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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2019 
By Jane Walker (Chair)  

 

Happy Christmas 

By the time you receive this newsletter 

we will have switched on the Christmas 

lights at St Maryôs church and hopefully 

everyone will be feeling Christmassy 

and ready for the parties and fayres that 

are going on all around the village. This 

year, we particularly need to take time 

to appreciate the Christmas tree lights 

at the Church and at the crossroads on 

Station Road/ High Street. For the last 

few years we have been privileged to 

have the services of Phil Supple who de-

signed the light show and has then re-

installed it each year. Phil is an ac-

claimed lighting designer who designs 

many lighting spectaculars around the 

country including Kew gardens Christ-

mas lights and the Tower of London 

Poppy displays. He has helped us out 

each year by donating his time as his 

family are residents of the village. Sad-

ly, it has become increasingly difficult 

for him to fit us in as his business has 

grown, so this will be his last year with 

us. The Parish council are busy speaking 

to other contractors who will hopefully 

take over his designs, but we are ex-

tremely grateful to have had these 

beautiful lights in our village for so 

many years. We would like to thank Phil 

for everything heôs done for us and wish 

him to continue success in the future.  

 

Play/outdoor gym equipment 

As the parish council look to plan next 

yearôs budget, it has been suggested 

that it would be good to have a small 

outdoor gym trail with outdoor work out 

equipment. (If you would like to see one 

locally, Bromham have one in the play-

ing field behind the village hall.) Please 

let the clerk or me know if you think this 

is a good idea and what type of equip-

ment you would like. Each individual 

item is quite expensive so we may need 

to plan it in over a number of years. 

Continued on page 3 
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Whilst Iôm talking about the cost of the play 

equipment, the council thought you might be in-

terested to know how much the parish spends 

each year on maintaining the equipment on The 

Green and on The Furlong. So far in this financial 

year we have spent Ã1800 on maintenance alone 

and we are going to spend another Ã3300 on re-

pairing the safety surface. Earlier this year the see 

saw was damaged beyond repair so we have re-

moved it as a safety measure, and it will cost us 

another Ã500 to replace. Some of this mainte-

nance is routine and will always need doing, but a 

large part of it is caused by vandalism and mis-

use. If you see anyone causing damage to the 

equipment, please report it to the police so that 

we can try and deter it from happening so fre-

quently. 

 

The Furlong and Farsands parking 

Parking at the entrances to these roads remains 

an on-going problem. Particularly in The Furlong, 

where there is a small turning immediately to the 

right of the main turn, the view of the main roads 

are being blocked by cars parking right up to the 

junction. This is an obstruction and very danger-

ous, so we will be reporting all cars that do it to 

the police. We have been offered double yellow 

lines by the Borough council but would like to try 

and stop the problem voluntarily first as the par-

ish council feels there is a danger that the whole 

village will need yellow lines if we take that op-

tion. However, if cars continue to park on corners 

and at junctions, we will make the decision to 

have the yellow lines and any cars parked on 

them will be ticketed and fined. Please letôs try 

and avoid urbanising our village, by parking sensi-

bly and safely without the need for parking re-

strictions. 

 

Railway Bridge 

As I explained in the last newsletter, Network rail 

have started to re-install the ugly extension to the 

parapets at Highfield Road bridge. However due to 

the continued objections from the Parish Council, 

supported by the Borough Council, these parapets 

have only been given temporary planning permis-

sion. They are needed urgently to allow for testing 

of the new electrified cables which will start in 

January. We have been assured that this time lim-

ited permission will give them time to find a more 

acceptable, permanent solution to raising the 

height of the bridge parapets which they need to 

do for safety reasons. They have agreed to in-

clude the parish council and residents in all design 

suggestions to replace the concrete coping stones 

at the end of next year. 

Bottle bank 

A reminder that the bottle bank is now at the Vil-

lage Hall. Thank you to the Village Hall Committee 

who have agreed that we can keep it there. At the 

moment, most people are keeping it tidy and tak-

ing their rubbish home. Please make sure that if 

you find it is full over the Christmas period, you 

do not leave empty bottles beside it. We do our 

best to empty it as quickly as possible, but as I 

am sure you are aware the demand on the bottle 

banks is very heavy at this time of year. If possi-

ble, please try and keep your glass at home until 

January when it should be much quieter. 

