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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2019 
By  PAUL PHILLIPS (Chair)  

Hello Everyone 

It is hard to believe that the end of the 

year is fast approaching, but nonethe-

less it is a lovely time to look forward 

to.  Christmas is so magical for so many 

of us, starting with our Christmas Lights 

switch on with Carols, adequately punc-

tuated by mulled wine and mince pies.  

This event will have taken place by the 

time you receive this newsletter. I hope 

lots of you remembered the date and 

turned up to give your Christmas excite-

ment a kick start. 

 

Train Companies Delay/Repay 

For a long time now, we have heard 

about changes to our rail travel, time 

tables etc. It was decided at a recent 

Parish Council Meeting to remind rail 

users of the Delay Repay Scheme that 

train companies use to compensate us-

ers for unexpected delays and cancella-

tions.  Claims for compensation can be 

made online or by post within 28 days of 

a delayed journey.  Full details can be 

found online. 

Village Planting 

I am sure residents will have noticed 

that our volunteer Elspeth has been 

replanting the flower beds around the 

village.  As always they look really nice 

and once again on your behalf I would 

like to thank Elspeth for giving up her 

time in order to make our village look 

so attractive. Also for always doing it 

in good time prior to Remembrance 

Sunday.  Talking about Remembrance 

Sunday I would like to draw residentsô 

attention to the work done at the Vil-

lage War Memorial at The Cross Roads. 

This work has included clearing 

branches from overhanging trees, 

staining the woodwork, cleaning the 

masonry, building a structure to enable 

wreaths to be anchored, creating a 

shelf, ground work including constant 

removal of leaves, cyclamen in troughs 

and placing of tubs planted with 

shrubs.          

Continued on page 3 
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The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley 
Parish Council and delivered by 
parish councillors free to every 
house in Oakley ï about 1,000 

copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Spring issue is  22 February 2019. 

The publishing date is 1st March 2019. 

 
Advertising rates 
Colour Advertisements 
Quarter page: £30 

Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
discount 10% 

Black & white advert rates are available 
upon request. 

Loose inserts, any size up to A4: £100 
Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 

 

Editor  

Bill Chalker 
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Oakley 

MK43 7SH 

07789 997733 

bill@chalker.uk.net     

 

Printers 

White Hart Press  
58a York Street 
Bedford MK40 3RL  

 
Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Twelve more   
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More work is planned for next year.  I am sure 
this work made those attending the Remembrance 

Service at the memorial on 11 November 2018 

immensely proud to see what had been done. In 

additional to Elspeth, this work has been carried 

out by an enthusiastic group from Highfield Road, 

namely Dave (who masterminded it all) and Val 

Ursell, Jenny and Lionel Shopland and Chris and 

John Cooper.  On your behalf I thank them for 

what they have done. They got on with something 

that others of us only think about doing!   

John and Chris Cooper were also responsible for 

mowing the footpath around the field off Highfield 

Road bordered by the railway and the river. I 

know what they did was very much appreciated 

by dog walkers and ramblers alike. Whilst talking 

about volunteers from Highfield Road I would also 

like to thank Trevor and Christine Turvey for what 

they do; particularly clearing litter from Highfield 

Road from top to bottom and on the slip roads to 

and from the bypass.  Trevor has been doing this 

for many, many years now and we should be very 

grateful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I can only comment about volunteers who I know 

about.  If you know of similar such work being 

done by willing volunteers, then feel free to write 

about them yourselves or tell me. 

                                     Continued on page 4 

Stones painted  

by Oakley Youth  

Club members 
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Lovell Road ï Parrotts development 

This development on Lovell Road is steaming 

ahead now with the outline structure of a large 

number of the houses already in place. We have 

had some issues with lorries parked on the path 

opposite, blocking the only footpath heading from 

the village towards the town and causing prob-

lems for mobility scooters and pedestrians. The 

developer has now erected signs to say no park-

ing, but please contact Ann Paice immediately, if 

you see that these signs are being ignored. 

