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Parish Council News 

     Summer 2020 

Chairmanôs report for Annual 

Parish meeting on 12th May 

2020 -   

This municipal year started and ended in 

a very strange way. We started early 

last summer, with an incursion onto the 

village green, by a large number of trav-

eller caravans. This was the first time 

the village had experienced, what a lot 

of other villages and communities in 

Bedford had been experiencing for some 

time. It was very frightening for many 

people but, as the village green is 

owned by the Parish Council, we were 

able to immediately call in the bailiffs 

and the caravans had all left by the end 

of the following day. Bollards around the 

Green are now being strengthened and 

new bollards on Grange Close Green 

have been installed to try and prevent 

further encampments in the future. 

The year is ending in an even more sur-

real situation, with the country in lock 

down and all meetings being moved 

online. I am grateful to all of the parish 

councillors and to Ann Paice who have 

all quickly adapted to the new way of 

meeting. So far we have held two meet-

ings where everyone has been involved 

and we hope as the year goes on and 

residents get used to looking for ñZoom 

meeting IDsò we will also have members 

of the public joining in to listen and ask 

questions at the public open session 

parts of the meetings. 

Neighbourhood development plan 

We are delighted that earlier this year, 

the village voted to approve the Neigh-

bourhood development plan.  This will 

now give us a stronger case when reply-

ing to planning consultations in the vil-

lage. It also means we will receive 25% 

of the levy placed on each property 

(Community Infrastructure Levey (CIL)) 

to allocate to projects in the village. This 

is an extra 10% over what we were re-

ceiving before. The Parish Council and 

the NDP group will use the responses to 

the new plan to decide how the money 

from any new developments will be 

spent.               Continued on page 3 
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Budget 

The decision was taken to ask for a 2% increase 

in the parishôs part of the council tax (Precept) 

Although this will not give us enough money to 

carry out any major projects we will plan for 

those when we have CIL money to spend. In-

stead, this yearôs precept will mainly be spent on 

refurbishing areas of the village.  

The largest single expenditure will be on new 

gates on the play area at the Furlong. We hope 

this will make it safer and cleaner for families to 

use. We will also continue with our programme of 

replacing waste bins with dual dog/litter bins and 

this year we intend to replace the bin on the 

green area at the end of Reynes Drive nearest the 

High Street.  

Please remember that all waste bins are now able 

to take both dog waste and litter, so if you find a 

dedicated dog waste bin is full, please put it in 

another bin nearby. 

Finally, we hope to be able to do some work on 

the Brockwell meadow to improve the biodiversity 

there and make it more of a natural space rather 

than just an open field. Patrick Knight will be su-

pervising this and if we are able, he is planning to 

arrange nature walks in various locations in the 

village to highlight the existing biodiversity and 

explain his plans for the meadow.  

Along with this the parish council has supported 

the following local organisations with grants in the 

last year: Pre-School, the Day Centre, the Youth 

Club, Bedfordshire Scouts and the Royal British 

Legion. 

Railway bridge ï Highfield Road 

After installing new overhead electric cables over 

the railway line alongside the village, Network rail 

decided they needed to increase the height of the 

parapets on the bridge at Highfield Road.  

Instead of rebuilding the bridge parapets they in-

stalled ugly concrete coping stones which were 

completely out of keeping with the bridge. After a 

lot of lobbying from local people and the parish 

council, with the help of the Borough Council, 

they agreed to remove the silver grey stones and 

look for alternatives.  

As the bridge height needed to be raised before 

the wires became live, a darker grey stone was 

added which has temporary permission for one 

year The parish council will be looking closely at 

the alternatives they offer before it is given per-

manent permission at the end of the year.  

 

Bottle bank 

At the beginning of last year, the Bedford Arms 

was taken over by new owners who did not want 

the bottle bank to remain in their car park. We 

were very lucky that the Village Hall committee 

agreed for it to be moved to their car park and on 

the whole, it has been kept tidy and free of litter 

around it. Thank you all very much for not leaving 

empty bottles and boxes at the site and thank you 

to the Village Hall committee for enabling us to 

keep this facility in the village. 

