
  

Summer 2022 

Number 91 

Look inside for 

  Oakley Show Categories and Entry Form              Art Award Competition Details 

Treasure Quest Visit      Youth Club Leaders Needed      Pre-school Jubilee party 

Parish and Borough News                                 Bedfordia Farms Open Day 



н 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parish Council News 

     Summer 2022 
Hello All 

Welcome to the summer edition of the 

Oakley Newsletter 

I am writing this in glorious sunshine 

which we have been lucky enough to 

have enjoyed all month. Whilst I know 

that gardeners are saying that we need 

rain, it has allowed for some busy com-

munity events tidying up the village and 

preparing for the Jubilee. A huge thank 

you to the Oakley Scout groups who 

have helped us with our two biggest 

events so far, of planting trees in the 

river meadow and providing refresh-

ments and helpers for the Community 

litter pick.  

By the time this newsletter has been 

printed we will also have held our Bea-

con lighting at Browns Wood (lit by 

Richard Fuller MP) and the Recreation 

Association will have held their picnic at 

the Sports and Social Club, where the 

Parish Council sponsored the band. I 

hope you all enjoyed the long holiday 

weekend. 

Grass cutting 

At the start of the season, we had a lot 

of justified complaints about the grass 

cutting in the village. Our grass is car-

ried out by the Borough Council contrac-

tors under contract to the Parish Coun-

cil. In common with the rest of the Bor-

ough, the local grass cutting team have 

suffered from a shortage of staff, so 

they were initially doing sections of the 

village at a time instead of the whole 

village at once.  

We hope that this situation is now re-

solved and that the grass cutting will be 

more consistent for the rest of the sum-

mer. 

The verges and some areas will be left 

longer between cuts, to encourage wild-

life, but if you are in any doubt, please 

report any areas of the village that you 

think have been missed to the Clerk so 

that she can follow up with the contrac-

tors. 

 Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley Par-
ish Council and delivered by parish 
councillors free to every house in 

Oakley ï about 1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Summer issue is  26th August 2022. 

The publishing date is 1st  Sept 2022. 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 
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Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733      

bill@chalker.eclipse.co.uk 

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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Tree works 

The Parish Council has recently adopted a new 
tree policy which can be viewed on our web site. 
We have also commissioned a tree surgeon to 
survey the Parish trees and to trim them if they 
are posing a danger to pedestrians, cars or prop-
erty or take them down completely if diseased. 
We will aim to replant any trees that we have to 
remove completely. These works have been going 
on over the last two months. There are also a lot 
of trees in the village that are managed by the 
Borough Council and these can not be trimmed by 
the Parish Council. The Borough council have their 
own arborist who will assess trees according to 
the Borough Council policy if requested. 

There is more extensive tree work planned for the 
green space behind Brockwell where we are doing 
the groundwork before it becomes our newest 
community wild life area. The Pre-school are be-
ing given access to this area from their new build-
ing, so that they can take the children there as 
part of their curriculum. This gate will not be an 
access to the new building for dropping off or 
picking up. 

Housing Developments 

There are two larger housing developments in the 
village, that are currently with the Borough Coun-
cil planning department. The 40 house develop-
ment on Station Road is on part of site that was 
identified as suitable for housing in the villageôs 
Neighbourhood plan. However, at the moment the 
Parish Council is not supporting the application. 
We allocated 30 houses there not 40, plus the De-
velopers plan also allows for a new road at the 
back of the site going down towards Lovell Road 
along the railway line, that is outside of the allo-
cated area. We will continue to oppose it until 
these corrections are made. 

The second site at the end of the houses on Pav-
enham Road, opposite the allotments, has come 
before the council on a previous occasion. It was 
refused permission then and was not included in 

the Neighbourhood plan.  The Developer is argu-
ing that the plan is now out of date which is not 
true, but it has prompted the Parish Council to ask 
the Neighbourhood Plan committee to review the 
current plan to ensure that we can still use it as a 
reason for refusing speculative applications such 
as this. 

Island between the Bridges 

For several years now, the Parish Council has 
leased the Island land between the bridges to en-
able residents to access it for leisure use. The 
landowner has now taken back the lease so it will 
not now be a public space. The bench that is in 
there will be relocated to the river meadow. 