We had also asked as a condition of the planning 

permission that a pedestrian crossing be provided 

from the development as there are no footpaths 

on that side of the road. This wasnôt included 

however so the parish council are now pushing 

the Borough and the developers to help fund it. 

The initial money that will come to the parish 

from the developer, called CIL (Community Infra-

structure Levy) will be used to create a design 

and costing plan for the crossing. Any future 

monies will then be used to pay for the crossing. 

Play equipment 

The Parish council would like to apologise to the 

young people in our village for the problems we 

have been having with the play equipment on the 

Green and on The Furlong. We have had a year  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

long battle with the manufacturer to get the in-

stallation finished properly and now the Zip -wire 

needs re-tensioning to avoid users hitting the 

floor when they are riding it. Hopefully by the 

time you read this it will have been done, but 

please be assured that we have not yet paid the 

bill for the new equipment and we will not pay it 

until we are satisfied that everything is complete 

and useable. 

Litter Picker and Bus Shelter Cleaner 

Matthew Lewis, our previous Litter Picker, has re-

signed and has gone to University.  We thank him 

for his hard work and wish him well for the fu-

ture. The position was advertised, Susan Lewis 

was appointed on interview and has started her 

work forthwith. We look forward to meeting her 

and seeing the results of her labours. Although 

better still let us lighten her load by not deposit-

ing litter in the first place or indeed picking up 

litter ourselves. 

As usual thank you for reading the newsletter and 

for your support.  Continued thanks to our Editor 

Bill Chalker for this excellent publication.  On be-

half of the Parish Council I wish all our readership 

a Very Happy Christmas and a                   

Healthy and Prosperous 2019.                    

Kind regards         Paul Phillips. Chair     
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Oakley Methodist Church         

  

Oakley Methodist Church in the High Street 

has been active for many years. The 

Church wants to publicise aspects of its life 

to create a better known understanding of 

its role in the local community. It hopes to 

do this in all future editions of the Oakley 

Parish Magazine.  The first topic concerns 

Pastoral Care. 

 

 

Pastoral Care     

      Caring is a fundamental expression of the Christian Faith, and has always been a real strength of this 
Church. Five members are responsible for exercising the pastoral care of five different groups of its members. 
This involves very much talking with them about any problems or worries they may have.  As the numbers of 
the elderly have increased in recent years, their needs have become more widespread and significant.  Con-
cerns, such as loneliness, lack of mobility, forgetfulness, lack of faith and even the fear of dying, amongst oth-
ers, have become more recognised. The Church has also always tried to respond to any person in the village as 
part of its pastoral care and is pleased to  talk with them about any concerns they may have. 

Saturday Coffee Mornings     

     The Church wants to promote pastoral care through its regular Saturday Coffee Mornings, which take place 
at the Church on the 3rd Saturday of the month between 10.30 am and 12 00 noon. People, not necessarily 
connected to the Church, are invited to come and enjoy coffee and cakes, and chat about any concerns they 
might have. The following Saturday Coffee Mornings are planned:  

          Sat. 19th January     :     Sat. 16th February     :     Sat. 16th March 

Special Methodist Church Events 

Sunday 9th Dec .   A  Christingle Service at 10.30 am- with members of St. Maryôs  Parish Church.                                                                                                            

Tuesday 18th Dec. A Christmas Messy Church for All, from 3.30 to 5.30pm. Adults, parents and their children 
    enjoy company, crafts and a meal.                          

Sunday 23rd Dec.  A Family Carol Service at 10.30 am, with children of all ages.                               

Tuesday 25th Dec    A Christmas Day Family Service at 10.30 am. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

Tuesday 15th Jan.  Messy Church for All, from 3.30 to 5.30 pm. Adults, parents and their children enjoy      
    company, crafts and a meal.                                                                                

Saturday 19th Jan. Saturday Coffee Morning from 10.30 am. Open to all.                           

