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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2016  

By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Here we are preparing for our Winter 
publication, which means Christmas is 
fast approaching. As I start to write, it is 
really cold outside with snow forecast for 
some. It is hard to believe that only a 
matter of days ago temperatures were 
quite high and many people were back 
in their summer clothing. 

Bottle Bank 

We continue to have occasional prob-
lems with the bottle bank, despite trying 
to get it emptied at regular intervals.  I 
am sure everyone will agree with me 
that it is a waste of time and money to 
have it emptied when only half full. Can 
I make a plea that if you take your emp-
ties to the bottle bank and find it full, 
please take your empties away again 
and contact either Ann, the Clerk to the 
Parish Council or a Parish Councillor and 
report your findings. 

Newsletter 

We continue to receive very favourable 

comments about the quality of our 

newsletter which in turn reflects very 

favourably on our Community. I am sure 

the Editor, Bill, would welcome articles, 

particularly those of local interest or in-

deed current news. [Editor - yes please] 

Irresponsible and inconsiderate 
parking 

The majority of our residents and road 
users act very responsibly, but sadly a 
minority still do not, for whatever rea-
sonéé..To the responsible many 
THANK YOU and to the irresponsible 
and inconsiderate few please do NOT:-  

¶ Park on the zig/zags outside  
schools 

¶ Park/stop on verges and footpaths 

¶ Drive on the grass verge. I appeal 

to you never to do this for obvious 

reasons. Mounting our grass verg-

es at this time of year will cause 

irreparable damage. 

¶ Park/stop on or close to a junc-
tion. 

Continued on page 3 
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¶ Obstruct the dropped kerbs.  They are 

there for a purpose. 

¶ Park/stop on yellow lines or across en-

trances to driveways. 

We can all play our part in trying to discourage 

this behaviour, either, if appropriate and safe, 

by speaking to the offender or by taking a pho-

tograph and reporting the matter. 

Neighbourhood Development Plan 

I know Pat Olney and her team continue to be 

very busy in their production of this very im-

portant document.  It is their intention to give 

all residents opportunity to comment early in 

2017.  The consultation will take place at the 

Village Hall and when the date is announced 

please do your best to attend.  We want the 

consultation to be as wide as possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lincroft School/Bedfordia Cross Country 

Competition 17 January 2017 

Lincroft School will once again be organising 

and hosting a Schoolsô Cross Country Run on 17 

January 2017 which will be attended by many 

schools from Bedfordshire and surrounding 

counties.  To facilitate the many coaches and to 

ensure safety for our young people a road clo-

sure is being applied for by the school along the 

length of Station Road from Reynes Drive to 

Lovell Road/Church Lane between approximate-

ly 11am and 4pm.  The school is arranging for 

St Marys Church Car Park and Oakley Club Car 

Park to be used.  Road parking will be discour-

aged by use of no Waiting cones.  Generally the 

event has been very successful and very well 

planned by the Staff at Lincroft School.  The 

main problems have been caused by the late 

arrival of parents who feel they can park just 

where they want.  We are hopeful that this 

forthcoming event some patrolling Police Staff 

will be able to deal with offenders in the appro-

priate way. 

Childrensô Play Areas in the Village 

The Parish Council has been looking at improve-

ments to the play area in The Furlong.  The 

views of residents in The Furlong have been  

 

 

sought and subject to costs and available fi-

nance we will endeavour to make some im-

provements.  At the same time we thought it 

would also be sensible and appropriate to look 

at the play area on the Green in the centre of 

the village.  Any changes here will also be de-

pendent on available finance.  Residents are 

invited to submit views/comments concerning 

this play area and its equipment by email to 

Ann Paice, Clerk to Oakley Parish Council  

maea@paice31.fsnet.co.uk  

Average Speed Cameras 

Remember all average speed cameras are now 

working.  At this time I do not have figures 

available, but hope to include them in our 

Spring Newsletter.  Please be conscious of your 

speed within the village and keep below 30mph. 

Well I think Iôve rambled enough. Once again 

thank you for your continued support and thank 

you to our editor Bill Chalker.  

I hope everyone has a lovely Christmas and a 

very Happy New Year. 

