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Parish Council News 

     Summer 2023 
A warm welcome to all villagers. My 

name is Sara Fardon and I was delighted 

to be elected as Chair of Oakley Parish 

Council at our first meeting post the 

election on 4th May. More on this short-

ly.  

Firstly, I am sure that I am speaking on 

your behalf in thanking Jane Walker who 

has been acting chair of Oakley Parish 

Council and of course was Chair for 

many years. Jane has been re-elected as 

a parish councillor and will continue to 

serve the village in the unstinting way 

she has always done. Thank you Jane. 

Parish Council Election 

The election was held on the 4th May. In 

Oakley we had a turnout of 44.6%. It is 

the first time we have had a parish coun-

cil election for many years. Thank you to 

everyone who stood for election and 

thank you for turning out to vote. 

We are very fortunate that two of our 

Parish Councillors are also Borough 

Councillors - Jon Abbott and Jane Walker 

representing the new ward of Clapham 

and Oakley. 

I am delighted that Robert Saunders has 

been elected as Vice Chair and look for-

ward to working with him. Finally we 

have a mix of new blood and experi-

enced hands on the parish council. It 

feels a good way to move forward! 

I am writing this just a couple of days 

after our first parish council meeting. In 

April however, we held our annual parish 

meeting. Jane delivered a report about 

the village and I wanted to give you a 

flavour of it as it sums up the last year 

perfectly. 

Annual Parish Meeting April 2023 - Act-

ing Chair Jane Walkers Report (extract) 

ñAt this point I would just like to take the 

opportunity to thank the current council-

lors who are standing down at the elec-

tion. They are Steve Nicolas, Michael 

Frampton and of course Gerry and Paul 

who stood down earlier this year.                    

Continued on page 3 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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All four have been Parish Councillors for many 
years and have done a huge amount for the vil-
lage both in parish council meetings and outside, 
on the NDP group, the planning advisory group, 
finance and helping with parish council events 
such as the annual litter pick. We will miss their 
experience and knowledge of the village. I hope 
they will keep in touch whenever something arises 
that their unique knowledge will be able to help us 
with.  

On to the things the parish council has been doing 
over this last year. 

Play Areas 

On the play area on the Green, we have replaced 
the slide with a new one and the roundabout is 
due to be replaced shortly. Both items had been 
in place for a long time and were beginning to rot. 
Unfortunately, the safety rules have changed 
since the originals ones were installed so the safe-
ty surface has to be wider for the same height 
equipment. As we have limited space in the tod-
dlers play area we were not able to extend the 
surface so have had to replace both with smaller 
items. Both were paid for from CIL money from 
the Parrots Close development. 

The work continues on Brockwell meadow where 
we are trying to increase bio-diversity. We had a 
number of free native trees from the Borough 
Council along with fruit trees purchased with prof-
its from the Directory advertising, which have now 
been planted and wild flowers sown. The fence 
nearest Oakley Kindergarten will be replaced in 
the summer and we are working on granting a 
licence for the Kindergarten to use the meadow 
for organised forest school activities. 

Celebrations 

Last summer we celebrated the Platinum jubilee 
of the Queen with a well-attended beacon event 
on the field near Browns wood in partnership with 
Clapham Parish Council. It was wonderful that we 
could do that in light of the queenôs death in Sep-
tember. We were able to mark the new Kingôs ac-
cession with an official proclamation ceremony in 
St Marys church. Thank you to the bell-ringers 
who at very short notice were able to ring the 
bells which helped to make it a very moving and 
memorable occasion. 

This year the Coronation will be marked in the vil-
lage with street parties plus organised events at 
the Sports and Social club and I am sure at the 
Bedford Arms. 

It was also good to be back in St Marysô church 
for the village Christmas lights switch on. Thank 
you to everyone who provided refreshments in the 
church after the switch on and to the village or-
ganisations who supplied beautiful wreaths to dec-
orate it. 

Volunteers 

We are very lucky in this village to have a large 
number of volunteers who make village life so 

special. We have a huge variety of groups who are 
run by amazing volunteers as shown in the annual 
village directory, which in itself is produced by 
Parish Councillor Sara Fardon and a group of vol-
unteers. Thank you to everyone who gives their 
time in this way to run these groups. On behalf of 
the parish council:- we have Bill Chalker who does 
a magnificent job of producing our quarterly Vil-
lage news; Dave Ursell who took care of the war 
memorial and Patrick Knight who has taken over 
from him; Dawn Pither and her team ran the 
youth club which has now been taken over by 
Sonya Playford and her team; plus all of the litter 
pickers who have a never ending job of helping to 
keep our village tidy. We also arranged a commu-
nity village litter pick  

Village Environment 

Further on the environment, we adopted new en-
vironmental and memorial seat policies this year. 
You can find them on our web site. We have also 
written to the Environment Agency to object to 
the sewage discharge into the river. The speed 
indicator sign which moves around the village is 
being converted from battery to solar power. 

