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Parish Council News 

     Winter  2025 
Dear Residents,  

Writing the text for the newsletter at this 

time of year always coincides with Re-

membrance Sunday. Especially poignant 

this year as this is the 80th Anniversary 

of the end of World War II.  I was unable 

to attend our own memorial in Oakley 

this year, taking part in one in London 

instead. Thank you to deputy Chair 

Councillor Robert Saunders for repre-

senting the Parish Council. The photos of 

the service at the war memorial show 

the horses and donkeys in attendance as 

well - looking exceptionally fine.  The 

poppy decorations around the village are 

a sight to behold and very fitting for such 

an occasion.  Thankyou all.  

As usual, I hope you can indulge me if 

we take the time to set out once again 

the names of the men of this parish who 

gave their lives, that we may be free, 

and recognise how lucky we are. 

From the First World War 

Roland John Prothero 

Stanley John Bowyer 

Reginald Charles Eaton 

Harry James Watson Hart 

Thomas Edgar Hulatt 

Charles William Hurst 

William John Knight 

Frank Goodman Line 

Thomas Charles Line 

Frederick Panter 

Artimus William Parker 

Arthur Charles Pepper 

From the Second World War 

Norman William Bowden 

Harold Burgess 

Continued on page 3 
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Hello Children  
    look out for  
      Ten more 
      little ones   
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Roland Clewer 

Herbert Dixey 

Wilfred Charles Goldsmith  

Edgar William Thomas Keech 

Richard George Labrum 

Raymond Eric Leslie 

Frederick Charles Wolseley Timmins 

Stanley William Trigwell 

Frederick Arthur Wilson 

Robert Brian Wright 

We will remember them and those who continue 

to pay the ultimate sacrifice.  

Did you attend the Oakley show? It was another 

year demonstrating the immense productivity 

and skill set within Oakley ï fruit, vegetables, 

home baking, art, photography, flowers, jams 

and crafts. It is great to see what has been going 

on. I came away with my own prize-winning 

card, which is always rewarding - it is so good to 

see all the creativity in the village.  

The litter pick in September was not as well sup-

ported as last year and so we will consider the 

timing of the litter pick next year ï and may 

move to October. Thanks to all participants and 

to our Parish Clerk Ann Paice, who organised the 

event, and Jane Walker who led it on the day As 

well as the OSCC who welcomed all litter pickers 

and gave them a good base to work from. 

Thankyou to EVERONE who picks up any piece of 

litter at any time.  

Before everything gets too wet and muddy I 

want to write about the grass verges in the vil-

lage. It is at this time of year, and for the next 

few months, that it is SO easy for the verges to 

get churned up. Please do not park on verges 

and if you see contactors or delivery drivers do-

ing so and causing damage then please do report 

it to the Clerk. Damage caused to the verges is 

unsightly for all and is costly and difficult to re-

pair.  Thankyou.  

Residents may have noticed some new poles be-

ing installed on the High Street and Reynes 

Drive. These are for the Speedwatch Group and 

relate back to a presentation the Parish Council 

received from the Speedwatch Group last year. 

The Group collect and analyse a lot of data and 

at the time they were noting speeding on Paven-

ham Road as the worst place. They were also 

concerned about Reynes Drive, particularly the 

blind bend by the Green and requested new 

posts in Reynes Drive and the High Street so 

they could cover these areas.  Councillor Walker 

and Councillor Abbott have used their ward fund 

to provide new posts and brackets for Speed-

watch to be able to attach their equipment. 

(Lamposts and existing infrastructure cannot be 

used). It takes quite a time for the poles to ar-

rive but the plan is that once in use they high-

light quickly and efficiently to drivers that they 

are speeding. We do not want this in these areas 

of the village. Thank you to the Speedwatch 

team - all volunteers. They work hard to keep 

monitoring activity to help change behaviour of 

drivers who are driving too quickly.  

Finally, on behalf of the Parish Council I want to 

send a thank you to everyone in Oakley who 

contributes to the village - there are many peo-

ple who do this in different ways. Time given 

freely in a busy world is very valuable. Engage-

ment from so many people really makes village 

life very special and it is a pleasure to be a resi-

dent of the village.  