Paul Phillips 

Chairman 
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    Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

 
Winter Weather Updates 
After a mild Autumn, the frost is upon us and the 
salting of the roads has been published. The roads 
carrying the most traffic and with the highest risk 
of accidents and will be treated first. All A and B 
roads and the important local roads will also be 
gritted. If the weather is severe then please go to 
weather@twittertweets. 
 
Otherwise there is a dedicated twitter account 
which gives updates on road conditions and the 
gritter runs 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Twit-
ter.com/grittertweets. 
 
Bedford Hospital and Social Care 
Now called Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes 
Sustainability and Transformation Plan (STPs) has 
now been published. 
 
STPs are being put together across the country to 
look at how health and social care services will be 
delivered in the future. Our local STP is made up 
of 16 organisations including the local authorities, 
GPs and the three hospitals. It is led by the chief 
executive of the Luton and Dunstable University 
Hospital. 
 
This plan should be a real opportunity for the 
NHS, local councils and other partners to work 
together to find a sustainable solution for our 
health and social care services. It is well known 
that the NHS and social care are near crisis, fac-
ing an extremely difficult financial challenge, with 
increasing demand on services. It is important 
that they do work together; for instance if people 
are to leave hospital then the social care needs to 
be in place so that they can recover safely at 
home. 
 
Bedford residents and organisations have worked 
for many years to insist that both A and E and 
Maternity Units should continue to be based at 
Bedford Hospital. 
 
The published document sees the Bedford, Milton 
Keynes and the Luton and Dunstable Hospitals to 
be run as one hospital on the three sites. However 
it does not say what services each hospital will 
have on site and also how social care will be inte-
grated with each hospital. 
 
Hopefully this is the first stage and the next 
stage will show how the Bedford Hospital and 
social care will be integrated to meet the needs 
of Bedford Borough residents. At that stage we 
will have a clearer idea of the services that will 
be at the hospital. 
 
You can read the STP report in full, visit 
www.Bedford.gov.uk 
 
Have your Say 
This is a first opportunity for you to have your say 
on the health and social care changes proposed 
by completing the STP survey at  
 
 
 
 
 

www.blmkstp.org or by emailing your opinions to 
communications.nkuk.org  
Remember when replying that this is the first 
overview and does not give any details. 
 
Bedford Borough Local Plan 2021 ï 2032 
 
The draft plan will be available for consultation in 
the spring of 2017. All the calls for development 
sites are being evaluated for access, services 
available in the village or urban area and school 
capacity amongst other criteria.  
 
There are 4 new garden town settlements also 
being evaluated. They are the two at Twinwoods 
Clapham/Milton Ernest; The Bedford Airfield Site; 
the Unilever site at Sharnbrook and a site at 
Wyboston. 
 
Oakley, Pavenham and Stevington Neighbourhood 
Plans are progressing well. Congratulations to all 
the people working on the plans as it is so im-
portant for each village to have its own plan for 
future development. 
 
This is my last contribution for the year and I wish 
to thank each Parish Council for all the work they 
do for their parishes. 
 
Finally I wish everyone a happy Christmas and a 
good New Year. Perhaps a little calmer than this 
year? 
 

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  
email pat.olney@btopenworld.com,  
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MESSY  CHURCH 

Come along and join in the fun at Messy Church.  Messy Church takes place every Thursday at St 

Maryôs during term time 10am to 12oclock for children up to 5 years old with their parents /carers .  

A light lunch is served of fresh fruit with a drink and biscuits , with coffee or tea and biscuits for the 

adults.  

PLENTY OF TOYS. 

CRAFTS [SOME MESSY]. 

PAINTING. 

PLAYDOH 

STORIES AND SONGS 

PRICE Ã2.00 PER CHILD PLUS AN EXTRA 50P ADDITIONAL CHILD. 

Oakley Neighbourhood Plan 

The Neighbourhood Plan Group have been working hard and the policies are now in draft form. They 
are based on what you have already told us. 

The policies will, when adopted, affect all the planning applications that the Borough Planning Au-
thority will consider and the decisions the Borough make. 

The group needs your help again. 

We need to know that the policies have your agreement and also any new ideas you may 
have. This is very important because the policies will decide where development might go 

and inform how the village will develop up till 2035. 

The Consultation day is Sunday 29th January at the Village Hall. 