Thank you 

Finally, I want to end with a thank you to all the 

volunteers and parish council staff in the village 

who give so much time to making Oakley such a 

wonderful place to live. I know that during this 

lock down there are friends and neighbours all 

over the village who are helping people who are 

shielded or self-isolating and generally helping 

keep peopleôs spirits up. Thank you all on behalf 

of the whole village. 

As far as the parish councilôs volunteers go, thank 

you to all of the councillors who work so hard for 

the village throughout the year and particularly to 

Ann Paice who goes well beyond her job as clerk, 

to support us.  

Also, to Bill Chalker who edits the quarterly news-

letter with no fuss or fanfare but gives us a great 

way to communicate with everyone in the village.  

Thank you to Susan, our litter picker, who keeps 

the village so tidy and to the team who plant and 

maintain the village signs.  

Thank you to Sara Farndon and her team for an-

other valuable Village Directory. It would be great 

if we can all make full use of it this year to make 

sure that we are supporting local businesses in 

this difficult time.  

Thank you also to the carnival committee team 

for another fun day last summer.  

Thank you to Dave Ursell who has repainted and 

refurbished the area around the Memorial at the 

cross roads and made it ready for our VE day 

commemoration on 8th May.  

Thank you to the speed watch team who continue 

to monitor speeds on our non-camera roads, so 

that we can make the whole village as safe as 

possible. 

Finally thank you to Phil Supple for his magnifi-

cent Christmas lights display. 

Jane Walker  (Outgoing Chair) 
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This has been a very interesting 12 months, with 

no one expecting the town, Borough, or country 

to be in the situation we find ourselves in today. 

We can also be certain that when this is over 

things will not return to how things were. 

The last twelve months started with Pat Olney 

standing down after 33 years as the Borough 

Councillor for Oakley. Pat served the community 

tirelessly over this time and has left big shoes to 

fill. The Borough Council officially recognised 

Patôs service to the community by making her an 

Honorary Alderwoman at a ceremony held in 

January, at the Harpur Suite. The overall shape 

of the council did not change at the election, 

with a Liberal Democrat/Labour executive plus 

Doug McMurdo the independent Councillor for 

Sharnbrook. This has meant continuity for the 

Borough and the services provided.  

Transport 

There has been major infrastructure work carried 

out on roads across the Borough, with the imple-

mentation of the Transporting Bedford 2020 

plan, which has looked to improve traffic flows 

on some major roads in both the north and the 

south of the town. The works on Manton Lane 

were designed to try and improve traffic flows 

around Bedford Modern School, by increasing the 

width of the road, providing a dedicated filter 

lane for the school and reinstating the footbridge 

that was removed over 10 years ago. All works 

apart from the footbridge have now been com-

pleted and the bridge is still due to be installed 

over the summer. There will also be further im-

provement works carried out to the roundabout 

at the end of The Paula Radcliffe Way to install 

traffic lights to help the peak-time flows. 

Work has also been ongoing at Britannia Road by 

the hospital to help improve the flow on this ma-

jor artery. Due to finding additional utilities un-

der the road that required moving and also Covid

-19 pandemic, this work has slipped and should 

now be finished by the end of June. Works will 

then start at the Cowbridge Junction and on re-

building Ampthill Road. The Council also found 

itself having to rebuild the A6 Bypass at Wilstead 

after the road collapsed. Now that work is com-

pleted they will start on the Ampthill Road be-

yond the Interchange Park.  

Unfortunately, as all of this was going on Net-

work Rail, as part of their plans to electrify the 

Midland Mainline north of Bedford, decided to 

close Bromham Road to replace the central part 

of the road bridge over the railway. This was 

done with little consultation with the council and 

caused additional traffic to be funnelled through 

the village and over the narrow river bridges. 

This work is finally due to be completed in the 

summer.  

As part of the electrification the bridge parapets 

on overbridges have had to be raised or re-

placed. This has led to the parapets on Highfield 

Road being raised with GRP pieces that the 

council does not feel is appropriate for the loca-

tion. This has been raised a number of times by 

the Borough with Network Rail to see if a more 

suitable alterative can be found. The current 

measures have temporary planning permission 

with the hope that something more suitable will 

be put forward for the permanent permission. 

During the year Stagecoach withdrew many of  

No 51 services that ran beyond Oakley towards 

Rushden. The Council worked with Grant Palmer 

to ensure that there was still a service at key 

times that served Pavenham and the villages 

north of Oakley.  

