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u u L OAKLEY PARI SH
Parish Council News CouNGCI L
PARI SH CLERK
Ann Paice
SL““I“er 2026 31 Radwell Road
Mil ton Ernest
) Bedford, MK44 1SH
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i n AMladrch to di scuss proposed l ans and gi ve )
feedback. Residents have ndwW d€e iC\Pd S£ Woy &, will be don
through their doorAlitnmdmgm@ng%vﬁsg. teheufioftpaLQ g?g Itlhsfﬁ
ning permission stild]l mu s t hth% g rod taqc£ v{/)eo ciiccnlorbqt_
object to a request that site preparation work may
start, al though we did requwadpti ItshavhBornadawgh itho Bromham can
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in Oakley need. Accordingl yhemhe!l easteh dol. ulf Srees Page )
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young people in Oakley any parish countchd pneteltiicngopen
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and commit ment to producingttthe |l me&wdlyetpt érce H|05|IVE-
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furel Gommunites Chasty News from Oakley Vilrage Agent
Vill age Agents provide a freeandcanfei cheermtei alo sherl wi peeopl e
vari ety oifl arsgseueossr small . We are funded by Bedford Ba@rou
checked and operate in the strictest confidence. Andjrea
Support with BluéefBgodgedave a permanent disability ojr il
ability then you may be entitled to apply for a Bl ue| Bac
closer to your des@ ihmaveéeonho bNeuaddoni ver to apply, yolu ce¢
cle as Il ong as you are a passenger. Andrea can help Jyou
Attendance Aliliosvaaamoanns tested benefit for people ovier
with extra costs incurred because of a severe illnesj|s,
A114.60 per week. Andrea can help you to claim if yolu ¢tt
Disabled toilet-%cmesdi kelyl ed toilets can only be used b
RADAR key. I f you have a disability that means you [neec
free RADAR key
Hel p with f orimafniyl Ipierogpplie cdradmi ng the benefits they are
help identify which benefits you can claim by doing Ja cc
you fil/]l in those complicated forms such® alsl Abwamdan|cwor
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to call you back within 48 hours




HAZEL KAYE

AWARD WINNING SALON
HAIR, BEAUTY & FACIALAESTHETICS

Indulge in Luxury

40 High Street, Oakley, Beds, MK43 7RG
Tel: 01234 826502

Designer of Savile Row Private Collection
& Maison Charel fragrances @
www.hazelkaye.com |

p



Borough Council pr@lpqgement of the river bank.

advising | andowners whose profyg

the river, to keep the area f

East West Rail (EWR) Update&s fallen branches and weeds.

] ) when the river floods it is |e

EWR ha§ Iaunche.d ",’thefpualbg\ﬁﬁ’b?fream which in turn then
sultation, rudfAipng If"da®me12Q26.

This is an i mportant opportunity for communities
to review the latest plangOandhgpowiededof eheddvpeaclkad weath
before final proposals arehasubmprooe®dt bl G ewayrning sig

ment in 2027. sure updates quicker and cl| ea
) ) ened how teams work together

They are holdln.g a series coafn puebtl 'iCnfeovranhttﬁ’onW?l&'s'ter

nars and an online consultatlon portal where resi -

dents can view plans and phhhvaddi fie@@patrCcalh pemmunity |

cal event will take place '|rhCVBee3d3feodrd ®nll3grvmypsagtacross

Ki g House, Ampthill Road. are supported by the Council w

) ) me nt and an extra A10,000 of

What is being proposed: additional flood kits.

1 A rebuilt Bedford statiomMme IideCylnUcdiiinde Et™Wi Pde@d "t 0 checl
forms, improved access, tad omesStedmefeitiryaned, hel p make
and a public plaza. me nt manages water properly a