20MPH zone 

The Borough council is in the process of installing 

20mph zones in Stevington and Pavenham, so we 

have requested that Reynes Drive and surround-

ing streets are added to the list of areas needing a 

speed restriction. We will keep you informed 

about whether our request has been granted. 

Bollards on Grange Close 

As reported in the last newsletter, these have now 

been ordered and should be installed towards the 

end of November. Their purpose is to deter Trav-

eller incursions. 

Remembrance Sunday 

Thank you to the Churches together who put on a 

wonderful service and manged to accommodate 

everyone in the Methodist church on Remem-

brance Sunday. We know that there were 150 

chairs put out and all were taken so thank you all 

for coming along. Because of its proximity to the 

war memorial, most people were also able to walk 

there after the church service and I have been 

told it was the best attendance at the Memorial 

part of the service that we have ever had. 

Jane Walker  (Chair) 
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Bedford unites to make a ñreal changeò for 
rough sleepers 

 

Posters have been going up across the borough to 
raise awareness with the public about services 
and support for rough sleepers.  Alongside this, 
the Bedford Homeless Partnership has established 
an alternative giving fund, which will be known as 
ñReal Changeò. 

 

The Real Change Fund will pay for projects and 
items rough sleepers need to build lives away 
from the streets.  Examples would be a copy of a 
birth certificate, to help claim benefits; clothes for 
a job interview, or a deposit for a flat. 

 

The campaign is backed by the main homeless-
ness services in the Borough, as well as Bedford-
shire Police, Bedford BID and Bedford Borough 
Council. 

 

The campaign will be launched just ahead of 
Homelessness Awareness Week, which runs from 
the 1st to the 8th December. 

 

Parking Charge Freeze Announced and Free 
Parking Deals to Continue 

 

Parking charges are set to be frozen once again 
for 2020, in a major boost for Bedford Town Cen-
tre. 

 

The Mayorôs Cabinet confirmed the retention of 
the full array of free parking deals across Council 
car parks. This includes the flagship 2 free hours 
on Saturdays in Bedford town centre. 

 

With recent figures confirming that UK high 
streets are in deep crisis, the Councilôs third suc-
cessive annual parking charge freeze is a major 
boost for Bedfordôs retailers and shoppers. 

 

Meanwhile, the retention of the wide range of free 
parking deals means will see businesses and visi-
tors benefit from the availability of free parking 
options every day and night in Bedford town cen-
tre. 

 

Transporting Bedford Update ï Manton Lane 

 

Over the summer, work has been completed to 
construct a retaining wall alongside the playing 
fields on Manton Lane so the road can be wid-
ened. A number of underground utility services 

have been diverted and new drainage systems 
have been installed.  
 
Over the next few weeks, this section of road 
widening will be completed and a new traffic light 
junction will be built at the entrance to Bedford 
Modern School. Work has also started to widen 
the north side of Manton Lane on the corner of 
Clapham Road. The works in this area are ex-
pected to be completed before Easter 2020.  
 
Save Time, Do It Online with Bedford Bor-
ough Council 

 

Bedford Borough Council is making it much easier 
for local residents to save time by offering lots 
more online options at www.bedford.gov.uk 

  

Maybe you need to pay for a Council service or 
maybe you want to book a sports pitch, apply for 
a school place or tell the Council about a problem 
in your area.  

  

The Council is committed to making services easy 
to access and has worked hard to make its online 
services easy to use. Support for those who need 
help to get online will continue to be available 
from the councilôs Customer Services centre.  

  

The new online systems also mean that your re-
ports and requests are dealt with efficiently by 
front line teams that are being equipped with mo-
bile devices so that they can pick up and deal 
with new jobs straight away. 

  

You can still get in touch with the Council in other 
ways, all the same channels as you can now. 