 

Local Plan 

 

This was finally adopted at the Full Council held 

on the 15th January with work starting immedi-

ately on the next Local Plan to run until at least 

2040. The inquiry for the Bedford Borough Plan 

was held over the summer of 2019 and there 

were a few major changes recommended by the 

inspectors, before the plan could be formally 

made. During the time of the plan being inspect-

ed Bedford Borough was subjected to a large 

number of speculative applications for major de-

velopment due to a change in how the potential 

land supply for housing was calculated. This 

meant that some schemes that would not have 

been part of the Bedford Borough Local Plan, or 

individual Neighbourhood Development plans, 

had to be passed by the planning committee. 

Oakley has been one of the first villages to have 

their local plan made, having won an over-

whelming majority at the referendum that was 

held in February. This is thanks to the hard work 

of the NDP group who ensured that a robust 

plan was created. The plan allows the village to 

have a say in any major development that is 

proposed within its boundary. 

Council Tax 

Just prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, the Borough 

Council budget was agreed with an increase of 

1.85% in Council Tax plus 2% for adult social 

care.  This allowed for a balanced budget that 

meant that at the time there would be no cuts 

to services. Events have overtaken the Council 

since then and a further budget is now proposed 

for June 2020. 

Continued overleaf :-  
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

Phantom Sprayer 
I have just walked around 
the Station Road Field and it 
is the worst place in the vil-
lage for dog mess. 

I have this morning used a 
whole new tin of spray on 
one quarter portion of the 
field, and it looks as if it is the same two or 
three people allow their dogs, as the ópooô is dis-
tinguishable as mostly coming from just a very 
few dogs at very regular intervals.   

There was even dog mess among the farmerôs 
crop ï yes the food grown for our consump-
tion!!! 

It is disappointing to find there are still some 

people who are thoughtless enough to allow 

their dogs to mess on the footpath and around 

the fields. This is not only very unhygienic but 

also very unpleasant and distasteful for other 

walkers. 

It is not acceptable to leave the dog mess any-
where at all, particularly when we have many 
bins around the village to properly dispose of it, 
nor is it acceptable to bag it and leave it in the 
bag either on the path the field edge or the 
hedge. 

Sometimes the Borough fail to empty the bins 

and we are left with overfull bins, which I report 

on the Clean Streets app whenever it happens. 

The Parish Council is hoping to gradually replace 

all the bins with the bigger dual-purpose bins. 

Covid-19 

It would be remiss not to finish on this current 
topic. This has caused the most major change in 
lifestyle that pretty much anyone alive will have 
experienced. The way local communities have 
rallied round to support one another has been 
very heartening to see. At the end of March the 
Council set up The Community Hub, in conjunc-
tion with CVS, to help ensure that elderly and 
vulnerable people were supported. This has been 
(and continues to be) manned by Council staff, 
who along with over 600 volunteers, have been 
delivering food parcels, care packages and offer-
ing assistance with shopping and other services. 

 Thank you to everyone who has been involved, 
either offering support within the village or with 
the Hub or any one of the other groups which 
has been providing assistance.  

 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

Oakley Neighbourhood Plan Report  
 

Oakley now has a statutory Neighbourhood Development Plan.  

Congratulations to everyone in Oakley for sustaining this over 3 years. Decisions on any planning 

application in Oakley needs to take account of the plan. How did we get there? Read on-  

Bedford Borough Council on the 23rd of March 2020 ñmadeò (brought into legal force) the Oakley 

Neighbourhood Development Plan. The plan is now part of the development plan for the Bedford Bor-

ough Council.  

This was a result of the referendum on the 27th of February 2020 when more than 50% of those who 

voted were in favour of the plan being used to help to decide planning applications. 

The Oakley Neighbourhood Plan group (NDP) is a subcommittee of the Oakley Parish Council and is 

comprised of parish councillors and residents of the village.  

Over 3 years they found out by consultations how you would like the village to develop and what you 

felt was important to you as a village community. Bedfordshire Rural Community Charity conducted 

a housing survey, engaging a consultant, Urban Graphics, who guided us through the legal parts of 

forming the NDP and successfully brought us to the examiner stage. Different members of the group 

went through government guidance, Bedford Borough Local Plan policies and background papers to 

put together the plan so that it could proceed to examination. It was examined by the independent 

Examiner Wendy Burden who determined that, subject to modifications, the plan met the basic con-

ditions and should proceed to referendum. 