On behalf of the Parish Council, may I take the 

opportunity to wish you and your families a very 

happy Christmas and a peaceful and prosperous 

New Year. By the time the newsletter is pub-

lished the Christmas lights will be switched on 

and will be a joy to look at!  

Kind regards                       Sara Fardon  Chair 

 Parish Clerkôs Working Hours 

The Parish Clerk is currently working 
from home Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday mornings.  She is also in 
the Old School Meeting Room (at the 
rear of the building) on Thursdays be-
tween 10.00am and 2.00pm if anyone 
wishes to visit in person.  She does not 
work on Fridays but any messages or 
emails will be picked up on Monday. 
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Borough Council Report  

40 house Development on Station Road 
The purchasers of the development which current-
ly has outline planning permission for up to 40 
homes, has approached the Borough council plan-
ners to start discussions about what they would 
like to build there. They have already had discus-
sions with Jon Abbott and myself and will be pre-
senting to the Parish council in January. They are 
currently consulting on and investigating a num-
ber of optional layouts for the scheme but both 
will come out at the Station Road, Reynes Drive 
junction via a new roundabout which will be con-
structed there. 
All layouts will consist entirely of affordable 
homes, either to buy as part of a shared owner-
ship scheme, or to rent. Once the plans are in for 
approval they will be available to view online and 
will be open for residents to comment.   
 
Lovell Road railway bridge 
Unfortunately, the road and footpath underneath 
the railway bridge on Lovell Road flooded again 
with the heavy rains in November. Both ward 
councillors had been involved in the discussions 
with highways officers on a more permanent solu-
tion to resolve the problem when the temporary 
footbridge was removed. But the available solu-
tions were either unsustainable or unsafe. It was 
hoped that the pump that was installed would re-
solve the problem until the broken drain could be 
accessed.  
Officers now believe it is in the wrong place to re-
move the majority of the water. They have asked 
the contractor to return and move the pump fur-
ther under the bridge. Hopefully by the time you 
read this newsletter we will not have seen a re-
peat of the November flooding.    
 
Glass and Food Recycling  
Kerbside Glass Recycling: Although this was due 
to be launched to the whole Borough in Septem-
ber the fire at the recycling plant has delayed it 
slightly. However, from 1st December, everyone 
will be able to dispose of their glass in the orange 
bins which will then be collected in the usual bi-
weekly collection. 
Following a successful trial in several communi-
ties, overall recycling tonnage increased by 
around 17% and is expected to raise the Bor-
oughôs kerbside recycling rate by about 6%. Esti-
mations suggest the move could reduce carbon 
emissions by over 4,000 tonnes of COИ each year. 
Bottle banks in most areas around the borough 
will then be gradually phased out. There will still 
be bottle banks at the Household Waste and Re-
cycling centre. 
 
Weekly Food Waste Collection (from April 
2026) 
Every household will receive a 7-litre kitchen cad-
dy and a 23-litre outdoor caddy with a lockable lid 
and this is expected to collect around 5,000 
tonnes of food waste each year, turning unavoida-
ble food scraps into renewable energy or compost. 

The service is fully funded with over Ã1.9 million 
in government grants already received for vehi-
cles, containers, and setup. 
 
Green Waste Consultation  
Mayor Tom has maintained his opposition to green 
waste collection charges. However central govern-
ment civil servants asked the Council to explore 
all options to improve financial resilience. This in-
cludes service charges already adopted by neigh-
bouring authorities such as charging for green 
waste collection. The Borough Council launched its 
Budget Consultation for 2026/27 in October and 
November and one of the options being consid-
ered was introducing a charge for green waste 
(garden waste) collections.  
 
We will know the results of the consultation in 
January when the next yearôs budget is being pre-
pared. The mayor has committed to not introduc-
ing any change where there has been significant 
support against an option. However if the council 
cannot balance its budget and is declared bank-
rupt, these decisions will be taken out of local 
councillorsô hands. 
 