 

Donôt forget to vote on 12th December 

 

As you will have heard by now, there is a general 
election on the 12th December, please do not for-
get to vote. It is your chance to have a say in 
how the country is run. 

 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

 

 

http://www.bedford.gov.uk/
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Oakley Neighbourhood 

Plan  

The examiner has stated that our Neighbour-

hood Plan has met all the criteria.  

Oakley has a complete plan with all the ex-

aminerôs modifications included. The Borough 

and Tony, Ann and I have checked each oth-

erôs modified plan and it is now complete.  

The complete plan will go to the Borough. 

The Borough will have 5 weeks for an execu-

tive decision to accept the plan. Once the 

Executive decision is made the referendum 

must take place within 56 working days.  

The Borough must ensure that the date, the 

place, voting cards and postal votes are 

ready within 28 working days of the execu-

tive decision.   

The Polling date must be within the total of 

56 working days and polling will take place 

between the hours of 7 a.m. and 10 p.m.   

Congratulations to the NDP group, the Parish 

Council, the residents of our village and the 

Borough Planning department for all their 

hard work and commitment to bring the plan 

to a successful conclusion. 

Please look for the date of the referen-

dum in January or February 2020 and 

please vote.  

It is important that as many people as possible vote. 

Remember it is your Plan not the Parish Councilôs or the NDPôs plan. 

A New Year a New Positive Start for Oakley. 

 A Happy Christmas and a good New Year.  Pat Olney Chairwoman, Oakley Neighbourhood Plan 
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

The Bedford Arms 

Oakley is very lucky to once again have 

The Bedford Arms as a relaxing, comforta-

ble and beautifully decorated pub.  

The atmosphere in the pub is extremely 

friendly and welcoming, with full attention 

provided from the moment you enter the 

pub by the owners themselves and their 

team.  

From only under two months of new own-

ership, they have held special events in-

cluding live music and entertainment 

which contributes to the warming atmos-

phere and enjoyment. Recently, they 

have released special Christmas Menus 

to cater from small groups to large par-

ties which can be found at 

www.thebedfordarmsoakley.co.uk  

With a choice from a delicious selection 
of foods, from my personal experience, 
this is first class. It is a real pleasure to 
eat at the pub and take family and 
friends. The pub leaves one feeling very 
satisfied and very full. 

Phyllis Jones  

http://www.thebedfordarmsoakley.co.uk
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The Oakley Show 

 

The Show which took place at the 

end of September was again a suc-

cess. There were fears that it would 

be a no-show show as the entries 

did not start to tumble through my 

door until a couple of weeks before 

the event. 

There were some major past-

competitors absent, they were else-

where that weekend, that gave oth-

ers a chance to win a prize. Owing 

to a mixed bag of weather this year 

the fruit and vegetable classes had 

less to display. The cakes contain-

ing a vegetable showed that there 

is more variation than carrot or 

courgette cakes.  

Some of the artwork was amazing, 

there is a lot of talent in Oakley. 

The Brownies, Rainbows and Bea-

vers produced many entries, thank 

you to their leaders for encouraging 

them. 

Whilst a few people who normally 

enter were absent there were some 

new competitors willing to display 

their talents.  

The prize winners were: 

 

Flowers : Yvonne Keyte 

Preserves : Yvonne Keyte 

Baking : Barbara Kenney 

Art : David Exon 

Photography : David Exon 

 

Overall best in show  

Yvonne Keyte,  

a well-deserved winner. 

 

 

Monies from the entry fees, raffle, 

teas and sale of produce was Ã460, 

this goes towards the upkeep of our much-used village hall. 

If you have any suggestions about the show, it will be on September 13th next year, please let me 

know. 

Kiri, who keeps the show's Facebook page up to date, cannot do it next year as she has a grand event 

happening soon after the show and wedding fever will be taking over! If you can help to keep our  Fa-

cebook page going, to do what is necessary, we would be very grateful as we members of the commit-

tee are not very computer savvy, please let me know. 

 

Thank you to the raffle ticket sellers, the Village Hall committee for providing the tea and cakes and 

other people who helped on the day.  