It is now a statutory Planning document and planning applications in the future must take into con-

sideration the policies in the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan.  Bedford Borough Planning Officers must 

also take into consideration those policies when making their decisions on planning applications. 

Recently, when a planning application came forward for houses in Pavenham Road, the NDP group 

and the Parish Council were able to use the Oakley Neighbourhood Development Plan to object to 

that development. 

The Future ï The NDP group will continue to monitor the plan for the Parish Council and continue to 

respond to the emerging Borough Local Plan each time reporting the findings to the Parish Council 

for their consideration. 

Thank you to the members of the group for successfully piloting the plan through the different stag-
es. The professionalism and the care they took over many years shows a dedication to Oakley Vil-
lage. Thank you to the residents who responded to consultations and gave advice and support during 
this time. Thank you to the officers of the Bedford Borough Council who read through the document 
several times and who responded to questions and gave advice freely, Thank you to the Oakley Par-
ish Council who supported the NDP who also contributed to the successful outcome. 

Cllr Pat Olney Chairwoman of the Oakley Neighbourhood Plan Group 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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If you have things that you no longer want, or need, that can be reused donôt throw them away. Do-

nate instead and give them a new life. Due to the coronavirus outbreak, many charities are strug-

gling due to a lack of donations and so a lack of income. Emmaus at Carlton is reopening for dona-

tions on Wednesday 27 May. Emmaus Village Carlton provides a home and meaningful work for for-

merly homeless adults in Bedfordshire.  

The site will reopen for donating items from Wednesday 27 May, and will be open Wednesday-

Sunday from 10.30am-4pm. Items accepted include clothing, books, upholstered furniture with a fire 

label attached, electrical items less than 10 years old in good working order.  At the current time, 

Emmaus is not able to offer their usual collection service. 

People wishing to make a donation must book an appointment before visiting, to manage visitor 

numbers and ensure everyone can social distance while visiting. Visitors without an appointment will 

be asked to book and return at another day/time. You can book an appointment by calling 01234 

720826, Wednesday ï Sunday, 10.30am ï 4pm. 

Angela Foll, Chief Officer from Emmaus Village Carlton said ñThe closure of our site due to COVID-19 

has closed our ability to generate income. We rely on the income from good quality donated items 

that we can sell in our shops to support up to 42 formerly homeless people living and working on our 

site. More than ever, we are asking customers to support us and think about donating their good 

quality items to us rather than sending them to landfill.ò  Visit www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton to 

find out more.  
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Locals with Interesting Lives 

The pandemic has brought great chaos to most peo-
pleôs lives whether it has impacted them emotionally, 
financially, or educationally. But for me it has been 
remote, numbers to be tracked on graphs publicly 
displayed, although greatly feared due to my own 
health situation. 

When I heard of a family in the village who have ex-
perienced it personally, due to their role in the NHS, 
I felt this should be recorded to acknowledge what 
those who are on the front line are going through. 

I first met Emmylou when she volunteered to help 
the Brownies go away on an adventure weekend 
with my wife who was a leader at the time. When I 
reached out to her to tell her families story she read-
ily agreed. 

Emmylou works part time as a Nurse at the Bedford 
Hospital whilst her husband Harold works as an ITU 
Nurse at John Radcliffe Hospital in the Cardiothoracic 
Critical Care Unit. Back at the start of the pandemic 
(early March) Harold had spent two days caring for a surgical patient but on his next day off he was 
phoned by the hospital and told that the patient had come down with the virus. He had no PPE at that 
time so the family went into quarantine. The children got worried that their parents had caught it and 
then on the seventh day they both went down with symptoms!  They went into quarantine but they 
have two school age children who still needed looking after and feeding. Harold took two weeks to 
recover whilst Emmylou took three. Emmylou has found working in her garden very therapeutic whilst 
recovering although she is worried that her neighbours, who are used to her being chatty, were put 
off with a smile and a wave because Emmylou was worried that by speaking she may transmit the 

virus. 

