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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2020 
Hello Everyone 

I am finding it very hard to believe that 

we are fast approaching the end of a 

very different year for everyone. For 

long periods of time not being able to 

see many of our loved ones and not be-

ing able to do the things we ónormallyô 

do has been hard. We do not like it but 

the overriding message has to be to 

stay safe and comply with the rules with 

a view to not spreading the virus.  A 

couple of days ago I did, however, see 

the contractors putting up our Christmas 

Lights and I was reminded that Christ-

mas is just around the corner. 

Since the first lockdown all Parish Coun-

cil meetings have been held virtually 

and Ann, the Parish Council Clerk, has 

worked from home.  Unless someone 

can tell me to the contrary, I do not 

think any Council matters have been 

neglected.  All our contact details can be 

found in the newsletter inside the front 

page of this publication, in The Directory 

and on the website. 

Only a matter of a few weeks ago we 
remembered the fallen from the first 
and second world wars on Remem-
brance Sunday and Armistice Day. 
Whilst they are very solemn occasions it 
was so wonderful to see the brightness 
and warmth from the thousands of red 
poppies so beautifully knitted and cro-
cheted adorning numerous parts of our 
village.  We were so lucky to have a 
committed, enthusiastic and dedicated 
group of ladies from Oakley Women's 
Institute, who I understand call them-
selves the óKnit and Natter Group.ô   

I am sure everyone would like to join 
me, on behalf of the Parish Council, in 
thanking them all very much for their 
labours of love. I have every reason to 
believe that there might be one or two 
pictures showing the poppies at the var-
ious locations around the village. 

Reproduced below are the contents from 

a draft letter that I have prepared which 

I hope will be jointly signed by myself 

and a representative from Sharnbrook 

Academy Trust to go out to all parents  

Continued on page 3 
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of children attending Oakley Primary and Lincroft 

Secondary Schools concerning school run parking, 

something that has troubled us for a very long 

time. 

Irresponsible or antisocial parking/leaving 

of vehicles at school times. 

The parking or leaving of vehicles in the vicinity of 
our schools at drop off time in the morning and 
pick up time in the afternoon has been a problem 
that has blighted this, and probably every village 
in the country, for many years.  The fact that it is 
a difficult problem does NOT mean we have to live 
with it and do nothing.  Collection times in the af-
ternoon do seem to be far worse than the morn-
ing drop off for obvious reasons. It should be 
made clear at this point that many people park 
responsibly, arriving in good time. The problem 
seems to be caused by those who arrive late and 
fill those spaces left by the compliant for example 
bus stops, zig zag lines, they park across drive-
ways and actually on road junctions which is con-
trary to the advice in the Highway Code and can 
be against the law.  The roads affected are Station 
Road, Reynes Drive, Lincroft, Flax Close and Lov-
ell Road.  As a consequence of this dreadful park-
ing and manoeuvring, a few weeks ago a school-
child with a bicycle was allegedly struck by a car. 
Thankfully, no serious injuries were sustained, 
however this was maybe a warning and if this aw-
ful parking continues there will inevitably be a se-
rious incident, something none of us would want 
to happen. 

 On hearing about this two members of Oakley 

Parish Council and the Ward Borough Councillor 

called a meeting and invited representatives from 

Bedfordshire Police, Bedford Borough Highways 

and Sharnbrook Academy Trust to join us and a 

site meeting was convened some days later. 

The options available to us seem to range from 

asking or pleading with Mums and Dads, or who-

ever is doing the drop off or pick up, to be COM-

PLIANT AND THINK OF OTHERS PARTICULARLY 

OTHERSô CHILDREN AND NOT ONLY YOURSELF 

OR YOUR OWN CHILDREN.   Please ask yourself if 

you really do need to park as close to school as 

you do or try to, when with a bit of forward plan-

ning you could  do something else? If asking for 

cooperation does not work, we would then very 

quickly need to look at other options, but there is 

a good chance it could work, because it is hard to 

believe that anyone would want to be the victim 

or indeed culprit of something horrendous hap-

pening.  These other options could include; 

Park and walk to and from school 

Increased enforcement of the zig zag lines by re-

positioning of the cameras 

Increased Police patrols where possible. 