Free Parking 
From 3 November 2025, Bedford Borough Council 
will temporarily suspend the 4-hour free parking 
offer at Allhallows and Lurke Street multi-storey 
car parks to help protect vital services and stabi-
lise Council finances. Like many councils across 
the country, Bedford Borough Council is facing 
significant financial pressures, with rising costs in 
Adult Social Care, Childrenôs Services, and Tem-
porary Accommodation, alongside reduced Gov-
ernment funding. To maintain financial stability, 
the Council is reviewing all non-essential spending 
so that essential frontline services can continue to 
be delivered.  
While the 4-hour free parking scheme has been 
popular and successful in supporting town centre 
businesses, it must be paused temporarily as part 
of these measures. The Council remains fully 
committed to reintroducing free parking once its 
financial position improves. 
In the meantime, residents and visitors can still 
benefit from: 
2 hours of free parking at Queen Street Car Park 
(MondayïSaturday) 
Free parking every Sunday across all Council-
owned town centre car parks 
 
PSPO 
Following a two-month consultation by the Bor-
ough Council, a new three-year Public Spaces Pro-
tection Order (PSPO) has been introduced to crack 
down on persistent anti-social behaviour in Bed-
ford town centre. Issues such as street drinking, 
aggressive begging, spitting, littering, public uri-
nation, accessing rooftops or stairwells for anti-
social behaviour, and dangerous cycling in pedes-
trian areas are being targeted. Although consider-
ate cycling will now be allowed through the town 
centre. 
The PSPO will be jointly enforced by Council Offic-
ers and Bedfordshire police with clear signage be-
ing displayed.  
 
 

Continued on Page 6 
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Borough Council Report  

- Continued 

Connect to Work programme 

Bedford Borough Council is taking part in a new 
Connect to Work scheme to help local residents 
get back into employment. The five-year pro-
gramme offers 12 months of one-to-one support 
for people who have been out of work for six 
months or more - particularly those with health 
conditions, disabilities, or other barriers to work.  

Participants will receive personal coaching, help 
finding suitable jobs and ongoing support once 
they start work to help them stay in employment. 
The scheme also works closely with services such 
as mental health, housing and homelessness sup-
port. 

 

Domestic Abuse Survivor Group 

Bedford Borough Council is inviting survivors of 
domestic abuse aged 16 and over to join a new 
Survivor Voice group, helping to shape how sup-
port is provided across the Borough. The group 
will offer a safe and supportive space for people to 
share their experiences, highlight what helped in 
their recovery and suggest ways services could be 
improved.  

Members will meet regularly with Council officers  

 

and decision-makers, ensuring survivor perspec-
tives directly influence local policy and practice. 
Anyone of any gender, background, or sexual ori-
entation can take part, with around four hoursô 
involvement per month and support from Victim 
Support throughout. 

 

Jane Walker 

Borough Councillor for Clapham and Oakley 
 
If you need any further information or assistance 
with issues at the council, you can call me on 
07952 879587  

or email jane@janewalker.co.uk.  

You can also find me and/or message me on  

Facebook @CllrJaneWalker. 

 
 

Jon Abbott 

Email:  jonathan.abbott71@icloud.com 

07784 549180 

Facebook: Clapham & Oakley Liberal Democrats 

mailto:jane@janewalker.co.uk
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Emmaus Village Carlton awarded National 

Lottery funding to expand volunteer team 
 

Emmaus Village Carlton is celebrating after securing Nation-

al Lottery Community Fund support to create a new volun-

teer coordinator role - an appointment set to significantly 

grow the charityôs volunteer team over the coming years. 

The Bedfordshire-based homelessness charity received a 

total of Ã114,000 in funding from the National Lottery Com-

munity Fund, Emmaus UK and The Grace Trust, to support 

the post over three years. The role will focus on recruiting, 

training, and supporting volunteers across Emmaus Village 

Carltonôs social enterprises, including its three shops, caf® 

and online operations. 

Volunteers play a vital part in the charityôs work, collabo-

rating with staff and the people supported by the charity, 

known as companions. Currently, 75 volunteers contribute 

their time, skills and experience to help run the charityôs 

enterprises and support its companions day-to-day. 

Emmaus Village Carlton provides more than a bed for the 

night. People supported by the charity receive a stable 

home, personalised support, counselling, and opportunities 

to gain skills and work experience through its social enter-

prises, helping them rebuild confidence and work towards 

independent living. 
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Celebrating 30 years of Oakleyôs óNewô  Village Hall  

Oakley Villageôs New Hall was officially opened on 7th December 1995.  The opening ceremony was 

conducted by Miss Doreen Wagner OBE, an Oakley resident who was the Chief Nursing Officer for 

North Bedfordshire Health Authority. 

