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Parish Council News 

     Summer 2019 
By Jane Walker (Chair)  

Chairmanôs report for Annual Parish 

meeting on 2nd April 2019 -   

Although I was Vice Chair of the parish 

council when this report was given to 

the Annual parish meeting, I chaired the 

meeting as Paul Philips our chair was 

unwell. I am now acting Chair until Paul 

returns to his role on the parish council. 

Everyone on the parish council, and I 

am sure the village, wishes him well and 

we are looking forward to having him 

back at the helm, managing us in his 

quiet but firm way. 

Thank you 

Before I update you on what the parish 

council have been doing this last year, I 

want to thank lots of people who have 

volunteered their time over the last few 

months. Firstly we have to thank Ann 

Paice. I am not sure where we would be 

without her. She puts in so much extra 

time and her knowledge and dedication 

have been exemplary; Bill Chalker, our 

Newsletter editor who does an amazing 

job of getting all of the articles in on 

time and always hits the exact deadlines 

he has set for publication; The NDP 

group who have put in hours of work to 

produce the plan for the village; the 

speed watch group who make sure we 

do not rest on our laurels with the speed 

cameras and are helping to keep the 

speed down on the other roads; parish 

councillors who all are involved in vari-

ous volunteering roles around the village 

and so give so much of their time; Sara 

Farndon and her Village Directory team 

who each year produce the useful docu-

ment that we all use throughout the 

year; the volunteers who keep our vil-

lage sign planting looking beautiful. This 

year I want to particularly mention the 

volunteers who have renovated the war 

memorial. They have worked really hard 

to cut back the trees and bushes sur-

rounding it and renovating the memorial 

itself so that we have somewhere to lay 

the wreaths. Sorry that sounded a bit 

like the Oscars but there are so  

Continued on page 3 
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many unsung volunteers who work hard in this 

village all year round, that I wanted to let them 

how thankful we are. 

Grass cutting 

On to business from the year. Last summer was 

incredibly long and hot and followed the latest 

snowfall we have had in a long time. The verges 

were churned up but village grassed areas looked 

parched. Along with this we had a lot of com-

plaints about the new grass cutters we had em-

ployed. As a result, we have chosen different con-

tractors this year, so we hope for better results 

and so far things are looking good. Please let Ann 

Paice know if there are any areas you are unhap-

py with. 

Youth Club. 

The village youth club goes from strength to 

strength, led by Dawn Pither who has been amaz-

ing at persuading residents and companies to do-

nate items to make it feel more welcoming and 

fun for the young people. The parish council con-

tinue to support the club financially and Dawn is 

now looking to open a separate club for older chil-

dren. We wish her as much success with that as 

the current one. 

Speed watch 

The Speed watch group gave a presentation to the 

meeting and explained that the parish council 

have purchased a moveable speed sign that the 

group have undertaken to keep moving around 

the village to keep reminding drivers to slow 

down. It will be interesting to hear what the data 

from it says. We also have data each month from 

the average speed cameras and, whilst we do not 

publish the figures for each camera, we do report 

in the council minutes on the number of prosecu-

tions each month. It has gone down tremendously 

from when we started which shows they are work-

ing as a deterrent, but we do still have quite a 

number of drivers who go well over the limits par-

ticularly on Pavenham Road. These were not 

working for a while so drivers seem to have taken 

advantage of that. However they are now on per-

manently and recording a large number of speed-

ing cars. 

Budget 

There is a report from Ann on page four in the 

newsletter which outlines the budget position from 

last year and explains how much we are asking 

for via the precept this year. I will highlight some 

of the things that we intend to spend the money 

on. 

We pushed the Boroughôs planning department, 

very hard, for a pedestrian crossing at the new 

Parrot Close site on Lovell Road. This ultimately 

could be a development of 25 houses with no 

means of safely walking into the village. Our re-

quest was not taken up by the planners however, 

so we have decided to use the developer contribu-

tions from the site, along with money from the 

precept, to commission a crossing there. We also 

know that the bollards around the Green, alt-

hough now collared, will not last for many more 

years so we will be replacing a few each year on a 

rolling programme. Also on a rolling programme 

of replacement we will be exchanging existing lit-

ter bins for the dual waste/dog bins.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pat Olney 

This year, after 33 years as a Borough Councillor, 

Pat Olney stood down from the Borough Council. 

The parish council thanked her for all her hard 

work and dedication to the village over so many 

years and presented her with a plaque and a gift 

voucher for the Art shop in Bedford as we under-

stand sheôs looking forward to having more time 

to indulge her hobby of painting.  

Thank you Pat for devoting so much of your time 

to helping everyone in this village. 

Oakley Carnival  

Finally, please do not forget it is the 

Oakley carnival this year on 6th July. The Carnival 

committee have other events planned before that 

so please support them whenever you can.  

Additional item since the APM 

The Community litter pick was a big success this 

year. Thank you to the scouts for providing re-

freshments and to Whites Engineering for provid-

ing Cream eggs for all children participating. 

Thank you also to the Oakley Post office for sourc-

ing the cream eggs and providing them at cost 

price. A lot of villagers turned up for the event 

and they did a great job of clearing the litter from 

ditches, alleyways and verges where our usual 

litter picker is not contracted to go. Thank you. 