No verge parking regulations 

Double yellow 

lines at some of 

the locations 

enabling in-

creased enforce-

ment by Bor-

ough Council 

patrols and 

cameras. 

We have to ask 

ourselves if we 

want our village 

full of double 

yellow lines?  

Where double 

yellow lines are 

put down often, 

they are abused 

or the problem is moved down the road.  Remem-

ber the Police do not need double yellow lines: 

their powers are wide covering offences where 

penalty points can be imposed in addition to mon-

etary punishment. This can expedite disqualifica-

tion and impact on insurance renewal. 

Sometimes the best people to solve a problem are 

those people who cause it, if they are so inclined.  

We do believe that together we can improve the 

situation, but only if we all buy into it trying to 

eradicate this unacceptable behaviour PLEASE. 

Wheelie Bins 

Moving from cars I would like to go to Wheelie 

bins and ask everyone to be responsible with their 

wheelie bins especially when they put them out 

for collection.  When you put them out please 

think Covid 19 and ensure they are on your prop-

erty and not on the footpath so at no time is the 

pavement width reduced where social distancing 

could be compromised.  Unfortunately, bins are 

often left on the pavement by those emptying 

them and it is at these times that wheelchair us-

ers, people with pushchairs and buggies have real 

problems and pedestrians have to step into the 

road.  The pavement width can be considerably 

reduced and in the present climate that too can 

be a problem making social distancing more diffi-

cult. Where possible and if you are able it would 

be good if, while taking adequate precautions, 

bins could be returned to their rightful drive. 

Please do not leave them in the middle of the 

drive. 

Communicating with the Village Residents 

We are always looking at the most effective and 

timely way to bring matters affecting the village 

to our residentsô attention and in the main we do  

Continued on page 4 



п 

this reasonably well, because ALL matters that are 

discussed at our Parish Council meetings will ap-

pear on the meeting agenda.  One week before a 

meeting the agenda is put on the Village web site 

and the village notice board.  Following discussion 

at the open Parish Council meeting minutes will 

be prepared and approximately one week later 

they will be put on the web site and the notice 

board outside the Post Office.  

We then of course have our quarterly Newsletter 

which we try to use as much as possible but 

sometimes, because of short notice and other 

constraints, we cannot include some items  be-

cause the deadline has been missed or the next 

issue is too far away.  

Then there are those matters affecting the village 

where we really do have to do something different 

because of time constraints placed upon us else-

where.  

A good example of this was the Full Planning ap-

plication from Network Rail seeking Full Planning 

permission for Highfield Road Railway Bridge. In 

truth the changes proposed are not that much dif-

ferent to what is there now for which they re-

ceived temporary planning permission this time 

last year.    

This will not be the only unacceptable change to 

our village and going forward we need to find the 

best way to bring such matters to the attention of 

as many people as we can.  Planning matters 

from the Borough Council invite comments in sup-

port or objection. The Parish Council will always 

comment in accordance with our Neighbourhood 

Plan which was drawn up with full consultation 

with the village.  

In most cases this is fine, though I would never 

discourage anyone from expressing their own  

views. Where planning applications affect individ-

uals directly they should comment if they want to. 

The real need exists for those other matters that 

people should know about.  In addition to what 

we do now the Parish Council has agreed to post 

agendas and consultations on which Council has 

been asked to comment on Oakley Parish Coun-

cilôs official Facebook site which is 

www.facebook.com/Oakley.bedfordshire/ 

Other issues that we are anxious to bring atten-

tion to are those contained in another article in 

this Newsletter. They are East/West Rail and the 

Oxford/Cambridge Arc Bedford Borough Council 

Local Plan Review. Each or both could have mas-

sive implications for Oakley in the future and that 

is why you need to know how your life, and in-

deed the life of your family, may be affected. 

