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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2021 
Hello Everyone, 

By the time you read this newsletter we 

will be at the beginning of December 

with Christmas just around the corner.  

I hope you have enjoyed the end of the 

summer and the autumn weeks includ-

ing Halloween and bonfire night. Hope-

fully we will be getting into the Christ-

mas spirit because the Christmas lights 

will have been switched on and we 

might even have been able to sing one 

or two carols!! 

Planning Applications 

As usual this past quarter for the Parish 

Council has been busy, busy, with many 

consultations circulating and planning 

applications pouring in. I am always 

pleased to see the planning applications 

because it means that many people 

want to improve their property and re-

main in this lovely village rather than 

move away. 

Whilst on the subject of planning, resi-

dents will, I am sure, be aware that an 

application was submitted for the devel-

opment of óup to 40 dwellingsô on land 

off Station Road that being in the north-

ern part of the field opposite the 

schools, between Station Road, Tudor 

Rose and the Railway line.   

The application was, as always, properly 

considered by the Parish Council, but 

objected to. The Oakley Neighbourhood 

Development Plan (NDP) very clearly 

allocated 25 to 50 new dwellings in Oak-

ley over the period of the plan. Ten 

dwellings have already been constructed 

in Parrott Close and the NDP allocates 

about thirty dwellings only on this par-

ticular piece of land (Station Road) and 

about ten dwellings only on land off the 

High Street. Housing on this site should 

be limited to thirty (NDP Policy HG1, 

page 20).   

Further details can be seen in the 

minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 5 

October 2021. 
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Front Cover  by   
  Rosie Mai Line  ( age 10) 

 
The Oakley Newsletter 
 
is published quarterly by Oakley Par-
ish Council and delivered by parish 
councillors free to every house in 

Oakley ï about 1,000 copies. 

 
Opinions and information 
 
in the Newsletter, both text and  

adverts, may not be endorsed by  

the Editor or the Parish Council. 

 
Next issue 
 
Final copy date for the  

Spring issue is  19th Feb 2022. 

The publishing date is 1st  Mar  2022. 
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Half page: £60 

Whole page: £120 

Four consecutive quarter page adverts - 
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Invoices will be issued by Ann Paice, with 

payment to Oakley Parish Council. 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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The safety alterations to Highfield Road bridge are 
in the process of being carried out.  It will never 
look the way we think it should, but I suppose 
nothing could be worse that the ówheelie bin ef-
fectô plus that horrible Arris fencing that we have 
had to put up with for the last couple of years or 
so. I do think it is vital that the Contractors do not 
leave site until the Planners are content that the 
work has been completed in accordance with the 
proposals, consent and conditions. 

Dual Litter and Dog Waste bins 

To say that the emptying of the dual litter and dog 
foul bins by Bedford Borough Council has been 
erratic is very much an understatement.  Council-
lor Phyllis Jones has worked tirelessly for some 
while now trying to make sure ALL bins are emp-
tied on the right date and if any bins are missed 
that we have a PROPER LINE OF COMMUNICA-
TION to make a report and those bins are emptied 
as soon as possible thereafter.   

Unfortunately, for some reason, the bins in River-
side Meadow and Pavenham Road are the bins 
most affected, despite repeated calls to the Bor-
ough Council.  This is completely unacceptable, 
and we will do our best to get the situation recti-
fied if at all possible.   

In the meantime, if you find bins full and over-
flowing please do not leave rubbish or bagged dog 
poo on or around the bins; please put it in the 
next bin on your travels or take it home and put 
it in your own bin.  Piling it on or around the bin 
is not nice and it is unhygienic. 

This is yet another quality publication that Bill 
Chalker our editor has produced and, on your be-
half, I thank him for that. Thanks also go to ad-
vertisers, contributors and most importantly you 
our readers and supporters. I also want to thank 
everyone who volunteers in whatever way it might 
be, but without which this village would not be the 
place that it is. Thank you. 

I wish you a wonderful Christmas and a Happy 
and Healthy New Year.           Paul Phillips, Chair.  

Bedford Borough Council is undertaking a 

very important consultation, which is high-

lighted below alongside links to access further 

information.  

Corporate Plan Consultation 

The Corporate Plan is Bedford Borough Coun-

cilôs high-level strategy and articulates our 

goals and priorities over the medium term.  

We have called our latest Corporate Plan 

óTogether Bedford Boroughô.  