All the policies will be on display. They include: Landscape and Environmental Guidelines; 
Historic Structures and Important areas Policy; Housing Development and Design Policy; 

Sustainable Community Policy; Local Business/Employment Policy; Highways and 
Transport Policy; Green Space Policy; Coalescence Policy (areas of separation); Communi-

ty Infrastructure Policy. 

Please put this date in your diaries now.  

Your Views are needed so that you shape the village you live in. 

The date is: 

Sunday 29th January 2017 in the Village Hall 

10 am to 4pm 

There will displays, tea and coffee 

Remember it is your village. I know so many love the village community and living here. 
By making your views known we can keep a lovely village in a lovely landscape. 

Do come along. Please Put that date in your Diary now! 
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Farming life at College Farm, Oakley 

Iôm Henry, Johnôs grandson, and along with my 

wife Laura and Daisy, our dog, we live at College 

Farm. 

Me, and my brother Charlie are the fifth genera-

tion of Saunders to farm at College Farm, Oakley.  

Up until 2002, College Farm was a dairy farm, but 

due to lack of profitability and room for expan-

sion, the pedigree herd was sold. My father Rob-

ert replaced them with a suckler herd of 40 Aber-

deen Angus and Hereford cattle. These have one 

calf a year born after Christmas and they then 

spend the summer suckling from their mother on 

the river meadows before being sent away to be 

finished, eventually reaching the supermarket 

shelves. 

The remaining land at the Farm is cropped with 
wheat, barley and oilseed rape. College Farm it-
self is approximately 300 acres of which 200 is in 
arable cropping and the remainder is grass. This 
is rather a small farm these days and itôs hard to 
justify some of the expensive machines to sow 
and harvest the crops. 

To make the Farm viable we have had to diversi-

fy. Some buildings are let out on a commercial 

basis. Whiteôs Engineering is based here and we 

also contract our agricultural services out to nu-

merous other farmers within a 25-mile radius. 

This allows us to run our own large machinery, 

and over the past eight years, agricultural con-

tracting has become a large part of what we do. 

Each season we now combine 1,600 acres, sow 

up to 2,500 acres of crops and carry out many 

jobs in between, including silage making, muck-

spreading and hedge cutting. To do all this, we 

employ two people: we work long hours when the 

weather allows and when itôs all going well there 

is no better job! You may well have seen some of 

our machinery around the village -  itôs quite large 

and not the easiest to manoeuvre around. 

The summer of 2016 got off to a terrible start 

with a really wet June, and the farmhouse was 

struck by lightning! But once July came and the 

sun came out, it allowed us to make all the hay  

 

 

 

 

and silage.  

Harvest quickly followed and by 16th August it 

was very nearly complete apart from a few beans. 

September was glorious and allowed us to spread 

muck and get the ground ploughed and cultivat-

ed. In October, we began sowing next yearôs 

crops with the ground dry and dusty, however 

after a couple of weeks, we had to park the drill 

up as it was too dry! 

Throughout the winter months, our time is taken 

up tending to cattle, cutting hedges, carting ma-

nure to build up fertility in the soil and loading 

straw for customers. Also, if we are lucky enough 

to get snow we have two snow ploughs which we 

put on the tractors and clear supermarket car 

parks and various other sites between Bedford 

and Northampton.                      

Henry Saunders 

A line up of the main machinery and employees at Henry Saunders Agricultural Services. 

Laura and Henry Saunders 
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Life as a farmerôs wife at College Farm 

Hello, I am Laura, Henryôs wife. I donôt work on 

the farm full time, but instead have a part time 

job as a Marketing Manager at Robinson & Hall, 

the Land and Property Professionals and my 

own art business called LJ Creative Studios. My 

art is largely countryside themed ï painting an 

array of farm animals, pets and scenery, as well 

as commissions. My art studio and gallery are 

based at the farmhouse and is now open every 

Thursday and Friday from 10am. My next Satur-

day open gallery will be early next year. Further 

details will be advertised on my Facebook page 

and website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My last role is that of being a ófarmerôs wifeô. I 

only qualified in April this year when Henry and I 

got married at Oakley Church, although it feels 

like I have been part of the farm for much longer 

than that! Iôm not from a farming background so 

it took quite a few years to get the hang of 

farming life, however, I have never looked back! 