q A new station at Bedfordre@aseohh®odr i §Kat ed

closer to Bedford Hospitglypport for residents facing
1 Changes to infrastructuge| t@ogditegfduce disrup-
tion, including potenti al avoidance of major
bridge works. There.W|.II. be an add.|t|onal Al
i A relocat-sttomeltrcar par(ljfotuozmt'hce,[t'v%e'sstl?nd Rgst|hl|enge Fuh
of Bedford station (For 0Iénds Rsoardlggg |n.g w1 rtstng
U q t t h M t e\}<t|ra Lf_un ing ﬁsd,es%emally g
T fpgra esl 0 € tatr_s OncoamFeun_lltqee’s,'nv(\;heure':n any house
ewer., arger statirons g9 in'gmporiolvegndsecra'n be hit h a
Vi ces. rises
i A new station at Tempsford, pl anned earlier
T Up to four trains per hoeusr',dev\ﬂttsh whopdied e jogy oi 1 for
fifth service at peak tltn‘?erks' and targeted Ietthers Wh'l
i Longer trains to meet fun}auree Sdluerme n%gpport rea_c es t (.)'
U f hybrid electricl/ I%’IP ° O?%%hqlodssuWI-ll recelt
T se€ o y F‘BuﬁdyAééé’. P
port environment al goal s.
ehol d Supportd Fruend changes

While EWR is presenting p‘&‘% ed deS|g [S
vised construction plans, Sthpep oddr ef oirs sfuraemsi | i @emaidiri ng tt
unchanged. The Borough coufbBngwingl ®Be cltomai P re-vfivnudedGo
ing its response to the cdéodMouisedoil n Sappartspercamt) food
meeting '6May27 Everyone is Wa&lsScoma tewdgd. There is no refg

along to listen to the deb&aeetof updi ngarf owattchh st haevai | abl
live stream on | ine. Counci l wi || still provide su

. . dren an families in Bedford B
Further i nformati on on t he consultation can be

found therntes:// eastwestrail Chbbl dkeRewbp|l guaktfy c&n Hoddes

-stori esvessgaatahnoundesadff $ naday Activities and Food progr

consultation vides free holiday activities
every session.

, Families facing genuine hardsh
Flood Risk Management Updat e council for support throug
Flood resilience has contlvhéééP”t%”dbecrdsb§ GFrapys, whic
across Bedford Borough, Wlstehntdrf"ly'S SHENpaspd o, " heating
affected by internal floodlrng during Storm CIl au-
di a, and with fewer road and bridge cl osuQerst itnhuiesd on Pa
past year. This is in parst due to the flood team


https://eastwestrail.co.uk/news/latest-stories/east-west-rail-announces-details-of-final-consultation
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OAKLEY VILLAGE MONTHLY
7,917,

%'?'-"/n_?'\

Run by Oakley Parish Council and held in Dakley Village Hall

Friday 17 JULY 2026

Friday 18 SEPTEMBER 2026

- ‘ - — 7.30pm start
se“ a" YOlII' unwanted thlngs ‘ Maximum 6 people per team
9 OI‘I your doorstep' ‘d B £3.00 per person (cash payment only please)

Bring your own snacks and drinks (alcohol allowed)

If you would like to enter a team please advise
Richard Worker at richworker@hotmail.co.uk

Held in association wnth Oakley Primary Academy PTA i

——— To join the trail, email :

Come along and have some fun and socialise with

 ebishop2012@hotmail.com *

O ovs valablc nearer te time! QR
Qromham Show <. ..+

N8 Gardening
7o ZSU Eraam oy 2 02 6 Services

Defying Gravity - freestyle
BMX and mountainboarding
display

Black Eagles - a trio
. . Enjoy a tidy, well-kept garden without the hassle.
OfacrObats that have On the playlng fleld at: | offer dependable, professional lawn and garden

performed a" over EUI'OPe Th v_“ H “ care tailored to your space, ensuring your outdoor
eVillage Ha

. area looks its best throughout the year. As a local
Wonder Whe.elers = We.lrd vi"age Road gardener with 8 years’ experience, | take pride in
and wacky blcydes to rlde Bromham MK43 8.'P providing reliable, high-quality service you can trust.
Plus, many other

activities around
thefield

fellow quizzers

Exceptional Gardening Solutions

£20 per hour

(Labour cost only)

Materials, waste disposal, specialist equipment and other
job-related costs charged separately (agreed in advance).