Congratulations to Jon Abbott who was elected to 

take over from Pat Olney as our new Borough 

Councillor. We look forward to working with Jon to 

ensure that the village and itôs residents are 

strongly represented on the Borough Council. 

Jane Walker  (Chair) 
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OAKLEY SHOW 

 

As you will have discovered this newsletter contains the programme for Oakley Show, 

which includes an entry form.  

Please do not put it in "a safe place", to be dealt with later. We all know what 

happens, these places are so safe we cannot find them when needs be.  

Pin it to your notice board or calendar, stick it on a cupboard door or put it where you 

can find it after deciding what you are going to enter. 

 

Remember this is not The Chelsea Flower Show, but a way of showcasing many talents 

that abound in the village. All monies raised from this event goes towards the upkeep of 

the village hall, a very necessary part of Oakley. 

 

Some of the classes need a bit of forethought, and some can be left until later.  

Just have a go, even if you only put in one entry. At least come and see what others 

have done and perhaps go home with someone's efforts following the auction that      

happens after the show. 

Jean Weston 
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Oakley Pre-school News 

 

Summer term is well underway and we are busy 

preparing 22 of our older children for their transi-

tion to primary school. 

Over the last few years we have been looking into 

moving our setting from its current home at the 

Oakley Methodist Church Hall, to a larger more 

accessible building more suitable for the age of 

the children that we cater for. The broadening of 

the criteria for Two Year Old Funding and the in-

troduction of 30 Hour funded childcare for 3 and 4 

year olds has seen a strain put on the resources 

that our current premises offer us. 

We have been working towards a purpose built 

pre-school with space for more children and a 

separate room for the growing number of two 

year olds accessing our setting. Our management 

committee and dedicated staff members have 

worked tirelessly to fundraise and ensure that this 

much needed new facility for our village goes 

ahead.  

After looking into many options, we have been 

lucky enough to be offered a lease on part of the 

field behind the current pre-school to build an eco

-friendly type building with accessible access. The 

new premises will include child sized toilets, a 

nurture room and library, open views and access 

onto the field via a covered decking with space to 

increase our Forest School activities.  

The Early Years are so important and we are the 

building blocks that ensure that children are moti-

vated to learn when they go on to school. The 

environment that we will create for the children 

will facilitate their learning and development with-

in an idyllic setting.  

Planning permission has now been granted for 

this project and we are extremely excited and 

proud of how far we have come so far. 

We are now asking for your help.  

We have approached all businesses within Oakley 

via letter to ask for donations and we will be 

sending flyers to all households within the village 

too.  

Please, if you feel you can help, or if your children 

benefitted from starting their educational journey 

at Oakley Pre-school, and can give a donation, no 

matter how big or small, you would be contrib-

uting towards the future of outstanding childcare 

within your community.  

Do look out for our flyers for how to donate com-

ing through your door. Feel free to get in touch 

with offers of help etc.  

For those of you on Facebook we do have a do-

nate button on our Facebook page and you can 

always contact us via the telephone and email 

contacts below. 

Admissions  

If you would like to register your child for a place 
at pre-school, please contact us on 01234 826452 
or by email: info@oakleypreschool.com  
Our website is: www.oakleypreschool.com  
 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up with our latest 

news and events.  

For information on funding you can contact the 

Family Information Service 0800 023 2057                             

Sally Martiello 
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BEDFORD BOROUGH NEWS 

 

Oakley Ward Borough Councillor 

As you will be aware from the last Oakley News-
letter, Pat Olney stood down at the Borough 
Elections on May 2nd. I am honoured to have 
been elected to represent Oakley Ward on Bed-
ford Borough Council. 

 

Your Local Area, Your Town 

The Bedford Borough Community Safety Partner-
ship (CSP) has launched the Community Safety 
Consultation and wants to hear your views. 

This Partnership includes Bedford Borough Coun-
cil, Bedfordshire Police, Bedfordshire Fire and 
Rescue and other local organisations. They work 
together towards a shared vision of ñtackling 
crime, disorder, anti-social behaviour, drug and 
alcohol misuse and increasing people perceptions 
about safety and well-being in our communities.ò 

This consultation asks what you think about your 
local area, the town centre, how safe you feel 
and your concerns around crime and anti-social 
behaviour.  

Officers from the Community Safety Partnership 
will be attending community events throughout 
the summer including the Bedford International 
Kite Festival, Eid Festival, Queens Park Multicul-
tural Parade and Fire Station open days to chat 
to local residents about this consultation.  

All the responses to this consultation will be part 
of a strategic assessment of crime and anti-
social behaviour to help the Partnership to write 
the new Community Safety Plan 2020-23. This 
Plan sets out the priorities and work for the 
Community Safety Partnership over the next few 
years. 

Chief Superintendent David Boyle, Chair of the 
Community Safety Partnership said ñThis is a 
really important consultation. Let us know what 
concerns you have in your local community, and 
help us to make sure we are addressing the is-
sues that matter to you, your local community 
and local residents across the Borough.ò 

The survey is open until Friday 2nd August 2019. 
It is available online on the Borough website at 
www.forms.bedford.gov.uk/csp You can also re-
quest a copy of the consultation via email at 
communitysafety@bedford.gov.uk. 