Jean Weston  
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AMIGO 

The new session of Amigo activities began on the 
24th September with an exciting and closely 
fought skittles match at the Bedford Arms, Soul-
drop.  The winner was Jan Follett. Congratulations 
to Jan. 

Although few in numbers, those who came to a 
Poetry evening at Oakley Methodist Church on the 
22nd October had a very enjoyable evening read-
ing their own poems and from anthologies. 

The activity for the 26th November is a Ukulele 
evening with Alan Goodger.  This promises to be 
a lively evening and a report will appear in 
the March issue of the Parish Newsletter. 

Tuesday 17th December -   Carol sing-
ing and hand bell ringing has been ar-
ranged at the Bedford Arms, Oakley begin-
ning at 7.30 p.m. 

 Tuesday 25th January -    A film evening at 
Oakley Methodist Church beginning at 7.30 p.m. 
when the film ñFishermensô Friendsò will be 
shown. 

Tuesday 25th February -   A light hearted 
Quiz  hosted by Sue Brecknock to be held at 
Oakley Methodist Church beginning at 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday 24th March -   My approach to Natu-
ral History Photography.  An evening with Alan 
Goodger at Oakley Methodist Church from 
7.30p.m. 

Tuesday 28th April -    A presentation by Sue 
Keen from the Sue Ryder Homes entitled 
ñVintage Wedding Dresses and Christening 
Gowns beginning at 7.30 p.m. 

Tuesday 26th May -   You are welcome to attend 
a garden party at Pat Olneyôs house 33 Station 
Road, Oakley from 7.00 p.m.  Drinks and light 
refreshments will be available 

Thursday 25th June -   Another opportunity to 
visit a part of London with our excellent guide, 
Charlie de Wet. See below for proposed itinerary 

Tuesday 28th July -   An evening ramble led 
by John Dixon.  Details to follow. 

Proposed itinerary for London Coach trip ï 

Thursday 25th June 2020.  This is a preliminary 

note and I will provide further details of the total 

cost shortly. Please make a note in your diary. 

Leaving Oakley Village Hall at 8.00 a.m. and ar-

riving hopefully at the caf® in the crypt of St. 

Martins in the Field between 10.00 and 10.15 

a.m. where we will be met by our Guide Charlie 

de Wet. I am planning for a party of 30 people.  

After a cup of tea or coffee, the cost to be con-

firmed, and the use of the facilities, we will walk 

down to the Embankment which will take about 

10 minutes. Charlie will then take us on a Guided 

Walk led east passing the site of the huge man-

sions of Arundel and Durham, the Palace of the 

Savoy, Somerset House, Strand Lane Roman 

Bath, Waterloo Bridge and HMS Wellington. On 

the way we will hear about characters including 

Joseph Bazalgette, the Duke of Bucking-

ham, Samuel Pepys, Robert Adam, Sir Arthur Sul-

livan, Michael Faraday, and Isambard Kingdom 

Brunel. 

We intend to reach Temple Church by noon where 
we will have the opportunity to marvel at the 
stone effigies of knights who reside there. Proba-
bly the most famous figure depicted is that of Wil-
liam Marshal, who was described as the ñbest 
knight that ever livedò. The cost of the visit is 
Ã5.00 a head (Ã3.00 concessions) and I will ar-
range for the cost to be included within the over-
all cost of the trip. 

I am proposing that we have lunch at the Punch 
Tavern in Fleet Street, and further details will be 
provided shortly. 

After lunch, the group will walk to Dr. Johnsonôs 

house at 17 Gough Square, which is just off Fleet 

Street. I have arranged for the group to be at Dr. 

Johnsonôs house, say, by 2.30 p.m or at the latest 

by 2.45 p.m. The cost per person is Ã7.00 re-

duced to Ã3.50 upon production of a current Na-

tional Trust membership card.  I will arrange for a 

guide to take us round.  The cost of the guide is 

Ã25.00 for the whole group. The total cost of the 

visit to Dr. Johnsonôs house will be included within 

the cost of the trip. 