Over the year, we have been working with the 
Borough council to try and get the parking issues 
on The Furlong resolved along with the drainage 
issues in Highfield Road and Pavenham Road. We 
also supported the Borough councilôs request to 
turn off the lights on The Furlong between mid-
night and 5:30am, in line with the rest of the vil-
lage. 

On East West Rail, the parish council is a member 
of the local representatives group and councillors 
have attended each meeting and reported back. 
We are now told to expect a decision in May
(overleaf) on the route option that has been cho-
sen. 

We have been involved in several large planning 
consultations this year. The NDP was reviewed to 
give us stronger evidence to object to large devel-
opments. We hope that the Planning inspector 
recognises this at the forth coming planning ap-
peal on land which we know as the Farmers field 
on Station Road. We have objected to the 40 
houses proposed as it is over the 30 that we have 
included in the NDP. We will be submitting our 
evidence to the appeal in support of our objection. 

Continued on Page 4 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Chairs Report Continued :-  

We have also been involved in consulting with Lin-
croft and Oakley Primary to ensure that the 
schools can develop their facilities without causing 
detriment to residents around. 

Recently we joined with Clapham Parish Council to 
discuss the new development of 500 houses on 
Milton Hill, which is in their NDP. The developer 
there has offered to enhance the footpath be-
tween Clapham and Oakley, along Lovell Road but 
both councils are also asking for a footpath along 
Highfield Road between the villages.  

We were told at the meeting that the developers 

have costed it at Ã200,000 which they are unlike-

ly to fund, but both councils are continuing to 

press for this. 

The parish council has limited funds available to 

local organisations which can be applied for from 

the clerk. Last year, the parish council gave 

grants to the village hall, the ORA, Country Days 

(for local children to access a nature project at 

Felmersham), Oakley Day centre, Oakley Kinder-

garten and the Youth Club. A poppy wreath was 

also purchased from the Royal British legion. 

I would like to thank Ann for her work as clerk to 

the Parish Council. ò         

Current Agenda 

But what about our current agenda?  

Yellow Lines and Parking  

As ever selfish or thoughtless parking continues to 

cause problems for others. We have been engag-

ing with a resident in The Furlong over the last 

few months and recently a meeting with Bedford 

Borough Council was held to look at how parking 

issues could be solved. The Borough has suggest-

ed double yellow lines - lighter in colour and nar-

rower, therefore less intrusive, but still enforcea-

ble.  

Vehicles are being parked too close the end of The 

Furlong making it difficult and dangerous to ac-

cess into the Furlong or out onto Pavenham Road. 

Also within The Furlong, some residents were 

finding it difficult to access their property. We are 

awaiting information from the Borough and we 

plan to discuss this as an agenda item in June. 

Continuing on the yellow line theme, a resident 

has drawn to our attention the fading yellow lines 

in the vicinity of the post office. Vehicles are park-

ing on them and it is making it dangerous for 

drivers to pull out of Reynes Drive into the High 

Street as views are obstructed. It is also not un-

common to see vehicles parked on the drop down 

kerbs for disabled people on the same junction. 

We have asked the Borough Council to refresh the 

lines. 

Congestion 

We know there is a lot of congestion in Lincroft as 

well, particularly on school pick up and drop off 

times, and this will be on the parish council agen-

da next month. 

Parking is a challenge in todayôs world. It often 

does not take much to park a little more consider-

ately, to walk a couple of hundred yards further or 

to consider whether you are making things more 

difficult for others before you park. The Post Of-

fice area, The Furlong and Lincroft are just some 

of the hotspots in the village, but my call is for 

everyone to consider your own responsibility to 

other road users and pedestrians. 

Planning 

You may be aware that there is to be a planning 

inquiry around the application to build around 40 

houses [that is 10 additional houses] in Station 

Road. (See Janeôs comment above) Bedford Bor-

ough Council have advised that concerns about 

noise from the railway and highways layout had 

been resolved with the appellant and the contents 

of the legal agreement were expected to be re-

solved before the Inquiry opened. This means the 

Inquiry will take place on a single day. We have 

reiterated our views to the new Mayor, the Chief 

Officer for Planning, Infrastructure & Economic 

Growth and Planning Officer that that the appeal 

should be dismissed as additional housing is not 

allocated in the Neighbourhood Development Plan 

(NDP) nor required by Bedford Borough Council 

Local Plans 2030 and 2040. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Residents are every welcome to come and ob-

serve parish Council Meetings, or to speak at the 

public open session if you wish to bring something 

to our attention. 

Thank you.                            Sara Fardon, Chair 
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Borough Council News 

Thank you 

At the recent local elections in May, Oakley 
and Clapham villages were brought together 
in one ward represented by two councillors. 
Jon Abbott and Jane Walker were elected. 
Thank you to everyone who supported us and 
to the kind words of congratulations we have 
received since the election. We have worked 
together as ward councillor and chair of the 
parish councillor for several years, so will 
continue working together at the Borough 
council for the good of the village. Please 
contact either of us if you need help with Bor-
ough Council issues. 