Sunday 10th Feb. A Covenant Service at 10.30 am, with Members of St. Maryôs Parish Church.         

Saturday 16th Feb.  Saturday Coffee Morning from 10.30 am. Open to all.                             

Tuesday 19th Feb. Messy Church for All, from 3.30 to 5.30pm.Adults, parents and children enjoy company, 
    crafts and a meal.                                                                                                 

Saturday 16th March   Saturday Coffee Morning from 10.30 am. Open to all. 

 

                          Any enquiries to Brian Leeson,  Church Steward ( tel. 823441 ) 
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Borough Council News  

by Cllr Pat Olney 

Speedwatch on Bedford Boroughôs Streets 

Bedford Borough Councilsô Community Speedwatch 
Vehicle is out and about on the Boroughôs streets. 

Speeding is a common concern for local communi-
ties. The Council has heard those concerns and has 
created the óSpeedwatch vehicleô, in partnership 
with Bedfordshire Police. 

This van will travel around the Borough with 
trained staff tracking the speed of vehicles. If a 
driver is speeding they will receive a warning 
through the post. They may also be visited by the 
Police, particularly if they are a repeat offender or 
are travelling at excessive speeds. 

Mayor Dave Hodgson said ñSpeeding is consistent-
ly one of the biggest concerns people raise with 
me, in communities across the Borough.  We have 
already introduced average speed cameras in a 
number of hotspot locations in response to local 
concerns.  The Speedwatch vehicle will give us an 
additional mobile means of responding to peopleôs 
concerns and will enable us to cover a wide range 
of locations. We will be able to send the van out, 
be a presence on roads across the Borough and 
help make those roads safer for everyone.ò 

Inspector Paul Ayling from the North Bedfordshire 
Community Policing team said: ñSpeed is one of 
the ófatal fourô driving offences and we urge drivers 
to comply with the limit. It is vital we pay attention 
to the speed limit and conditions and drive respon-
sibly. Our community policing teams work along-
side the Speedwatch schemes, which enables vol-
unteers to work within their community to raise 
awareness of the dangers of speeding and to help 
control the problem locally.  

We all lead busy lives and there are times when we 
may be in a hurry and thereôs a temptation to put 
your foot down to make up a little bit of time. We 
want all motorists to be aware that the speed limit 
on a road is just that, a limit not a target, so to 
drive sensibly for the road conditions they face. 
The consequences of speeding can be deadly so 
drivers need to take care on the roads all year 
round.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bromham Road Bridge over the railway 

Electrification means the bridge needs to be raised 
which necessitates the road being closed. The Bor-
ough has been working hard with Railtrack to keep 
a route into town for cyclists and pedestrians . A 
pedestrian and cyclist track will be installed whilst 
the work to a new bridge is undertaken. Bromham 
Road will be closed towards the end of June 2019. 
There will be diversions put in place. For more 
news about road updates www.bedford.gov.uk/
transportingbedford2010.  

 

Bedford Borough Local Plan 2030 

The officers are finalising the Local Plan. It is ex-
pected to go to the executive meeting in Decem-
ber and then, if approved, will be submitted for 
examination by the inspector at the end of De-
cember 2018 or early January 2019.  

Garden Waste Collection and Christmas and 
New Year collection times. 

The last Green Bin was November the 30th and the 
next collection will be 1st March 2019. However 
still put out your Orange and Black Bins. The new 
collection calendar will be out in December and 
give the times of the waste collection over Christ-
mas and the New Year. 

Household Waste Recycling Centre Barkers 
Lane - Times Over the Holiday 

The Centre will be open on Christmas Eve and 
New Yearsô Eve from 9am to 1pm.   

It will be closed on Christmas day, Boxing Day 
and New Yearsô Day.  

Usually the centre is open from 9am to 5pm every 
day to collect your Waste. 