After the visit to Dr. Johnsonôs house which will 

last for about an hour, I am proposing that we 

walk a few yards to The Old Cheshire Cheese, a 

historic tavern frequented by Dr. Johnson for a 

cup of tea or coffee and light refreshments before 

we walk up Fleet Street to the Church of St. 

Clements Dane in the Strand where we can board 

the coach home. I am proposing that we leave 

London at about 4.30 p.m. 

P.S. I have now heard from St. Martins in the 

Fields  who have confirmed that they can accom-

modate us.  They have responded as follows: 

We open at 10.00 a.m. and should have plenty of 

space to seat your group in the Crypt. Tea and 

coffee ranges from Ã2.15 (filter coffee or English 

breakfast tea) to Ã2.80 for more specialized hot 

drinks.                            John Dixon 
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Oakley Educational Foundation 

 This Foundation exists to assist young people between the ages of 16  

and 25, who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books    

and tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

 

Applications are accepted in the months of May and November and must be accompanied by re-

ceipts of purchase.  Application forms can be obtained from the Clerk, Louise Tunley. 

  For further information, or for an application form, please contact Louise Tunley on 07917 

462213, by post at 19 Goldington Road, Bedford, MK40 3JY or by email at 

louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Oakley Pre-school News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The best term of the year to work with young 

children is well underway and the children are 

looking forward to all the Christmas festivities 

within the village. We have been busy decorating 

the pre-school and making our wreath for the 

Christmas tree lighting ceremony. We will cele-

brate with a party for all the children and a visit 

from Father Christmas.  

This year we will again be working with Merri 

Christmas Trees in Oakley. Any customer pur-

chasing a tree can nominate Oakley Pre-school as 

their chosen charity and we will receive Ã5 to-

wards pre-school funds. Please do remember to 

buy local and help us too! 

Our Halloween Trail was popular again and raised 

Ã127.  Thank you very much to Oakley Post Office 

for selling the trail sheets over October half term 

and to óOô for Coffee for giving out the prizes. 

Santanderôs Milton Keynes Head Office supported 

our fund raising efforts and held a Pool Competi-

tion for us at Herald Snooker Club in Bletchley. 

They raised around Ã1500 for us on the night, 

with final figures to be confirmed. Thank you to 

Josh Martiello and colleagues for supporting us. 

Thank you also to the local businesses who do-

nated to our auction and raffle on the night. 

These included Hazel Kaye, Inked by Adua, Active 

Life Therapy, Forestry Fuels, Bedford Arms, Oak-

ley Post Office, Bedford Swan Hotel, Planet Ice 

Milton Keynes and Center Parcs Woburn Forest 

and to Parents and staff who donated prizes too. 

Admissions  

If you would like to register your child for a place 
at pre-school, please contact us on 01234 826452 
or by email: info@oakleypreschool.com Our web-
site is: www.oakleypreschool.com  
Follow us on Facebook to keep up with our latest 

news and events.  

For information on funding you can contact the 

Family Information Service 0800 023 2057 

mailto:louise_tunley@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:info@oakleypreschool.com
http://www.oakleypreschool.com
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Some of us may not like the dark evenings, but 
for Oakley Scout Group it means night hikes and 
bonfires!  

 

On the 6th November, the Group held a family 
campfire evening at Leslie Sell Activity Centre in 
Bromham. A candlelit path led the way to a roar-
ing bonfire. We had a great turnout, and everyone 
enjoyed campfire songs and toasting marshmal-
lows. We hope this will become an annual event 
for the Group. 

 

Dragons Explorers hiked 3 miles from Oakley 
Scout Hut to the chip shop in Great Denham, 
while the Cubs enjoyed a very muddy moonlit 
hike from Twinwoods to Clapham chip shop ï 
there seems to be a theme here! 

 

 

 

Meanwhile, the Scouts have been having a go at 
air rifle shooting, again at Leslie Sell Activity Cen-
tre, under the watchful eye of qualified instruc-
tors. 