It had been a long journey to get to that point.  

By the late 1980s our first village hall, which had 

been opened in August 1954, was showing its age 

with an increasing need for repairs, and with 

emerging structural problems.   

The plan to build a New Village Hall was formally 

agreed at the 1989 AGM. From then to 1995 the 

Village Hall Committee, the dedicated Building sub

-Committee, and a host of villagers and support-

ers took it from an initial idea to the building we 

have now. 

Advice was taken from many sources, including 

Beds Rural Community Council (BRCC), and several new-build Bedfordshire village halls and commu-

nity buildings were visited to learn from their experience. 

It is staggering just how much work the volunteer committees had to do to make the new Hall hap-

pen.  They had to think about basic decisions like where it  would be situated - one consideration was 

to move to the corner of Station Road and Reynes Drive, by the new Grange development.  They had 

the huge task of creating a building suitable for the needs of a growing village, well into the future.   

At one point, discussions were held with the Recreation Association to explore the possibility of a joint 

building for the two organisations.  This did not go ahead because of their different needs, and the 

issue of which set of users would have priority over bookings. 

Some of the committeesô tasks were: employ all the relevant advisors and consultants; sort out the 

exterior design and the rooms layout (we have many different versions of plans for this, which show 

just how complex that decision was); determine the materials to be used;  ensure it was accessible 

for disabled users; arrange tenders for the work; determine just what fixtures and fittings were need-

ed; deal with all of the legal and political issues; and very practical things like sorting out storage for 

the hallôs assets (including the piano) when the old hall was demolished.  

And of course they had to raise the money to get it all done.   

To put things into perspective, building the new Hall cost in the region of Ã250,000 (over Ã600,000 in 

todayôs money).  Loans were arranged, and grants were received from the Borough and County 

Councils, Oakley Parish Council,  BRCC, and various local businesses including Bedfordia, who also 

worked on the project.  The project also benefitted from monies from the planning gain committed for 

the housing development on The Grange site.  

In addition, there was a massive and never-ending fund-raising effort.  Some of the fund-raising ac-

tivities were: jumble sales, craft fairs, the Oakley Carnival (which was run for the first time in 1991), 

various dances, a ó200 Clubô, whist drive, car boot sale, Christmas Fairs, Pennies, Pottery and Cake 

Day , Tupperware day, treasure hunt, auction of promises, fashion show, quiz, Coins & Cakes, and a 

talk on ñYanks in their Bedsò.  

Richard Worker, who compiled the summary of the archives on which this is based, noted the names 

of those who served on the Village Hall Committee and the Building sub-committee during the period 

and did such wonderful work for the village.  The next volume of Richard Workerôs archive of the Vil-

lage Hall records will set out the names of all of those involved in the committee over the years. 

The Village Hall today is testimony to everyone involved.  Our  large, air-conditioned hall is used pret-

ty much every day of the week by regular hirers and for parties and other events.  The Meeting room 

provides a separate space for smaller events, or an overflow for larger ones. And our fully-fitted 

kitchen has just been refurbished, ready to greet the next 30 years! 

Many thanks to Richard Worker, without whose work on our archives it would have been impossible 

to put together this short history.                                                                     Ruth Bender 

The Original village hall, 1954 - 1995 
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Locals with Interesting Lives  -  Sara Fardon 

Many of us know Sara as the Chair of our Parish Council 

but few of us know her as the recently installed Master 

of The Worshipful Company of Insurers in the City of 

London. One of the Livery Companies which in some cas-

es date back to 1155. From their earliest days, the com-

panies emphasised the importance of good training. 

From the 1870s, this role was extended to include many 

forms of technical and other education, simultaneously 

supporting new industries and training young people to 

work in them.  

The early guilds were duty-bound to care for their mem-

bers in sickness and old age. Many of today's companies 

still support almshouses throughout the country and 

maintain their other historical charities, while also broad-

ening their charitable giving into other areas of modern 

life, at home and abroad.  

The Installation Dinner for Master Sara Fardon took place 

in the historic Goldsmithsô Hall which has been on the 

same site since 1339. She spoke of her pride at becoming 

Master of a Company that contributes so much to the 

success of the City of London. ñI am privileged to repre-

sent such a vibrant and forward-looking organisation, one 

that continues to evolve whilst remaining true to its val-

ues. ñOur members contribute to the success of the City 

of London, the global insurance capital, and beyond.ò        Bill Chalker [Sourced from TWCoI news) 
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Down Memory Lane  

    Stafford Bridge ï our medieval link to Pavenham and beyond 

In the Autumn Newsletter I wrote an article regarding the bridges in Church Lane and referenced 

Stafford Bridge. I suggested that it warranted a dedicated article due to its history and so here it is.  

Todayôs Stafford Bridge was built in 1936, but records show that a bridge has stood on the site since 

medieval times. The name Stafford appears in a coronerôs inquest of 1227 when Richard de 

Pabenham ñfell from a certain mare into the water at Stafford so that he diedò. As Richard appears to 

have been crossing by a ford this may suggest that a bridge was still to be built. The name of the 

bridge that was ultimately built is thought to be derived from the Staffordôs, Lords of the Honour of 

Gloucester, with which Pavenham is associated. There are no records that detail when the first bridge 

was built but the first documented references appear in 1505 in the will of John Stowghton. He to-

gether with Thomas Knight, Thomas Churche and Thomas Walley left donations during the 1500ôs to 

maintain the bridge. Additional testators from Bedford and several North Bedfordshire villages also 

made bequests for its repair suggesting that it was widely used. A survey around 1630 found that 

the bridge was made up of four arches. Two high pointed arches on the Pavenham side were main-

tained by Lord Vaux, in respect of his lands in Pavenham (Cheyneys Manor) and the Lord of Steven-

ton of Bury Farm, Pavenham. The two rounded arches on the Oakley side were maintained by 

the Lord of the Manor of Oakley Reynes [the Dukes of Bedford] and by the inhabitants of the parish. 

On the Pavenham side there was also an independent 416 yard long, 5-foot-wide causeway, consist-

ing of over thirty small arches. Some of the causeway arches were wooden until 1755 when they 

were rebuilt in stone. 

During the 18th century and early 19th century 

maintenance of the bridge continued in varying de-

grees. In 1819 the foundation and arches were 

sound, but the superstructure was deemed to be 

dangerous and too narrow. It was improved and 

widened to 10 foot 6 inches (3.2m). For context, in 

1815 the bridges in Church Lane were constructed. 

The next major development came in 1849 when the causeway 

was demolished and a new road embankment, along which the 

Pavenham Road was to run, built across the flood plain and a fifth 

arch added to the bridge.  

The bridge remained in private hands until 1923 when the County 

Council took on the maintenance responsibility. By 1936 the bridge 

had become inadequate for the traffic it had to carry. It was partly 

dismantled leaving only the two Oakley arches standing along with 

the former embanked road and the present bridge was built alongside. The new bridge was built with 

three arches and constructed of a concrete core with a cladding of local and Weldon stone and im-

provements were made to the roads at both ends. The two arches 

of the old bridge were eventually demolished in the 1950ôs and now 

only a stump of the piers remains in the river, visible in the sum-

mer when the water is low.      

My memories of Stafford Bridge obviously relate to the modern ver-

sion. As a teenager I spent my school holidays working on the 

ñmarket gardenò farm that was located on the ñfirst Pavenham 

bendò at the end of the causeway. The land farmed included the field which is now Lynch Furlong and 

the meadow on the Pavenham side of the river. The banks alongside the bridge provided a unique, 

picturesque spot for our lunch breaks and shelter in all seasons. We would fish and swim under the 

imposing structure and the causeway provided a route to the farm along which I would cycle to and 

from work.  On the way home the bridge signalled the start of the tortuous cycle up ñChip Hillò to the 

crossroads before the free wheel home down to my family home at the bottom of Station Road. 

Since medieval times Stafford Bridge has provided a link and a border between Oakley and Paven-

ham. It provides a landmark for beautiful countryside walks along the river-front and adjoining fields. 

It seems incredible that some form of bridge has stood on the site for over 520 years.  

Richard Worker 
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Oakley Village Monthly Quiz ééééééééé.. 