 

Christmas lights 

For obvious reasons the Christmas lights were 

switched on quietly on 28th November 2020.  It is 

disappointing that we could not gather at St 

Maryôs Church as we normally do to enjoy Carols, 

mince pies and mulled wine, but it is for the best 

and that tradition can continue in years to come.  

The lights should put a smile on our faces and re-

mind us what is just around the corner. 

As I write this we are still in lockdown, but I hear 

that infections of Covid 19 are increasing in Bed-

ford Borough which is very worrying.  That is the 

last thing we want, so please observe whatever 

rules are in place at the time and remember 

hands, face and space. 

And finally, thank you all for reading this Newslet-

ter and as usual thank you to our editor Bill 

Chalker for producing yet another quality publica-

tion. Please keep safe, please keep well, have a 

Very Happy Christmas and let us hope and pray 

for the vaccines to emerge quickly and effectively 

so normality as we knew it, or as close to what we 

knew, will give us the prospects of a Happy New 

Year.   Kind regards                       Paul Phillips. 
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In my last piece I spoke too soon about a return 

to some sort of normal. As I write this latest Bor-

ough Council Report we are in the middle of a 

four-week lockdown. I hope by the time you read 

this we will either be about to emerge from or 

have left it in its current form. You will have also 

seen that figures are still rising and if we return 

to exactly how we were prior to 2nd November, 

then unfortunately by Christmas we may be re-

turned to some form of lockdown. In the Borough 

we are asking all residents to follow the guide-

lines issued after the lockdown is over. A big 

thank you to all for doing what is asked. This has 

meant that numbers in Bedford Borough are in-

creasing more slowly than surrounding local au-

thorities. 

As part of the measures to help control the 

spread a New Covid-19 walk-in testing centre has 

opened at the University of Bedfordshire Campus 

in Polhill Avenue. This is operating on a walk-in 

basis for anybody in the borough who needs a 

test. It will be open every day providing testing 

for students at the University and local residents. 

It expands the local testing availability currently 

provided at Borough Hall and Prebend Street car 

parks in the town. 

You can book a test online at nhs.uk/coronavirus, 

or by calling 119. 

Test results will be available within 24-72 hours 

of completing the test. People testing positive 

should self-isolate for 10 days, with other people 

in their household needing to isolate for 14 days. 

Please remember Hands, Face, Space. 

Wellbeing 

As we enter the ninth month of living with Covid-

19 the Council is encouraging residents to look 

after their wellbeing. 

In April, the council created a webpage, 

www.bedford.gov.uk/wellbeing, offering ad-

vice to Bedford Borough residents on how to look 

after themselves whilst at home during the coro-

navirus outbreak and beyond. With regular up-

dates, the site offers advice and signposting to 

help residents stay healthy in what continues to 

be an extremely difficult and uncertain year. 

Finances 

The Borough Council is now facing a funding gap 

of Ã26.million. Due to the impact of coronavirus, 

the Council has to manage the vast majority of 

this gap- Ã21.8million- in next yearôs Budget, 

which will be set in the coming months. 

 The impact of COVID-19 has affected services 

across the Council. New ways of working and 

new demands are placing the council under un-

precedented pressure in working to deliver care 

for the vulnerable and elderly while keeping vital 

day-to-day operations running in extremely chal-

lenging circumstances.  

The Council is looking to maximise savings 

through more use of technology and the stream-

lining of council processes. This will build on the 

Transformation Programme which started in 2017 

and has seen around 70 projects completed and 

Ã18million saved by working in a more efficient 

way. 

However, given the size of the challenge the 

Council faces in 2021/2022 there is a need to 

make savings in how they deliver some services 

and introduce new fees for services such as plan-

ning advice. 