Contact me today for a free quote
07954 107696 | Stum4rshall@gmail.com

Public liability insured

Entry Prices - Adults £3, Children Free. On-Field Car Parking £3

« Garden maintenance . Planting
Services - Hedge cutting - Brush cutting & overgrown clearance
« Lawn care « Waste removal



Boring jJob?
Not at Bedf ordshire
Bedfordshire Police offers a career
make a real di fference within the co
Every day is different. We are a S ma
of experience due to the wide range
other forces in the UK.
You are not just a number at BedfordshidtmiRoltieaens Yaoud wilt
wi || al ways be someone to support you through the upls an
As a police officer, you wi ||l handle things most peolpl e
Your mental, emotional, and physical capabilities willl b
sional approach throughout, no matter what the situaftion
I& a challenging 24/ 7 service and you wil/| work a ralnge
You might miss celebrations, birthdays, or holidays,| but
job |l i ke no other.
Yod | be part of a uniqgque organisation, working with Ji nsp
and rewards of the job.
Yod | be highly t fsaviprpeod teendd tvherlolughout your service ag yo
some of the most difficult situations in their 1|ife.
You wi |l support victims and witnesses and provide rjeass
Everyone at Bedfordshire Po
sponsibility to help create
where police officers and s V
feel valued for their diffe ' ‘hOI
sel ves. P&}M
We are committed to providi ﬂl‘l‘l}erconceﬂ &
ments, wherever needed so e
come and can fl ouri sh.
As a frontline officer you
to someone every day.
| f you think being part of
the public safe and-ttehayK |lies
y ou, then a role with Bedfo
your next career step.
ing now.
bout the diffe
and apply to |j
website:
odoer (WWW. beds. polic
You can al so f Saturday”th]uly2026
HERE Facebook by se 7:00 PM - St Peter’s Church, Thurleigh
c i r e Bedfordshire P £8 a ticket on the door CASH only
more news and -
ment wupdates.




Borough Council Repargmpty unit, improve the loo
area, and support wider wuse of
-Continued such as the Corn Exchange duri

Support for Unpaid Carers

Planning Update: New Govermrmémtrd Borough Council is wor
Direction on Major Housi ng pApplnie¢at i oMosbi | i se and Bl ue S
An i mportant change to théO HQ‘RF. HG §99?8Fntitsor unpaid
coming into ef'f'"day 20 26n LlrigglfOlfgll%

Town and Country Planni Mebi (feesuvlkfatrsomnyee digital s
(England) Direction 2026 thattaaffoard¢timeplr@anmiundeadn- well be
plications for 150 or mor e efivguiglance, dhiirtkgfoupt sessions,0and one-to-

ernmég&ntnew direction, wher enea SILppCpadrthcaannisngNith a carer

authority is minded to refuse an applic atlo

si ze, it must first refer 'éeaﬁ(?}l”%%rt? b T ?%pq%%ftag roavdld

retary of State before a (YéCCIeSI ﬁj (95:”1 3gce‘fsscﬂled UIt €

What this means i s: p.orF for hoo' ‘may not b
digital services. |t wi || al s

Applications for 150+ homeo swoiutladl 6HBBrUerisd f 808V ng hel p i n
ernment-ofifgrmefore refusal coqifvidehht Waitekakling when | ove

greater ability to overturnor ¢iffospaltsl
Councils cannot i ssue a refauseals whntill aptolEe@asdbl2el t o ac
days after notifying Govera@imgint Cair et r®@adrudc,i nghideh can h €
|l ays and an additional | ayaeameonfs en ayteiso masl aoveearsdrdhdnd acc
This will restoalkilictounco |lddrfadiffMsarticipating busine
planning applications and Ed¢<£@adrei mg SfyosrteBrredwrberrde Borough
deci sions are increasingly controlled nati onal y .

We are al ways Iooklng for more
Whil e the Council wi || conjtg ok ea fttoe ra sosuers smoaspp lviud an-er abl e
tions against pl anning polégyi radifimd notc arl a tchoenrs itdhearna-an i ns
tions, this change means tHhe&rm tshemewedectchhnobe, of overco
particularly refusals, willbrnowsBetsnelhj ematy haveuekherien
review beyond the | ocal authority. )

