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Parish Council News 

     Summer 2021 
Hello Everyone, 

In recognition of the passing of HRH The 

Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh, on be-

half of the residents of Oakley, the Par-

ish Council arranged for our Union Flag 

to be flown at half mast from the day of 

his death until 8am on the day following 

his funeral. 

Speed Watch 

In accordance with Coronavirus Regula-
tions you will now be seeing our speed 
watch personnel operating from time to 
time around the village.  Our monitoring 
equipment and average speed cameras 
have been operating as normal.  Our 
aim is to keep our roads in Oakley as 
safe as we can from speeding motorists.  
Please comply with speed limits at all 
times, not only in Oakley but every-
where.  Should you wish to join our very 
friendly speed watch group then please 
give me a call. 

Dual Purpose Bins 

Over the last few weeks it has been sad 
to see some of our bins around the vil-
lage overflowing.  There have been oc-
casions when Bedford Borough Council 
have let us down by not emptying them.  
This is annoying and unacceptable, but 
a full bin does not mean that people can 
throw their rubbish on the ground nor 
just leave it on top of the bin.  In such 
circumstances please take your rubbish/
dog poo to the next available bin or take 
it home and put it in your own appropri-
ate bin.  My colleagues on the Parish 
Council and our families, and I know 
other caring residents, have spent time 
picking up other peoplesô strewn rub-
bish.  Please help us and do not leave 
litter/dog poo. 

Pavement/Verge Parking 

Please remember and respect the óNo 

verge parking schemeô in Lincroft, Hunts 

Path and Copthorne Close.  We have 

been assured that Bedford Borough En-

forcement Wardens will visit regularly 

with a view to enforcement by issuing 

tickets.  They will also attend to other 

illegal parking within their remit such as 

the yellow lines at High Street/Reynes 

Drive junction.   
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Front Cover   :   Summer Fields 

  By   Maisie Buckhurst  (9) 
 
 
The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley 
Parish Council and delivered by 
parish councillors free to every 
house in Oakley ï about 1,000 

copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  
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Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
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Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 
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Pavement/Verge Parking - continued 

It seems that an increasing number of motorists 
think that it is acceptable to park on the pave-
ment or on the verge, rather than park on the 
road WHERE THEY SHOULD BE.  Please do not do 
it; keep our verges looking nice and cared for and 
keep our pavements for purpose for which they 
were intended. 

Linch Furlong 

The changing days, weeks, months and seasons 
can be seen so very clearly in Linch Furlong, a 
part of the village we are very proud of.  The first 
sight of blue violets emerged in early spring coin-
ciding with Mothersô Day and before we knew it, 
adjacent to every footpath was a carpet of blue 
and as we admired them these delicate but well- 
formed flowers stood ó tallô for us. They lasted 
quite a while and long enough for the beautiful 
cowslips to take their place.  To me the display of 
cowslips in Linch Furlong has been outstanding.  
The photographs will act as a reminder to those 
who visited Linch Furlong and for those who did 
not I hope they will show what delights are availa-
ble to us. 

Highfield Road Railway Bridge. 

I thought I should let you know that we still do 
not know what is happening about the unsightly 
mess on Highfield Road Bridge.  Network Rail 
have submitted slightly amended plans to Bedford 
Borough Council for alterations to this bridge.  

Their proposals will not improve its overall ap-
pearance from what they have done to it already.  
They are proposing to put a brick facia over the 
copings designed to match the existing brickwork 
and an improved criss /cross wire at each end in 
place of the Arris fencing that is there at present.  
New parapets need building which are in keeping 
with the amenity of the village.  The Parish Coun-
cil has objected all along and continues to do so.  
Though the consultation period will have ended by 
the time you receive this newsletter, if you have a 
view then I think you should express it to Bedford 
Borough Council Planning Department or to 
www.bedford.gov.uk/searchplans and follow the 
links.  The reference number is 20/02157/P18. 

