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Parish Council News 

     Summer  2025 
Dear Residents,  

We held the Annual Parish Meeting in 

early April. Thank you to all those that 

turned out. The meeting gives us the 

chance to report back to you, the parish-

ioners, on the activity of the Parish 

Council. Much like any annual appraisal it 

is good to take stock and revisit achieve-

ments, yet also see if there are areas for 

improvement. On your behalf I was 

pleased to thank all volunteers within  

the village for their efforts; all the coun-

cillors for the work they do and our Par-

ish Clerk Ann Paice, who does a sterling 

job for all of us.  

Now, it is the new term for the Parish 

Council.  At our May meeting I was lucky 

enough to be nominated again to stand 

as Chair and I was delighted to accept. I 

continue to be supported by Robert 

Saunders as vice chair.  All Parish Coun-

cillors have additional responsibilities and 

I have listed them below for your infor-

mation. 

Finance Advisory Group: Chair, J Abbott, 

J Walker, R Worker   

Planning Advisory Group: C Bays, P 

Jones, P Olney, R Saunders, J Walker  

NDP Group: P Olney, J Walker, R Worker 

Allotment Group: P Olney.  Former Cllr. 

Nicholas would continue as allotment 

manaer 

Speed Watch Group: R Worker.  Former 

Cllr. Phillips would continue as co-

ordinator  

Village Roads Co-ordinator: P White, J 

Abbott 

Footpaths & Waste Bins: P Jones 

Oakley Directory: Vacancy  

Oakley Recreational Association: P 

Jones, T Saunders, R Worker  

Village Hall: P White  

Oakley Rural Day Care Centre: P Olney 

Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley Parish 
Council and delivered by parish coun-
cillors free to every house in Oakley ï 

about 1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Autumn issue is  22rd August 2025 

The publishing date is 1st Sept 2025 

Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 

13 Bevery Close 

Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733      

wrecklatch@gmail.com 

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
Bedford MK40 3RL  

 
Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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Education Charity Trust: J Walker ( Reserve R 

Worker)  

The Villager Community Minibus: C Worker   

Tree Warden: R Saunders 

Youth Club: S Fardon.   

Volunteering Opportunities 

Volunteers make such a difference.  We are very 

lucky in Oakley that we have many willing hands 

all, in their own way, contributing to village life.  

I wanted to tell you of some more opportunities 

and see if I can tempt you to come forwards. 

Oakley Village Directory - a little publication 

that is close to my heart.  With a change in per-

sonnel we are looking for new volunteers to 

get involved - from IT skills to editing.  In a 

few pages this directory brings Oakley alive - 

shows us the many clubs, community groups 

and businesses here in our village. Thanks to the 

generous sponsorship from Old Road Securities 

that has been in place for 18 years we have 

been able to channel all money from advertising 

back into projects for the village. To that end 

Ã24,535 has been raised which is a tremendous 

achievement.   

I use the Directory regularly for phone numbers, 

contact details, opening hours.  

If you would like to be part of the team that 

makes this happen then please do get in touch. 

Secondly, some willing green fingers needed 

to nurture plants and look after planting at the 

village entrance signs at Highfield Road and the 

ground under the Oakley sign at Highfield cross-

roads. Whether you are keen amateur or a pro-

fessional gardener, please do not hesitate to 

nominate yourself. As it is one entrance to our 

village it is nice if the village can look good as we 

come into it.  The cost of any new plants or ma-

terials is met by the Parish Council - it just needs 

your tender, loving care. 

VE Day 

VE Day was marked by a joint event with Clap-

ham and held on their playing fields. With war-

time music, and some words of reflection there 

was a  mixture of enjoyment and solemnity. Just 

right. The bea-

con was lit at 

9.30pm, by 

Nicholas Kier 

BEM DL, along 

with others 

across the na-

tion.   

In Oakley, the 

Union Jack was 

raised (albeit it 

was a very still day so the flag hung still too.)  

Thank you to Adam Aylott, who ensures that the 

Union Jack is  raised on all necessary occasions. 

It is much appreciated. 