Oakley Recreation Ground 

The Parish council has had several residents con-
tact us about the ongoing events at the Recrea-
tion Ground, organised by the ORA. The ground is 
run by the Oakley Sports and Social club, not the 
Parish council so please contact them if you would 
like to discuss any of their activities. Their email 
is: info@oakleyssc.com . The Parish council do 
now have a representative on the ORA committee, 
so please copy us into any correspondence that 
you have with them. We are working closely with 
the committee to ensure that any concerns are 
addressed and we are grateful for their quick re-
sponses and willingness to engage.  

Jane Walker   Acting Chair 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Borough Council News 

Council Tax Energy Payment 

You will have heard and seen about the govern-

mentôs initiative to help households with rising 

energy costs, they have announced a Ã150 Coun-

cil Tax energy payment for households living in 

Council Tax bands A to D, as their main home, 

and Band E where there is a disabled Band reduc-

tion. 

If you do not pay your Council Tax by Direct Debit 

you will have now received an óaccess codeô to get 

the Ã150 energy payment. 

This code is to ensure that people do not fraudu-

lently apply for payments for homes they do not 

live in, so that people receive the payment they 

are entitled to. You can only get your unique ac-

cess code by letter and email from the Council, it 

is not available from the Councilôs Customer Ser-

vice Centre.  

Once you have received your code, you can com-

plete the form to claim this at 

www.bedford.gov.uk/counciltax. If you do not 

have access to a computer or smartphone or tab-

let, you can use the free computers at local librar-

ies or call the Customer Services Centre for sup-

port on 01234 718097 and press option 4.  

If you pay your Council Tax by Direct Debit, you 

do not need to take any action. You will receive 

your payment automatically after your first Coun-

cil Tax payment of the year has been taken, to 

ensure that the Council has the correct details. 

These payments started in April and the majority 

of people who pay their Council Tax by Direct 

Debit have now been paid their Ã150 Council Tax 

Energy Payment.  

 

Borough Council Announces Solar Panel 

Scheme 

With the cost of energy continuing to rise a 

scheme has announced to encourage residents to 

come together to invest in renewables through a 

group-buying scheme for solar panels and battery 

storage ï óSolar Together Bedfordshireô. 

 Bedford Borough Council is working in partner-

ship with Central Bedfordshire and Luton Councils 

as part of Solar Together Bedfordshire. 

 Solar Together Bedford-

shire (www.solartogether.co.uk/bedfordshire) 

helps homeowners feel confident that they are 

paying the right price for a high-quality installa-

tion from pre-approved installers. 

 Bedford Borough residents can join the group-

buying scheme which offers solar panels with op-

tional battery storage and EV charge points, as 

well as retrofit battery storage for residents who 

have already invested in solar panels and are 

looking to get more from the renewable energy 

they generate as well as increase their independ-

ence from the grid.  

At this stage, the council are inviting people to 

register online to become part of the group. There 

is no obligation to go ahead with the installation. 

So if you are interested, please vis-

it www.solartogether.co.uk/bedfordshire.ò 

 

Northern Gateway 

Scheme 

The final phases of the 

scheme are underway 

and should be complet-

ed by the end of June. 

As part of this there will be overnight closures for 

resurfacing work to occur. This will have already 

started by the time you receive this newsletter.  

These temporary road closures are anticipated to 

be in operation 20:00 - 05:00 hours each night 

that they occur.  

Manton Lane Roundabout and approaches 16th 

May to 27th May 2022 

Manton Lane (Clapham Road to Turner Way)  

Shakespeare Road (Clapham Road to Byron Cres-

cent)  

(Manton Lane to Linden Road)  

Manton Lane to Paula Radcliffe Way Roundabout) 

16th May to 17th June 2022  

Phase 2 Paula Radcliffe Way Roundabout SOUTH-

ERN 25th May to 11th June 2022   

Paula Radcliffe Way Roundabout Southern 

(Clapham Road to Great Ouse Way)  

Paula Radcliffe Way South Bound (Roundabout to 

Oakley Exit)  

Fairhill 25th May to 17th June 2022 

Phase 3 Paula Radcliffe Way Roundabout NORTH-

ERN 8th June to 17th June 2022  

Paula Radcliffe Way Roundabout Northern (Great 

Ouse Way to Clapham Road)  

Paula Radcliffe Way North and South (Roundabout 

to Oakley exit) 

Phase 4 Clapham Road Village 13th June to 22nd 

June 2022  

Clapham Road (Paula Radcliffe Way roundabout to 

o/s Towers)  

Continued on  Page 6 
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All change at the Youth Club. 