I think my 
job is done 
and I will 
sign off. Be-
fore doing 
so can I 
once again 

thank all of the Parish Councillors for what they do 
for the good of our village and all of the other vol-
unteers who give their time so generously.  
Thanks as always to Bill Chalker, our Newsletter 
Editor, who continues to do a sterling job and to 
you for your support and for reading this newslet-
ter.  I wish you a healthy, safe and enjoyable 
summer and that the rain and the rather cool 
temperatures are soon replaced with something 
more seasonal. 

Paul Phillips , Chairman.  
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My contact 

email is 

changing 

 
Note from the Editor 

 

Just when you think things are going according 

to plan along comes another ripple in the fabric 

of life. Maybe not on the scale of a pandemic but 

enough to cause a lot of hassle to fix. 

When I started as Editor I was concerned that if I 

was out and about my usual email would not 

work if I was away from home so I invested in 

my own Domain name which my mobile phone 

service could access. But Microsoft have cut off 

third party domains because of security issues so 

I lost access to it from 30 April 2021 . 

So for future emails please use 

bill@chalker.eclipse.co.uk    

Bus travel  

consultation 

 

In December 2021 Bedford 

Borough Council will be 

tendering the Rural Public Bus Network. 

As part of the review we are keen to hear about 

how residents currently use transport around the 

Borough and how we may improve transport ser-

vices offered to the public. 

Responses will be used to formulate the councilôs 

approach to the óRural Public Bus Network Re-

viewô. 

The survey will be available online or alternative-

ly you can fill out the survey over the phone by 

contacting Bus Info 01234 718005. Responses 

must be received by the end of 11 June 2021. 

You can respond to the survey here: 

www.bedford.gov.uk/bustravel  

or if you are unable to complete the survey 

online then call Bus Info on 01234 718005 where 

a member of customer services will help fill out 

the form for you over the phone. 

Good news!  

The Villager 

Minibus will resume 

normal full service from the 

21st June  

They are run and operated by volunteers and pro-

vide transport facilities to town and village com-

munities throughout North-Bedfordshire via a 

scheduled timetable*.  

They own and operate one bus which is designed 

for easy access. Anyone can use the Villager and 

bus passes are accepted on all routes. 

Volunteering  - The Villager is always pleased 

to hear from anyone interested in becoming a 

volunteer driver. 

Community Hire - The Villager provides 

community hire facilities, subject to certain condi-

tions (mainly relating to availability of a bus and 

licences). The purpose of the hire must be recrea-

tional and benefit members of the local communi-

ty.  

*To find out more about the Villager Minibus, in-

cluding bus routes and timetables then visit 

www.sharnbrookvillagerminibus.co.uk  

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bedford.gov.uk%2fbustravel&c=E,1,_lVaoM7YFbvlUPDPgoqgbrFfLTqYY38woK_wn0KAMZ7ZM6-Z5ZOg-V-BXAVMNH3cFfPyV4W9nyLpGI2yFO6zw6ZOLOn3u8zePjUSGaNXZdkw2NOCve5m&typo=1
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Borough Council Report 

Unfortunately, we are currently seeing the rise of 

a potential third wave of Covid-19 as I write this. 

This is happening at a time when the lockdown is 

at last being eased. I felt it was timely to remind 

people not to become complacent as a new nor-

mal returns. 

Anyone showing symptoms of COVID-19 must 

self-isolate immediately and book a PCR test by 

calling 119 or visiting www.gov.uk/get-

coronavirus-test 

Do you have symptoms? 

A high temperature, a new persistent cough, a 

change in sense of taste or smell 

GET TESTED! 

Free tests are available in Bedford. Book your 

test at nhs.uk/coronavirus or by calling 119 now. 

Ŀ        If you have any of the symptoms of coro-

navirus you must self-isolate and get tested. 

Ŀ        No one in your household should leave 

home if anyone has symptoms. 

Ŀ        If you test positive for coronavirus, you 

must share information about where you have 

been and who you have met, with the NHS Test 

and Trace service, helping us all to stop the virus 

spreading and save lives. 