We are seeking the views of residents, busi-

nesses, and other stakeholders on this im-

portant document that will shape the future of 

Bedford Borough. 

www.bedford.gov.uk/cpconsultation  

Comments should be received by 10 Decem-

ber 2021 and may be published.  
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Borough Council News 
Boundary Changes 

The Boundary Commission has announced the re-

shaping of the boundaries of the Bedford Borough 

Council. From May 2023 the current Oakley Ward 

comprising of Oakley, Pavenham & Stevington will 

be split into three. Stevington will be joining a 

new Bromham Ward, along with Bromham, Tur-

vey & Stagsden. This is part of an increase of 

Councillors from the current 40 to 46.  

I am keen to assure that I will continue to repre-

sent and support Stevington until the May 2023 

election. Further details on the changes across the 

Borough can be found at lgbce.org.uk/all-reviews/

eastern/Bedfordshire/bedford 

Northern Gateway (A6 Roundabout) 

Good progress is being made on the Northern 

Gateway project with the widening of Clapham 

Road between the Paula Radcliffe Way roundabout 

and Manton Lane, including installation of the new 

kerb line, footway and drainage system, along 

with the dedicated left hand turn lane from Clap-

ham Road into Manton Lane. 

Extensive road widening on the north eastern cor-

ner of the Manton Lane roundabout adjacent to 

the Bedford Modern School playing fields is com-

plete and extensive traffic signal ducts have been 

installed at the Great Ouse Way roundabout. This 

is in preparation for the installation of permanent 

lights to control traffic flow. 

Works have started on the central reservation of 

the dual carriageway, introducing a permanent 

right hand turn into Sainsburys so people will not 

need to use the Clapham Road/Manton Lane 

roundabout to U-turn. 

Works to the central reservation are expected to 

continue for several weeks and work will also con-

tinue at the Great Ouse Way roundabout and   

other areas. 

The works are programmed to be completed by 

the end of March 2022 and the contractor is cur-

rently on track to meet this deadline. 

Libraries 

Mobile Library 

The mobile library has been available for Select 

and Collect for a while, but it is now welcoming 

customers aboard once again. 

Visit the mobile library to browse the shelves, 

choose some books, and borrow them using the 

self-service machine. Remember to bring your 

mobile library card and check the timetable for 

stop dates. 

There is a limit on the number of customers inside 

the vehicle at once, and measures remain in place 

to help ensure the safety of everyone on board. 

Please continue to respect othersô space, wear a 

face covering if you can, and remember not to 

visit the mobile library if you have symptoms of 

COVID-19.  

Central Library 

LibraryPlus has returned to Bedford Central Li-

brary. LibraryPlus lets you use the library when 

you want, offering extended opening times. With 

LibraryPlus you can choose when you access the 

library, using a mixture of both staffed and self-

service hours.  

It is easy and convenient - just use your library 

card and PIN to enter the library during self-

service hours. Not sure whether you are a Library-

Plus user? You need to be aged 16 or over and a 

full member to register. Pop into any of our 

branches during staffed hours to find out more.  

Bedford Central Library opening hours:  

  Monday to Friday:   LibraryPlus 9am - 11am     

               Staffed      11am - 4pm     

               LibraryPlus 4pm - 6pm 

  Saturday:   LibraryPlus 9am - 10am        

                   Staffed    10am - 5pm     

                  LibraryPlus 5pm - 6pm 

  Sunday:   LibraryPlus 10am - 11am        

                 Staffed   11am - 2pm     

                 LibraryPlus 2pm - 4pm 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email  

jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Oakley  

Remembers 
Thursday 11 November 2021 marked the Act 

of Remembrance and a number of residents 

attended the war memorial at the cross roads 

where they made their own personal com-

memorations. On Sunday 14 November both 

St Marys Church and the Methodist Church 

organised their services so that they ended in 

good time for people to attend the War Me-

morial before 11am.  It was so pleasing to 

see approaching 300 people gathered togeth-

er to honour those who gave the most ex-

traordinary service in war. 

It was also lovely to 

see many young people in 

attendance, including 

Brownies, Beavers, Cubs, 

Scouts and Air Training 

Corps. Thank you to Major 

Button and his two col-

leagues for their contribu-

tions.  Thank you to our 

Remembrance Day Musi-

cian Catherine Knight. 

 We are also very grateful 

to Reverend Catherine Wil-

son and her colleague Mrs Liz Little, Methodist 

Circuit Preacher, who guided us throughout. 

Paul Phillips 



ф 