Sports Awards 

Our local sports people will be having their efforts 
rewarded at a ceremony in December.  This is or-
ganised by Bedford Sports department and will be 
held at the Bedford Corn Exchange.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remembrance Sunday, Beacon Lighting and 
the Memorial 

The commemoration of the centenary year of the 
First World War was magnificent. The Ceremony 
at Lincroft School was very moving with the addi-
tion of the stones painted by the Youth Club mem-
bers. The Memorial was renovated by Mr and Mrs 
Ursell and helpers and looks lovely with the pop-
pies and the Youth Club stones. As a final event 
that evening the beacon shone out. The prayers 
and singing was led by the Vicar of Clapham.   

 

      I wish you a Merry Christmas  

                 and a Happy New Year.  

Pat Olney  Tel.  01234 824384  

email pat.olney@btopenworld.com 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/transportingbedford2010
http://www.bedford.gov.uk/transportingbedford2010
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

   Oakley Carnival 
     сǘƘ Wǳƭȅ нлмф       

 Help urgently needed-   

/ƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ōȅΧΦ 

WƻƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜΤ 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦǳƴŘ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ 

ŜǾŜƴǘǎΤ 

IŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΚ   
!ƭǎƻΧΦΦ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎƛƴƎ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ƎŜǘ ƛƴ 

ǘƻǳŎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛǾŜ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎΦ LŦ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ Ƙŀǎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦƻǊπ

ǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘƳŀǊƪ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴΗ 

CƛƴŀƭƭȅΧΦŘƻ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǇŜŀǊƭȅ ƻǊ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƘƛǊǘκōƭƻǳǎŜ ōǳǧƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ 

ƻǳǊ tŜŀǊƭȅ ǘƘŜƳŜ όǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘύΚ 

bŜȄǘ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ ƳŜŜǝƴƎǎ уǘƘ Wŀƴ κ мнǘƘ CŜō нлмфΣ   тΦолǇƳ hŀƪƭŜȅ {ƻŎƛŀƭ /ƭǳō  

CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΥ hŀƪƭŜȅ ŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭ                                  9ƳŀƛƭΥ ƻŀƪƭŜȅŎŀǊƴƛǾŀƭϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

Fund Raising Quiz 
ноǊŘ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлмф   тΦол ǇƳ    

Ã5 Adults and Ã3 children 

Slice of Pizza included 

Licenced Bar Available 

Come and join the Fun, 

Support the Carnival  

in Oakley Village Hall 

Tickets: email; oakleycarnival@gmail.com    

or via Oakley Carnival Facebook Page 

mailto:oakleycarnival@gmail.com
http://www.oakley
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Oakley Rural Day Centre  
Oakley Rural, The Old School, Lovell Road, Oakley, 

Beds, MK43 7RX  

Tel: 01234 824935    Mobile: 07733 227374  

Welcome to our latest Newsletter. If anyone has access to 

the internet please visit our website, 

www.oakleyrural.org.uk The site is now updated regularly 

with the latest news from the centre. We have also produced 

a Facebook page for anyone who has a Facebook account, 

This will be updated with the latest news and photographs of 

events at the centre. The Facebook page can be found at 

www.facebook.com/oakleyruraldaycentre. We are also 

producing articles in various publications throughout Bedford 

and surrounding areas to raise the profile of the centre. 

PLACES AVAILABLE 

Our Day Centre provides our older people a place where they can make friends in a warm and com-

fortable atmosphere. A range of activities including crafts, entertainment, quizzes and good old con-

versation are at the heart of our day. 

We serve freshly prepared home cooked lunches together with 

tea, coffee and toast at the start of the day and beverages 

throughout. The Centre is open Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday. For details of costs and advice, contact Dave on 

01234 824935 or 07733 227374 

ACTIVITIES 

Since our last newsletter our clients have been busy with vari-

ous craft activities. One week we made spoon dollies. Clients 

also made their own pasties for lunch. We also made keyhold-

ers from wooden 

spoons. Other activi-

ties were making 

decorative note-

books and coat 

hangers with laven-

der bags. 