The main things I have learnt are that you need 

to react instantly and are often found in situa-

tions that are way out of your comfort zone - the 

most memorable moment happened last Christ-

mas day when we were woken at 6am with a 

cow in distress (they generally donôt stop moo-

ing if something is wrong) to find that the cow 

was having problems calving.  

Before I knew it, I was handed a rope and asked 

to pull. Thankfully we managed to get the calf 

out and we named her Holly and she is still on 

the farm today.  

In addition, you have to be good at understand-

ing hand signals when the cows have got out, 

being a bit of a detective when you think some-

one who shouldnôt be is poking around your farm 

late at night, keep yourself busy during the sum-

mer months as hubby will be working very long 

hours and being prepared to go on your ósunnyô 

holiday in autumn or winter. 

 

We hope you have found this first article in-

formative - you can follow Henry Saunders Agri-

cultural Services on twitter @HSaundersAg, Fa-

cebook and visit 

www.hsaundersagservices.co.uk.  

 

You can follow LJ Creative Studios on twitter 

@LJCreativeStu, Facebook and visit 

www.ljcreativestudios.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
      

 

 

 

My art gallery at College Farm which will shortly be open Thursdays and Fridays from 10am  

http://www.hsaundersagservices.co.uk
https://twitter.com/LJCreativeStu
http://www.ljcreativestudios.com
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Be a Scout !    Otherwise you 

wonôt feel the benefit. . .  

I expect that every Scout and Guide 
Leader feels that you do not need to 
be mad to be a Leader, but it helps.   

However, I would have thought that 
anyone volunteering to spend about 2 hours a week, every week, 
educating, enlightening and entertaining up to 20 youngsters, who appear to have no volume 
control or off-setting for their vocal chords and a complete inability to sit still for more than 10 
nanoseconds, might hold a somewhat different view. That view being, ôif I was not mad at the 
start of the evening, then I am at the endô. 

Having reflected on the mental state of the Leaders, what of their charges ?   Those 20 or so lit-
tle angels, deposited so gratefully by their parents at the start of the evening session. Each one 
of whom, when the Leader screams óSilence !ô, interprets the resulting drop in noise as the ideal 
opportunity to hold their most important conversation. 

Well, it seems that they are far more likely to reach adulthood, if not actually grow up and reach 
maturity, in a far better frame of mind to suffer those slings and arrows of outrageous fortune 
than the rest of us. Research published in November this year, by a team from Edinburgh and 
Glasgow Universities, has identified an unexpected finding. Children who attend Scouts, or 
Guides, have better mental health later in life.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Allow me to quote from the numerous interviews.  ñOn average, Scouts and Guides were 15 per 
cent less likely to have developed mental illness or depression by middle age, even those from 
poorer backgrounds. It is quite startling that this benefit is found in people so many years after 
they have attended Guides or Scouts. The results that we obtained showed that it did seem to be 
particular to Scouts and Guides. These organisations aim to develop self-reliance, resolve, and a 
desire for self-learning in children, and often involve outdoor activities. We didn't see the same 
protective effect from, for example, volunteering or from church groups.ò 

ñThis may suggest that the inclusivity of both charity organisations, which welcome children from 
all backgrounds, may play a positive role in adulthood. We expect the same principles would ap-
ply to the Scouts and Guides of today and so, given the high costs of mental ill health, a focus on 
voluntary youth programmes such as the Guides and Scouts might be very sensible.ò  All of 
which is fascinating, I am sure you will agree. 

Accordingly, given the expectations that these findings might set, the Trustees of the Oakley 
Scout Group feel that they need to publish a formal disclaimer. There can be no assurance or 
guarantee given about the long-term benefits of being a Beaver, Cub or Scout. However, in the 
short-term, there appears to be every indication that the Youth Members really enjoy Scouting. 

Jon Abbott, Group Scout Leader, and his team of Leaders and Adult Helpers are providing a wide 
range of fun and challenging activities for boy and girl Youth Members between the ages of 6 and 
14. The Scouting programme provided for the Sections is a mix of badge work, games, themed 
evenings, visits and weekend activities. And right now there are vacancies for Cubs. 

So, if you are the parent or guardian of a child between the ages of 6 and 14 who may be inter-
ested in joining Oakley Scout Group, the relevant contact numbers are below. 

 
You know it makes sense. Probably. . .  