What is on the Parish Council agenda?  

You can follow the key issues the Parish Council 

looks at by keeping abreast of the agendas and 

minutes on the notice board at the Post Office 

and on the village website (oakleyvillage.co.uk) . 

The Annual Parish Meeting minutes will be there 

as well.  

With grass growing season underway I am 

pleased to say that the village is looking very 

smart and tidy and our contractors have done a 

good job to date.  

Stagecoach have announced they will no longer 

run buses on route 51 with effect from the end 

of June, which has caused some consternation.  

This is purely a commercial decision we under-

stand, as the route is not profitable for them.  

The Borough Council have been working to en-

sure there is a solution and I have subsequently 

been advised that the Oakley should not suffer 

any break in service, which is good news for 

parishioners.  

Finally, it is just the right time to remind you 

that the Oakley Show is set for 7th Sep-

tember. Now is the time to prepare if you are 

growing fruit or vegetables. Always good fun, it 

is so good to be able to see the wide range of 

entries and the creativity of village people  

through the craft and photographic entries.   

I look forward to being able to buy enjoyable 

produce in the auction and, of course, if you win 

a prize that is an extra bonus. Entry forms are 

being delivered with this newsletter, so please 

keep them somewhere safe ready to complete  

your entry. 

Public Open Session  

The Parish Council has an open session at every 

meeting when members of the public are wel-

come to come and ask questions, make points 

and raise topics. You are always welcome to lis-

ten to the parish council meeting in progress as 

well.  

Kind regards to everyone in Oakley. Sara Fardon  

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Borough Council Report  

Universal 

The news that we had all been waiting for came in 
March. Universal gave the go ahead to building 
their European theme park in Bedford Borough. 
This is amazing news as it will secure the prosper-
ity of the town for decades to come. We are al-
ready seeing heightened activity in the commer-
cial property market in the town as businesses try 
to get in ahead of the park opening. 

Mayor Tom Wootton and his officers have been 
working tirelessly over the last two years to en-
sure Bedford Borough was seen as a welcoming 
and supportive place for the company to invest. 
Their move into the Borough will bring with it 
20,000 jobs during the construction phase, plus 
8,000 new jobs once opened. Wixams station will 
become a 4 platform station and an A421 slip 
road will be created directly into the park. Other 
local road improvements will help with flooding 
and traffic flows around the area. The company 
have also promised to play an active role in local 
communities and are already working with our 
schools and colleges to ensure training and skills 
are available to ensure local people are able to 
take advantage of the huge boost the Park will 
bring to the area. 

Debenhams update 

In more good news for the town, part of the 
Debenhams building will soon be re-opening as a 
Tourist Information centre plus the Corn Exchange 
box office will also be joining them in the space. 
There will be information on all events and attrac-
tions around the Borough and surrounding area. 
Please let them know if you have an event you 
would like promoting. There will also be Bedford 
Borough merchandise for sale if you are looking 
for individual gifts or mementos.  

Family hubs 

From the beginning of this term, Childrenôs cen-
tres will be part of Family hubs in the Borough. 
This has enabled us to increase the number of 
drop-in sessions available to all families and also 
the more specialist support for families such as 
parenting classes and one to one help for families 
in crisis. You can find all of the sessions available 
and the weekly timetable, on the dedicated Family 
hubs web site https://familyhubs.bedford.gov.uk.  

During the school summer holiday, we will also be 
opening a brand new Family hub in the town cen-
tre near the bus station. This will cater for families 
with older children and will provide a focal point 
for youth working in the town. 

Foster carers 

The Borough Council has a large number of Foster 
families who work extremely hard to provide love 
and support to the children in the councilôs care. 
We are committed to improving the care and sup-
port we provide to these carers to help to show 
our appreciation for the work they do. We have 
already increased their basic allowance and this 
year we will be giving them an exemption from 

paying council tax. We are increasing the support 
we can offer to the Foster families with a new pro-
ject called ñMocking birdò that works by building a 
small community around each carer. Now in part-
nership with GLL, our leisure providers,  Foster 
families are being offered free leisure and swim-
ming for themselves and all members of their 
household including any foster children. 