Our clients also love 

word games. One of 

the favourites is to place a word on the board and try and 

make as many words from those letters. At some points we 

have hit the 200 mark which is a marvellous achievement. 

We usually have some sort of quiz every day and we always 

finish off with a game of bingo.  

EVENTS 

Over the run up to Christmas we have visits from Kemp-

ston Hammers Choir, Sharnbrook Singing for Pleasure 

and Oakley Primary School children are coming in to sing 

Christmas carols for the clients. The centre really appreci-

ates them giving their time to come and entertain every-

one. 

 

In the run up to Christmas clients will be making decorations for the tree. We recently held our bring 

and buy sale raising Ã208.95 for the centre. I would like to thank everyone who contributed items 

and also purchased at the sale.  
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Can you help those most in need in the community this winter?  

 
Bedfordshire and Luton Community Foundation (BLCF) are an independent registered charity provid-
ing support to local community groups and charities, 
many of whom are working with some of the countyôs 
most vulnerable and in need.  

They have just launched their Surviving Winter appeal 
to support those who may struggle with food or fuel 
poverty during the winter months.  It is estimated 
that over 41,700 households in Bedfordshire live in 
poverty- with many people not able to afford to heat 
their homes or having to make a choice between eat-
ing or heating. 
  
BLCF are partnering with local grassroot organisations 
who work with those most vulnerable in the communi-
ty.  They are working with local Foodbanks, The Need 
Project, FACES & Age Concern to provide essential 
items like food parcels, winter kits, or even helping 
towards paying fuel costs for those most in need.  

The appeal is running between November through to Jan 2019 and aims to raise Ã20,000 to support 
individuals and families across the county during the winter months.  
 
If you are a local business or individual that would like to support this appeal please get in touch on 
01234 834930.  Alternatively you can donate by text to: 'BLCF10' followed by the amount (Ã5 or 
Ã10) to 70070 Or visit our website link: http://www.blcf.org.uk/giving/donate/winter/      Thank you 

Oakley Sports & Social Club  

Following a successful summer that saw several 

village fun days (including one that featured a 

number of stalls and a small zoo), Oakley Sports 

& Social Club held its annual firework display on 

the 3rd November.  The display was a great suc-

cess. Blessed with mild weather over 2,000 peo-

ple enjoyed their Saturday evening with us. 

Additional attractions included a teacup ride, 

stalls selling LED wands and candy floss (courtesy 

of Oakleyôs local bouncy castle company Sun-

dorne Bouncy Castles), ice-cream van (and yes, 

there were many people who bought ice-creams 

on a cold November evening!), hot food served 

by our kitchen team and a guest appearance 

from Captain America raising money for the Sue 

Ryder charity.  This year we extended our attrac-

tions by having a bouncy castle in the village hall, 

which proved to be a great success in its own 

right too. 

The display was the best weôve hosted yet, and 

lasted for nearly 20 minutes, which we under-

stand to be on a par with the Bedford Rugby Club 

display. 

The committee would like to extend our thanks to 

Mick & Barbara Hewitt and their team for their 

great work on the night, in addition to the local 

businesses which makes our firework display the 

best in north Bedfordshire. 

We will be hosting a Santaôs Grotto for membersô  

 

 

 

 

children in the lead-up to Christmas.  Check out 

website (www.oakleyssc.com) and / or Facebook 

(facebook.com/oakley.ssc) for more the date. 