Emmylou reckons his speedier recovery was due to 
Haroldôs fitness regime ï apparently on a Friday he 
leaves home earlier (before 5pm!) so that he can cy-
cle from Bicester to the Hospital in Oxford. When he 
got back to work of course everything had changed 
as his ward is now an eighteen bed ICU of Covid19 
patients. He now has full protection to wear and be-
fore leaving hospital to go home he now showers and 
has a complete change of clothes. Harold also now 
carries a huge emotional burden because of what he 
is seeing and experiencing. He often wakes up an 
hour earlier than normal to catch up and spend some 
time with his family and squeeze exercise time before 
leaving for work. He works a twelve hour shift and 
drives for three hours five days a week. But he chose 
this job to make sure he is with his family every 
weekend.  

How have the family been handling it ? Well, Em-
mylou is very grateful to her teenage daughter who 

has stepped up to help her sister with the home schooling although this puts her under stress to try 
and get her own homework done when Mum has to go to work. Emmylou trained them in household 
chores such as cooking, doing laundry, ironing and cleaning while their parents are busy at work sav-
ing lives. They all go out cycling for exercise and this was going well until the girls came back in tears 
after trying to cycle around the village on their own ï apparently people were less than thoughtful to-
wards the girls in coping with the distancing. The girls love to join in the clapping on a Thursday 
evening trying to be the loudest for their ñPapaò  and it makes them feel very proud of their parents. 

Emmylou has found the support in the village to be heart-warming with gifts of cakes, notes of 
thanks, and bouquets of flowers. But she is especially proud of her husband who has been in the 
ñCovid-19 War Zone since the pandemic beganò.  

They both had now negative swab results and apparently they are being tested at work on a weekly 
basis. Harold had his antibodies test done and Emmylou will have it done in June. They are now back 
chatting to neighbours and help in any way they can as they believe that any simple act of kindness 
brings joy in their hearts and is a good role model to their children.  

I think I speak for all of the village when I say a big Thank You to Emmylou and Harold Te, and their 
family for all they have done and are doing for us. Our thoughts and prayers are always with all the 
Key Workers who are keeping this country moving.                                     Bill Chalker, Editor 
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OAKLEY SHOW 2020 Cancelled 

It is with great regret that it has been decided by the show committee and the village hall com-

mittee that in the face of the unknown factors surrounding Covid19 this year's show is cancelled. 

There is simply not enough time to organize the event. We had the basics sorted but have not 

been able to add the details so rather than leaving it in the hope life could be more normal we 

made the decision to cancel. 

         But do not despair if you are an artist. This remark is aimed at adults and children.  

 Wanted for Sunday 12th September 2021 when the Show will take place in the village hall 

ADULTS:  

We would like you to design an A4 - sized poster which will be displayed in the notice boards 

around the village nearer the time of the show.  Use your imagination and your favourite art me-

dium. The winner of this will be the inaugural recipient of the Terry Youngman trophy. (see oppo-

site page) 

CHILDREN: 

Could you also do a poster advertising the show. If your poster is shown in the Village newsletter 

you will receive a certificate. 

All entries to have on their reverse side; the person's name; if a child aged 16 years old or young-

er their age; contact details of telephone number or e-mail address of an adult.  

                                    Entries must be with me by 1st August 2020, I live at 10 Grenidge Way. 

          Jean Weston. (Email j.weston370 @btinternet.com)  
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Promoting Young Artists in Oakley 

Good news for all artists in our community! I am 

delighted that, although Oakley Show has been 

cancelled, an art category will go ahead and I 

shall have the opportunity to present the Terry 

Youngman trophy to the first adult winner and 

certificates to the children. There are doubtless 

many of you who have discovered creative talents 

during this extraordinary period, as well as those 

already seasoned artists who are honing their 

skills in the extra hours gifted by home confine-

ment.  

I hope to reignite discussions about promoting art 

within our local schools, which were brought to a 

halt by lockdown, with both Oakley Primary and 

Lincroft Academies as soon as school life has re-

turned to some semblance of normality. I appreci-

ate that this unlikely to be for some time as the 

schools' priorities will be to get the academic 

timetable up and running again. 

So, in the meantime, children (as well as the 

grown-ups), let your 

imaginations run riot 

and come up with 

some eye-catching 

posters for Oakley 

Show 2021! 