The second anniversary of the Village Quiz was celebrated in September and the fantastic support 

and community spirit that the quizzes have generated were demonstrated yet again in September 

and October. The November quiz is to be held on the 21 November which clashes with the Newsletter 

final copy date so I will provide an update on this quiz and those held over Christmas and the New 

Year in the next newsletter.  

The September quiz was won by ñThe Cheesy Avengersò. On the day that Prince Andrew announced 

his relinquishing of his titles we held the October quiz. It was therefore quite ironic that the winners 

were ñThe Duke of Yorkò. Both teams are pictured.  

With Christmas fast approaching it is the time of year to again make a couple of donations from the 

quiz profits. It will be my great pleasure to once again make donations, on behalf of the Parish Coun-

cil and the Quizzers, to both the Day Centre, that is held in the Old School, and the Home for the Dis-

abled on the crossroads. Each will receive a donation of Ã200 which will be used to help fund their 

respective Christmas celebrations. 

The quizzes will continue to be held monthly into the New Year. The dates, all Fridayôs, are; 12 

December, 16 January and 20 February. If anyone wishes to enter a team, maximum 6 

people, then please email me at richworker@hotmail.co.uk 

In the meantime, on behalf of myself and all the quizzers may we wish you a Merry Christmas and 

Happy New Year. 

Richard Worker 

 

The Foundation exists to assist young people between ages 16 - 25, 

who live in the Parish, with grants towards the cost of books and 

tools, etc. in furtherance of their education. 

Applications and more information can be obtained from 

the Parish Clerk from the end of March. 

 

For an application form please email parishclerk@oakleyvillage.co.uk 

 

Applications accepted by 2nd May. Itemised receipts for purchases of  

goods must be provided. 

ñThe Cheesy Avengersò  

Winners of the September Quiz ñThe Duke of Yorkò ï 

Winners of the October Quiz 
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News from the Tower 
At the beginning of September, we lost our fellow bell ringer and friend, 

Graham Ridgway. Graham was a very accomplished bell ringer, having 

learnt to ring in St Albans, before he and his wife, Marion, who was also 

a bell ringer, moved to Oakley in the early 1970s.  

He taught several of us to ring church bells and was a stickler for get-

ting the right technique. He was part of the team of bell ringers who 

raised the funds to augment the tower at St Maryôs with its newest bell 

(the treble, and lightest, bell) in 1978 to commemorate the late 

Queenôs Silver Jubilee.  

Once the funds had been raised, Graham organised a visit to the White-

chapel Bell Foundry in London to see the treble bell being cast. He also 

worked alone one Sunday evening to complete the bellôs installation, 

while a Carol Service was taking place in the church below.  

For a long time, Graham was the Tower Captain at St Maryôs, and he was also a former Chair of the 

Bedfordshire Association of Church Bell Ringers. Following Marionôs very sad passing in 2020, Gra-

ham moved to Suffolk and found happiness once again with his second wife, Susan. He threw him-

self into the bell ringing scene near his new home and those bell towers were very lucky to have 

him. Grahamôs name is on most, if not all, of the peal boards (plaques that commemorate special 

peals of the bells, usually in honour of a special occasion) that hang on the walls of the ringing room 

at St Maryôs. A nice reminder of the impact he had during his many years in Oakley. 

If you have experience of church bell ringing or would just like to have a go, please come along to a 

practice night! The Oakley Band of Bell Ringers practice on Friday evenings from 8pm to 9:15pm 

and ring on Sunday mornings before the services at St Maryôs Church. New members are very wel-

come! We are a friendly bunch. Please contact our Tower Captain, Bill Sellars on 07980 745292 or 

email thesellars@btinternet.com for more information. 
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Oakley Show 2025 

What a great Oakley Show we had this year which resulted in a new name on the Best in Show tro-

phy, well done to David Exon, and the biggest profit we have ever made for the Village Hall of 

Ã810. 

Congratulations also go to the winners of the categories who were:     Childrens: Abigail Hamshere   

Vegetables: Steve Nicholas            Flowers: Chris Weston             Fruit: Ann Rolph 

Photography: Sue Brecknock          Art: David Exon                      Craft: Lindy Chalker 

Preserves: David Exon           Home Cooking: Ruth Bender       Best kept allotment: Chris Weston 