The Borough counci l supports o
Bedford Athletics Stadium a scheme called Mocking bird w
I'n April the Council celebyéfjgdatﬁgm@'ﬂ?‘EYano%% @ who
of the new track at BedfocradreAtl‘Plet'lcces gpaﬁlﬂr[n'end ¢
Funded by Bedford Borough B&&fcit |§e aPVhePEWi peb page
with GL it means high |ergaet||oaqhq .S/ W FHrd..go'
to the Borough. mocklng.BJeldrfdord Bprough Council

help with Council tax charges
The new track is already beirggtRUbuto|lapedreseabVliities
young athletes and after_ h@%alfa§uy5;5_6r'tesyo"‘bereec%$ve as a
sessed by the UK At hletics, competitive events
can now return to the stadildimyou are considering taking

role, you can find outhtnopgse: /i/n
Bedford Park Bandstand www. bedford. goxcauwnderndeai ah/
Aftoer bein fosterim%/—rﬁvwhsot re contfact eus

g out of use fol’ngﬂ“@ﬁé"dftoradn. gjo ars,

Bedf ord& PAhArktoric bandstand has now been Jane Wal ker
beauti fully restored. This i nvestment coun
cil in one®omo8edfoerdsured p&?t())lrloggg é)oyun0|ll for cla
set s, means that resi dent s| fc aylo w0 Nrte€e da gaan yn  feunrj tohye r infor
the bandstand for music amdt ®0mMMkyietsy a&vetNHeé council, \
for years to come. 07952 879587 jamedaiiainlewal ker . co
Town Centre Update Facebook @CllrJaneWal ker .
Part of the former Beal es ynint ,Ab\@mitqh hay 7Baae 49180
vacant, is set to come back into as it becomes )
the home of a new dance andzmﬁ"érfor%lomftabrts fbaP-Ott71@'C|°
cility, helping to bring frrFeaskbom&r g\l ampdh aanc & Wiatky ey Li b
into the town centre. This wil/l make better use of

¢


https://www.bedford.gov.uk/mockingbird
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/mockingbird
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering/who-can-foster
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/fostering/who-can-foster
mailto:fostering@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:fostering@bedford.gov.uk
mailto:jane@janewalker.co.uk

simple system.

Booking Secretary needed for

Oakley Village Hall

The Village Hall needs a volunteer to help with managing the hires. The
role includes checking our phone and email, and confirming details on a

If you might be interested in this, please contact Julia Nicholas via

oakleyvillagehall@gmail.com to find out more.

Oakley Village Hall is used by so many people throughout the month. Here is a listing of some of our

regular groups — they would be very pleased to hear from you if you're interested in finding out more.

We also have Monday sessions in Line Dancing and in Pilates

Activity When Contact
, Instagram/Facebook Tums, Bums and Walking ones;
Baby & Toddler grou
y group Wednesday morning 07444061604
Under 5s Play & Learn 2™ Monday morning of | www.familyhubs.bedford.gov.uk

the month

admin@ecpbedford.org 0300 323 0245

Bowls (indoor)

Wednesday evening

07773970771; jet.jthomas@googlemail.com

Dance - ballet & other

Monday, Tuesday &
Thursday evening

Miss Holly's School of Dance
07840 492178; misshollysdance@gmail.com
http:/Awww.misshollysschoolofdance.co.uk

Music 4 Memory (Tibbs
Dementia Foundation)

Thursday morning

jeni@tibbsdementia.co.uk

Quiz (monthly) i:grirr:day night of the richworker@hotmail.co.uk
Sound bath 4th Sunday of each Mindlight Sound Bath 07848855570 & 01234 405024
month berni@mindlightmeditation.com;

Tai Chi (run though U3a)

Tuesday morning

https://bedford.u3asite.ulk/ulda groups/tai-chi/

Yoga (Chair-based yoga)

Friday morning

Sarah Westbrook - 07702898773
sarahwyoga79@gmail.com
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Oakley Village Hall for Hire

Main hall with stage, capacity 100 seated
Air-conditioning
PA system
Smaller meeting room with bar
Well-equipped kitchen with hatch to main hall
Wheelchair-friendly, and accessible toilet

Parking
Perfect for ﬁour family events, meetings,
fScrabhypeg sBlieties Ne! P-

or

g

gar eni ng

hel pChurch Lane, Oakley, Bedford, MK43 7RJ
r el www.oakleyvillagehall.org.uk

ICorltact 8581: oakleyvillagehall@gmail.com or 07788 796996

Becky Southern

A%
A4

Travel Holidays

Join our fabulous india specialist Bella on a personally designed
(and escorted) small group tour:

THE GRAND GANGES & ROYAL HEARTLAND
Sth-18th March 2027
From £2,715pp (single supplement £545)