Anne Youngman 

Word Search Puzzles 

Since we have been in ñself-isolationñ I have been creating 

some word search puzzles, but with a slight difference. You 

have to find the words using ñKnight Movesò as in chess. 

E.g. find OAKLEY VILLAGE in the grid below! 

Letters in a cell can be used more than once in a word, but 

consecutive letters must come from different cells. Some 

are easy, but they get harder! 

Please remember, they are designed to take up a lot of 

time. Answers will appear eventually. Do try them and 

Good Luck. E-mail me if you have any queries at 

harry.lynne.moore@gmail.com                 

For more go to  

ƘǧǇǎΥκκŜƳōŜǊǘƻƴōǊƛŘƎŜŎƭǳōΦлллǿŜōƘƻǎǘŀǇǇΦŎƻƳκ

https://embertonbridgeclub.000webhostapp.com/OAKLEY/OAKLEY_PUZZLES.htm


мн 

VE day 
We have all enjoyed the recent extended 

weekend Bank Holiday, with the ñMay day 

Bank Holidayò moved to the 8th May 2020, VE 

day 75 year anniversary.  Certainly a day and 

an event to celebrate after 6 long years of con-

flict affecting the whole globe.  The end of the 

conflict could be seen coming and VE (Victory 

in Europe) was coined as early as September 

1944.  With the suicide of Hitler on the 30th 

April 1945 during the Battle for Berlin the end 

became imminent.  The signing of the uncondi-

tional surrender document at 14.21 on the 7th 

May 1945 sealed the end.  Winston Churchill 

called a Bank Holiday for the 8thMay1945 after 

assurances from the Ministry of Food that 

there were enough beer supplies in the capital! 

The Board of Trade announced that people 

could purchase Red, White and Blue bunting 

without using Ration Coupons. 

Churchill was certainly on the ball. With every-

thing that must have been going on he made 

sure that there was enough supplies for a good 

party. But this was all about the Capital.  

What about Oakley!  Things were different 

around here.  Most of the conscripts from this 

region joined the Beds and Herts Regiment.  

These troops were engaged in the fight against 

the Japanese who were a completely different 

foe.  The Japanese were a fighting race who 

used the element of surprise and an attitude of 

go forward never take a backward step, even if 

you died in the attempt.  Our troops fought 

alongside the Americans or existed in Work 

camps/Death camps while waiting to die.  The horrors of the Atomic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshi-

ma marked a change in the Japanese position and the allies celebrated the VJ day on 15th August 

1945 although the surrender was not completed until the 2nd September 1945.  Both of these days 

are known as VJ day but the 15th August 1945 is the adopted date.   

You can understand the families of Oakley, waiting for news of their relatives, friends, loved ones and 

the end of the conflict in the Far East, must have found it difficult while the rest of the country and 

the world celebrated . 

So where are we now. Boris Johnson has announced that beer will not be in short supply and we can 

all try to change that by drinking until 0100hrs on Friday and Saturday. I asked the Parish Council for 

advice about ñis it a celebration for usò or ñdo we wait until August?ò Of course we compromised and 

joined in on the May celebration.  My concern was how do we prepare the War Memorial ?  I have 

done some replanting using the addition of the PEACE roses and Verbena Union Jack (red, white and 

blue).  These you will have noticed are not flowering for the 8th May VE day but hopefully will be for 

the 15th August VJ day.  The addition of a Union flag and the painting of the railings completes what 

we are doing for now. 

You will have noticed that I wrote this prior to VE day but decided to delay having it published be-

cause I felt it may affect how people viewed VE day celebrations.  Covid 19 changed that for all of us. 

Instead we had an opportunity to practice how we can adapt and celebrate ready for the 15th AU-

GUST.  After all it is a Saturday and just needs doing. 

Dave Ursell 
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Hello everyone,  Paul Phillips here, incoming Chair of the Parish Council 

Yes even óOakley Parish Councilô is coming to terms with life under lock-

down and we have now had a few virtual meetings, the most recent be-

ing the Annual Parish Meeting on 12 May 2020 immediately followed on 

the same evening by the Annual General Meeting. The total membership 

and the personnel on Council remained the same with the only changes 

being that Jane and I changed óseatsô.  During my illness Jane Walker 

was elected Chair, thereby taking a lot of pressure away from me.  What 

a sterling job she has done and on your behalf I thank her for all her 

hard work.  I now feel that my recovery is such that I can commit myself more to Parish Council 

matters and was very happy to accept the position of Chair and Jane Walker accepted the position of 

Vice Chair. 