#StayHomeSaveLives #ProtectBedfordBorough 

#ProtectTheNHS 

Boundary Commission 

You will have seen that the Local Government 

Boundary Commission for England has opened a 

public consultation on its new draft recommenda-

tions for new electoral arrangements for Bedford 

Borough Council. The consultation closes on 5 

July 2021. 

The new draft recommendations propose that 46 

borough councillors should be elected to Bedford 

Borough Council in future. The recommendations 

also propose new electoral ward boundaries 

across the borough. 

This means that the current Oakley Ward would 

be broken up and the parish of Oakley will join 

with the parish of Clapham in a new Oakley/

Clapham ward. It is proposed that Pavenham 

would join Sharnbrook ward and Stevington 

would become part of a new Bromham Ward. 

Responses to the consultation can be made di-

rectly through the specialist consultation portal: 

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk 

Bedford High Street  

Bedford Borough Council has been awarded an 

Ã80,000 grant from Historic England as part of 

the Bedford High Streets Heritage Action Zone 

(HSHAZ) Cultural Programme, which is being de-

livered by the HAZ Cultural Consortium and sup-

ported by Bedford BID and SEMLEP. 

The grant will help to create and deliver commu-

nity-led cultural activities on Bedford High Street 

and make the area a more attractive, engaging 

and vibrant place for people to live, work and 

spend time. Bedfordôs programme will reflect on 

the past and present lives of people and places in 

the town and how their stories interweave with 

experiences of the High Street and its buildings, 

businesses and public spaces. 

 The Cultural Programme aims to transform visi-

torsô experience of the local High Street and draw 

attention to the hidden treasures of Bedfordôs 

heritage. 

The programme will start with a pilot scheme ï 

The Vault, which aims to tell the story of a hidden 

bank vault beneath the Bank site at the junction 

of High Street and the Embankment. The pilot 

scheme will be revealed on the Spring Bank Holi-

day. 

The Higgins Bedford  

The Higgins Bedford reopened its doors and wel-

comed visitors back on 18th May, following the 

easing of national restrictions. The museum has 

returned to its usual opening hours of Tuesday ï 

Saturday 11am ï 5pm and Sunday 2pm ï 5pm. 

Visitors once again are able to enjoy displays tell-

ing the story of the local area, alongside national-

ly significant collections of art and design. 

Measures are in place for the safety of visitors, 

volunteers and staff, and to help ensure an en-

joyable experience for all. This includes reducing 

the capacity of the museum to ensure that people 

can socially distance. Visitors will need to book a 

free timed entry ticket online in advance by visit-

ing www.thehigginsbedford.org.uk or by calling 

01234 718044 (line open 11am-3pm Monday-

Friday).  

Everyone visiting The Higgins Bedford must wear 
a face covering, except for children under 11 or 
for the legitimate reasons set out in Government 
guidance. Visitors must only visit in groups of up 
to six people or two households. 

Councillor Jon Abbott       

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

https://consultation.lgbce.org.uk
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Girlguiding in Oakley 
Oakley has two guiding units ï Rainbows for girls aged 5 -7, and 

Brownies for girls aged 7-10. 

If you would like to enrol your daughter in either of these units or 

any other unit locally, please register your daughter at https://

www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-

daughter/ 

If you would like more information about the individual units before you register your daughter, you 

can use the contact details below. 

1st Oakley Rainbows (Wednesdays) 

We have been meeting on Zoom since last March, completing badg-

es and having fun with games and songs. We have also met mem-

bers of other units ï Rainbows, Brownies and senior section, from all 

over North Bedfordshire. We cannot wait to start meeting in person 

again ï we will be doing this outdoors this term, hopefully meeting 

indoors at the Village Hall again in September. 