If you would like to find out more about becoming 
a Foster carer with Bedford Borough please visit 
the website at: https://www.bedford.gov.uk/
social-care-and-health/fostering. 

New SEND school open 

The new SEND school, Rivertree, opened in 
Kempston earlier last term. It is a fabulous facility 
with purpose-built swimming pool, sensory rooms, 
gym and Interactive room. At the moment there 
are 60 children with a range of additional needs 
on roll, but this will increase to 200 in September 
next year and will be one of the biggest SEND free 
schools in the country. It was built by the Borough 
council with Dept for Education money and will 
enable us to support more of our children and 
young people closer to their homes. 

Year of Reading ï Book Fairies 

Bedford Borough Council launched its ñYear of 
Readingò earlier this year and we have been busy 
arranging events throughout the borough all to 
celebrate and promote reading. 

Our latest initiative is a collaboration with the 
Book Fairies, where we wrap a book with a ribbon, 
put a personal note inside and a sticker on the 
front and then hide the book in plain sight for oth-
ers to find and enjoy. Councillors and school chil-
dren have been busy hiding books all over the ar-
ea, in the town and villages and this will 
continue throughout the year. The Book 
Fairies will be at the Kite Festival at Russell 
Park on 21st and 22nd June. Drop in and see 
them if you would like to be part of the fun. 
There will also be book signings and local author 
readings for the children to enjoy. For more infor-
mation on Book Fairies go to the Bedford Borough 
year of reading web page at www.bedford.gov.uk/
yearofreading or email: yearofread-
ing@bedford.gov.uk 

 
If you need any further information or assistance 
with issues at the council, you can call me on 
07952 879587  

or email jane@janewalker.co.uk.  

You can also find me and/or message me on  

Facebook @CllrJaneWalker. 

 
Jane Walker 

Borough Councillor for Clapham and Oakley 
 

Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Democrats 

https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/yearofreading
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/yearofreading
mailto:yearofreading@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:yearofreading@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:jane@janewalker.co.uk
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Palm Sunday.  

We processed 

from the Old 

School to St. 

Mary's and 

George & Jack the 

Donkeys were 

well behaved.  

Needs You to keep our 

streets safe! 

Our team  has been pared down to just 8 volun-

teers and it is clear that we urgently need 

new recruits if we are to continue to deliver 

our current level of involvement.  

We are a welcoming group and operations are 

pleasant social experiences; there is plenty of 

time to chat. If would find it helpful to come with 

a friend, we are very able to train and deploy you 

as a partnership. 

Call Paul on 07 968 122 301    or email him on 

paulphillips65@gmail.com 

  Paul Phillips ï Speedwatch Co-ordinator 

 

2025 Oakley Show 
The 2025 Oakley Show will take place on Sun-

day, 7th September so please put the date in 

your diary. 

It is time to start sowing your seeds and getting 

your crafting started ready for showing. 

We would love to hear from you if you have any 

ideas or suggestions for the show. You can 

email the1juliamn@aol.com or call on 

07778537427. 

Keep up to date with what is going on our Face-

book page, Oakley Show. 

Oakley Show Committee  
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Oakley Show 

7th September 2025 
 

You should have received a programme for Oakley Show along with this newsletter, please take 
the time to have a look and see what you can enter this year. 

Last year Ian Percival won the Best in Show trophy for the fourth time and he has provided the 
following useful information for any of you thinking of entering this year: 

I have been very fortunate to have been a winner at the Oakley Show over the years and hope 
that I can persuade others to enter their produce this year. 

So, letôs consider what to enter in the show. Experience tells me to enter as many categories as 
possible. Points make prizes!  When it comes to my veg, I usually have a good idea what will do 
well but growing is different year in year out and is very weather dependent. Some years it has 
not been until the morning of the show that I have decided what to enter and I have been known 
to harvest my produce on the morning of the show.  I have also seen others do the same. 