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
# Delhi: Presidential Palace
* Khajuraho: UNESCO-listed temples
# Orchha: Fort visit & temple aarti ceremony
» Lucknow: street food tour & sightseeing
= Varanasi: Ganga aarti ceremony & sunrise
boat rnide
* Kolkata: Flower Market & Victona Memonal

LIMITED SPACES AVAILABLE!
) Contact Bella to find out more:

01234 326 758 | sales@selectiravelholidays.co.uk
Fop in at 24a Mill Street, Bedford

Subject o mlnlrnum numbers. Mot inchuded: India visa fiees; any expenses of persona’ nature, including beverages, tips & gratuities
et; camera fee at the monuments; fravel insurance. Principal Operator is My Private Joumeys/Mowvaturient - registered address: 34

PRICE INCLUDES:
* International flights
* Transfars + internal flights
= Accommedation on a half-boara basis
* Farswzll lunch
= Guigded sightsesing and monumeant
antrance fess as per itinerary

Costons Lane, Greenford, UBE BRP ATOL: 12018 Contact +44 {00 203 1500 433 or enquires@myprivatejourneys.com

M M



Oakley .\
Oakl ey
RCC Good L
ppmemmmeees - Good Nei ghbour s
Neighbours
Launched
We have made great progress in working to st wu
Oakl ey with the support of the Parish Counci|l a
| age.
 The scheme | aunched]|in
‘fering local residengnts
L tal or doctor appoi gt me
\gardening/DIY job, d¢oll
scriptions and compani
:.Ahave a team of wvolunpt eece
i nsured and DBS chegkec
2As you can see the lLaur
Nopened by 4dheulblemanft S
" Lousada and attended by
: 'ising Committee, Tellept
and the Volunteers. We would also |Iike to thank
Nei ghbours Scheme who supported the event and a
their three years experience of running thei|lr g
m Oakley
509 91(: mmanities Charit GOOd Ll‘ |
Neighbours

Do YOU need help?

Good Neighbour volunteers can help with
%> Lifts to hospital / doctor appointments
Y9 A Small gardening/ DIY jobs
f Collecting prescriptions

[oe] Have a chat with a volunteer

YES? Callus on: 07761 665314 Line is open Mon-Fri(10am - 3pm)

Anything one neighbour might do for another.

All volunteers are insured and have a DBS check.



Minute-taker needed for Oakley Village Hall

Oakley Village Hall is looking for a new Secretary to join the Committee.

The role involves taking minutes at meetings, and helping run the Hall.

For more information, please contact the current Secretary, Ruth Bender,

via oakleyvillagehall@gmail.com

Pi oneering, police statiéon 5 a
phaseout Scoutsr\()n
Since the last village newsletter, 3§ han
archery, |l earning how to tie dlfferel Oakley (Bedford) [i one
pl aying a human kmethgdmkbt Weof messy _ qci -
ence experiments, including making a gt and
ball oon with baking powder and Gviaqueigtae di
pl an. More pancake making practicedé ia ne:
tempt
One of the highlights of recent actiyv tast
scenes at Mi Il ton Keynes police statio t o
the cell s! The police officer who sh c ame
Cub evening the following week to tea y CP
Three more of our amazing Cubs hauseSao%%‘“v ni ef
Award. A very well done to them!
As ever, al |l these activities take a | ot of time for] the
the Cubs have great fun and are safe. Extra hel p, hagqwev e
tinue running these activities and would also allow Jjus t
thriving in the village.
But here is the sad truth
Wit hout more adult helpers, we are under the very refal t
village! That would mean our children having to travjel f
skills and a |l ot of fun. Of the 2500 or so people Ilijving
bet ween 19 and 74 years of age. Al we need, to keep Sc
pl e. And we need them now! Thet ket oyeredqs8i yvemaerst ol §. I
pl ease help
To explore volunteering opportunities with Oakley Sgtgout
|l eader, trustee or occasional help behind the scenefp, p
872172 panatscoutbits @ wMalnyo kh.ammam make | i ght wor k!