Unit contact: Amanda Keen (Assistant Leader)     oakleyclaphamrainbows@outlook.com  

1st Oakley Brownies (Fridays) 

After a whole year of Zoom meetings Brownies returned to face-to-

face meetings this April. We decided to meet outside which meant 

we did not have to restrict our numbers to 15 as we currently would 

for indoor meetings. The Brownies have enjoyed playing lots of 

games, working in sixes, painting stones and learning about the 

history of the unit.  We had a visit from Pat 

Olney, who founded Oakley Brownies 50 years ago. We 

enjoyed hearing about the early days of Brownies and 

seeing pictures, cards and a Brownie uniform from that 

time. Talking about the singing, games, badges and 

outings we realised that many things had not changed 

since 1971 (apart from having meetings on Zoom!)    

Unit contact:  

Lindsay Saunders (Leader)      

oakleybrownies452@gmail.com  

Aspiring Young Artist  

on Front Cover 
Maisie aged nine has lived in Oakley all of her life and is passionate 

about art. 

''I enjoy all kinds of art. Painting, sketching, doodling and collages 

and I have started going to an art club. 

I love art because it's peaceful, fun and creative!'' 

Are you a budding artist and would you like to join Maisieôs art on the 

front cover then contact the Editor (details on inside of front cover) 

who can help image or photograph your work. 



у 

College Farm Update 

The weather 

Once again, we have just had another dry spring 

after an incredibly wet winter, this year though it 

has been dry and cold which is not good for the 

crops. Thankfully, rain arrived just in time but 

what we could really do with now is some warm 

sunshine. I should not be writing this on a dreary 

late May day contemplating lighting the fire for 

some warmth! 

Cattle  

The cattle are out grazing the meadows. We 

turned them out a couple of weeks later then 

usual as the grass had not grown enough. They 

are still being given some extra silage as the 

grass is not growing as fast as they are eating it, 

which is due to the low temperatures. 

Spring work 

A few weeks ago we had caught up with our 

spring work and needed some rain to get crops 

growing. Now we are being held up by the wet 

weather. Normally by now we would have been 

silaging grass for next winters feed. We have lots 

to do once the weather improves! 

Swansô nests 

Sadly, due to the rain last week, the river rose 

and several of the swansô nests were flooded. 

This is a real shame although hopefully there is 

still time for them to lay again so we have some 

cygnets. I did see the first of this yearôs goslings 

on the river which is always a nice sight. 

Litter pickers 

One thing I have noticed this spring is that there 

are a number of people who are voluntarily going 

around the village litter picking. I think this is 

fantastic and it is making a difference. Thank you! 

It is just a shame people drop it faster than it can 

be picked up! Whilst on the subject of litter, I 

would like to ask the people who pick up their 

dogôs mess in a plastic bag then hang it on the 

nearest fence post or hedge not to bother, you 

might as well leave it, at least the dog mess will 

degrade, the plastic bag doesnôt. Pick it up and 

take it home, the countryside is not a dustbin! 

Farming wife duties at College Farm 

I have been helping turn the cows out, which is 

always more challenging than it sounds as one 

always tries to run through the gaps on the way 

to the field. Thankfully, this year it went smoothly 

ï they were all eager to start munching on the 

grass down the river meadows. They always run 

around in excitement at first and it is a lovely 

sight to see.  

We also have a few cows in the yard, our young-

est who are either still being fed milk or  just 

waiting for the grass to grow more before they 

can join their friends. Hopefully this will be sooner 

than later. Our 3 year old daughter likes to help 

us feed them and they are all named after prin-

cesses. 

In addition to 

helping on the 

farm, I have also 

launched new 

products with 

my art business, 

LJ Creative Stu-

dios. My latest 

products are a 

kids waterproof 

tractor apron 

and adult tractor 

apron. You can 

view and buy my 

products at ljcre-

ativestudios.com 

and all locals can 

select free col-

lection. I have 

also signed up to 

some events this 

year and cannot 

wait to show my 

products in the 

flesh once again. 

My first was Bedford Craft Market and my next is 

at Jordanôs Mill on Saturday 12th June from 10am. 

If you like the look of any products on my website 

and would like to see it before purchasing, then 

just drop me a line and this can be organised. I 

am following all COVID guidelines. 