 

Beavers have been having óBring a friendô eve-
nings so their friends can see what a fun time 
Beavers have and can join if they want to. 

 

Whatôs coming up at Oakley Scout Group? 

As an end of term Christmas treat, the Beavers, 
Cubs and Scouts are going tobogganing at the 
Milton Keynes Snozone ï an event which has been 
subsidised by the Group. Dragons Explorers are 
looking forward at their annual Christmas meal at 
The Bedford Golf Club. 

 

We are planning our annual quiz night, which will 
take place at the Scout Hut on the 1st February 
2020 (date to be confirmed). Itôs an evening of 
food and fun, and tickets will be on sale in Janu-
ary.  

 

A bingo night is also on the agenda for April/May 
2020. More on that to come. 

 

How to get involved? 

We still have some spaces in all Sections, so if 
you are between the ages of 6 and 18 and looking 
for fun and adventure, and to learn new skills, 
please ask your parent(s) to contact the relevant 
Section Leader: 

  

Beavers (for 6 to 8-year olds) runs on Wednes-
days 18:15-19:30 (contact Sarah Davey, on 
07935 796620); Cubs (for 8 to 10.5-year olds) 
runs on Thursdays 18:30-20:00 (contact Chris on 
07805 175521); Scouts (for 10.5 to 14-year 
olds) runs on Tuesdays 19:00-21:00 (contact Bri-
an on 07746 294138 or Karen on 07918 181815); 
Explorers (for 14 to 18-year olds) runs on 
Wednesdays 19:45-21:30 (contact Michelle on 
07760 315417).  

 

If you would like to know more about becoming 
an assistant leader, please contact the Group 
Scout Leader, Sarah Davey, on 07935 796620. 
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Your Bell Tower Needs You! 
You may have heard the sound of church bells ringing out across 
Oakley on a Friday evening (practise night) or a Sunday morning. St 
Maryôs Church has a ring of six bells ranging from the small treble 
bell, which weighs 205kg, to the large tenor bell, weighing in at 
509kg. The oldest bell in the tower dates from 1711. What is 
now the treble bell was installed in 1978. 

Oakley Band of Bell Ringers are a very friendly group, who are a mix 
of ages and abilities. We practise on a Friday evening and ring before 
the Sunday services at St Maryôs, special services, and for weddings 
and funerals as required. 

Recently our band has become depleted as some members have left 
to go to university or moved away from Oakley. We could really do 
with some more members and would welcome both experienced 
ringers and beginners. Perhaps you learnt to ring in the past and 
would like to take hold of a bell rope once again! Perhaps youôve lis-
tened to the bells and thought youôd like to have a go! 

 

 

If you are interested in finding about 
more about bell ringing at St Maryôs 
please contact our Tower Captain, Bill 
Sellars, on 07980 745292 / the-
sellars@btinternet.com to find out when 
the next practise night is taking place.    
We look forward to teaching you the 
ropes! 

 

It has been an eventful term for the Brownies.  In September we 

welcomed seven new starters to the group, who have all settled in 

very well and are enjoying our weekly meetings.  We have been 

working towards our óFeel Goodô badge, which so far has included 

fun games with balloons and making superhero tool belts!  Other 

activities have included making our own ómocktailsô and a relaxing 

yoga session from experi-

enced yoga teacher, Vicky Young. 

In November a number of Brownies attended the remem-

brance service at the Methodist Church, followed by a 

march to the war memorial.  The girls showed a great deal 

of maturity and respect for the occasion and did themselves 

and the leaders proud. 

Last, but certainly not least, we have some news regarding 
the Brownies meeting place.  We have been meeting at Lin-
croft for many years but unfortunately, due to a significant 
increase in hire costs, we are unable to continue to hire the 
hall.  Luckily, Oakley Scout Group have agreed to hire out 
the Scout hut to Brownies on Friday evenings which means 
that we are able to keep the unit running in the village.  We 
would like to say a huge thank you to all the trustees of the 
group, who have proved that community spirit is alive and 
well in Oakley!  We look forward to moving to our new ven-
ue on the 29th November. 