M O


mailto:janetscoutbits@outlook.com

The

Oa k | ey \
%19“9‘%% h
= Show

6th Sep
We are busy prepari
year's Show and | oo\
seeing you on the 6/ .
with all of your entries. You should
receive your Show programme along with this newsl ettjer b
we will get one to you. We are grateful to Whites ES Ltd
gramme this year and to Milton Ernest Garden Centre |for
We wi | | have the mini craft fair again this year whijch h
be a raffle for prizes donated by | ocal Oakl ey businesse
produce in the auction. Even if you don't want to en|ter
has been entered and enjoy a cup of tea or coffee anld so
We are also pleased to announce that Nikki Fox from |BBC
again this year.
David Exon won the Best I n Show trophy for the first] tin
about the show for wus:
il have tried to support the show by entering exhibifts s
been about the winning, its about supporting the show by
age my grandchildren to enter things they might have mad
the better the show. | f | win a category or two that| is
I have had a half plot on the Oakley allotment site |sinc
self as any sort of expert, | took it on just fod.a |bit
Every year is different, What grew well l ast year mijght
mi shaps! | planned to enter some nice sweet corn in |l ast
I Then the Parakeets stripped every one of them! | [Iijlke t
gories as | cdn.entfery oaun yit@ni ghugaryaorut eed not t o get any poi
and you might. Evi@oh imfy yowrtgheitnke s aroéd gnot verwsggod | cha
no one&deksargettes are much different.
Here are soie g(i vie cdahrem al | awadwe )|l eoafr ntehde otvreirc kishel yelar s:
I f you're entering a &r owpg &fbossameathlei g gigtest its morle al
set, size, colour, etc. My carrots were all/l rat her simal |
Think about how to best present each entry. | try to pla
china pl ad efofgen to collect up your plates before tley
Nice neat | abels detailing the variety etc are hel pfjul .
I f entering art work, you might be surprized how muclh be
Remember that you can enter two items in each category,
and, the more entries the better the show!
So come oin,be@osxnhy, give it a go, enter something. Gejt yo
Mum to enter something. Its all al®out supporting the con
Great advice there from David, |l et's hope that he hals pl
wi || see another new name on the trophy.
You can follow us on our Facebook page ' Oakl ey Show' or
guestions or suggestions.

Oakl ey Show Clo mmi




and Fawvenham Road where the speeds observed were much the zame

Since gur |ast report we have completed operations in Reyneas Drive
] as before. We often wonder how representative what we 528 on our

e Qaldeyy
- Speed
- Watch aperations is regarding what happens when we zre not there. We

reported last ime an some esrly data collected from the Viacount equipment in the High Street sand

how it would need new batteries before we could continue on cur research surrcunding speseds 247
in the varicus locations using the new posts already erected around the village. Whilst awsaiting these
batteries we took a look &t the speeds of traffic departing the village at the mid-point of Highfield
Road, (between the crossroads and the by-pass roundabout) during the Easter weeskend.

lcounT 3562 2532 2113 2180 148 126

330 35| 243 237 15 1
31-34% 12.9 11.7 11.8 10.4 10.8 0.5
35+ 285 237 208 196 14 0
I35+ 111 3.0 5.8 5.0 9.5 0.0
<=14 121 106 116 105 5 7
<=14 % 47 4.2 5.5 4.8 41 3.8

A B C D E F

The first 4 columns of the table above, A B,C, and D show results on Good Friday, Easter Saturday and
Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday. Results showing that of 9,293 wehicles, one in eight exceseded the
limit up ta 24mph and 1 in 12 would be likely to be subject to prozecution must be = matter of
COMCEN.

We thought it would be interesting to s2e the degree to which theszse results would be reflected in
anes of our aperations. 50, on Tuesday 7th between 1445 and 1545 we mounted 3 live operation
[Columin F) to compare it with the same period the previous day [Column E).

Buildimg & ployure of radfic ypeed i Dekiey [ Remiote B onitoring] '|'h|5 grap_h

LiOhCATROMN fnighfesid Road -
P Y e g eenbmieree i Eives a good

i el T B gl el avora sy Diarn Wilaged
EATIEE 3034 "i'iEIJ El
indication of
a) the
effectivensss

of

_____ -::-:l:—--_’—_r——l:'-':l“_l'"__I________I__'r_'______ Spesdwatch

Irid

N T e | | P

opeErations in

slowwimg
- B < o e " traffic and b)
e’ Sy e recrrered o T s P T e e e
- it e, [ s e — ) R —— — p— honar
important it
iz for us to

collect 24hour data of speeds around the village, having noted maximum speeds in excess of 55mph

an each day 2nd a recorded &8mph on Easter Monday. It is also concerning that the average spesad
awver Ezster was 25 5mph compared to 23.5 in Januwary 2024,

Mows we have the batteries we are et to mowe the Viacount speed recorder around the various
locations of the new poles provided by the Parish Council 2nd will report back over the next months.