Our opening hours over the Christmas period are 

as follows: 

Friday 21st Dec:  1pm ï 11pm 

Sat 22nd Dec:  12pm ï 11pm 

Sun 23rd Dec:  12pm ï 11pm 

Xmas Eve:   1pm ï 11pm 

Xmas Day:   11:30am ï 1:30pm 

Boxing Day:  12pm ï 11pm 

Thurs 27th Dec:  3pm ï 11pm 

Fri 28th Dec:  3pm ï 11pm 

Sat 29th Dec:  12pm ï 11pm 

Sun 30th Dec:  12pm ï 11pm 

Mon 31st Dec:  12pm ï 11pm 

New Yearôs Eve:  12pm ï 9:30pm 

New Yearôs Day:  12pm ï 11pm 

The Oakley Sports & Social Club wish you all a 

merry Christmas and a happy new year! 

http://www.blcf.org.uk/giving/donate/winter/
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What an extraordinary year for farmingé 

Well we are coming to the end of another extraor-

dinary year. We as farmers have just about seen 

it all; a cold snowy February, the wettest March 

and April I can remember which delayed spring 

drilling by about 6 weeks, followed by the longest, 

driest summer since 1976. When drilling spring 

crops at the end of April we all thought they would 

not be ready to harvest until mid-September. How 

wrong could we be. The long, hot dry summer 

meant crops raced towards harvest and this year 

for us harvest began on 7th July, 3 days later than 

last year but still exceptionally early. The hot dry 

weather meant we raced through harvest and 

were 95% complete by the end of July. My Grand-

father was disappointed we broke his record fin-

ishing date that he set in 1976 at College Farm.  

One of the biggest risks, due to the hot and dry 

weather, was fire. Every day we were hearing re-

ports of combines going up in flames which focus-

es the mind a bit when you are sat in the cab. I 

was constantly looking around for black smoke or 

burning smells and a close eye was kept on en-

gine temperature. We bought extra fire extin-

guishers and all the tractors had buckets of water 

just in case. Luckily for us it all went well apart 

from the air-conditioning packing up on the hot-

test day of July. When we finally got it fixed it 

made us realise how much we take it for granted! 

This led on to probably the most relaxed August I 

have ever had. Most of the crops were harvested, 

the ground was too hard to cultivate, the balers 

were baling up the rows of straw the combine had 

left behind into round or square bales to bed the 

livestock down over winter and the last of the hay 

was made. As the ground was so hard we spent 

several weeks spreading muck on lots of farms 

across the county. We decided that, at some 

point, it must rain so made a start drilling next 

years oilseed rape. Drilling a small seed into dry, 

hard, cracked ground was always a risk and alt-

hough small amounts of rain came it was never 

enough. A lot of the oilseed rape crops in this area 

have failed due to drought. Ours at College Farm 

has survived so far but only just. 

As we got into September we had to start cultivat-

ing the ground for next yearôs crops. With the 

ground being so hard it was incredibly tough on 

the tractors and cultivators. The points on the ma-

chine after being pulled through the ground were 

too hot to touch. This meant they wore out fast 

and we burnt a lot of diesel in the tractors pulling 

them. 

Also in September we had seven calves born at 

the farm which were in the front field by the 

church with their mums. This was a lovely sight 

and it was nice to see so many people looking 

down the drive and over the wall at them. One 

Sunday on our way to set up for teas in the 

church and in smart clothes, I peered over the 

wall and noticed one of the cows was calving. I 

jumped over and helped her out. A lady passed 

and promptly remarked ñshouldnôt the farmer be 

doing thisò to which I replied ñI am the farmerò.  

The only problem for the cows this summer was a 

lack of grass. This meant most days they were 

getting a supplementary bale of hay to make up 

for the lack of grass growing in the fields. 

As we neared the time to begin cereal drilling I 

genuinely believed this seemingly endless dry hot 

weather was going to break and it would be the 

end of land work for the season but as yet it has 

not. I am writing this on 19th November and the 

drill is still out working. We have two days work 

left to do 160 acres and if the forecast is right we 

will be done by Wednesday evening. The fine au-

tumn weather has allowed us to complete nearly 

3,000 acres of drilling which is a record for us. 