There are also paper copies available at Borough 
Hall, the Customer Service Centre and local li-
braries which can be sent to Consulting Bedford, 
Bedford Borough Council, Borough Hall, Cauld-
well Street, Bedford, MK42 9AP. 

 

Bedford Borough Local Plan 2021-2030 

The local plan is now moving into its examination 
stage, with the hearing session having opened 
on Wednesday 29 May 2019 at 9:30am. These 
will run for four weeks on the following days: 

 

 

 

Venue: Committee Room 1, Bedford Borough 
Council, Borough Hall, Cauldwell Street, Bedford 
MK42 9AP 

These sessions are open to the public, if you 
wish to attend. 

 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

 

 

Date from Date to Number 
of days 

Wednesday 29 
May 

Friday 31 May 3 

Tuesday 4 June Friday 7 June 4 

Tuesday 18 June Friday 21 June 4 

Monday 24 June Thursday 27 
June 

4 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

Thank you for 33 years as your Borough Councillor by Pat Olney 

I have had so many good wishes from everyone on my retirement from being your Borough Council 

that I thought I would record some of the highlights from my 33 years. The biggest highlight has 

been working with you all and the Parish Council to achieve so much to make Oakley a good place to 

live and work. 

Cynthia Calton, Chair of the Parish Council, worked with me as the Borough Councillor and the devel-

opers and bought the Village Green for Ã1.00 for you all to enjoy. Oakley Residents Group and the 

Parish Council achieved the Lorry ban through the village and the Oakley Village Plan. They realised  

all  their goals in 5 years. These included refurbishing the Play Area on the Green, attending Local 

Plan enquiries and making sure that we retained the gap between Oakley and Clapham.  

I worked with the Friends of the Old School, originally OSCAR, to make sure that the Old School be-

came a community Building. The young as well as elderly people enjoy the facilities there and my 

daughters had their wedding receptions there.  I was involved in the rebuilding of the village Hall 

again with everyone working together to achieve this much-used building. All the village organisations 

worked together to get the Eastern and South- east Region Best Kept Village Award and the Village 

was a runner up nationally. 

The Carnival was originally started to bring everyone together and is continuing to this day. Do not 

forget to attend the Carnival this year on July 6th. I must mention the Allotments and Linch Furlong 

and the people who made it happen. The Parish Council have a 99 year lease to preserve the latter as 

a nature reserve . Browns Wood was planted with nearly 30,000 trees for the year 2000. 

The latest project has been the Neighbourhood Plan which should keep Oakley green and a lovely 

community to live in. I have enjoyed working with you all and representing Oakley concerns at the 

Borough Council as well as working on many tasks, a prime one being to keep Bedford Hospital open 

and serving the residents of this borough. It is difficult to pick out individuals because there have 

been so many people who have given their time and commitment to this village.  

Thank you all for an enjoyable and interesting 33 years .                                               Pat Olney 
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Westfield House Open Garden Sunday 12 May  

in aid of the Church Organ Refurbishment 
I had a sense of The Secret Garden as I ventured into a part of 

Oakley that I had never visited before. There was a long, long 

drive enveloped by trees on either side that felt a bit like it would 

go on forever. This ended in a turn into a field containing some 

of the oldest trees I have 

encountered in the village ï 

but everything was still 

tantalisingly tucked out of 

view behind hedges. A 

friendly greeting at the 

gate allowed us to enter 

through the hedge and a 

series of vistas ensued.  

Long lawns where the vil-

lage children ran and ran 

and ran, beautiful beds of 

perennials, pretty greenhouses with tempting deckchairs where 

some of the older visitors had succumbed to the beautiful sunny 

day with which we had been blessed. Walking around another 

corner I came across a thatched summer house trailing with wis-

teria where Saxaphrenia played for our delight. There were tin-

kling streams, serene ponds and large areas of natural rock ab-

sorbed into the design. The 

gardens at Westfield were 

created by Percy Cane in 

the 1960s for Mr E F Da-

vison following the pur-

chase of the house from the 

Quenby family. 

I must say that I enjoyed 

the discovery of further 

walled gardens, fountains 

and lawns and all surround-

ing a cosy house that sits 

comfortably in its surroundings. Following the sound of bone chi-

na being carefully placed in saucers I found the ladies of the vil-

lage serving tea and cakes to many of the visitors who were busy 

catching up with each other. Over 200 visitors enjoyed the garden on Sunday afternoon. 

I was very pleased to hear from Michael Frampton that more than Ã1,400 was raised on the day; the 

money will form part of the organ fund for St Maryôs Church. The organ refurbishment is already un-

der way but there will be a need for maintenance and regular servicing which has not been undertak-

en in recent years. He would also like to pass his thanks on to the many contributors of cakes, the 

ladies that worked so hard on the refreshments and Susan and John Ainsworth who kindly made their 

home available for the afternoon.                                                                Bill Chalker, Editor 