 

Transport 

Manton Lane/Clapham Road 

The major work which affects the residents of 

Oakley currently are the on-going works on Clap-

ham Road. The utility works are expected to be 

finished by Christmas, with further work on Man-

ton Lane starting in the new year once the foot-

bridge is installed.  

The final phase of this work will be the installa-

tion of part-time traffic lights on the Fairhill 

roundabout. This work will be completed by 

March 2022. (see the map for more details). 

Bedford High Street 

Temporary measures have been put in place to 

create more space for pedestrians and install 

permanent average speed cameras to enforce 

the 20mph speed limit.  

Results of a survey on traffic flows in October, 

showed that both the volume of traffic and aver-

age speeds had increased compared to October 

2019.  

The permanent work on the High Street will in-

clude:  

¶ Footways will be widened on both sides to 

create a more pleasant environment for pe-

destrians and shoppers 

¶ New loading and short stay parking bays 

will be introduced 

¶ A 20mph speed limit ï enforced by average 

speed cameras (already introduced) 

¶ High quality York paving and granite kerb-

stones will be used 
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More details can be seen at www.bedford.gov.uk/transportingbedford2020 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180 

Email:   jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Remembrance Sunday 2020 

As soon as the Prime Minister announced that Lockdown 2.0 was 

going to start on 2nd November we knew that Remembrance Sun-

day this year was going to be very different from usual. We had al-

ready cancelled the procession and asked wreath layers to only 

send one representative to the Memorial, but with all church ser-

vices now cancelled we had to re-think our plans. What we were 

finally able to do turned out to be extremely moving and memora-

ble and we hope that people were able to share it with us via our 

Facebook live stream. 

The village was prepared for the day through the 

magnificent efforts of the WI Knit and Natter 

group, who knitted 

and croqueted over 

6000 poppies that 

filled our village with 

colour for the week 

running up to Remembrance Sunday. 

Also the Memorial has been superbly renovated and looked after all year 

by Dave Ursall and it looked stunning covered in the knitted poppies. 

Everyone was determined to make it the im-

portant occasion it always is, so it was the people of the village who made it 

so special. We started with Rev Paula Vennells, who although she did not 

want to be filmed for Facebook, gave the service a beautiful and moving 

start. We were then joined by former Lt Colonel, Ade Clewlow MBE to read 

the citation and list of names of Oakleyôs fallen. Catherine Knight played a 

stunning last post on the bugle, whilst the flag was lowered to half mast, 

bringing many of us to tears and she marked the end of the silence playing 

Reveille. We then laid wreaths from village organisations. The Scouts and 

Brownies had already visited the memorial earlier in the week to lay theirs 

as had the High Sheriff, Susan Lousada. We also had one surprise visitor 

who wanted to lay a wreath on behalf of the police. Chief Superintendent 

John Murphy was driving past just as we started the ceremony. He stopped 

and helped us close the roads for the silence and then laid his wreath with 

the others from the village. 

On a final note, Ade had been devastated because his usual visit to the Cenotaph in London where he 

has previously been part of the procession, was not allowed,  so he was especially pleased to be 

asked to join us. To thank the village, he researched the names of the Oakley fallen, finding the ranks 

of the men listed plus he found that there was one name who was listed in the 

records but not shown on  the Memorial, Craftsman Leopold Plater. His name 

will be added as soon as possible. 

Armistice day itself, on the 11th, was 

also marked with a raising and low-

ering of the flag and we were joined 

by a relative of Lance Corporal Harry 

Hart, one of the fallen from the first 

world war. He now lives in Milton 

Keynes but during the second world 

war he was evacuated to his relatives 

in Oakley and remembered the village 

fondly. He laid a poppy cross in re-

membrance, all of which we recorded 

live on Facebook.  

Both videos are available on the Parish Council Facebook 

page, Oakley Bedfordshire. 

Jane Walker, Speaker of Bedford Borough Council 