Letôs hope for a lovely warm sunny summer with 

all the restrictions of the last 18 months lifted, so 

we can all see our friends and family, and nor-

mality can resume!    Henry and Laura Saunders 
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FAIRY GARDEN OPEN DAY  

Sunday 1st August 2021 

and 

Sunday 8th August 2021 

at  

ñFox Covertò Westfield Road, Oakley 

Entry Free  

1.00pm to 4.00pm 

Games, painting  

Chalk drawing and Lucky dip 

We have a large pond so children  

must be supervised at all times   
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Emmaus Village Carlton ï a Bedfordshire 
homelessness charity with a difference 

Emmaus Village Carlton is a Bedfordshire charity based 
just outside of Carlton (15 minutes from Oakley). It pro-
vides a real workable alternative to homelessness, offering 
a home and support as well as meaningful work experience 
and training. People being supported by the charity (known 
as ócompanionsô) live on site for as long as they need it to 
and are helped to move on when they are ready. 

Like any flourishing community, Emmaus works because everyone 
makes a contribution. Companions, staff and volunteers all work 
together to help generate the funds needed to support the charity. 
All companions gain work experience and develop their skills by 
helping to run social enterprises: three charity shops and a bistro. 

Impact of Covid-19 

The charity estimates it will have lost around Ã200,000 of trading 
income due to the pandemic - valuable income that is needed to 
ensure they can continue their work. Emmaus Village Carlton is 
now reaching out to local people, asking for their support ï need-
ed now more than ever. 

Help Emmaus: shop, eat, drink, donate 
 
Set in the heart of the beautiful Bedfordshire countryside, Emmaus Village Carlton is a shopping vil-
lage full of preloved items, with three large charity shops to explore plus a popular Bistro and attrac-
tive outdoor areas. Itôs a special place to visit and a great day out for the whole family.  
 
The shops and bistro (on School Lane, Carlton, MK43 7LQ) are open Wednesday to Saturday 9.30am 
- 4.30pm and Sunday 10am - 4pm.  

Shop  
Visit the impressive Home Store to explore a wide range of quality, preloved furniture and home-
ware, across multiple rooms ï including a toy department and upcycled creations. The Bric a Brac 
shop offers a wide range of music, books, games and homeware, whilst the Boutique at Emmaus Vil-
lage Carlton is the perfect place to browse quality preloved clothing, shoes and accessories for all 
the family. 

Eat & drink 
Serving proper coffee, tasty breakfasts, delicious hot and cold 
lunches, as well as their famous cakes, emôs Bistro at Emmaus 
Village Carlton is extremely popular.  
 
Donate  
Emmaus Village Carlton runs a free collection service for unwanted 
quality furniture, within 20 miles of the site. Alternatively, you can 
drop-off items for any of the shops, by making a donation appoint-
ment. To book either of these services, please call 01234 720826.  

Find out more: www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton 
Twitter: @EmmausVC  |   Facebook: @Emmausvillagecarlton  |  
Instagram: @emmauscarlton 

https://www.emmaus.org.uk/village_carlton/about_us
http://www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton
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David Russell Bespoke Builders Ltd are an expert team of building contractors 
who faithfully serve Bedfordshire and surrounding area.  

When you need professional and dependable building services in the Bedford-
shire area, call David Russell Bespoke Builders.  

We serve domestic and commercial clients and are dedicated to excellence, 
completing all of our projects to the highest possible standard. 
TRUST DAVID RUSSELL BESPOKE BUILDERS  

WITH YOUR DREAM PROJECT 

WITH YEARS OF EXPERIENCE IN ALL AREAS OF TRADE, YOUR 

CONSTRUCTION PROJECT COULDN'T BE IN BETTER HANDS 

 

Contact us on : 

Email : info@davidrussellbuilders.co.uk  

Telephone : 07982663383 
   

Follow us on instagram @davidrussellbespokebuildersltd and on facebook 
@David Russell Bespoke Builders 

mailto:info@davidrussellbuilders.co.uk