After many years running the Youth Club and 

making it a much-loved environment for young 

people Dawn Pither has decided to step down 

as Youth Leader and hand the baton on to 

someone new. Dawn has been fantastic in cre-

ating a most fabulous atmosphere for young 

people, resulting in a thriving youth club. The 

five years she has been running the Club have 

provided happy memories of good times enjoyed by many young people.  

The Youth Club Committee and all at the Parish Council would like to thank Dawn for being so com-

mitted to all that she has done. 

During the Covid period the Youth Club opened and closed according to restrictions. Dawn has 

been ably supported by Emma Daniels and Mason Thomas who have both helped the Youth Club 

operate smoothly when it can open.  Emma and Mason are also stepping down. The team recently 

welcomed Julie Taylor who has joined as youth club assistant.  

Consequently, we would like to ensure this prized asset for Oakley Village can continue to flourish 

from September. We are recruiting for two vacancies ï a new Youth Club Leader and a 

Youth Club Assistant. Details are in the advert opposite. If you are interested, or you know 

of anyone who would love to do these roles then please ask them to make contact.  

Local Plan 2040 

 The Council has a legal responsibility to set Local 

Plans, deciding where growth and development 

will take place in Bedford Borough in future years; 

from homes and jobs to schools and infrastruc-

ture. 

Following changes to national policies and the set-

ting of new housing targets by the Government, 

the Local Plan 2040 is an update of the recently 

agreed Local Plan 2030, which was adopted in 

2020. The majority of the existing planning poli-

cies are still up to date and do not need to 

change.  

The Local Plan 2040 therefore focuses mainly on a 

strategy to guide housing and employment 

growth to meet the governmentôs targets, and the 

infrastructure needed to support it.  

 It also updates planning policies where these 

have developed since the 2030 Local Plan was 

written. These include those to do with climate 

change, environmental quality, the town centre, 

affordable housing and self and custom build 

homes. 

 The Council is legally obliged to plan for a set 

number of homes every year. New affordability 

data published by the Government in March 2022 

has seen an increase of 40% in the number of 

homes that must be planned for in Bedford Bor-

ough ï to 1,355 per year to 2040.  

 

 

Whilst there are still areas of uncertainty around 

national plans which impact the Borough, includ-

ing the Oxford ï Cambridge Arc and the precise 

route for East West Rail, the Council is legally 

obliged to submit an updated Local Plan by Janu-

ary 2023.  

At the April meeting of the Council Executive, 

they considered the Local Plan 2040 for its next 

and final stage of consultation. It was agreed the 

Officer responses to the consultation comments 

received during the Draft Plan: Strategy Options 

and Draft Policies consultation June 2021.  

That the Local Plan 2040 óPlan for Submissionô 

and its evidence base documents for the purposes 

of public consultation be agreed, and that it also 

be agreed that the evidence base documents will 

be the subject of a further Executive Decision pri-

or to the commencement of the consultation.  

This will enable the preparation of the Local Plan 

2040 to progress in accordance with the recently 

updated Local Development Scheme and that the 

consultation this summer will be third on this Lo-

cal Plan, and the final one before the plan is sub-

mitted to Government in January 2023. 

 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email :  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Anne Youngman and Oakley Primary Academy are delighted to be collabo-

rating in the introduction of the Terry Youngman Art Award. Terry Young-

man was a talented artist, resident in Oakley and well-known locally, 

whose drawings and paintings graced the cover of Oakley Newsletter for 

ten years.  

Terryôs natural ability for art was encouraged during his school years by 

an inspirational art teacher. This 

sparked a lifelong love of art, an appreciation of the im-

portance of teachers and a desire to inspire young people to 

realise their talents. 

 

Terry left behind a terrific legacy and we should like to honour 

and celebrate this with the presentation of an annual award in 

his name. Oakley Primary Academy and Anne Youngman will 

present an award in each key stage to a child who has shown 

exceptional progress and talent in art throughout the year. 

 

Oakley Primary Academy will also be promoting the child-

friendly categories of the Oakley Show with the pupils of the 

school. We hope to have increased participation from budding 

young artists as the years go on!  

Anne Youngman 
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I always listen to Three Counties 

Radio on Saturday morning, a very 

light hearted programme called 

Treasure Quest, where the ñtreasureò is a person 

in Beds/ Herts or Bucks. This morning their radio 

car took them to Cranfield, so nice and local, the 

clues moved them about the area, they went to 

Harrold and the last clue took them to Oakley.  

The clue was to find the òcackley berries in a hap-

py placeò something like that. It was such fun 

following them on the radio as they got to the 

Bedford Arms. By then people rang in to say 

ñcackley berriesò were eggs and then they were 

told to go to Queens close, 

opposite the post office.  