Most of the cattle are still out in the fields, the riv-

er is at its lowest level for a long time and the 

fields are not too wet to allow the completion of 

autumn sprays. I have never known it as dry as 

this so late in November, the pessimist in me says 

we will pay for it and my money is on a cold win-

ter! 

 



мо 

Farming wife duties 

Summer for me has been very different this year, 

the birth of our daughter Emily in January certain-

ly changed things. As Henry was working such 

long hours I would take him out his dinner and 

Emily would go for a ride on the combine with 

him. I am fairly sure she will be taking after her 

father in a few years as she absolutely loved it. I 

have also been kept on my toes by the cows, 

which have occasionally managed to escape their 

fields, so Emily and myself have had to help get 

them back in. Whilst on my maternity leave I 

have also started taking on some of the farm of-

fice work which I quite enjoy, along with a few art 

commissions and currently trying to promote my 

artwork for Christmas. I had an open gallery on 

24th November but if anyone wants to have a 

look please pop down and I will be more than 

happy to show you my work, you never know you 

might find the gift you have been looking for. 

                              Henry and Laura Saunders 

 

Merri Flowers / Christmas Trees 

Where has this year gone? Our flower season fin-

ished at the end of October when our Dahlia got 

blackened, and they are now all dug up and in 

storage until next year. 

Our Spring flower seedlings are beginning to 

flourish in our polytunnel, whilst the Chrysanthe-

mums are happy flowering for our loyal custom-

ers still requesting flowers for themselves or gifts. 

We cut our first Christmas Tree in October for an 

early Christmas celebration (a family were mov-

ing to Australia ï so wanted to celebrate Christ-

mas early), and our Merri Christmas Tree busi-

ness is now in full-swing. We have Spruce orders 

for Wreath Making Workshops from local florists 

and ones further afield coming in thick and fast, 

including a massive order for Workshops to be 

run at The Tate Modern and the V&A.  We are 

even running a few Wreath Making Workshops 

ourselves this year at the farm during daylight 

hours (until we are in a position to afford solar 

lighting). 

Our investment in fifty Eucalyptus trees two years 

ago is also paying off, thankfully they survived 

the summer heatwave. They are enjoying this 

cold weather and local florists are loving the fact 

that we sell it by the stem (instead of per ten 

stems when they buy from wholesalers). We have 

even harvested buckets of Hawthorn berries and 

teasels from the farm to use with our Merri 

Christmas Wreaths.  

Social Media has been an absolute must to pro-

mote our business. We now oversee two Face-

book pages, two Instagram pages and our web-

site.  Advertising is free and, with the support of 

the local facebook pages, our followers are in-

creasing by the day. Butésometimes there is 

nothing like flicking through the pages of a local 

newsletter (namely the Oakley Newsletter!) and I 

hope this article will again increase the awareness 

of our local business, especially because the farm 

is within walking distance. 

With Christmas soon upon us, we knew we had to 

create a clever marketing idea to entice real 

Christmas tree buyers to purchase their tree from 

us. It was only by chance that we saw a request 

on Facebook for a local tree grower to attend a 

School Christmas Fayre and the idea of running a 

Christmas Tree Fundraiser came to us. Since that 

request we have got a further five schools, includ-

ing Lincroft, Oakley Primary and Colworth Science 

Park, taking part in the fundraiser.  

All people have to do is buy a tree from us and 

we will give a nominated school Ã5 per tree. We 

hope it will be a success, but it does require local 

people to support the idea. 

Anyway, once again, it is time to end this article 

and attend to our emails and make sure requests 

to tag a tree, order a tree, buy a Merri Christmas 

wreath and buy spruce are replied to. 

Soéif you have not bought your tree (yet) or 

want to buy a 2019 Gift Voucher for a Christmas 

present, do not forgeté#buylocal. 

For further information contact Julian on  

07946519737 or  

    info.merrichristmastrees@yahoo.com 

     Rachelle Merril 

mailto:info.merrichristmastrees@yahoo.com

