

pendent living, criminal justice etc.), referral to external and statutory services and referrals to inter-

nal services (break centres, care homes, adventure breaks etc.).  After a volunteer is finished with a 

case, they are able see all the actions taken with a case through our online Case Management Sys-

tem (CMS). 

 

Full training is provided, and expenses are covered, including travel up to 45p per mile.  All of our 

volunteer caseworkers are DBS checked. 

 

We are looking to recruit people with good social skills, who are able to drive to visit the clientsô 
homes, and who are comfortable using a computer. If you are interested in the role, or would like 
some more information, please contact us on 0333 011 4480 or VolCoordSEM@britishlegion.org.uk  

 

Your Hospital needs you! 

As you will have heard, Bedford Hospital is to 

merge with Luton and Dunstable Hospital 

although the date of the merger has been 

pushed back until later in the year. L&D is a 

Foundation Trust and Bedford Hospital will 

have certain (mainly financial) advantages 

from becoming part of the Foundation Trust. 

A Foundation Trust is required to have a 

membership list that reflects the population 

which it serves and L&D already has 16000 

members.  In order to ensure that Bedford 

Hospital is properly represented in the deci-

sion-making that lies ahead, it is important 

that as many Bedford residents as possible 

join and that includes Oakley and the other villages. There are no obligations or duties associated 

with being a member of the Foundation Trust and there is no cost to you in time or money.  The 

benefits include having a say about how the Trust manages its affairs and you would receive news-

letters and updates. You could have direct access to the Board of Governors or even stand for elec-

tion as a Governor.  You could raise concerns about the way the hospitals are being run or offer ide-

as for improvement.  You would also become eligible for Health Service discounts when shopping 

online.  There is nothing to lose, so sign up today! 

Telephone 01582 718333 or complete the membership form enclosed with this newsletter or online 

at www.bedfordhospital.nhs.uk            Michael Frampton 

mailto:VolCoordSEM@britishlegion.org.uk
http://www.bedfordhospital.nhs.uk
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This is just to let you know some great 
news ï we have two parents who have 
volunteered to take over the running of 
Oakley Brownies ï Lindsay and Mel ï 
they will both undertake the Leadership 
Qualifications in September.  

Thanks to Brenda, Lindy and Helen for 
their efforts in recruiting new leaders ï it 
is great to know that Oakley Brownies 
will continue into the future.  

It will be great to welcome Lindsay and 
Mel to Twinwoods District and North Beds 
Division. 

 

Jane Thompson       District Commisioner 

New Brownie Leaders 

 Found to start 

September 2018 
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THE THROW AWAY SOCIETY          Oakley Show 2018  

 

As you will have noticed 

there is a 'leaflet' within this 

newsletter. I hope you have 

not done the usual thing with 

such an item, namely throw-

ing it into the recycling bin 

without giving it a second 

glance. 

The said item gives the de-

tails of our expanding Oakley 

Show. 

If you put in an entry, or vis-

ited the show last year it will 

be evident that some of the 

classes are the same but the 

entry criteria are different. 

So, for example, if you cannot make a decent scone but pastry is your forte, go for it. 

One entrant from last year suggested that we have a technical challenge, a touch of The Great 

British Bake Off! If you have an idea for an additional challenge, let us know. 

The committee for the show is well aware that there is a lot of hidden talent in Oakley. Stop 

hiding your light under a bushel, let it shine forth and be seen.  

Thus if you have dispatched the form into the recycling bin, go and retrieve it, read it, then 

make a positive decision to put an entry or two into the Show.  

Please.                                                                                                           Jean Weston  