They ended up in Merri Christ-

mas Trees who were having 

an Easter egg hunt and the 

ñtreasureò was Julian. Great 

fun.                Sue Brecknock  

HASLAM ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 

NICEIC Approved Electrician 

Domestic 

Commercial 

Industrial 

For a free quotation please call or email Dave 

Tel: 07385 193915 

Email: haslamelectricalsolutions@gmail.com 
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MERRI FLOWERS & CHRISTMAS TREES 

Welcome to our overview of what we have been 

up to at your very local cut flower and Christ-

mas Tree farm. I do believe we are nearly there 

when it comes to tending to our Christmas 

Trees. The plots we plan to open in 2022 have 

been base and side pruned and now we have to 

start on top leader controlling.  

May I also take this opportunity to thank every-

one in the village who came to our Easter Egg 

Hunt within our trees. We raised nearly Ã300 

for St Johns Hospice in Moggerhanger, and 

were also featured on the Three Counties Radio, 

TreasureQuest, because Julian was óthe treas-

ureô, which attracted customers from further 

afield. We think this will now become a regular 

seasonal event, so if you did not attend this 

year, be sure to come next Easter. 

April was a strange month this year. We did not 

have one rainy day, which put us back a bit, 

but we are back on track now. April is always 

full on seed sowing for us followed by potting 

on. Usually this is the month we get our flower 

plots ploughed up, but this year the ground has 

been too hard to direct sow anything.  

Thankfully the showers we hoped to get in April 

appeared in mid-May. We have been frantically 

catching up with planting up our Pick You Own 

Flower plots for events due to happen from July 

to September and our Dahlia plot for óSimply 

Dahliaô events in September.  

As well as planned events, we hope to feature a 

number of ópop-upô flower events this year, in-

cluding Pick Your Own sweet peas. Please look 

out for announcements on the Oakley Facebook 

page, because they will appear at short notice. 

By the time you read this article it will be June, 

the month we kick start our Friday Flower Sub-

scriptions. If I was to scan our flower plots to-

day, I would be panicking because there are 

hardly any flowers flourishing, but Mother Na-

ture has a habit of ódoing her thingô and she has 

not let us down (yet).  

We are also hoping many of you will be tending 

to your plants for your Oakley Village Show in 

September, because Rachelle will be judging 

the flowers again.  

Thank you for reading our Summer Edition arti-

cle.                          

    Rachelle & Julian Merrill. 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Barn, Cardington Hosts its 

First Tasting Day with Badgers 

Chilli Kitchen 

On Friday 29th April, Lee, owner of Badgers Chilli 

Kitchen, joined us for our first tasting day at The 

Barn. 

With lots of exciting changes at The Barn including 

improvements to the inside and outside caf® areas, 

changes to the menu, and new local producers stocked in our farm shop, we were really looking for-

ward to the launch of our tasting days and events. We kicked things off with a tasting day for chilli 

lovers, with Lee sharing his range of seasonings, relishes, sauces, and nuts. 

To give customers a flavour of how to use his seasonings, Lee had mixed them with natural yoghurt 

so that people could try a taste. Heôd also been cooking up some chicken and meatballs, so you could 

try the products with these as well. 

All of the products ranged from mild to extra hot, so there was something for everyone to enjoy and 

see how hot they could handle! From the lemon drop seasoning, to the now infamous Original Reaper 

chilli sauce, people had lots of fun tasting different products. 

Lee said: ñI had an excellent day at The Barn on Friday, getting to meet some regular customers of 

theirs is always a winner. I always have fun at these sorts of events as I can really get to interact 

with my new/ future customers.  

The next event planned in the diary is a Badgers Chilli Kitchen themed BBQ, which is happening on 

Sunday 12th June. We will focus on flavour as well as a couple of Extra Hot dishes for the brave!!ò 

There were recipe cards for Chinese pan roast spicy duck with beetroot & orange rice noodles and 

sesame greens and Marinated Lemon Drop chicken burger with grilled courgette, spinach and feta 

salad available to pick up, so that people could find some recipe inspiration too. Keep an eye out for 

more recipe cards coming to The Barn soon for some recipe inspiration. 

Lee will be back on Sunday 12th June for the Badgers Chilli Kitchen BBQ, so do come along to see 

him there! Weôll be sharing more information on our Facebook page óThe Barn, Cardingtonô and at 

The Barn. 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk

