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Parish Council News 

     Winter 2022 
Welcome to the winter edition of the 

Oakley Newsletter 

The loss of HM the Queen in the autumn 

was a hugely significant event and 

meant many meetings were cancelled 

during the mourning period.  However 

the parish council has still been busy as 

a consultee on a large number of plan-

ning applications and trying to maintain 

and improve our village environment. 

Christmas lights 

Once again, the Christmas lights switch 

on will take place at St Marys church car 

park at 5pm on Saturday 3rd December.  

Please join us for a lovely village event 

to mark the start of the Christmas peri-

od. Following the lights switch on there 

will be carol singing in the church where 

you will be able to see the hand made 

wreaths, provided by local organisa-

tions. Refreshments will be served by 

the church volunteers. This is an annual 

event on the first Saturday in December 

so if you are reading this newsletter af-

ter 3rd, please add it to your diary for 

next year and we will hope to see you 

then. 

There will be lots of other events at the 

schools and churches in December. 

Please look out for the organisationôs 

own newsletters/cards for more details. 

Thank you to Village Volunteers 

Thank you to the volunteers who have 

planted bulbs at the village signs. Dur-

ing the hot summer, it became obvious 

that we could not maintain the flowers 

and shrubs there because we had lim-

ited access to water. The bulb planting 

was suggested as an option and we look 

forward to seeing the colourful display in 

the spring.  

Once again, the knitted poppies around 

the village for Remembrance Day, were 

spectacular. They brightened up the vil-

lage in a very poignant way and made 

sure no one would forget the fallen. We 

had so many lovely positive comments 

about them.  

 Continued on page 3 
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Thank you to the ladies of the Knit and Natter 
group for all of your hard work making the pop-
pies, sewing them on to netting and then fixing 
them up around the village. You did an amazing 
job. 

Lincroft School planning applications 

Lincroft school have now submitted their planning 
application for a new dining hall with teaching 
space above and the parish council has supported 
this as a vital addition for the school. The school 
has also withdrawn their application for a MUGA 
behind the school. We wait to see if they will re-
place it with something else that would allow 
them to expand their hard standing area for break 
times.   

As the school is now an academy, the Parish 
Council does not have representatives on the 
Board anymore, so we are only informed about 
planning applications at the same time as their 
neighbours. Please contact us if you receive any 
notice of planning changes that you are concerned 
about and we will follow it up with the Borough 
Council planning department. 

 

Waste bins 

One of our parish councillors diligently checks bins 
when she is walking her dog and will report them 
to her Borough Council contact if she finds they 
have been missed from a collection. However, 
when residents overfill the bins so that rubbish is 
left on the ground beside them, the council will 
not clear up the excess. This then leaves an un-
sightly mess which residents then have to clear up 
ourselves.  

Please, if you do see that the bin you are planning 
to use is full, do not try and put your waste into 
the top and hope it will not fall out. We have a 
large number of bins around the village. It will not 
be too far to the next one. Or you could take it 
home and put it in your own bin. This is a regular, 
unpleasant job for the volunteers who monitor our 
bins. Please help us to help them. 

 

Dog waste bins 

Many of our dog waste bins have now been 
changed for general waste and dog waste com-
bined. This is clearly marked on the side of the 
bins and they tend to be bigger than the small 
bins on posts. It is fine to put all waste into these 
larger bins. 

However we do still have a number of small dog 
waste bins on posts. These must only be used for 
poo bags please. They are not big enough to take 
anything else and are collected by a dedicated van 
for this type of waste. Adding other rubbish fills 
them too quickly and is unpleasant for the person 
who empties them. 

We are very pleased that the dog waste bins are 
so well used as it means people are picking up 
their dogôs poo. We want to make sure that dis-
posing of your bags is as easy as possible so the 
parish council has decided to swap the small bins 
by the bus stops at the High Street/Station Road 
cross road and Lovell Road, to make them into the 
larger, dual purpose bins. This will be paid for 
from next years budget. 

Parish Council Vacancies 

We currently have two vacancies on the Parish 
Council and we are looking for volunteers who 
would like to be more involved in the village. The 
current term ends next May so if you would like to 
join us until then it is a good opportunity to take 
part without committing to a long term of office. 
Obviously if you enjoy being part of the council, 
we hope you will consider standing for election 
next year in the council elections. 

 

If you would like to find out more about what be-
ing a councillor involves, please speak to any of 
the councillors on the contact list in this newslet-
ter or call the parish clerk and she can explain 
more. We meet once a month on the first Tuesday 
of the month, in the village hall. If you would like 
to see us in action, please come along to any 
meeting, as residents are always welcome to at-
tend.  

Jane Walker   Acting Chair 

  

Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working from 
home Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday 
mornings.  She is also in the Old School 
Meeting Room (at the rear of the building) 
on Thursdays between 10.00am and 2.00pm 
if anyone wishes to visit in person.  She 

does not work on Fridays but any messages 
or emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Borough Council News 
Council Launch Cost of Living Grant Fund  

A new grant funding scheme has been launched in 

Bedford Borough for voluntary organisations and 

community groups to help people struggling with 

the cost of living. 

Bedford Borough Council is working with Compass 

Wellbeing and the Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton 

Keynes (BLMK) Health and Care Partnership to 

provide Ã170,000 of grants. These would be avail-

able to community, voluntary and social enter-

prise organisations, or town and parish councils, 

which are supporting individuals and families dur-

ing the current cost of living crisis. 

Grants of between Ã5,000 and Ã25,000 are avail-

able to organisations that are helping local resi-

dents to stay warm, well and socially connected 

this winter. 

Examples include those that support people to 

access hot, healthy, nutritious meals in communi-

ty settings, help with social isolation and loneli-

ness and support for people to access healthcare. 

Full more information on how to apply visit 

www.compasswellbeing.co.uk/latest-funding-

opportunities. The deadline for applications is 18 

December 2022. 

More information about support for residents can 

also be found at www.bedford.gov.uk/costofliving 

Fly-tippers continue to be identified and 

fined  

The Council continues its crackdown on fly-tippers 

and locally will look to identify and fine people 

who leave waste by the bottle bank at Stevington 

Country Walk. This is particularly important to re-

member around Christmas, when the amount of 

glass to be recycled increases and people are 

tempted to leave these alongside full bottle 

banks. 

Bedford Borough Council takes fly-tipping very 

seriously, not only does it make a mess but it is 

illegal. This year so far over 100 Fixed Penalty No-

tices have been issued to people caught fly-

tipping. Enforcement teams work tirelessly to find 

and prosecute people who are carrying out unlaw-

ful activities. If anyone witnesses fly-tipping they 

can help the teams by reporting it at; https://

www.bedford.gov.uk/fly-tipping. 

These mini-recycling sites can only collect specific 

materials such as clothes and textiles, shoes, and 

glass. Discover where these sites are and what 

they collect at; www.bedford.gov.uk/

MiniRecyclingSites. If you find a site is full or 

overflowing, it can be reported on the same page. 

If you have extra waste take it to the Household 

Waste and Recycling Centre in Barkers Lane or 

arrange for a licensed waste carrier to collect it. 

If you find a bottle bank full, please take your 

glass home with you and do not leave it for others 

to clear up. 

Bedford Borough Council successfully joins 

Art Council Englandôs Investment Pro-

gramme 

For the first time ever Bedford Borough Council 

has been successful in joining ACEôs national port-

folio of funded organisations (NPOs). The Higgins 

Bedford has received a conditional funding offer of 

Ã65k per year for three years from 2023-2026. 

This funding will enable The Higgins Bedford to do 

more to realise the potential of its nationally sig-

nificant collections and redeveloped facilities. It 

will be able to deliver even more opportunities for 

outstanding cultural experiences to local resi-

dents. Existing work will continue with a renewed 

focus on engaging with the diverse communities 

of Bedford Borough.  

ACE is investing Ã446 million each year between 

2023-26 in 990 organisations with creativity and 

culture at their heart. ACE are boosting spending 

in arts, museums and libraries in villages, towns 

and cities where investment is currently too low. 

Bedford is historically a place of low Arts Council 

investment. 

This ACE portfolio focuses on making certain that 

people engage with the very best of art and cul-

ture on their high streets and in community spac-

es. The aim is to reach even more people, no 

matter where they come from or what their cir-

cumstances are. 

Putnoe Walk-In Centre 

Putnoe Walk-In Centre which has been under 

threat of closure will now remain open as the con-

tract has been extended to 31st March 2024.  

The Walk-In Centre is open 365 days a year: 

8:00am to 2:00pm, Monday to Friday; and 

8:00am to 5:00pm on weekends and bank holi-

days. It is open to anyone who needs urgent 

medical care for minor illness or injuries and 

means residents can avoid having to visit Bedford 

Hospital.  

More information including opening hours can be 

found here - https://

www.putnoemedicalcentre.co.uk/practice-

information/opening-hours/. 

Councillor Jon Abbott 

Telephone: 07784 549180   

Email :  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 
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Behind the scenes of the Emmaus Village Carlton Christmas Shop 

Meet the lady who spends all year preparing 

for Christmasé  

Carlton resident Anne Geerts volunteers for local homeless-

ness charity Emmaus Village Carlton. For the past three 

years, sheôs been preparing all the donated items for the 

charityôs popular Christmas Shop, which sells preloved deco-

rations, festive clothing and gifts.  

Emmaus Village Carlton supports people who have experi-

enced homelessness to rebuild their lives, raising funds 

through its three shops and bistro. Their Christmas Shop 

opens every year from mid-October, inside the charityôs 

Home Store. 

Preparing for the Christmas Shop is a huge task, Anne ex-

plains: ñIt takes me all year ï it does not stop! At the moment Iôm volunteering four days every week, just to keep on 

top of all the Christmassy things that are coming in. We normally get a rush of donations at the start of December 

each year, as everyone unpacks their decorations, decides to change their colour scheme and give their old stuff to 

charity!ò  

Anne works behind the scenes on-site; there are multiple storage rooms, a workroom and a pricing room, just for 

the Christmas Shop preparation: ñI start by unpacking and sorting the donations. All the ornaments are stored on 

shelves, and I have massive boxes for each type of item. We get thousands of baubles every year, which I colour-

match along with all the tinsel. I collect together all the Christmas hats, stockings, nativity sets etc. Every set of fairy 

lights is tested to check it is working. Then I price everything up, ready for it all to be put out on sale. We bring out 

fresh stock most days, as things sell really quickly.  

ñIôve noticed there are trends each year: last year we hardly sold any tinsel, but this year itôs disappearing as fast as 

we put it out on the shop floor!ò 

ñI love what I do here. I like thinking about Christmas all year because I love Christmas, but mostly itôs nice to know 

all my hard work is helping to raise money for such a wonderful local charity.ò 

The Emmaus Village Carlton Christmas Shop (School Lane, Carlton MK43 7LQ) is open every year from mid-

October until Christmas: Wednesday to Saturday 9.30am ï 4.30pm and Sunday 10am ï 4pm.  

Find out more about Emmaus Village Carlton: www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton 

http://www.emmaus.org.uk/village-carlton
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Bedfordshire, Luton and Milton Keynes Health and Care Partnership is developing a strategy for digital 
health and care services.  
 
The use of technology and digital access to services was increased due to the Covid Pandemic and 
many of the ways people receive treatment or advice have changed and may have been supported by 
digital or remote services.  
 
We would like to understand how residents feel about digital health and care services, what they think 
works well and what barriers there may be to residents being able to access services in this way.   
 
We want as many people as possible to share their views and help shape services across Bedford-
shire, Luton and Milton Keynes, so please complete the survey at  
 

https://eu.surveymonkey.com/r/BLMKDigital   The survey runs until Thursday 12 Jan 2023.  
 
We are also holding in-person focus groups, to register your interest in joining a focus group, please 
call 01525 624261 or email blmkicb.communications@nhs.net .  The focus groups will be held in com-
munity venues and we are offering Ã50 payment in recognition of time and expenses. 
 
 
 
 
     QR Code to Survey 

Local  Authority  Focus group 1  Focus group 2  

Bedford  Borough  15th November, 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

 

16th November, 

09:30am to 12:30pm  

Central  Bedfordshire  22nd  November, 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

 

23rd November, 

09:30am to 12:30pm  

Luton  29th November, 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

 

30th November, 

09:30am to 12:30pm  

Milton Keynes  6th December, 

5:30pm to 8:30pm  

 

7th December, 

09:30am to 12:30pm  
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For all Pre-School Children 

At St Maryôs Church Oakley on 

Thursdays during School Term 10am to 11.45 

Crafts, Painting, Play, Music, Stories and a 
Healthy Snack plus  tea/coffee for the adults 

More detail from Dorothy Palmer at 
01234 823959 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lets Balance out every  

Negative with a Positive! 

 
We live in an age of social media, which allows us to be in 

constant touch with the world if we so chose to be and have 

the know-how. Personally I am of the generation that has not mastered all the mysteries of this tech-

nology, but I do hear of all the trouble that it can cause. It allows us to complain publicly if something 

goes wrong or someone does not measure up to our demands;  that a road is closed because of road 

works; or a road race will use a small stretch of a road one Sunday morning in the year; that a bin 

was not emptied or drains were not unblocked, that a party at the village hall or social club was too 

noisy. The list could go on. So many of the contributions seem to be of a negative nature.  

This got me thinking about all the positive happenings in the village including all the scores of people 

who work or volunteer to make positives happen. The list is long and in no special order, with apolo-

gies for omissions: there are the parish councillors and clerk, the village hall committee, the Oakley 

carnival and show, the Social Club, all those who run clubs and organisations for our children, such as 

the Youth Club, Guides, Scouts, Cubs, Brownies, Beavers, Rainbows, the social and all the sports 

clubs. The various businesses located in the village often help residents at short notice. I am sure you 

will be able to add more names and events. 

So perhaps next time we want to criticise or complain on social media, it might also be great to add a 

positive comment, because without all the people who get involved there might not be anyone there 

to complain to.                                                                                                                Anon 
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Prior to Feb 2022 you and your community identified speeding and vehicle related 

crime and anti-social behaviour as your number one community priority. Since 

February 2022, your rural policing team have reviewed all reports of theft from 

vehicles, theft of vehicles and reports of vehicle reported anti-social behaviour. 

We have proactively taken steps to address the culture and attitude of those driv-

ing through our green patch of the county with high visibility patrols and traffic 

operations.  

Since February 2022 we have: 

Conducted 142 speed enforcement operations with the use of speed monitoring devices. 

Issued 45 speeding tickets, with hundreds of drivers stopped and offered advice. 

We have conducted 163 visits to victims of vehicle related crime. 

In addition to our daily patrols around our towns and villages, we have conducted 89 intelligence 

lead patrols. In just the last six weeks we have recovered four stolen vehicles from our area (all sto-

len from outside our geographic footprint). 

We are very grateful to everyone who has supported us to date. The support in providing speeding 

data and reporting incidents is greatly valued, as it allows us to target our limited resources. We 

would particularly like to thank our local Speed Watch groups who are very active on our streets, 

providing reassurance, deterrence, and advice. We will continue our vehicle related enforcement 

efforts, however we must all work together to continuously identify what affects our community 

most. We therefore would like to introduce the online, ñHave Your Sayò survey:                          

https://rb.gy/g1pwky 

By clicking this link and filling out the quick questionnaire, you can notify Bedfordshire Police of any 

issues in your community you may wish us to focus local resources towards. Every survey complet-

ed, allows us to collate data and better understand your local needs. The survey does not take long-

er than a few minutes. Please do continue to report all emergencies and report crime via 999/101. 

Neighbourhood Policing North Rural 



мм 



мн 

Phantom Sprayer 

Christmas holidays will soon be upon us. If your children are likely to walk the fami-

ly dog, then please train them to properly clean up after the family pet. It is very 

easy to show them how to put their hand right inside the bag very carefully and 

pick up then turning  the bag back outside in 

with the mess safely inside afterwards, and then to find a 

bin. There is always one fairly close by as we have plenty 

around the village. 

Leaving the bag on the ground, hanging it in a hedge or a 

tree is a very unpleasant thing to do, and that sort of thing, 

upsets others walking on finding this disgusting sight. 

Have a very Merry and dog clean Christmas everyone, and 

make a New Year resolution to always clean up wherever 

you are. 

 

Oakley Youth 

Club.  
Thank you to all members for your sup-

port with the change of leadership at 

the youth club. 

We have enjoyed quizzes, games, out-

door fun and a Halloween party. 

We still have spaces for new members, 

come along and have some fun, relax  

and meet up with your friends. 

 

Sonya, jj, Jules and Maddison. 
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Of All Ages Wanted to Protect our Children 

Our present volunteers mostly come from the older age 

bracket and to ensure we continue into the future we 

would like to appeal to other volunteers (over eighteen) 

to join Oakley Speed Watch. 

Are you one of several concerned villagers or maybe in 

an existing village group who are happy to diversify and 

would like to commit to one hour a month, in sets of 

three, to keep our families safe? 

 

Would you like to go together to the 2 hours of training at Police HQ in Kempston? 

Then why not contact Paul Philips on paulphillips65@gmail.com or call him on 07968 122 301 and 

talk it through with him. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD 

PLAN  

The Group carried out the review 

of the Plan over Summer 2022 

and decided it conformed to the current Bedford 

Borough Local Plan to 2030. 

They considered all the different sections one 

by one and decided that each one conformed to 

the Bedford Local Plan. 

They decided that the Affordable Housing needs 

were met by the development in Parrotts Close 

and the 30% allocation from the sites currently 

proposed over the Plan period. The Station 

Road site was recently refused by the Bedford 

Borough planners. As part of the refusal they 

identified policies in the NDP as well as their 

own planning policies. The High Street site has 

some drainage issues and they are talking with 

the appropriate authorities. The Group did not 

consider the Bedford Borough Local Plan to 

2040 as it has not been through the planning 

process at present. The Group decided that 

when it has been through that process we will 

review the Plan again, probably over summer in 

2023. They considered that Oakley NDP was 

still conforming to the Bedford Borough Local 

Plan 2030.                                  Pat Olney 
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 OAKLEY SPEEDWATCH ï Building a picture of traffic speed in Oakley 

We are pleased to report that in our 6 most recent operations that whilst 485 vehicles passed us only 

one had to be reported for excessive speed.  A further 10 were actually above the limit but within the 

tolerance we accept. However, considering we have a warning bollard and at least three individuals 

wearing dayglo jackets at the roadside, to be caught speeding past us should perhaps raise some 

concern about the driversô observation and hazard perception skills! 

When we are on an operation, passers-by often ask how many we have caught and then follow that 

with suggestions of a different time and place that they feel might be more worthwhile. To help us in 

selecting locations we started noting the speed of every vehicle passing and used the data to create 

speed profiles based on the range and frequency of speeds recorded.  

In the chart 

below the 

vertical red 

line at the 

top of each 

profile 

shows the 

speed 

range of 

the fastest 

quarter of 

vehicles 

passing, 

the green 

line at the 

bottom 

shows the 

range of 

the slowest 

quarter. 

The box in 

the middle 

shows the 

speed 

range of 

half of the 

traffic divided into the quarter above (amber) and quarter below (green) the average speed. The 

blue dot shows the most recorded speed.  

Looking at Highfield Road as an example, half the vehicles (green and yellow boxes) were in the 

range of 23-27mph, 24mph being the most recorded speed. Pavenham Road looks similar but there 

the speed range of the yellow group was bigger and the most recorded speed 27mph significantly 

higher.  

Reynes Drive may not have been an obvious choice for an operation since the profile clearly shows 

speeds well below 30mph but the time and location were chosen to consider the risk speeds in that 

location (heading towards the Green from post office end 50 yards from the blind left-hand bend on 

a sunny summer afternoon with youngsters playing on the Green. There were cars parked all the 

way down on the nearside, a car parked on the bend on the offside and more parking around the 

bend!). Clearly many drivers acknowledged the danger, with 22mph the most recorded speed, but 

perhaps not so much recognised by the 10 red line drivers approaching between 24-27 mph.  

We recognise that statistically the sample of vehicles is small and that in particular the average 

speed is perhaps artificially lowered by very slow vehicles and the óconvoysô which form behind them. 

We are aiming to continue building a picture of speeds in Oakley and particularly around school 

opening and closing times when the risk to residents might be greatest. We are always open to sug-

gestions from residents of times and locations where traffic speeds are thought to be a concern.  
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Down Memory 

Lane 

Miss Margaret  

Dora Robertson MBE   

This photograph was taken in July 1971 

to mark the retirement of Miss Margaret 

Robertson who had served as the Head-

mistress of Oakley Primary School for 

over 20 years. 

As the two longest serving pupils myself 

and Beverley Hulatt were asked to pre-

sent Miss Robertson with a gift for her 

service to the village. On behalf of the 

community we presented her with a 

painting of the village church. Beverley and I are both standing in the photo which was taken on the 

front lawn of the Old School. A year or so later the school was closed and everyone moved up to the 

newly built one on the current Station Road site. 

Miss Robertson was born in 1905 and when she retired moved to the Duke of Bedford houses in Sta-

tion Road. She passed away as a result of a tragic car accident in 1978 and is buried in the Oakley 

Church graveyard. 

In addition to her devotion to teaching her passion was music and she held official responsibilities 

within the Bedford Choral Society from 1943 until her passing in 1978. She was awarded the MBE for 

her work in supporting musical activities in the Bedford area. 

Miss Robertson was a lady who impacted positively on many Oakley families past and present and 

many villagers will remember her fondly.                                                                Richard Worker 