Some useful tips: -  

Try to display veg and fruit of equal size and colour.  I have in the past gone through a whole 
sack of potatoes to get similar ones. 

It is worth displaying items in an appealing way by using attractive containers/fillings etc. 

Clearly label produce with the variety and what they were grown from i.e. seed or set. 

Simply appreciate we are supporting our community.  Therefore, have fun and remember there 
are no losers.  It is always healthy to have as much competition as possible and to see the pro-
duce of others.   

So come on, get growing and Best of Luck for the 2025 Show! 

Ian Percival 

Thanks for that Ian, let us see who can take up the challenge and get their name on the trophy 
for 2025! 

As before there is no entry fee for under 16s but their age will only be taken into consideration in 
the childrens' classes. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on the day, even if you do not want to en-
ter you are very welcome to come along and enjoy the refreshments and visit the craft stalls, you 
could even join in the auction and get your hands on some lovely locally grown fruit, vegetables 
and produce or win a prize in the raffle.                  

                        Oakley Show Committee 
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The Foundation exists to assist young people between ages 16 - 25, 

who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books and 

tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications and more information can be obtained from 

the Parish Clerk from the end of March. 

 

For an application form please email parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk 

 

Applications accepted by 2nd May. Itemised receipts for purchases of  

goods must be provided. 
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Oakley Village Monthly Quiz ééééééééé.. 

I am pleased to report that the quizzes continue to be extremely well supported. The end of February 

saw the end of the Parish Council fiscal year. As a result, we were joined at the March quiz by repre-

sentatives from the organisations nominated to receive a donation from the yearôs quiz profits. On 

behalf of the Parish Council and the Quizzers equal donations totalling Ã2,259 were presented, as 

shown in the photo, to; Lee Carpenter (AFC Oakley Junior Football), Jeanette Letch (Methodist 

Messy Church), Jenny Sudworth (St Maryôs Messy Church) and Amanda Keen (Oakley Brown-

ies and Rainbows). Sargeant Harry Smith, Cadet Flight Sargeant Efraim Gray and Cadet Sargeant 

Izzie Maguire attended to receive a donation on behalf of the ñ2462 Oakley Air Training Corps 

Squadronò. Oakley Scout Group were unable to attend so received their donation separately.  

The ATC are using their donation to help fund a new squadron flight simulator and the Scouts and 

Cubs will buy a new fire pit and repair slippery decking at their Hut. St Maryôs Messy Church are to 

purchase a new advertising board and craft items and books for the children. The Methodist Messy 

Church intend to purchase materials for their art and craft and science experiment activities.  The 

Parish Council have decided this fiscalôs profits will be donated in the same way as last yearôs. There-

fore, at Christmas Ã150 donations will be made to the Oakley Day Centre and to the Oakley care 

home for people with learning difficulties to help fund their Christmas celebrations. In March 2026 the 

profit balance will again be split equally between the remaining organisations. 

The March Quiz was won by ñGreat Expectationsò who as ñReturn of the Managementò also won the 
May event. The April honours went to ñThe Cheesy Puffsò. All three teams are pictured.  
 
The quizzes will continue to be held monthly. Please see the posters around the village and social me-

dia posts for more details. If anyone wishes to enter a team, maximum 6 people, then please email 

me at richworker@hotmail.co.uk                                                                    Richard Worker 

Presentation of donation cheques ñGreat Expectationsò  

Winners of March Quiz 

ñThe Cheesy Puffsò 

Winners of April Quiz 

ñReturn of the Managementò  

Winners of May Quiz 
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Down Memory Lane  

    Oakley and the history of its pubs éé.. 

If asked what makes an quintessential English village, I 

think Oakley places a big tick in all of the boxes. An an-

cient bell ringing church, a meandering river with a quaint 

bridge, a village green, countryside walks, a Post Office 

and of course a traditional village pub. The existence of an 

Oakley village pub dates back over 255 years with histori-

cal records referencing three pubs during this period; ñThe 

Five Bellsò, ñThe Red Lionò and ñThe Bedford Armsò. 