I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone that the Parish Council is here for your ben-

efit: the benefit of the Parish of Oakley.  Our monthly agenda is always published on the village no-

tice board and the village web site a week prior to each meeting. This is always on the first Tuesday 

of the month, except in January when the finance committee meets on the first Tuesday and the full 

council meet on the second.  The astute readers will be saying, ôso why did you meet on 12 May 

(above) ?  That was another exception to the rule!  The minutes of the meetings can be found on the 

noticeboard and the web site within a week of the meetings.  On the web site you will also be able to 

find historical minutes should you wish to refer to something earlier in the year.  Please read the 

minutes and follow the agenda and if there is anything you wish to raise please let us know.  We are 

all very approachable.  Each meeting, whether actual after lockdown or virtual during lockdown, 

starts with a public open session, when residents have the opportunity to raise issues.  Should you 

wish to silently sit in a meeting you are very welcome to do so and we would welcome your presence 

I have had the opportunity of reading an article by Dave Ursell about VE and VJ Days which is being 

published in this Newsletter and the comments that I am making should be seen as complementary 

to all that Dave has written. 

Friday 8 May 2020 saw the 75th anniversary of VE Day which marked the declaration of Victory in 

Europe when Germany surrendered and it was the start of the end of World War ll after almost six 

years of brutal battle. At 11am I had the pleasure, on behalf of all members of the Parish Council 

and Dave Ursell our custodian of the Village War Memorial, to invite near neighbours, other friends 

who were out for their daily exercise and those who were engaging through Facebook Live to join the 

Nation to share our thoughts and give thanks to our World War generation, during an impeccably 

observed two minutes silence. 

 



мп 

I am sure residents will have noticed how 

ócared forô the memorial is these days and 

this is due to the care and attention Dave 

Ursell has given to it over the last few 

years.  He has planted appropriately cho-

sen óPEACEô roses and other plants which 

will have a patriotic colour theme.  He has 

painted the railings (and a message for 

childrenééé. the design on the top of 

one of the spikes is different to all of the 

others.  Can you find it and what does it 

signify?) giving it all a real face lift. During 

his labours he has been assisted by his 

wife Val and neighbours Jenny and Lionel 

Shopland, Chris and John Cooper and Bob 

and Sandra Birch.  He also erected a flag 

pole kindly donated by Paul White, which 

was minus a FINIAL, but not for 

longééé.. Dave spoke to John Cooper and 

within a very short time, and I mean hours 

not days, Ray Cheesbrough from Reynes 

Drive arrived with the most beautiful oak 

finial which sat proudly on the top of the 

flag pole.  Talk about team work!  Thank 

you Dave, John and Ray.  It would be re-

miss of me not to mention Chris Cooper 

and her sweeping brush.  Late on Thurs-

day and early on Friday she could be seen 

cleaning the last speck of dust, leaves and sticks from anywhere near the memorial.  How annoyed 

she was, and indeed we all were, when a large lorry carrying straw bales from a location in the vil-

lage entered Highfield Road from the High Street dropping loose straw like confetti only a matter of 

minutes before our two minutes silence at 11am.  Not to be beaten, out stormed Chris with her 

broomstick, I mean brush, and in a flash the immediate area was pristine again.  

At 3pm in the afternoon of 8 May 75 years ago Sir Winston 

Churchill delivered his victory speech and crowds around 

the country celebrated.  At that very time, again at the vil-

lage War Memorial, Councillor Jane Walker raised a glass 

in remembrance of those servicemen and women who sac-

rificed so much and also to share in the celebrations of the 

beginning of the end of the 

war. Residents near to the 

memorial joined Jane observ-

ing social distancing and oth-

ers joined virtually on Face-

book Live.   

Many residents all over the 

village had individual celebra-

tions in their front gardens 

and front drives giving the 

impression of one big street 

party. At the Station Road/

High Street junction we were 

entertained by Steve Gads-

den playing many of the 

tunes from the wartime era 

on his euphonium.  Thank 

you Steve. 