Several individuals have expreszed concerns that the spead data display sometimes flashes whilst in

the 40 limit by Highfield Park. We use ways of ignoring such data which are too complicated to
explain here but if you are interested in how we do this please let me know.

Foul Phillips — Speedwatch Co-ordinator

M p
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Coming soon to your local theatre! Lawn mowers &

supmaonE3 Garden Machinery

o black comaay Sales ~ Service ~ Parts ~ Hire

D l n n e r Briggs & Stratton Service Centre
by Moira Buffini STIHL Eal ALI(D

v ‘ .
|AWNELITE)/ MTD [ indes'—pensmn'
SHARNBROOK MILL THEATRE )/ ){ ..& many more
15TH-19TH SEPTEMBER 2026 LARGE SELECTION FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN.‘NG NEEDS

Tickets available online from
sniousi ot 01234 826066
Sharnbrook Mill Theatre ia & registered charity

Tickets and more information g
www.sharnbrookmilltheatre.co.uk |nf0@WhIteS online.co.uk

Sharnbrook Mill Theatre is a registered charity www.whites-online.co.uk
College Farm, Oakley, Bedford,Bedfordshire, MK43 7RX




Down Memory Lane
The Oakl ey Witch

I must admit to feeling a bit of a fraud again. Having
tion of this Newsletter | am now writing another article
ries. Mind you | am grateful for that as you will unders
Britain has a dark history of witch trials and executio
craft. I n wEnglhawej) @l sonducted from the 15th century unt
the most i nt ensEngluirs mgC{tthtet26VBale)lnd t he Puritan «dr7d hof t
century. In 1722 the | ast woman to be Il egally executed
death in Scoill7a8bd . Witlcehoentled Athe | egal prosecution for
with the crime being classed as fraud or deception rathe
While this should have ended the suffering, the practice
ery continued. In 1735, the yéaardtadfokt pé amew i ActOakad ewi t b
of the most disturbing incidents iGn aBe doffofridecsihailr edlosualail sttro
mob tosdhtowi ng how strong rur al superstition still was.
News of the incident made it all the way to AmeriTba whe
Virginia IGazekeeseri bed the people of Oakley as "prejudice
According to the Il etter §t ' g

Oakl ey woman aged over 6

de suspicion of witchcra

he name and agreed to bd&

s h woul d be stripped n i

thrown i n water. I f she

innocent, if she float ed

Th spot selected for her

icle. Despite the vil
e than 200, 500 spect :
was tied up in a wetims

c
k
r
r
e
r
n
e
was by the trhater]l MédVver e
t
r
e
covered, her feet and
d
r
d

an a rope was fast enelh GASE s ms: e
Virginia rGapzoerttteedis tehawas t hé& .osvhre ifn oated; tho' her head \
under water. She was in the water about one minute and
drown' d; when she had recovered breath, the experiment
each time; which was a plain demonstratidoon of guilt to t
Spectator s fi'ss hwiuttceld! Dr own hoe$SHe Haag h
shown |l ittle compassion or pity but |
to try her by another experiment, tha
a Church Bi bl e, a common Engl i sh p
wi tches dur7io®g Blhseed on the belief
were wunnaturally 1light, i f the accus
bi ble, they were innocent, i f lighter
She was weighed against the Oakl ey
wei ghed about twelve pounds. Not surp
ier and, therefore in theory, innocent. However, some of the
vill ager s, including the Vicar, stil
but fortunately records show that no
and no record of her being |l egally pu
The practice of '"swimming' witches continued even though
ing with reports showifinrgioeaad wa mawnt blei hg 1825. I ndeed our

featured again as | ate as BR@afdoandshi wad&% e dhre tHhieeSdllliNGe

WI TCHES AT OAKLEwhlikh referenced an art i &nfEe gflraommd Vd.n dC.t |
English in the Ei dbubénshe€ennhurly891. The event that h a
membered as one of the AWiatsd h cedxaarampileeds oouft aby vill agers in

Ri chard Wor k


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Witch_trial
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_Civil_War