Tom Wootton becomes Bedford Bor-
oughôs New Mayor 

Boundary changes saw an extra six seats cre-
ated across the borough. The results are as 
follows:  

Mayor: 

Tom Wootton (Conservative) 

Councillors: 

14 Labour councillors (+3) 

13 Conservative councillors (+2) 

13 LibDem councillors (-2) 

3 Green councillors (+1) 

2 Independent councillors (+1) 

One seat is currently undecided, Wyboston, 
this is because the winning candidate there, 
Tom Wootton, was also elected mayor and so 
has relinquished his seat. A by-election will 
take place on 29th June, to decide the Coun-
cillor. 

East West rail route announcement 

On Friday 26th May, East West Rail an-
nounced that they are going ahead with the 
Northern route of the rail line to Cambridge. 
This will be on 6 tracks and will go north 
through the Poets area of the town and 
across Paula Ratcliffe way, at Clapham. They 
have selected alignment number 1. There will 
be a local information event that is open to 
the public, at Bedford Heights on Manton 
Lane on 13th June, 2pm to 8pm. 

Local Plan 2040 

The new Mayor previously voted not to sub-
mit the Plan for examination, but has taken 
legal advice and considered the risks associ-
ated with not progressing the plan, and has 
decided to continue with the examination as 
programmed. So, the Local Plan moves to the 
examination stage in June & September with 
hearings taking place in two blocks. Block 1 ï 
Week 1 12-16th June, Week 2 19-23rd June 
and Block 2 Week 3 11-15th September, 
Week 4 18-22nd September.  

For more information visit : 
www.bedford.gov.uk/planning-and-building-
control/planning-policy/local-plan-2040-
examination 

Jane Walker 

Email:jane@janewalker.co.uk 

07952 879587 

Facebook: Cllr Jane Walker 

Jon Abbott 

Email:jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Demo-
crats 

EAST WEST RAIL ROUTE 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

{ǘŜǾŜΩǎ {ƴƛǇǇŜǘ bƻΦср 

Last issueôs cryptic clue was, ñI hear a tree lapped by seaò: the answer is, ñbeechò. 

The Ã10 prize was won by Ellen, who was delighted, telling me that she usually never wins anything. 

This issueôs cryptic clue is actually two clues for two words. 

Have a go, and email me the answers. I will select an email at random after the 1st of July, to give 

all participants an equal chance. 

1. Undisputable evidence of a scam affecting a Greek island (8 letters) 

2. Countryside beyond words (8 letters)                                                                     

sbnicholas@gmail.com 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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Phantom Sprayer 

When I look on the Village Facebook page I see many comments about the dis-

tress caused by dog mess left on the pavement in the High Street, also complaints 

about mess outside Lincroft. Our pavements are not very wide and this makes it 

more difficult for people to avoid treading in the mess, particularly with the way 

the children leave school in large numbers all with their heads in their mobile 

phones. It would be wonderful if every dog owner just automatically picked up and properly dis-

posed of their dogs leavings. 

I see the Ruffs Furze Green sometimes seems to collect these little 

piles ï just where the children want to kick their football around.  

There is a red bin on the green so there is no excuse not to pick up 

and dispose of your bags. 

Summer is around the corner, we hope, so please train your chil-

dren, if they are going to walk the family pet,  the proper way to 

pick up and dispose of what their dog leaves on the pavement or 

grass. 

Cameo Walks 

Members and friends of Cameo have been enjoying 

monthly walks in the beautiful Bedfordshire countryside, 

followed by very good pub lunches and, most recently, a 

delicious afternoon tea. 

We began in February 2023 with a route from The Fox in 

Carlton to Chellington, with its glorious views over the 

Ouse valley and the lakes of Harrold and Odell Country 

Park. 

Our Turvey circular walk in March took us from The Three 

Fyshes through a rural and undulating landscape, remi-

niscent of the Cotswolds but certainly much less trodden! 

April saw us at The Prince of Wales in Bromham, setting off for a hike to Stagsden. We passed four 

woods en route with tantalising glimpses of the bluebells to come. A few of us couldnôt resist repeat-

ing the route in reverse some time later when we were rewarded with the anticipated swathes of blue. 

In May we followed the river from Willington to Great Barford - how lucky we are that so many miles 

of the magnificent Great Ouse are accessible to us. Back at Willington Methodist Church, afternoon 

tea awaited us - a veritable feast! 

Further walks are planned for 

16 June and 10 July. We are 

all busy people with regular 

commitments so our outings 

take place on different days 

of the week to accommodate 

everyone.  

Our routes are 4 - 6 miles in 

length, taking around 2 - 2.5 

hours. Anyone unable to un-

dertake the distances in-

volved is welcome to come 

along to the meal venue, maybe arranging a shorter stroll beforehand. Car 

lifts are often available, with a small donation to drivers towards fuel 

costs. 

If you are interested in joining us, please contact Phyllis Jones at phylmaj@gmail.com to be added to 

the CAMEO mailing list or me at anneyoungman@btinternet.com                            Anne Youngman 

Great Barford 

Bromham 

Near Turvey 
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