.ŜŀǾŜǊ с - у  ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ муΥмр-мфΥол ǇƘƻƴŜ  YŀǊŜƴ лтфму  мумумр 

/ǳōǎ у - млΦр ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ муΥол-нлΥлл ǇƘƻƴŜ  !ǊǊŀƴ лтрнс  сромту 

{Ŏƻǳǘ млΦр - мп  ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ мфΥлл-нлΥол ǇƘƻƴŜ  5Ŝŀƴ лтурп  омннрр 
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Oakley Youth Club is up and running at the Old 

School, Oakley. Two youth leaders Courtney and Han-

nah have developed an exciting programme of events.  

We would like to invite all 12-16 year olds down to 

Oakley Old School on Friday evening during term 

time from 7:30pm-9:30pm to join in the fun.  

Entry is Ã1 and bring some small change for the 

tuck shop if you wish.  

More about Courtney and Hannah 

Hannah is a keen football player and can carry out a 

mean tackle, so watch out everyone.  

Courtney is a shopaholic, she has so many hand-

bags she canôt count them all.  

Both of them are looking forward to seeing you at 

the Youth Club. 

If you would like more information then contact   

Courtney on 07731652539 or Hannah on 

07593613551 or 

Like us on Facebook 
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0akley Rural Day Centre 

 

The Day Centre is a hive of activity at the mo-
ment with the clients busying themselves mak-
ing Christmas decorations for our Christmas 
tree. We have made pompom snowballs, An-
gels, woolly bobble hats, Christmas trees made 
from twigs and ribbon and paper snowflakes. It 
should look spectacular when we have finished.  
Christmas is a very exciting time of the year for 
us when we try to make our elderly clients feel 
really special and part of a friendly community 
as sadly many of them will spend Christmas in 
isolation.  

We will be holding our Christmas Lunches on 
the 13th, 14th, and 15th December.  Angela 
our cook (with some of her little helpers) al-
ways make a delicious Roast Turkey lunch with 
all the trimmings followed by Christmas pud-
ding and maybe a glass of sherry. We will be 
holding a grand prize draw so hopefully all the 
clients will go home with a gift. Any donations 
of raffle prizes will be gratefully received.  

We are looking forward to a carol concert from 
Oakley Lower School and visits from the Salva-
tion Army which will hopefully get us into the 
festive spirit.  

We would like to thank Oakley Lower School for 
their kind and generous gifts at the harvest fes-
tival. Our clients always look forward to a visit 
from such well behaved and well mannered 
young children. 

 

 

 

        
        
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know anyone who would like to join our 
happy group we now have a few spaces on 
Tuesday and Wednesday. Please telephone us 
on 07733 227374 for more information. 

Pat Olney 
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AMIGO 

A most enjoyable evening was spent at the 

Methodist Church on the 25th October when 

Noel gave us an illustrated talk about whether 

he had found, as a result of his research into 

his family history, a ñmadò Preacher in his fami-

ly.  A most interesting account was given by 

Noel of his visits made to obtain information 

about his ancestors and of the possibly 

ñeccentricò preacher. 

An evening of poetry took place at the Method-

ist Church on the 22nd November.  Undoubted-

ly there are some very talented poets among 

us.  A very wide range of poetry was read with 

one being sung very beautifully by Ruth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A traditional evening of carol singing and the 

use of hand bells will take place at the Bedford 

Arms, Oakley on Tuesday 20th December. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The New Year will get off to a good start with 

the showing of the film  "The Lady in the 

Van" starring Dame Maggie Smith at the 

Methodist Church on Tuesday 24th January be-

ginning at 8.00 p.m.  A request for donations 

will be made to cover the cost of the licence. 

A light hearted quiz will be arranged for Tues-

day 28th February at the Methodist Church be-

ginning at 8.00 p.m. 

Although details of future events will appear in 

the March issue of the Oakley Newsletter, it is 

proposed that on Tuesday 28th March a talk 

will be given on the history and plant life of 

Linch Furlong and the orchard prior to a 

walk in the Summer led by Pat Knight. 

 

I would also mention that plans are being made 

for a coach outing to Greenwich to take place on 

Thursday 27th July.  It is proposed to leave 

Oakley at 8.00 a.m. with an estimated time of 

arrival at Greenwich of about 10.30 a.m.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are planning a visit to the Old Royal Naval 

College for a Painted Hall Ceiling Tour.  Our 

guide, Charlie de Wet has made a provisional 

booking.  It is planned to have lunch at the Cut-

ty Sark Pub.  There are so many attractions at 

Greenwich.  I hope to arrange an itinerary as 

soon as possible. 