In records dated 1770 one Oakley property is described as 

"at Church End a public house called The Five Bells". The 

location and name indicate that it must have been close to 

the church. By 1820 this property had been acquired by 

the Duke of Bedford. The countywide licensing register of 

1822 shows only one public house in Oakley, ñThe Bed-

ford Armsò, indicating that ñThe Five Bellsò must have 

closed at some point between 1770 and 1820.  

Records relating to ñThe Red Lionò show that it first stood on the site of what is now 29 Church Lane, 

then called Duck End. In 1771 a property purchased on the site is described in the deeds as a public 

house called ñThe Red Lionò. In 1791, Bedford brewer John Nash, purchased ñThe Red Lionò, as it 

was still known, and its four and a half acres of land. By 1839 Nash was thinking of selling the prop-

erty and documents drawn up by his solicitor in January 1820 refer to a public house in Oakley for-

merly known as ñThe Red Lionò but now known as ñThe Bedford Armsò. However, it was not until 21 

November 1840 that Nash sold the land to the Duke of Bedford. The deed referred to a piece of land 

in Duck End on which a public house formerly known as ñThe Red Lionò, then ñThe Bedford Armsò 

had stood, but "had recently been pulled down and removed". The old pub had not only changed its 

name from ñThe Red Lionò to ñThe Bedford Armsò but had also been demolished. The Enclosure Map 

of 1804, see this page, shows the buildings and adjoining land and from this map it is evident that 

this is the site of today's 29 Church Lane, with the current building being constructed by the Duke of 

Bedford in 1854. 

Despite the old pubôs demolition, it seems that in 1840 

the public house licence simply ñmoved up the roadò to a 

building which was also owned by the Duke of Bedford. 

Records describe this as a building "on the south side of 

the road from Oakley to Milton Ernest late in occupation 

of John Campion as a farmhouse and now used as a pub-

lic house and known by the name or sign of the Bedford 

Arms". The next most significant event occurred on 31 

October 1918 when the Duke of Bedford decided to sell 

parts of the Oakley Estate by auction. The properties in-

cluded ñThe Bedford Armsò and ñThe Smithyò which still 

stands, albeit dilapidated, on the corner of Church Lane 

and the High Street. I covered the detail of the auction in the Winter 2024 Newsletter. 

Clearly since 1840, when the population of Oakley was 492, the site and building has changed signifi-

cantly and in April 1985 ñThe Bedford Armsò became a listed Grade II, of special interest, building. 

I have fond memories of ñThe Bedford Armsò, the place of my first illegal and legal alcoholic drink !! I 

celebrated my 50th birthday and 25th wedding anniversary there and many Christmas and New 

Yearôs Eve events. The Millenium celebrations are memorable when the pub was licenced to stay 

open until dawn on 1 January 2000 to serve the gathered throng with breakfast!! 

In recent years the pub trade has been faced with many challenges including law changes impacting 

smoking and drink driving, wider availability of low-cost alcohol, increased taxes, the development of 

doorstep food deliveries and more recently the Covid pandemic. Currently 34 English and Welsh pubs 

are closing each month. However, despite the challenges, for Oakley, the box labelled ñtraditional 

village pubò has remained ticked for over 255 years and let us ñraise a glassò to the hope that it will 

remain so for many more. Cheers!!                                                                      Richard Worker 

The Bedford Arms site in 1804 

Advert for Bedford Arms 1964 
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 The Bromham Show  

Has grown from a simple village fete in 

1948 into a spectacular day of fun and 

entertainment for the village and sur-

rounding area.  The show is a large 

event with approximately 2500 visitors.   

There are lots of attractions and events 

for all ages and the highlights can be 

seen on the front cover of the brochure. 

Around the arena is a large óvillageô of 

Craft Stalls and there will be a Classic 

Car Parade where all Classic and Sports 

car enthusiasts are invited to take 

part.    

Exhibits will be on display from an ex-

tensive variety of classes and adults and 

children are encouraged to enter their 

work and creations.  

Bromhamôs community event of the 

year provides a great, value for money, 

day out. 