 

John Dixon 
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                       Celebrating 50 Years in     

                          (between them!) 

 

Congratulations to both Brownie leaders. Lindy re-

cently received her certificate thanking her for twen-

ty years of volunteering and next month Brenda will 

reach thirty years of volunteering. 

Lindy attended a Girlguiding Awards Presentation 

last month where the Sherriff of Bedfordshire presid-

ed over the presentation of long service awards to 

over 50 Guide, Brownie and Rainbow Leaders who 

volunteer their own time to enable girls and young 

women to experience new life skills and to help build 

their confidence and raise their aspirations. 

Brenda confirms that they always like to ask the 

Brownies to choose a name for New Owls and as the 

older Brownies were as tall as Lindy there was no 

contest - she had to be called ñLittle Owlò 

 

I know that you will want to pass on the thanks from Oakley Village for the hundreds of girls who 

have passed through Brownies under their care - some of who now bring their own daughters to 

Brownies. 

If your daughter is interested in joining Rainbows (from age 5) or Brownies (from age 7) please 

register online at www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-your-daughter/  

 

Guiding in North Beds 

 

This term members of North Beds Guiding took part in a large scale Guiding 

event in Russell Park, Bedford, in September called Bringing Us to You. Along with members of the 

public, Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Senior Section and their families were invited to try out many 

different activities, including caving, golf, climbing, zorbing and grass go-karting to name a few. 

There were also opportunities to ride on a carousel, have a go at an assault course, learn football 

skills and bounce on the bouncy castle, as well as visit the refreshment tent and find out more 

about Guiding in Bedfordshire. A great time was had by all and one Brownie was heard to remark ï 

ñWhenôs the next one?ò 

Some units took part in a Bridge Walk along the River Great Ouse in Bedford. There were 13 bridg-

es to travel over and some members attempted several laps to raise money for their unit. Some 

members of the public were surprised to see so many girls and young women in red, yellow and 

blue walking (and in some cases running) along the river bank.  A special commemorative badge 

was available to everyone who took part.  

In the units, Brownies in Oakley and Sharnbrook celebrated 150 years of Peter Rabbit with lots of 

Beatrix Potter themed activities, including making delicious savoury biscuits. Oakley Rainbows 

found out about the festival of Diwali ï they enjoyed making lanterns and learning some Bollywood 

dance moves. Guides and Brownies also visited Gallones Ice Cream Parlour and enjoyed making 

(and eating!) their own ice cream. 

For more information about volunteering with Guiding or about Rainbows, Brownies Guides or Sen-

ior Section please e-mail Jane on  div.nbeds@bedsguiding.org.uk  or visit  www.bedsguiding.org.uk  

Jane Thompson, Acting District Commissioner  

Brenda BarnesðBrown Owl  

and Lindy ChalkerðLittle Owl 
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The Oakley Show 

The Oakley Show of old was abandoned over 20 years ago. Some who remembered it, partly in-

spired by recent community projects such as our allotments, suggested that the time might be 

right to hold another Oakley Show in the hope that it could become a regular event once again. 

Enthusiasm for the revival had been increasing for a number of years and, finally, a small team 

got together to plan and stage this yearôs show. Its success was due to a number of valued 

sponsors, the considerable number of people who entered exhibits in the wide range of classes 

and supported the event in other ways, including the many visitors. 

The Village Hall Committee sup-

ported by providing the refresh-

ments, lots of helping hands on 

the day and arranging the raffle.   

Sponsors, Whites Garden Machin-

ery and Milton Ernest Garden 

Centre, provided valuable contri-

butions to help guarantee the 

dayôs success. 

Invited judges gave their time and 

made some very difficult decisions 

on the day. 

Oakley Parish Council, No 3 Empo-

rium, Mr and Mrs Steele, Oakley 

pre-school, Oakley Gardening 

Club, Pat Olney and Mrs D 

Hookham provided the trophies for 

the various classes and Paul Phil-

lips, Parish Council Chairman, pre-

sented them at the close of the 

show. 


